
HOPE HOUSE 

  

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

  November 29, 2015 – The First Sunday of Advent 
 

We Gather to Worship the One Who Is Coming 
 
PRELUDE                    Savior of the Nations, Come     Johann Heinrich Buttstedt 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
INTROIT & POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
     Our help is in the name of the Lord  
         who made heaven and earth. 
 Let us worship God.  
  

+HYMN #9                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel              VENI EMMANUEL 
          (+Those who are able may stand.)           
 

WELCOME 
 

THE 1ST ADVENT CANDLE - GIFT OF HOPE FOR HOPE HOUSE 
 

+THE ADVENT GIVING - HOPE HOUSE 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 
Almighty God, we confess our sin to another and to you. 
Give us grace to cast off the works of darkness  
and put on the armor of light.  
Give us hearts to hope and hands to serve,  
that on the day when Christ comes again in power 
to sit in judgment of all peoples,  
we may be ready—not distracted by the anxieties of this life, 
but living out the law of love into life eternal;  
through the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever, and to ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

+A DOXOLOGY            (to the tune GLORIA) 

 To the God of hope we sing, 
 To the Son let praises ring, 
            And the Holy Spirit praise, 
            As this song of hope we raise: 
            Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!  
 Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 
 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     
 

We Listen for the Word of God 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

 LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE                  
 

 Jeremiah 33:14-16  A branch will come from David.            TOLD BY ANNE DUNN 

                           The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

 Psalm 25:1-10  a prayer for guidance and deliverance                HAL HOPSON 
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   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  A prayer for faith and love.               TOLD BY PETER MASSI 
         

 
ANTHEM                            In Hope We Wait, Emmanuel                Douglas E. Wagner 
 
CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN 
 
    Luke 21:25-36  signs of the coming of the Son of Man    
                                    

SERMON                                 Happy Holidays , ; : . ? ! 
 



 
We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving 

                        

+HYMN #11     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?        VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN         

 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      (based on John 1) 

In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him nothing was made. What was made in him was life,    
and the life was the light of humankind. The light shines in the darkness,     
and the darkness has not been able to overcome it.  

  
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16) 
                                                               “debts/debtors”                                                

 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
OFFERTORY                      Savior of the Nations, Come          Andreas Nikolaus Vetter 
 

+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                     ADESTE FIDELES      
   

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
O Come, let us adore him, O Come let us adore him,  
O Come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

We Go Out in Anticipation 
 

+HYMN #2                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                   HYFRYDOL 
 

+CHARGE, BENEDICTION & CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

+POSTLUDE        

 
 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

November 29, 2015 ~ First Sunday of Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
  

All the People, Ministers 
  

 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stonepres


 
WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a 

congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.   

 

T H E    C A L E N D A R     
 

Thursday: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

 7 p.m. WEP meeting 

 Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

 Next Sunday: 9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 

  4 p.m. Annual Service of Lessons and Carols -  
Hamilton College Chapel 

 

GREETERS & HOSTS:  Hal & Linda Rance  
   

 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like  

to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and 

click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE PRELUDE: PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP:  The worship service starts with the 

prelude—that organ (or other instrumental) music you hear at the beginning of worship.  To that 

end we invite you to treat the prelude not so much as something “played beforehand” while you’re 

still visiting with people, but more as a time to prepare yourself for worship.   In our hectic and 

often stressed-out lives it can be hard to transition to more spiritual things.  Take the opportunity to 

sit quietly and enjoy the music of the prelude, centering yourself so that you can be fully engaged 

with the worship and experience the presence of God in our midst. 

 

HOPE HOUSE’S WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following:  deodorant, razors, 

conditioner, shampoo, toothpaste, shaving cream, coffee, sugar, creamer, rags, oven mitts, and 

prayers.  Please leave items in the narthex.   

 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S ADVENT OFFERING – THE HOPE OFFERING - is designated to be 

given to Hope House for its mission of feeding and sheltering those who are marginalized and 

with insufficient resources to provide for themselves. 

 

 “PRAYER THAT WORKS” Bible Study group will meet on the first and third Mondays of 

December. Interested people should speak with Donna Goodfriend or Emily Massi. 

 
THE BUILDING STONES MISSION SHOP at Stone Presbyterian Church sells Fair 

Trade products from around the world.  Fair Trade insures workers a fair wage and healthy 

working conditions, providing dignity and hope for farmers and artisans who produce the 

items we consume and enjoy.  By promoting Fair Trade in our church and community we 

are supporting the health and welfare of people organically by providing a means for them 

to be contributors to the world economy.  Our shop is open every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 

6:30 p.m. and every second Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   
  
THE COUNTRY PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP: Thanks to all who contributed to the 

food drive for the Country Pantry, their grocery bags were overflowing! We will wind up the 

towels and gift card collection on December 6th. Preparing for the cold weather in January, we 

will collect all kinds of soup and/or crackers. Questions?  Contact Judy LaGasse. 
           

KIRKLAND COMMUNITY BLOODMOBILE: Saturday, December 5, 2015, 8:00 

a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 959, Franklin Avenue, Clinton NY. 
New and past blood donors are needed.  (There is an ongoing need for 0, A-, and B- type 

blood).  Sign up to schedule your appointment via email at www.redcrossblood.org or call 

Bill Rudge at 853-6300. Double red donation appointments are needed every hour from 0-, 

0+, A-, and B- donors. Walk-ins are essential and will be very welcomed. Sponsored by 

Kirkland Community Organizations 

  
The Hamilton College Choir, directed by Professor G. Roberts Kolb, will lead a 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS VESPER SERVICE of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, Dec. 

6, at 4 p.m., in the Chapel. The service is free and open to the public. The tradition of the Service 

of Lessons and Carols dates back to Christmas Eve of 1918 and Cambridge University in England. 

Planned by the new dean of King’s College, fresh from his role as army chaplain in World War I, 

the service has become a tradition for many colleges around the world. Hamilton welcomes 

parishioners from campus community and the general public to join in the celebration of the 

Advent season, anticipating the profound joy of Christmas, reading together the biblical narratives 

and familiar songs. Officiating over the service will be Rev. Jeffrey H. McArn, college chaplain, 

with the assistance of readers and candle bearers from Hamilton. This year clergy from the 

churches and clergy in the Clinton area, including Stone Church pastor, Scott Leonard, are 

participating in the service. A reception with Christmas cookies, punch and coffee will follow the 

service upstairs in the chapel.  

Ewa Lawrence 

Dani Rance 

Doris Locke 

Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles’     

   Family 

Judy Raney 

Family of C. Davis Robinson 

Family of Erik Sornesen 

Pete Robinson, Sherry’s dad 

Ann Conley’s family 

Refugees  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

     Howie & Rachel Schaffer 

Family of Mildred Schell 

Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

Wilma Lawson 

Jan Johnson 

Courtney Britcher Gus & family 

Anne Reynolds & family 

Carole Grove 

Chris Woods & his family 

Amy, Eric Sornesen’s fiancé, and family 


