
  

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

 December 4, 2016 ~ The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  OOnnee  WWhhoo  IIss  CCoommiinngg  
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship.) 

 
PRELUDE           Creator of the Stars of Night         David N. Johnson  
 

INTROIT & POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    

…For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 
Let us worship God.  

 
+HYMN #10              On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry            WINCHESTER NEW 
           (+Those who are able may stand.)           
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING THE 2nd ADVENT CANDLE – PEACE – Hal and Linda Rance 
UNISON PRAYER       (Please see insert.)                                         

You are invited to bring forward your offering of peace. 
Presbyterian Mission Agency Worldwide Peacekeeping & Global Mission efforts. 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 
God of the future, 
you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. 
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, 
that we have lived casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment, 
that we have not known the things that make for peace. 
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, 
abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and shalom. 
Lead us to true repentance. 
Baptize us with the Holy Spirit and with fire,  
and in your great mercy,  
forgive us all our sin and raise us to new life. 
Let our lives bear the fruits of repentance and forgiveness 
that we may prepare the way of the one who comes  
to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found; 
for his sake we pray. Amen. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

+A DOXOLOGY  (to the tune GLORIA) 

To the God of Peace we sing, to the Son let praises ring, 
To the Holy Spirit raise this our song of grateful praise: 
 Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 

 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     
 

          WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
            (You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.)  
 

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE                  
                                                                          

   Isaiah 11:1-10 – A vision of the peaceable kingdom  
                                              TOLD BY ELIZABETH SMITH 

 

   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 – A prayer for the guidance and support of the king 

 

  Romans 15:4-13 – The gospel is for Jews and Gentiles alike.  
 

ANTHEM                                               Carol for Advent                                        Don Besig 
                                                      
   Matthew 3:1-12 – John the Baptist announces the coming of the Messiah. 
       TOLD BY ANNE DUNN 
 

CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN 
 

SERMON                            Prepare Ye (The Way of The Lord) 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
                        

+HYMN #2                            Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  HYFRYDOL 
  

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      (based on John 1 – Please see insert.) 
 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS  
 
OFFERTORY                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel             Rebecca Te Velde 



 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE      
   

 THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (responsive) 
The Lord be with you./ And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts./We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 …we join with all the faithful to sing the eternal song of praise… 
  
(singing to W ŻLOBIE ŁEŻY:) 
Holy, holy, holy, holy, God of pow-er, Lord of might, 
 Your great glory fills the heav-ens and the earth with glorious light. 
 Loud hosanna in the highest; blessèd is the One who’s coming: 
 Jesus Christ, the Lord of all! 
 

 …we announce to the world the story of our faith… 
(singing to W ŻLOBIE ŁEŻY:) 
Christ was born to live among us,  
share the life of humankind. 
Teaching wisdom in self-giving,  
life eternal there to find. 
Crucified, he died to save us. 
Then he rose new life to bring us. 
Christ the Lord will come again! 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      (Traditional, The Hymnal, p. 16) 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE COMMUNION     
     (Please hold the bread to partake together, but drink the cup as you are served.) 
     

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

  WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  iinn  tthhee  PPeeaaccee  ooff  tthhee  PPrriinnccee  ooff  PPeeaaccee  
 

+HYMN                                        Prepare the Way, O Zion                                   ST. LOUIS 
               (Please see announcements insert.) 

 

+CHARGE, BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE   
 

+POSTLUDE          
 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

             December 4, 2016 ~ Second Sunday of Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 

 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
   



 
UNISON PRAYER FOR THE ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

 
Dear God, as we move along our pilgrimage together, deepen our 
relationship with you, with one another, and with all of your 
creation. 
 
Help us  
            —to make ready a pathway for your coming 
            —to clean out the debris in our hearts and in our closets 
            —to clear out a space in our calendars 
            —to put aside any sense of unworthiness 
            —and to focus on the One who comes to love us. 
 
Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
(From the Prologue to the Gospel of John) 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through him, and without him nothing was made.  

What was made in him was life, and the life was the light of 
humankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not been able to overcome it.  

The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own home, 
and his own people did not receive him. But to those who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God. 

 
 

 
PREPARE THE WAY, O ZION 

(TUNE: ST. LOUIS, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”) 
Frans Mikael Franzen (1771-1847) 
Adapted by Dennis Dewey (2001) 

 
1. Prepare the way, O Zi–on, your Christ is— drawing near! 
    Let ev’ry hill and vall—ey a level—way appear. 
    Greet him who comes in glory, foretold on sacred page. 
    O Bless—èd is the one who comes to save this needy age! 
 
2. Christ brings God’s rule, O Zi–on; he comes from— heav’n above. 
    His rule is peace and free–dom, with justice—, truth and love. 
    All lands will bow before him, their adoration bring. 
 O Bless—èd is the one who comes, our Savior and our King! 
 
