
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                                                                                     

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 

 

February 7, 2016 – Transfiguration of the Lord (Communion and a Baptism) 

Exodus 34:29–35   Moses’ face shines after encountering God on Sinai.   

                                              Told by Donna Goodfriend 

Psalm 99   A song of praise for God’s holiness  

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2   Our faces are unveiled as we are transformed.  

Luke 9:28–36 [37–43]   The transfiguration of the Lord   Told by Peter Massi 

Sermon: ―Transformers – More Than Meets the Eyes‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 
February 10, 2016 – Pancake Dinner and Ash Wednesday Service 

A 6:00 p.m. Pancake Dinner followed by a 7:00 p.m. candlelight service of prayer,  

silence and ashes.   

 
February 14, 2016 – First Sunday in Lent (and Installation of Officers) 

Deuteronomy 26:1–11    An ancient creed of Israel 

Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16   The Lord is our refuge. 

Romans 10:8b–13   We confess with our lips and believe in our hearts. 

Luke 4:1–13   The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness   Told by Peter Massi 

Sermon: ―Choices‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 
February 21, 2016 – Second Sunday in Lent   

Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18    The covenant with Abraham 

Psalm 27   The Lord is my light and salvation. 

Philippians 3:17—4:1   We are citizens of heaven. 

Luke 13:31–35   Jesus laments Jerusalem's failure at peace. 

Jeff McArn preaching 
  

 

February 28, 2016 – Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1–9   Come, feast with no cost. 

Psalm 63:1–8   My soul hungers and thirsts for God. 

1 Corinthians 10:1–13   God enables us to endure testing. 

Luke 13:1–9   One last chance is offered for repentance. 

Sermon:  ―Second Chances‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

February 2016February 2016  



Love is in the Air 
  

Twelve months.  That’s how long it’s been since I wrote my first column for our 

newsletter.  And it’s been an eventful twelve months and continues to be.  On Febru-

ary 7 we will have another baptism (and it appears we may have even more in the 

near future)!  This baptism alone could have motivated me becoming a commissioned 

lay pastor (and now is at least a reward for doing so!) because it will be for my grand-

daughter, Allison Miller!  The following Sunday is Valentine’s Day and while cou-

ples will celebrate their love for each other, we at Stone will be installing new offi-

cers, celebrating the love people have for our church by willing to become elders and 

deacons, helping to lead and minister to and for our community of faith.  This month I also will be starting up 

a new member class for people who feel the love of our community of faith and the love of God and to formal-

ize their ties with that.  And yet… 

 

This month also starts our liturgical season of Lent.  It is a time of repentance and preparation for the coming 

of Easter; a time of self-examination and reflection.  On Wednesday February 10 we will start with a ―late‖ 

Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday pancake (and sausage) dinner and then follow with our Ash Wednesday service.  Lent 

then continues for the next forty days (plus six Sundays) reflecting the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness, 

fasting and being tempted by the devil (―the slanderer‖).   

 

We are called to reflect on that time also.  To reflect on the love God has for us that he would send his only 

son to die for us and how we can do better to express that love with our own lives. Traditionally, people fasted 

during Lent or made other sacrifices.  These days people might ―give up‖ something.  Such actions can be use-

ful, if they help you focus on God and particularly if they are accompanied with prayer.  Otherwise don’t 

bother—God has no need for empty sacrifices.  A friend of mine growing up had a twist on that philosophy.  

Every year for Lent he gave up hunting elephants in Antarctica.  It wasn’t much of a sacrifice. 

 

Another way to reflect is to attend the ecumenical Lenten series that our local churches are sponsoring through 

the Clinton Area Ministerium.  We will watch and discuss the video, ―Who is This Man?‖ (see details else-

where in this newsletter).  I have watched the video (since I will moderate one of the discussion sessions) and I 

found it moving and thought-provoking.  It gave me a deeper understanding of what Jesus was trying to teach 

us by word and deed—and how there are ordinary people today showing that in extraordinary ways. 

 

For the kind of love Jesus talks about is not just a feel-good, be-nice kind of emotion; it is agápē (ah-gah’-

pay), a Greek word used by the New Testament writers that meant a pure, unconditional, self-giving love.  

That kind of love means making sacrifices—not for yourself or on your behalf, but for others.  All have sinned 

and fallen short of the glory of God—but that doesn’t mean we can’t try to be reflectors of the glory, dim as it 

might be, to those around us who are in need, who are hurting, and who have an emptiness that can only be 

filled with agápē.  So as we reflect on our own penitent lives, let’s also go and reflect some of that glory of 

God.  Who can’t use a little agápē? 

