
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                                                                                     

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 

 

 December 6, 2015 – 2nd Sunday of Advent (Communion) – PEACE  

 Malachi 3:1–4  The messenger of the covenant will be like a refining fire.   

                            As told by Elizabeth Smith 

 Luke 1:68–79  The Song of Zechariah  

 Philippians 1:3–11  Paul’s gratitude for the faithfulness of the Philippians 

 Luke 3:1–6  The proclamation of John the Baptist     

 Sermon: ―The Herald Heralds‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 

 

December 13, 2015 – 3rd Sunday of Advent (Communion) – JOY   

Baptism of Connor Blenis 

Zephaniah 3:14–20  The Lord will restore the fortunes of Zion. 

Isaiah 12:2–6  The Lord is my strength and my salvation. As told by Anne Dunn 

Philippians 4:4–7  Rejoice in the Lord always! As told by Donna Goodfriend 

Luke 3:7–18  John’s call to repentance. 

Sermon: ―Baptism by Fire‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

December 20, 2015 – 4th Sunday of Advent (Communion) – LOVE   

Micah 5:2–5a  A ruler will come from Bethlehem. 

Hebrews 10:5–10  We are sanctified. 

Luke 1:39–45,46–55  Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and The Magnificat  

                                   As told by Elizabeth Smith and Donna Goodfriend 

Sermon:  ―You Are Not Alone‖ – Elizabeth Smith, ALP preaching  

 

 

  

Thursday, December 24, 2015, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve 

 The Christmas story, anthems, carols are all bathed in the soft candlelight of 

 celebration as we observe the ―Silent Night, Holy Night‖ of Christ’s coming. 

 

 

December 27, 2015 – 1st Sunday after Christmas Day (Communion)  
We worship with lessons and carols and an intimate experience of 

the Lord’s Supper to celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world.  

December 2015December 2015  



 

Bah humbug (Did I say that out loud?) 
 

My relationship with Christmas has waxed and waned through my life.  As a child, my brothers 

and I would wake up at maybe 6:00 a.m. so excited to open presents, but we were under strict 

orders not to come downstairs until 7:00 a.m.  So we paced around and speculated what won-

ders lay beneath the tree.  At 7:00 a.m. on the dot we raced downstairs, woke our somewhat less 

enthusiastic parents, and began the revelry.  It was a rush—until shortly after the last present 

was unwrapped and the subsequent letdown of ―that’s it?‖ which was as much about how I felt 

as it was about the end of the gifts.   

  

In the prime of my callowness and sophomoric attitudes (otherwise known as my teenage years) I began to rebel against 

―Christmas.‖  I saw the commercialism, orgy of gift-giving, and transient veneer of people’s ―Christmas spirit‖ as self-

serving hypocrisy, particularly more so when in confirmation class I really started digging into the origins of our Christ-

mas traditions versus the biblical birth stories of Jesus.  Somehow, though, none of this seemed to bother my pastor, the 

Reverend Don Witzl.  He just said, ―Jesus loves everyone and we should focus on spreading that spirit.‖ 

  

We in the northern hemisphere have had winter solstice celebrations of various kinds for millennia.  The renewal of light 

and the coming of the new year was celebrated in the later Roman Empire at the Dies Natalis of Sol Invictus, the 

"Birthday of the Unconquerable Sun," on December 25.  When the Roman Empire adopted Christianity as its religion in 

the 4th century, it seemed like a good idea to essentially change from ―Sun‖ to ―Son‖ (playing a little loose here with the 

language).  But the church fathers found that while they could change the name and intent of the holiday, they could not 

change the carousing and revelry practices of the culture.  This is one reason why the Puritans and others banned the 

celebration of ―Christmas‖ in the early years of our country, though the culture at large continued to do so in one way or 

another. 

  

We have a sentimentality and longing for ―the way Christmas used to be‖ but the truth is commercialism and consumer-

ism have driven our celebration of Christmas for the past two hundred years, albeit rising as our wealth (as a whole) has 

risen. With the continuing erosion of Christianity as the civic religion in the U.S., though, there is a reactionary element 

that resists the effects of culture shift on how we celebrate the season publicly, decrying ―Happy Holidays!‖ and plain 

red cups at Starbucks.   