3. Fling wide your gates, O Zi–on, your savior’s— rule embrace. 
    And tidings of salva—tion announce in— ev’ry place. 
    Let every tongue and people, his praises now proclaim. 
    O Bless—èd is the one who comes in God’s most holy name! 

 
 
 

 



 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.   

   

T H E    C A L E N D A R     
This week   Today:         11:30 a.m. Deacons’ meeting 

    6 p.m.  Stone Storytellers telling the Christmas Stories  

        at First Baptist Church in Hamilton, NY  
    7 p.m. Lessons & Carols – Hamilton College 

  Thursday:  10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

  Saturday:  10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe    
  Sunday:  9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 

     10:30 a.m.  Worship with Scott Leonard 

   Monday (12-12): 6 p.m. Session meeting – Stiefvaters’ home 
    
   

 GREETERS & HOSTS: Judy & Gary LaGasse 
 

POINSETTIA DEADLINE: Tomorrow is the deadline for ordering poinsettias for Christmas.  
The order form in inserted in the bulletin this morning.  

 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like  
to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and 

click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Today is the SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. Last week the candle of Hope was lighted. This 
week we light the candle of Peace. Our special collection will be donated to the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency’s Peace and Global Witness initiative. This offering enables the Presbyterian 

Church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice throughout the world. 

Whether in the Sudan, the Middle East or Afghanistan, these monies support multiple initiatives 
aimed at promoting a productive, peaceful life for all. Your generosity in support of the Peace and 

Global Witness initiative is appreciated. Thank you. 

 
WEAR PINK NEXT SUNDAY! For Advent (and Lent) purple is the liturgical color we use to 

symbolize our preparation for the Christ—except for the Third Sunday in Advent.  That is Gaudete 

Sunday (from Latin meaning “rejoice”) and is taken from Philippians 4:4-5, the Entrance Antiphon 
of the day, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near.”  And the liturgical color for joy is—pink!  So wear pink to show the 

joy we have as followers of Christ.  We will also have a special Christmas Joy collection that day. 

 
WE HAVE A NEW FAMILY! Look for tree ornaments with the needs and wants of our 

Christmas family.  This year we are adopting one small family from the Neighborhood Center. 

This is Stone Church’s 31st year of adopting families through the Neighborhood Center!   
Please return gifts - unwrapped, but with tags attached - by Sunday, December 18.  Be sure to join 

us that morning after worship for the wrapping party.  Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend. 

 
HOPE HOUSE’S WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following:  Food - 

breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot chocolate, butter or margarine; Toiletries - deodorant, 

shampoo, conditioner; Paper Goods - napkins, toilet paper. Please leave items in the narthex.  

 
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? For the past several weeks we've been experimenting with a 

couple of different sound systems graciously loaned to us and installed by the Rev. Ed Townsend 

from Three Steeples Church. The feedback (pun intended) has been unanimous that both of them 
are better than what we had and the first one with the wired microphones was a little better than 

with the hands-free microphones.  On Saturday November 12 John Puleo from Professional 

Technologies in Rome came and assessed our situation.  The conclusion was simply to replace 

two of our existing speakers on the walls of the sanctuary with a pair of new column speakers that 
shape the sound plus add an automatic audio processor to handle feedback.  That should solve 80-

90% of our problem.  After we see how well that works we explore if we need to replace other 

elements, like the microphones.  The equipment is being ordered and will be installed in 
December sometime before Christmas Eve.  Until then we'll continue to borrow Ed's equipment.   
 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY would appreciate donations of canned fruit, tuna, chili, soup, and 

peanut butter. Please leave items in the back of the sanctuary. Please note that loose change 

collected in worship on the third Sundays of each month is sent to the Country Pantry. Questions?  
See Judy LaGasse.  

  
 

Ewa Lawrence 
Doris Locke 
Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles’ Family 

Judy Raney 

Moore family 

Lynn  
Joann 

Rev. Reggie Villalobos 

John Prall 

Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 
Florence Morgan 

Family of Shirley Sollinger 

Esther Kanipe 
Keith Dewey (Dennis’ father) 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Refugees  

Members/Friends of the Week: 
Chris & Deb Carson 

Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

Courtney Britcher Gus and family 
Carole Grove 

Chris Woods and his family 

Family of Gil Palmer 
Family of Robert Grozl 
Jeff Hale and family   

Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman          

Family of Wilma Lawson  
Family of LauraGrace Eisenhower   

Susanne Max (Emily Hughes’ sister) 

Shirley & JoAnn Tolbert 

Family of Sue Bishop 
Family & friends of Carol Gilley 

Prayer of thanks for volunteers    