  

Shalom, 
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Wanted: Your Per Capita!  
 

Please note that per capita payments for 2016 are now 

being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 

year is $37 per member (same as last year). The church 

is assessed this amount for each member on the mem-

bership roll. The per capita is the cost of our represen-

tative democracy as a church and supports the meetings 

and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General 

Assembly.  

 

Please consider sending your per capita either directly 

to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) 

or enclosing it in your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Early Pledges Wanted 
 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more 

of a problem for our church in the winter 

months (January through April) than sum-

mer months, even during a relatively warm 

winter. Session is asking folks to consider 

giving more of their pledge upfront, if pos-

sible.  

 

We will, of course, keep good track of 

what you have paid towards your pledge. 

 

Questions? See Peter Massi. 

Clinton Area Ministerium Lenten Series  

Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.   

Clinton United Methodist Church 
 

Jesus is history’s most familiar figure and his impact on the world is unsurpassed 

and yet he did it in a way no one else did.  Come and see 

in this five-session video-based study the sweeping influ-

ence of Jesus and how his vision for us to lead lives of 

dignity, compassion, forgiveness, and hope continues to 

inspire and challenge humanity today. 

 

This year’s ecumenical Lenten Series will be hosted at the Clinton United Methodist Church on 

Thursday evenings beginning with a light soup and bread supper at 6:00 p.m. Then there 

will be a session shown from John Ortberg’s video ―Who is this Man?  The Unpredictable Im-

pact of the Inescapable Jesus‖ followed by a discussion moderated by one of Clinton’s clergy.  

The program will end before 7:30 p.m. Please plan to make this fascinating series part of your 

Lenten experience. 

 

 

Feb 18 The Rev. Jeff Hale Session 1 ―Who Is This Man?‖ 

 

Feb 25 

 

The Rev. Fr. John Croghan 

 

Session 2 ―A Revolution of Humanity‖ 

 

Mar 3 

 

Scott Leonard, CLP 

 

Session 3 ―The Power of Forgiveness‖ 
 (Stone supplies the soup and bread this week) 

 

Mar 10 

 

Patsy Glista and 

the Rev. Janet Griffiths 

 

Session 4 ―Why It’s a Small World After All‖ 

 

Mar 17 

 

The Rev. Jeff McArn 

 

Session 5 ―Three Days That Changed the World‖ 



Page 4  The Corner  Stone  

Using the Hearing Assistance Devices 
 

Unfortunately, some of us sometimes have some diffi-

culty in hearing the wonderful sermons that are pre-

sented each week either by our Pastor Scott Leonard or 

whoever the guest preacher may be.  

 

For those of you who are not aware, the Church has 

available some small pieces of equipment that are de-

signed to amplify the sound and aid you with this an-

noying problem. They are called hearing assistance 

devices and they are located on the table at the back of 

the Church in a small box.  There are four of them and 

they have been recently outfitted with new batteries and 

checked to make sure they are in proper working order. 

They are relatively easy to use and if you would like to 

try one, please help yourself.  

 

If you would like some assistance, please just ask John 

Menard or Scott Leonard and they would be more than 

happy to show you the ropes. People have commented 

that these items have made a big difference for them in 

enjoying Sunday morning.  

 

 

Chocolate Lover’s Sale 
 

Valentine’s Day, popularly associated with love, is an appropriate time for us to demonstrate 

God’s love for ALL people, especially those who are the neediest.  

 

Please plan to support our annual Chocolate Lover’s Sale which will be held on Saturday, February 

13th from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the church narthex. Home-made sweet and savory chocolate 

treats plus items from the Fair Trade Shoppe will be offered. All proceeds from this sale will be 

used to support Hope House in Utica.  

 

The Hope House’s mission is to offer homeless or needy individuals in Utica and its surroundings, 

a daytime opportunity for shelter, a hot nutritious meal, and a referral to any needed human service, if desired. What hap-

pens at Hope House is comparable to the Bible story of the miracle of the feeding of fishes and loaves of bread. The 

guests include individuals who are elderly and have no family, young families with children, those who are dealing with 

addictions, and those whose challenges are sometimes unidentifiable. Many guests that frequent Hope House claim that a 

friendly face serving them a delicious meal creates the only pleasant moment in their day. Hope House cannot solve all 

the problems their guests face, but with our help, we can ensure that their guests have a safe place to rest during the day 

and a hot meal served with a smile.  

 

Please plan to offer your support through baking or a financial contribution. As importantly, encourage your family, 

friends and neighbors to come to the sale and purchase something yummy. It is a rare person who doesn’t appreciate 

something sweet and chocolate-y.  