  

As People of the Way, though, we should not care about any of these public arguments.  Our focus is on the celebration 

of the birth of our Savior.  I envision if Jesus were here today and he were asked to weigh in, he would say, ―Render to 

the culture the things that are the culture, and render to God the things that are God.‖   

  

Christmas U.S.A. has elements that aren’t bad:  recounting our blessings, giving to the less fortunate, being more forgiv-

ing with each other, spending time with family and friends and exchanging meaningful gifts with love.  Even if these 

acts of kindness and love fade somewhat as the New Year arrives, better to have had them for a little while than not at 

all.  And who knows?  Maybe each year as commercial Christmas starts sooner, we could start the spirit of Christmas 

sooner. 

  

Of course as good Christians we are not in the Christmas season until December 25; we are in the season of Advent 

(literally, ―Coming‖), the season of anticipation of Christ.   Perhaps instead of fighting the cultural tides, we could ride 

their waves.  Let us have the civic/secular Christmas season that all celebrate (hopefully more the positive aspects than 

the negative), while we, as People of the Way, focus on the Coming of He who is and He who came for all people for all 

time. 

 

Joyous Advent (and Merry Christmas), 
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Advent Mission Activities 
 

Advent is the season during which we remember the promise of salvation God made to us, a promise that was kept 

through the birth of Jesus. Our church activities and services during Advent support our reflection and preparation for the 

joyous birth event. 

  

Part of our congregation’s preparation is in the form of our four special advent offerings. Our first Advent offering of 

Hope on November 29 was in support of Utica’s Hope House whose main mission is to provide shelter and a hot meal to 

those without a home or food. 

 

Our December 6 second offering of Peace will be directed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. The Peace offering will 

be used to support world-wide peacemaking and global witness efforts. Portions of this offering will be used to fund the 

Presbyterian Peace camp for children, an experience designed to help children have an appreciation for diversity and a 

belief in the power of peacemaking. 

  

The Christmas Joy offering, our third offering on December 13, honors a promise to church workers and to Presbyterian 

racial ethnic leadership:  two promises, one offering that is used in these ways: 

 

50% is used for the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. The Assistance program benefits retired 

church workers with financial and housing needs and current church workers with urgent financial needs. 

 

50% is used for Presbyterian Mission Agency ministries in racial ethnic education and leadership development. 

Monies are used for assistance for students and future church leaders and support for Presbyterian related 

schools and colleges. 

 

Our fourth offering of Love will be dedicated to the Country Pantry, an ecumenical food pantry located in Clark Mills. 

While we also support Country Pantry through our monthly donations of food, this December 20 offering will be used 

for items not provided through donation. 

 

Our mission is partly achieved through giving of ourselves, of our time and energy through hands on involvement.  An-

other piece of our mission involvement is through financial contribution.  Both these types of giving are important com-

ponents of truly making a difference.  This Advent season, please give generously during these special offering opportu-

nities. We can demonstrate that we indeed are a  church of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Find us on Facebook 
 

Besides our web page (stonepres.org) you can now 

also find Stone Church on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres!  We’ll use our 

Facebook page for more frequent updates of events 

and commentary on the activities in our church 

and around us. 

Santa Party for families 
Brookdale Clinton Independent Living 

99 Brookside Drive, Clinton 

Saturday, December 5 from 10 a.m. to noon.   

 

Hot drinks, cookies, color contest and more! 

 

RSVP 853-1224 or just come on by! All are welcome. 



Country Pantry needs your help 
 

Thanks to all who contributed to the food drive for the 

Country Pantry, their grocery bags were overflowing!  

 

We will wind up the towels and gift 

card collection on December 6th.  

 

In preparation for the cold weather in 

January, we will collect all kinds of 

soup and/or crackers. 

 

Questions?  Contact Judy LaGasse. 

 

with gratefulness from the clients of the County Pantry 
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We have two new families! 
 

