
 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
November 13, 2016 – Consecration Sunday  

  
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd 

PRELUDE                                    
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 

                        
INTROIT & POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 
     God is here!  
We open our hearts and minds to the coming of the Spirit.  
     God is here!  
We seek God in our words and in our songs.  
     God is here!  
We seek God in our silences.   
     God is here…  
as we seek to learn what we share together in Christ.  
     God is here!  
Let us worship the God who gives us life and who gives purpose to that life. 

 
 

+HYMN #461                           God Is Here!                                                  ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 
+PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together)  

 Almighty God: 
 We assert that you are here… 
    but too often we act as if you are not.  
 We welcome the stranger in your name…  
    unless he is too dirty, or she is too strange.  
 We seek to do your will… 
    but not, perhaps, if it is too different from our own.  
 You offer to share our pain, to bear our burdens… 
    but we turn away.  
 You ask us to be your body, the manifestation of your love in this world… 
    but too often we think, “Send someone else.”  

We come before you as a community in your name.   
Forgive us when we fall short.   
Enable us to find you in this place, in one another, in ourselves… 
 and in the finding to become better instruments of your love.  Amen. 

  
+THE PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+GLORIA PATRI                                                                                      HYMN #579 

  
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     
 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

  
WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  

 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
    
CONFRONTING THE SCRIPTURES 
        (employing songs of Richard Avery and Donald Marsh)   
 
     Isaiah 6:1-8      A vision of God in the Temple     TOLD BY ELIZABETH SMITH 
 
     Isaiah 12:3-6          The First Song of Isaiah  (see insert) 
 
     2 Thessalonians 3:6-13   Warning against idleness   TOLD BY ANNE DUNN 
  
     Luke 6:20-31  Blessings, curses, and love for enemies   
            TOLD BY SHERRY ROBINSON 

  
WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  

                        
+HYMN #525                               Here I Am, Lord          
 
+AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  (together)     
 

New life in Christ takes shape in his community of faith, the church, 
   in which we know that God loves and accepts us in spite of who we are.  
Therefore we can accept ourselves and love others, 

    knowing that we have no other ground  
 on which to stand than the grace of God.  
 



This new life does not release us from conflict  
   with unbelief, pride, lust, and fear.  
We still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems.  
Nevertheless, as we mature in love and faithfulness  
   in our life with Christ, we live in freedom and good cheer,  
   bearing witness on good days and evil days,  
   confident that our new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 

(from "The Confession of 1967," Presbyterian Church USA) 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional, p. 16) 

                                                         “debts” & “debtors” 
 
OFFERTORY    
 

+A DOXOLOGY #592      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

 

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
  

WWee  MMaakkee  OOuurr  CCoommmmiittmmeenntt  iinn  GGiivviinngg  
 

+HYMN #522              Lord, When I Came Into This Life            LAND OF REST 
 
BLESSING & DISTRIBUTION OF “ESTIMATE OF GIVING” CARDS 
     
TIME FOR REFLECTION AND COMMITMENT 

 
 
 
 

Please use this time to reflect prayerfully on the proportion that you will consecrate as 
your estimate of giving for the year ahead.  When you have completed the card, please 

take a moment to offer a prayer of thanksgiving and praise, then bring your card to 
the table and quietly join your friends for the celebration luncheon in the Norton Room. 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

November 13, 2016 ~ Consecration Sunday ~10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
       Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 



 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.   

   

T H E    C A L E N D A R     
This week    

  Today:  11:30 a.m. Consecration Sunday luncheon 

  Monday:  7 p.m. Session meeting 
  Tuesday:  10 a.m. Presbytery meeting – 3 Voices 

  Thursday:  10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe  

   Sunday:  9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 
     10:30 a.m.  Worship with Scott Leonard 

     11:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens 

   
 GREETERS & HOSTS: Judy & Gary LaGasse 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like  

to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and 
click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOPE HOUSE’S WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following:  Food - 
breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot chocolate, butter or margarine; Toiletries - deodorant, shampoo, 

conditioner; Paper Goods - napkins, toilet paper. Please leave items in the narthex.  

 

 

 

 

Today is CONSECRATION SUNDAY when we come forth and celebrate the gifts we freely 
offer to Stone Church. ALL are welcome to join us in the Norton Room for a celebratory lunch 

immediately following worship. 

 

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? We have heard you that you can’t always hear what’s being 
said in the service.  Unfortunately, the reasons are complex and solutions not obvious.  As a 

result we plan to experiment over time with different things to see what helps or not. The Rev. 

Ed Townsend from Three Steeples Church up the road in Paris Hill who is a musician and is 
familiar with sound systems, gave us his opinion.  One thing he suggested to try was to have 

speakers up front where the person speaking is.  He was kind enough to lend us an old sound 

system for us to try out and see if it helps.  Let Pastor Scott Leonard know what you think (well, 
actually what you hear).  The set-up may look inelegant, but it’s just a quick and easy 

experiment. And even if it works we may try other things as well, since there is probably no one 

thing to fix the problem. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY: Sunday School is available during the sermon for 

children and youth aged 4 through 5th grade. Please feel free to have your children join us 

immediately following the children's sermon! Nursery services are also available as needed for 
younger children in the room off the Narthex.  

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS: On Sunday, November 20th, immediately following worship, 
we will decorate the sanctuary. At that time we will also assemble our brand new Christmas tree! 

There will be a light lunch for those willing to stay.  Please let Linda know so she can order the 

food. 

 
CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER – NOVEMBER 25: One of the highlights again this year is 

our famous 7 C's Café led by chefs Pat and Buzz Joseph and Sherry Robinson. Instead of our 

mini-Christmas bazaar, we will have a Sweet Shop in the dining room. It will consist of cookie 
plates and candy treats. Our great Fair Trade Shoppe will be open all day with items from 

around the world. Join us for music events: 

   1:30 p.m. − Come Play Handbells!     

  3:00 p.m. − Carol sing-a-long with Rob Kolb 

4:30 p.m. − St. Mary's Church Choir Concert 

Bakers and shift workers – especially in the Café and the Fair Trade Shoppe – are needed. Please 

sign up in the back of the sanctuary. Also, monetary donations for the food for the Café are 
needed.  If you wish to donate any of the ingredients for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at 841-

8102 or Buzz and Pat Joseph at 853-8624.  

  
COUNTRY PANTRY: In preparation for Thanksgiving dinner, please donate gravy, stuffing, 

or a dessert mix such as brownies, cake mix, pie shells, pie fillings, etc. no later than 

November 15. 

Ewa Lawrence 

Doris Locke 
Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles’ Family 

Judy Raney 

Moore family 
Lynn  

Joann 

Rev. Reggie Villalobos 
John Prall 

Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 

Florence Morgan 
Family of Shirley Sollinger 

Esther Kanipe 

Keith Dewey (Dennis’ father) 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Members/Friends of the Week: 

Kristen Budich, Sue Buell 
Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

Carole Grove 

Chris Woods and his family 
Family of Gil Palmer 
Family of Robert Grozl 

Jeff Hale and family   
Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman          

Family of Wilma Lawson  

Family of LauraGrace Eisenhower   

Susanne Max (Emily Hughes’ sister) 
Shirley & JoAnn Tolbert 

Sue Bishop 

Family & friends of Carol Gilley 
    


