
AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
January 10, 2010 ~ The Baptism of the Lord 

 

We Gather as a Baptized Community 

 
PRELUDE         
           
INTROIT & POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
  
     Our help is in the name of the Lord 
         who made heaven and earth. 
 Let us worship God. 
  
+HYMN #72                 When Jesus Came to Jordan                           to AURELIA 

       (+Those who are able may stand.)           

 
WELCOME, JOYS, CONCERNS & INVITATIONS 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 

 
Merciful God,  
in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, 
making us part of the body of Christ. 
We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, 
separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, 
and show reluctance to welcome one another; 
we allow the past to hold us hostage. 
In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, 
and free us from sin. 
Remind us of the promises you make in baptism 
so that we may rise to new life, 
and live together in grace.  Amen. 

 
 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

 
+A DOXOLOGY #579           Glory Be to the Father                               GLORIA PATRI 

 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     

            
We Listen for the Word of God 

 
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE                                                                                    
      Isaiah 43:1-7 – The Lord has redeemed Israel. 
                            The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
     Psalm 29 - The voice of the Lord is over the waters                             HAL HOPSON 
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 Acts 8:14-17 – Peter and John give Samaria the gift of the Spirit. 
                            The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM      The Feast of Charity          arr. Alice Parker 
 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 – John baptizes Jesus. 
                            The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                                                                  

                                                       

 
 
SERMON      Our Life in the Spirit of Our Baptism 

 
     We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving 

 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Nicene Creed                            (Ecumenical, p. 15) 



 
+HYMN #2107                      Wade in the Water                        WADE IN THE WATER 

 
OFFERTORY          
 
+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, you heav'nly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

                                       
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
   INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
   THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Presbyterian Hymnal, p.13) 

 
SINGING  (to “Wade in the Water”) 
 Holy--, holy! / Holy Lord God Almighty,  
     heav-en and earth are /  full-- of your glory! 
     Highest Hosanna! / Hosanna in the highest! 
     Blest is the one who / comes now in the Lord's name! 
 
SINGING  (to “Wade in the Water”) 
 Christ died for us—;  
 Christ rose again in glory; 
 Christ is— coming, / Glory!  Hallelujah! 
 

   THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
   THE COMMUNION 
 

 (Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread and dip it into the cup, 
then return to your seat by the side aisle.) 

 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

We Go Out in the Power of the Spirit 
 

+HYMN #71                Lord, When You Came to Jordan             to LANCASHIRE 
 

+CHARGE, BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
+POSTLUDE    

 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
January 10, 2010 ~ The Baptism of the Lord ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

 
 
Stone Presbyterian Church         Dennis Dewey, Designated Pastor 
8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music 
Clinton, New York 13323          Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
315-853-2933                     Cros Harvey, Sexton 
stonepres@verizon.net                                       All the People, Ministers     

 
www.stonepres.org 

T H E    C A L E N D A R    T H I S    W E E K 



   

  Today: 11:30 a.m. Deacons meet 
  Monday: 7:00 p.m. Session meets 
  Saturday: 9:00 a.m. Book Club meets 
  Next Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Choir rehearsal 
   9:45 a.m. Church School 

• Adults – Dining Room 

• Children – Downstairs 
   10:30 a.m. Worship – Stone 
   11:30 a.m. Town Hall meeting 
   7:00 p.m. Unity Service – St. James 
  

THIS MORNING’S USHERS – The Mushtares 
THIS MORNING’S HOSTS – Rachel & Kehela Reeves 
THIS MORNING’S LITURGIST – John Menard   
 
Please join us following worship next Sunday, January 17 for the TOWN HALL MEETING   

at which we will have an opportunity to answer questions about the Session’s budget for 2010. 

 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION of the Stone Presbyterian  
Church is hereby called for Sunday, January 24 in the church sanctuary immediately  
following Lord’s Day worship for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers,  
calling the Rev. Dennis Dewey as Pastor and adopting the terms of call.        
        Scott Leonard 
        Clerk of Session 
 
PLEDGE ENVELOPES are available in the back of the sanctuary.  If you did not  
pledge but would like a box of envelopes, please contact the church office. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY EVENING you are invited to join other Christians from the Clinton  
area in a service of Prayer for Christian Unity at St. James Episcopal Church on Williams 
Street at 7:00 p.m. This annual event brings together members of all the churches in the 
community during the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity” to celebrate our oneness in  
Christ and as a way of remembering Jesus’ prayer for his followers, “That they may all  
be one.” 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, 
a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery 
of Utica. Please make use of the pew cards to indicate any prayer 
concerns, pastoral needs or suggestions for improvement. 
 
VISITORS are always welcome! Please let us know who you are 
by filling out the Visitor’s Card in the pew and dropping it in the 
offering plate. We invite you to join us for coffee and conversation in the Norton 
Room following worship this morning. Please join us again for worship! 
 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY NEEDS: The Pantry food bank is requesting donations 
of shampoo, toothpaste, bar soap, and dish detergent.  Other items are most 
welcome too!  Please leave items in the basket in the narthex. 
 