 Look for tree ornaments with the needs and wants 

of our Christmas families.  This year we are 

adopting one small family from the Neighbor-

hood Center and one small local family. The or-

naments will adorn the sanctuary Christmas tree 

by Sunday, December 6.  This is Stone Church’s 

30th year of adopting families through the 

Neighborhood Center!   

 

 Please return gifts - unwrapped, but with tags  

 attached - by Sunday, December 13.  Be sure to 

join us that morning after worship for the wrap-

ping party.   

 

 Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend.   

Letter from a Faithful Follower 
 

The reach of our community of faith exceeds what you may think.  A couple of months ago we received a handwritten 

letter from a former parishioner of Stone, Brewster Gere, who now lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  It was such a consid-

erate piece we thought we would share it with you.  With his permission here is a transcription of that letter. 

 

October 7, 2015 

 

Dear Scott, 

 

I met you several years ago while our family was in Clinton at the time of my mother’s memorial service.  Congratula-

tions on your call to serve Stone Church at this crucial time in its history. 

 

By way of a short bio, our family—Brewster and Peggy Gere (parents) and my sister Judith and Meg—lived in Clinton 

from 1947 – 1972.  Our father was chair of Hamilton Math Dept. and our family attended Stone Church and I was or-

dained there June 14, 1970.  I have recently retired after serving Presbyterian Churches for 40 years in Michigan (3 

times), Seattle and suburban St. Louis.  So, Stone Church holds a place in my heart as one of the keys to my spiritual 

development.  Of particular importance was Bud Morgan. 

 

I enjoy receiving The Corner Stone, still put together and assembled as when I began ministry.  Midge Bakos’ historical 

pieces are of great interest to me, so thank her for her work please.   

 

Enclosed is a small amount for the Church’s work—use as you deem most helpful.  I just read Mary Ann Steifvater’s 

stewardship piece (hi to John who was, I believe, a year behind me at CHS) which I hope the congregation finds helpful. 

 

God’s peace!  Christ’s Blessings on you and Stone Church,  

 

Budge Gere 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

The Front of the Sanctuary—its history since 1878 
 

When the dedication of the present Stone Church took place February 7, 

1878, the crown of the arch and the sides of the arch in the front of the sanc-

tuary had been frescoe painted by Albert Ertle, a German artist. Frescoe 

painting is an Italian technique where paint is applied to a fine plaster while 

it is still wet. As the plaster dries, the pigments bind to it and because plaster 

dries in a day, small areas at a time are done. Barely visible in the accompa-

nying picture, are three circles enclosing lilies and roses near the top. 

 

In l935, Howard Chaney at 17 years of age, painted a mural of Mary and the 

baby Jesus directly under the arch as a project supervised by his art teacher, 

Natalie Hawley, for the Christmas season. Because the congregation admired 

it, the session agreed to let it remain for about ten years. The picture to the 

right was taken by Natalie Hawley. Howard Chaney went on to study art at 

Syracuse University graduating in 1941 and where he also earned his Mas-

ter’s Degree. Not only was he loved by his art students at Clinton for over 30 

years, he was one of the founders of the Kirkland Art Center, and served on 

the Session of our church. Quoting from the late Jack Boynton, owner and 

editor of the Clinton Courier, in his article ―Fond Memories‖ February 19, 

1975, ―Hardly an aspect of Clinton has not been touched by him—touched 

and made better. He took time out to do the thoughtful acts prompted by his 

inner warmth and love…We are better for having crossed paths with him.‖ 

 

In 1946, the trustees decided to have the whole church sanctuary painted. After several estimates from area contractors, 

the F.G. West Co. was hired to give the entire sanctuary two coats of paint. Whatever became of Howard Chaney’s mu-

ral is a mystery. We assume the frescoe painting was covered over behind the initial painting that year and other subse-

quent painting done at various times. 

 

To fill the empty space of the chancel, the session agreed to place a 15 foot walnut wooden cross purchased from Whitte-

more Associates, Inc. Boston, MA in late 1963. Wesley Wood, a carpenter by trade and member of our church, engi-

neered the installation by enlisting the help of several strong Stone Church men to help lift it into place. The cross was 

given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ellinwood by their daughter Dorothy Ellinwood Crusen. They were related to 

our Clinton missionary to Thailand Alice Ellinwood from 1911 – 1940. 

