
 An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
   January 3, 2016 – Epiphany Sunday  

 

 

We Gather to Worship the Light of the World 

 
PRELUDE         
           
POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

      …Our help is in the name of the Lord 

         who made heaven and earth. 
 Let us worship God. 
  
+HYMN #68           What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright   
          (+Those who are able may stand.)                                                      PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
 
WELCOME 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

God of glory, 
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, 
to reveal your love for all people. 

We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. 
We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; 

we do not strive for peace. 
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, 

and baptize us once again with your Spirit, 
that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory 
shining in the face of Jesus Christ, for whose sake we pray. Amen. 

 
 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 
+A DOXOLOGY #579           Glory Be to the Father                            GLORIA PATRI 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     

            
       We Listen for the Word of God 

 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
 LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE                  

                                                                    
      Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise, shine for your light has come.   
                            The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.        
 
      Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 – A prayer for guidance and support for the king 
  
HYMN #205               All Hail to God’s Anointed                                 ROCKPORT 
 
   Ephesians 3:1-12 – Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles 
                            The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN 
 
       Matthew 2:1-12 – The coming of the Wise Men    TOLD BY DONNA GOODFRIEND 
   The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.      

                                                        
SERMON                                   Knock, Knock 

 

We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving 

 
+HYMN #62      Bring We the Frankincense of Our Love      EPIPHANY SONG 

 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles Creed                          (Traditional), p. 14 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
OFFERTORY          
 
+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, you heav'nly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

   INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

   THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. /  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  / We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 

faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

SINGING # 581: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

… We offer our selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to seeking you and 

serving you, as we sing together the mystery of our faith: 

SINGING #582: Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life. 

Lord— Jesus, come— in glory. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts” and “debtors”) 

THE COMMUNION 
 (Please hold the bread to eat together; drink the cup as served.) 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

We Go Out in the Light of Christ 

 

+HYMN #423         Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun            DUKE STREET 

 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE    

 
We welcome Nancy Ketz as our guest organist this morning  

while Rob and Lauralyn are in England. 

 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

January 3, 2016 ~ Epiphany Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 



 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.   

 

T H E    C A L E N D A R     
This week 

 Today:  11:30 a.m.  Lunch & Learning Program 

 Monday:  6 p.m.  Bible Study 
 Thursday:  10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

 Saturday:  10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe 

 Next Sunday: 9 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
   10:30 a.m.  Worship 

   11:30 a.m.  Lunch & Learning Program 

Looking ahead: 
  Monday (1-11): 7 p.m.  Session meeting    

 

GREETERS & HOSTS:  Brooke Villiere & Emily Hughes 
   

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like  

to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and 
click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE PRELUDE: PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP:  The worship service starts with the 

prelude—that organ (or other instrumental) music you hear at the beginning of worship.  To that 

end we invite you to treat the prelude not so much as something “played beforehand” while you’re 
still visiting with people, but more as a time to prepare yourself for worship.   In our hectic and 

often stressed-out lives it can be hard to transition to more spiritual things.  Take the opportunity to 

sit quietly and enjoy the music of the prelude, centering yourself so that you can be fully engaged 

with the worship and experience the presence of God in our midst. 

 

 

LUNCH AND LEARNING: January 3 and 10 we will be watching In God’s House, Clintonian 
Rob Knight’s documentary about religion in Utica. This fascinating work highlights both the 

diversity of worship opportunities and the changed cultural mix of the city of Utica. Additionally, for 

many of us, these pictures will be a chance to see just how the streets and buildings of the city are 

being altered. On January 10, in addition to finishing our viewing of In God’s House, Mr. Knight 
will be joining us to offer his unique perspective regarding God’s presence in Utica and to answer 

any questions. 

  
On January 17 our luncheon theme will again be change. But this time, the changes we will examine 

will be those at Stone Church. We will talk about the changes proposed during our October 2015 

retreat and the progress (or lack of progress) that has occurred as we have moved forward towards 
implementing these plans.  

  

The final luncheon in this series will be on January 24, the date of our Annual Meeting. Our luncheon 

will be a finale to 2015 and the first of many programs that will make up our 2016 worship year.  
  

Please join us for this January 2016 lunch and learning series. The opportunity to both enjoy time 

with each other and unique perspectives on God in our community should be a great treat for all.  
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during 

worship on Sunday, January 24, 2016 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing 
officers, concurring in the Session’s 2016 budget, voting on a change in the by-laws regarding the 

number of people required on session and the board of deacons, and acting on any other business 

that may be properly brought before the congregation. All active members in good standing are 

welcome and encouraged to vote. 

   
 HOPE HOUSE’S WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following:  deodorant, razors, 

conditioner, shampoo, toothpaste, shaving cream, coffee, sugar, creamer, rags, oven mitts, and 

prayers.  Please leave items in the narthex.   

 

THE BUILDING STONES MISSION SHOP at Stone Presbyterian Church sells Fair Trade 
products from around the world.  Fair Trade insures workers a fair wage and healthy working 

conditions, providing dignity and hope for farmers and artisans who produce the items we consume 

and enjoy.  By promoting Fair Trade in our church and community we are supporting the health and 
welfare of people organically by providing a means for them to be contributors to the world 

economy.  Our shop is open every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and every second Saturday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   

  
THE COUNTRY PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP: For the month of January we will collect 

soup, especially those with meat.  In February we will collect cans of fruit. Questions?  Contact Judy 

LaGasse. 
 

 

Ewa Lawrence 

Dani Rance 
Doris Locke 

Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles’     

   Family 
Judy Raney 

Family of C. Davis Robinson 

Family of Erik Sornesen 
Ann Conley’s family 

Refugees  

Joann 

Members/Friends of the Week: 

     Barbara & Fred Schuck 
Family of Mildred Schell 

Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

Wilma Lawson 
Courtney Britcher Gus & family 

Anne Reynolds & family 

Carole Grove 
Chris Woods & his family 

Amy, Eric Sornesen’s fiancé, and family 

Augusta-Vernon Center Presby. Church 

                           



 