WWW.STONEPRES.ORG: If you have pictures or features you’d like to include in  
the Stone Church website, contact Ceil Gilbert at 853-8289 or at 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 
 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  winter hats; mittens/gloves; scarves; hygiene 
items - especially shampoo, conditioner, lotion; new or lightly used children's 
books; toys for parent's choice giveaway; small gifts e.g. lip balm, perfume, 
handwarmers, sewing kits, etc. that will fit in a small gift bag; winter coats and 
jackets; work parties to help with yard work; seasonal decorations - especially 
for the autumn; chicken and beef broths for soups - especially low sodium types; 
cocoa packets; tea bags; large juices; soups of any type. Please leave items in the 
Norton Room.  Questions?  Call Ceil, 853-8289. 
 
The special ADVENT OFFERINGS received on each of the four Sundays before 
Christmas expressed the four themes of the Advent season.  Those offerings totaled 
$808 as follows:  

 HOPE - Hope House- $363 
 PEACE – The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program - $110 
 JOY – The Christmas Joy Offering - $199 
 LOVE – Split between Emmaus House and Abraham House - $136 

 
Thanks to all who contributed for their generosity in celebrating the coming of Christ! 
 
 
 



 
 

NAME TAGS: If yours is missing or your name is wrong, please let an usher know, 
and we will supply you with a temporary tag until a replacement is made. If you’re 
visiting, an usher will be glad to make you a name tag. 
 
A REST ROOM (wheelchair accessible) is located off the narthex to your left as you 
enter the church.  A diaper-changing table is there for your convenience. More 
restrooms may be found downstairs in the hall that parallels Williams St. 
 
THE QUIET ROOM is located off the narthex to your right as you enter the church.  
If you need to leave worship for any reason, you are welcome to use the Quiet Room 
where you may go to be apart but still take part in worship. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL for children is held from 9:45 to 10:25 every Sunday morning.  
Please meet downstairs in the video room.  All young people in grades 1-10 are 
welcome to join us! 
 

 
 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like to 
receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please contact the church office, 853-2933, or Sarah 
Rosenstein at 859-1037 or sprosens@hamilton.edu.  Please note that we will remove names 
after 6 weeks if we haven’t received an update or request to keep them on.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Reflection on the Gospel Lesson for the Day 

Luke’s gospel gives a much briefer account of Jesus’ baptism than the others. It seems little 
more than an ending to his narrative about the ministry of John the Baptist. The essential 
details are the same, however, if perfunctory. Luke records the actual baptism, the descent of 
the Spirit as a dove, and the divine blessing. There are, however, some significant aspects to 
this brief narrative. 

Baptism was common in the Jewish tradition—but not for all people. Ritual bathing had great 
symbolic meaning for priests, Levites and Pharisees. Considering the shortage of water in 
Palestine, ritual bathing by the common people must have been regarded as a significantly 
holy act. However, this was not regarded in the same light as proselytes receiving baptism 
marking the cleansing of their pagan ways and acceptance into the covenant community. John 
did preach repentance of sins and baptized those who responded, thereby acknowledging their 
sinfulness and being immersed in water as a sign of their cleansing. Did Jesus also feel the 
need to be cleansed, he whom the whole New Testament testifies as having no sin or ever 
being alienated from God?  

Another possibility exists: Jesus had reached the point in his own spiritual growth where he 
was acutely aware of his filial relationship to God and of his divinely appointed mission. 
Consequently, he felt the need to identify himself with all the people whom he intended to 
bring into a similar intimate fellowship with God. His messianic role had become that of a 
mediator. Luke captured these filial and mediatorial elements of Jesus’ baptism in the tightly 
worded sentences of verses. 21-22, “Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved;with you I am well pleased.’ Behind this profound experience lay long years 
of personal development, of growing insight into the scriptures of his Jewish tradition and 
their application to his own life. 

The moment had come for him commit himself, to move out into a wider community than his 
carpenter shop in the small village of Nazareth. Henceforth he would make known to whoever 
would listen what was involved in a life lived totally within the reign of God’s love. He would 
live in such a way that people would see that Israel’s messianic promise could only be 
fulfilled in such a totally committed life. Jesus’ baptizing kinsman provided the opportunity 
for taking action to fulfill this commitment. The vision of the dove symbolized the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, a very personal experience in Luke’s account. The words from heaven gave final, 
divine approval to the course Jesus had chosen as a human. Was he also aware at this time 
what the cost would be? Had he yet come to grips with the implications of being the a servant 
in the tradition of the “Suffering Servant” of Isaiah? 

Members/Friends of the Week:  
   Carole Flinn, Brittany DeRosa 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and family  
Allen Solomon 
Colleen Britcher and family 
Myra Kazanjian 
First Presbyterian Church, Boonville 
Our Armed Forces 
Flo and Keith Dewey 
Fay Brandis and Family 
Peter Forrester 
 

Gil Adams Family 
Kaytryn Bentley and Family 
Dortha and Bill Glaser 
Carrigan and Katrina 
Samantha Whittemore 
Lori Sherwood 
Doris Locke 
Ken Coe 
All those dealing with end of life 
   issues 
Marge Chamberlain and Family 
Ann and Dave Smallen 
 



Rev. John Shearmann, Oakville, Ontario, Canada 

 