 

By Pentecost of 2010 the congregation saw the walnut cross with four added quarter circles shap-

ing it into a Celtic cross. How did it get there?  First the measurements were presented to Fred 

Kaiser who is an artist in his own right and a former engineer for Bendix Corp. An engineer I’m 

not, and after a phone call to Fred I had difficulty understanding his explanation. At that point he 

cordially invited me to Sitrin. Using his drafting board Fred showed me how he created the four  

arcs and gave me a copy of his draft. He completed the project in April 

 2010, Donna Goodfriend painted them, and our 

 contractor Dwight Dibble attached them. Dwight  

 was amazed how well the arcs fit in place so  

 perfectly.    

 

        Midge Bakos 
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What an honor! 
 

Recently Scott Leonard received the Silver Beaver 

award, the highest award a scout leader can attain.  It 

recognizes… ―Scouters of exceptional character who 

have provided distinguished service within a council.‖ 

The event took place at the New Hartford American 

Legion on November 12 during the 2015 Boy Scout 

Annual Recognition Dinner.  Scott’s service in differ-

ent capacities with scouting over the years is greatly 

appreciated. Congratulations, Scott! 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Fair Trade Artisans of Vietnam 
 

You can help people like Nyugen by shopping at the Building 

Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 South 

Park Row, Clinton.  

 

In addition to our regular hours of 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on 

Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on second Saturdays, we will be 

open every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 

The entrance to our shop is on Williams Street. We offer gift 

certificates, accept credit cards and are handicapped accessible. 

Come and do some Christmas shopping with us!  

 

For more information, call 315-853-2933, visit our website at 

www.stonepres.org or check us out on Facebook.  

A Farewell Luncheon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 

Sunday, November 22, we gathered to celebrate the 

good times we have had with David, Pam, Adam, and 

Zachary Blanks. We will miss them a great deal and 

wish them all the best in the next chapter of their lives 

in Colorado!   

 

Bon voyage! 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.   

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:  deodor-

ant, razors, conditioner, shampoo, toothpaste, shaving 

cream, coffee, sugar, creamer, rags, oven mitts, and 

prayers.   

 

Please leave items in the narthex.   

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

December Happenings at Stone   
   

 12-3 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe  

  7 p.m. WEP meeting 

 12-5 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

 

 12-6 2nd Sunday of Advent  

  9 a.m. Choir rehearsal  

  10:30 a.m. Worship with Scott Leonard 

  4 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols - HC Chapel 

 12-7  Poinsettia order deadline 

  6 p.m. Bible Study 

 12-9 8:30 a.m. Clinton Area Ministerium meeting - Lutheran Home 

 12-10 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe  

 12-12 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

   

12-13 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with Scott Leonard 

12-14 7 p.m. Session meeting 

12-17 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe  

12-19 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

  

12-20 4th Sunday of Advent 

 9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with Elizabeth Smith  

12-21  Newsletter deadline 

 6 p.m. Bible Study 

12-24 7 p.m. Christmas Eve service 

12-25  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

    

12-27 1st Sunday after Christmas Day  

 9 a.m. Choir rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with Scott Leonard 

12-28 3 p.m. Hope House 
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Credos Revisited 
 

One of the ideas coming out of a meeting of the Membership, Communication and Outreach Committee was to revive 

our ―credos‖ that were started back in October 2007 and continued through the following year. ―Credo‖ is the Latin word 

for ―I Believe.‖  We’re encouraging members to update or revise their past ―credos‖ and to invite others to submit their 

own statements of faith to be published in the newsletter. The ―Credo‖ can be any length but only needs to be a para-

graph.  Statements of faith from those who have not done so in the past would be most welcome. 

  

To do this you can draw on life experiences that have sustained you or struggles that may have shaped your life. Some 

questions that you might ask yourself are: How did you come by your faith? Were there mentors in your life along the 

way? How has God strengthened your faith? Were you brought up in a church environment? 

 

This month we present Peter Massi’s credo. 

