
 
 

An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
   December 18, 2016 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  OOnnee  WWhhoo  IIss  CCoommiinngg  
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship.) 

 
PRELUDE                       “Sleepers, Wake!”                            J. G. Walther 
 

INTROIT & POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 

   ALL: Emmanuel, God is with us! 
      HALLELUJAH 
  
+HYMN #17         “ Sleepers, Wake!”      WACHET AUF                         
        (+Those who are able may stand)  
 

WELCOME  
 

LIGHTING THE 4th ADVENT CANDLE– LOVE –Tanya and Jason Hamshar 
You are invited to bring forward your offering of love for the Country Food Pantry.                                        

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Abba Father, we praise you for sending Your 

light into this world. We confess that we live as 

though the light never defeated the darkness. 

We confess that we ignore the Savior You sent 

to be among us and to live in us. We've kept the 

birth of Your Son confined to the Christmas 

season and do not yearn for His coming each 

moment in our waiting hearts. Forgive us for 

not opening our eyes to see Jesus. Prepare us for His return. Help us 

rejoice in the light so that Your grace can illuminate the darkened        

places of our hearts. In Your Son's most holy name.  Amen. 

 

 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY      (to the tune GLORIA) 
 

To the God of love we sing,  
To the Son let praises ring,  
And the Holy Spirit praise,  
As our song of love we raise:   
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!   
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 

 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST        
       

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 (You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 

 

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE 
                                                                    

          Isaiah 7:10-16 – A young woman will bear a son named Immanuel.       
                                                                                                                       TOLD BY ELIZABETH SMITH 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
      
         Romans 1:1-7 – Paul is a servant of Jesus, son of David and son of God. 

 
ANTHEM                         “Love Unmeasured, Love of God”           Lloyd Larson 
                             
CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN 
 
           Matthew 1:18-25 – The birth of Jesus Christ     TOLD BY DONNA GOODFRIEND 

    
SERMON                             What the World Needs Now...        
                                        

  
WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  

                       

+HYMN #11                   “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”                        GEBEN 
              
 



+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      (based on John 1) 
 

In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God, and the  
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were  
made through him, and without him nothing was made. What was  
made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The  
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to 
overcome it. The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into  
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him,  
yet the world did not know him. He came to his own home, and his  
own people did not receive him. But to those who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God. And  
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth. We 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. And from  
his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional, p. 16) 
 
OFFERTORY            “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”               G. F. Kaufmann 
                                                                         
+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                  (to the tune GLORIA) 

To the God of Love we sing, to the Son let praises ring, 
To the Holy Spirit raise this our song of grateful praise: 
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 

                                         
+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  iinn  tthhee  LLoovvee  ooff  EEmmmmaannuueell  
 

+HYMN #12                                   “People, Look East”                                 BESANCON 

 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
 
+CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
+POSTLUDE    
 

    

 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

December 18, 2016 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
 

All the People, Ministers 
 

 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 
 



 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.   

   

T H E    C A L E N D A R     
This week   Today:  11:30 a.m. Wrapping Party 

   Monday:  6 p.m. Bible Study 

     7:30 p.m. WEP meeting 
   Thursday:  10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

  Sunday:  10:30 a.m. Worship with Scott Leonard 
    

GREETER & HOST: Mary Chamberlain 
 

YOUR PLEDGE ENVELOPES for 2017 are available in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like  

to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and 
click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HOPE HOUSE’S WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following:  Food - 

breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot chocolate, butter or margarine; Toiletries - deodorant, shampoo, 

conditioner; Paper Goods - napkins, toilet paper. Please leave items in the narthex.  
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2016, 7:00 p.m. – CHRISTMAS EVE 
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that celebrates the Christ Child, 

the coming of the Light of the World. Invite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship. 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2016, 10:30 a.m. – CHRISTMAS DAY (Communion) 

We worship with lessons and carols and an intimate experience of the Lord’s Supper to celebrate 

the birth of the Savior of the world. 
 

Today is the FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. We have lighted candles of Hope, Peace and 
Joy. This week we light the candle of Love. Our special collection of love will be donated to the 

Country Pantry. The Country Pantry provides non perishable foods and fresh produce once a 

month to families and individuals in need and serves people in Clinton, Clark Mills 
and Westmoreland. The Pantry also provides referrals to SNAP, WIC, HEAP, Catholic Charities 

and Counseling. Additionally, holiday items for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter are 

provided; each child aged 3-18 is provided with KIDS Pas;  and school supplies are distributed to 

children ages 3 to 19. Your generosity in support of the Country Pantry is appreciated. Thank you. 
 

WE HAVE A NEW FAMILY! Please join us after worship this morning as we wrap gifts for the 
family we have adopted through the Neighborhood Center. This is Stone Church’s 31st year of 

adopting families through the Neighborhood Center! Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend. 
 

I CAN HEAR CLEARLY NOW is what we hope you now say.  On Monday Professional 

Technologies came and installed two new linear array speakers that work with our existing 
systems and microphones plus installed a digital signal processor that should eliminate any 

feedback.  We thank John Stiefvater who was here the entire time they installed it and checking it 

out.  The speakers need a little breaking in time and the company may have to come back out in a 

couple of weeks to tune them more, but it should be minor.  We welcome your feedback (pun 
intended) so we can try to make any additional adjustments necessary.  We will next look to see if 

we need to replace any of the microphones we use. 
 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY would appreciate donations of canned fruit, tuna, chili, soup, and 

peanut butter. Please leave items in the back of the sanctuary. Please note that loose change 
collected in worship on the third Sundays of each month (NOTE: THAT’S TODAY!) is sent to 

the Country Pantry. Questions?  See Judy LaGasse.  

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Wednesday, December 21 is the deadline for submitting articles 

for the January issue of “The Corner Stone.” 

  
CHRISTMAS CARDS for our homebound members and friends are on a table in the back of the 

sanctuary. Please sign them. 
 

Ewa Lawrence 

Doris Locke 
Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles’ Family 

Judy Raney 

Moore family 
Lynn  

Joann 

John Prall 
Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 

Florence Morgan 

Family of Shirley Sollinger 

Esther Kanipe 
Family of Keith Dewey  

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 
Kloidt-Gilligan family 

Family of Eleanor Palmer  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

Tom & Gayle Copfer 

Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 
Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

Carole Grove 

Chris Woods and his family 
Family of Gil Palmer 
Family of Robert Grozl 

Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman          

Family of Wilma Lawson  
Family of LauraGrace Eisenhower   

Susanne Max (Emily Hughes’ sister) 

Shirley & JoAnn Tolbert 
Bishop/Huther families 

Family & friends of Carol Gilley 

Prayer of thanks for volunteers  

Joy for the Menard/Coven families   