I Believe 
 

I’m kneeling–that’s what you’re supposed to do. My sister and my mother are on either side of me 

in the pew. My forehead is still wet with the holy water from the cup you have to dip your fingers 

into to sign the cross. Signing the cross seems pretty important. Folding my hands, kneeling on the 

padded rest, and resting my head on the pew, I pray. 

  

Early memories are fickle, yet somehow honest. I felt joy at many of the simple rites as a Catholic 

child. Religious classes in which we learned about Jesus and the Bible, I quite liked. Saying grace, 

―Thank you for the world so sweet/Thank you for the food we eat/Thank you for the birds that 

sing/Thank you, God, for everything.‖ Praying myself to sleep. I recall so few pieces from those 

early years, but I know I was close with God. As I suppose many do, I felt a strong relationship 

with God at that time. 

  

But time passed, and, for so many reasons, as I got older my feelings waned. I was an unhappy adolescent in a pretty 

classic sense, though, not to any extreme. Things simply didn’t seem to go my way, it made me sad and angry, and I lost 

touch with God. For many years into adulthood, I lead a very secular life, not thinking too long or too deeply about di-

vinity. I was not very fulfilled. 

  

Things began to change at the age of 22 (I’m 27 now, by the way). I learned a prayer. How funny it seemed, that a prayer 

could change me so quickly. Prayer did change my life. Then, I said it when things felt at their worst. I’ve said it over 

and over for the last five years. Many of you know it, and I say it with you now with gladness, ―God, grant me the seren-

ity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.‖ 

  

This I believe…Strength comes from God. I still find my strength with Him. 

  

I am thankful for my wonderful wife, the strongest person I know, and to this community we’ve found in which we can 

make friendships, grow our faith, and carry out God’s mission. 

  

In love and thanks, Peter Massi 

Correction of November’s Thomas Hastings story:  
The ceremony for the placement of the plaque honoring Thomas Hastings took place at 3 p.m. Saturday May 13, 1978 

(not 1976 as stated in the November issue of The Corner Stone) during the Kirkland Art Center Fair Days with repre-

sentatives from the Historical Society and community and led by Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. 
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Deacons’ Corner 
    

―CHRISTMAS IS FOR THE CHILDREN‖ 

 

How many times have we heard someone say that Christmas is really for the children?  I know I have heard it many 

times…and have even said it myself!!  Many people don’t look forward to Christmas because they won’t be around 

their children or grandchildren and the holidays remind all of us of family members and friends who are no longer 

with us.  

 

Our focus today is to make sure we get the latest gadget for our children or grandchildren.  We think nothing of shopping 

on Black Friday and Sundays…..getting up at the crack of dawn and standing in long lines. Money seems to be no object 

as long as we can get everything everyone wants. Shopping and decorating seem to be what Christmas is all about. Most 

of us are so tired by Christmas that we can’t even go to Church on Christmas Eve. This has to change!!! When did we as 

adults lose track of the meaning of Christmas?  When is the last time we sat down with our grandchildren or small child 

and really talked to them about the meaning of Advent and Christmas? Do the little ones even know what Christmas is…

or do they just think it is all about Santa Claus and how many gifts they get. Do they know it is the birth of Jesus?   

 

Yes, we love seeing the wonder and excitement in the little ones’ eyes when they see Santa and open their gifts.  But, 

wouldn’t it be great if we saw the same excitement and joy when they saw the Christmas pageant, or heard the Christmas 

story or sang a Christmas carol.  When I was small the Church was a big part of my life. My parents and grandparents 

made sure my brother and I knew the meaning of Christmas and what it was REALLY about.  We made cookies and 

then wrapped them and took them to neighbors. In Sunday school we made favors and took them to the hospital to put 

on the food trays.  Our youth group sang at the local nursing home.  We made cards and small gifts for our family and 

friends. My parents had friends over and we were invited to friend’s homes. Going to Church was magical with all the 

poinsettias, candles and beautiful Christmas Tree.  We need to think more about giving rather than getting!!! 

 

Yes, Christmas is for children. But we are ALL God’s children…and that means YOU and it means ME.  Christmas is 

for everyone!!! Let’s all try to remember this and not focus on all the material things we associate with Christmas. Let us 

all rejoice in the birth of our Savior. We need to spread his love and grace.  Take time this season to visit a friend, call 

someone you haven’t spoken to in a long time, take a plate of cookies to a neighbor etc…..and go to Church!!!!   

 

Christmas is about Love…….the best present of all.  We just need to open it!!!!! 

 

Linda Rance for the Deacons 

 

Help Wanted 
 

The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe is having an amazing 

year in its new location. We are now in our busiest time of the 

year, and we therefore need some short-term volunteers.  We will 

be open every Saturday in December, and should have at least  

two workers on duty at all times. Please consider volunteering for a shift or two. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of 

the sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Lauralyn Kolb (853-8738, lkolb@hamilton.edu) or Mary Chamberlain. 

 

Note: We continue to be open every Thursday throughout the year. 



Remember in Prayer  
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

Please note that we will remove names after six weeks 

if we haven’t received an update or request to keep 

them on. 
 

- Wilma Lawson 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- Jan Johnson 

- The homeless 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Rhoda Swan’s family 

- Family of Mildred Schell 

- Family & friends of the Rev. J. Lynn White  

- Carole Grove 

- Dani Rance 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Family of C. Davis Robinson 

- Chris Woods & his family 

- Amy, Eric Sornesen’s fiancé, & family 

- Family of Erik Sornesen  

- Pete Robinson, Sherry’s Dad 

- Anne Reynolds & family 

- Family of Ann Conley 

- Refugees 

December Birthdays 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

23 - Gil Adams 

  Mollie Arnal 

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

28 - Wilma Lawson 

30 - Peter Christeler  

Happy Birthday wishes to both Gil 

Adams and Wilma Lawson! 
 

Gil will celebrate his 92nd birthday on December 23.  

He lives in the Maple Unit at the Presbyterian Home 

where he often takes part in the sing-a-longs.  Why am 

I not surprised?   

  

Wilma will reach her 90th birthday on December 28.  

She and Gene reside at Preswick Glen, Apartment 221, 

New Hartford.  

 

Take time to send greetings to these faithful members. 

When can I use the labyrinth? 
 

The labyrinth is 

available in the 

Stone Church 

sanctuary for those 

who would like to 

use it for prayer 

and meditation. 

 

The church is open Monday through Friday 8:45 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. 

 

In addition, the church is open Thursdays while the Fair 

Trade Shoppe is open until 6:30 p.m. 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

The annual Christmas Vesper service of Lessons and 

Carols will take place in the Hamilton College Chapel 

on Sunday, December 6 at 4 p.m.  All are welcome. 

Bible Study 
 

The group is currently meeting at 6 p.m. on Monday 

evenings.  Our next 2 meetings are scheduled for De-

cember 7 and December 21.  Please join us as we dis-

cuss ―Prayer that Works.‖  All are welcome. 

 

Questions?  Contact Donna Goodfriend or Emily 

Massi. 
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 Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, or pink 

 poinsettias are $10.50 each.  

   

 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  

 out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   

 is Monday, December 7.  Questions?  Call Linda Rance, 797-0737, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 

 

      =========================================================================== 

  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 

                             

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 

                 

        or 

  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 

 

  

 Amount enclosed _____________________________ 

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591 

Franklin Avenue, Clinton NY 

 

New and past blood donors are needed.  (There is an ongoing need for 0, A-, and B- type blood) 

Sign up to schedule your appointment via email at www.redcrossblood.org or call Bill Rudge at 853-6300. 

 

Double red donation appointments are needed every hour from 0-, 0+, A-, and B- donors. 

 

Walk-ins are essential and will be very welcomed. 

 

Sponsored by Kirkland Community Organizations 
 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the January   

issue of the newsletter is Mon-

day, December 21. Contact 

Midge Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 

with questions or comments.   
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Home Phone: 737-7671; Cell: 723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Trudi Christeler, Ceil Gilbert, 

and Bev Miller who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled 

this issue of The Corner Stone 

just for you!     

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 