 

Questions ? Please see Ceil Gilbert or Donna Goodfriend.  

Story Storytellers to Present  

―Stories from the Gospel of Luke‖  

on Palm Sunday Evening 
 
The Stone Storytellers have begun 

rehearsing for this year’s ―Epic 

Telling‖ on Palm Sunday evening, 

March 20, 2016.  This one-hour 

performance will feature stories 

from the gospel of Luke, including 

those unique to Luke such as the 

birth of Jesus and parables like the Good Samaritan and 

the Prodigal Son. 

 

The Stone Storytellers meet each third Monday of the 

month. There are still opportunities available for others 

to join us. If you’re interested and/or would like to take 

part in the Epic Telling, please contact Scott Leonard as 

soon as possible. 

  

―In the beginning was the performance; not the word 

alone, not the deed alone, but both, each indelibly 

marked with the other forever‖ (Crossan, The Histori-

cal Jesus 1991, xi). 
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Historical Period Revisited — A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

            

A Brief Look as the Bristol Family — (Revised from 2009) 
 

Enticed by the Rev. Samuel Kirkland to move to this beautiful valley, Eli Bristol and his younger brother Joel arrived in 

Clinton from Stockbridge, MA barely two years after the first settlers had established the settlement and a few years be-

fore the Hastings family arrival. The brothers built a log house for their wives and families and brought their 70 year old 

father Moses Bristol later by ox-cart to live with them. All three Bristols were prominent in the founding of the Congre-

gational Church, the building of the Old White Meeting house, and were among the church’s first trustees and deacons. 

 

Eli and Joel set about clearing their land for farming, owning property extending from the present Bristol Road to ap-

proximately what is now Campus Road north to the present day Skenandoa Golf Club and back down to the Oriskany 

Creek. They were among the contributors to Kirkland’s Hamilton-Oneida Academy giving lumber and labor and where 

they officiated as trustees. When the Academy became Hamilton College, Joel served as a trustee from 1812 until his 

death in 1827. 

 

Joel’s son George graduated from Hamilton as valedictorian in 1815. He was famous for his orchards, raising apples and 

seven varieties of pears. George was well known for his beautiful tenor voice. A. D. Gridley, in his book History of Kirk-

land said that the students on the hill went to church more to hear his singing than to listen to the sermon.  George later 

raised money to fund a pipe organ at the Old Stone Church and church records show he played the organ. He served as 

trustee of Hamilton from 1828 -1852. 

 

George’s son Henry Platt Bristol spent many years as the superintendent of the Sabbath 

School and also taught in the Clinton Grammar school and Dwight’s Rural High School.  In 

the Norton Room is a memorial window with the inscription ―The Righteous shall be in ev-

erlasting remembrance.‖  ―He was a man of thorough principle and was respected and es-

teemed by his pupils he sought to improve and bless,‖ according to Gridley’s History of 

Kirkland. In January of 2009, $2500 was donated by the Bristol Fund Inc. toward the resto-

ration of this window. The plaque reads ―restored by William McLaren Bristol III and Mary 

Jayne Corney. 

 

George’s grandson William McLaren Bristol and his mother moved to George’s farm as a 

young boy due to his father Henry’s early death. William attended Hamilton College and 

when barely out of college, he and a college friend John Myers bought the failing Clinton 

Pharmaceutical Company in 1887 for $5000, an investment that actually John Myers pro-

vided. The initial venture struggled for a few years but became a thriving company now 

called the Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. 

 

George’s great grandson, Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, also a Hamilton grad and former execu-

tive in the Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., was a musician who wrote numerous choral and organ  

compositions. On one of his visits to Clinton, Lee Bristol provided records of the Bristol and 

Hastings families, noting that the Gridley, Bristol, and Hastings families met socially to sing, and play instruments thus 

creating their own entertainment. 

 

The Bristol family was an enterprising, hard-working family interested in higher education. From the inception of the 

Hamilton-Oneida Academy and up to August 2009 with the death of William McLaren ―Mac‖ Bristol III, a Bristol or 

Bristol descendent had been on the Board of Trustees at Hamilton—leaving no doubt as to their devotion and generosity 

to the college. 

 

          Midge Bakos 

 

George’s great grandson, 

Lee Hastings Bristol,  

standing next to Henry Platt 

Bristol’s memorial window 
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In God’s House 
 

In January we watched In God’s House, Clintonian 

Rob Knight’s documentary about religion in Utica. 

This fascinating work highlights both the diversity of 

worship opportunities and the changed cultural mix of 

the city of Utica. Additionally, these pictures were a 

chance to see just how the streets and buildings of the 

city are being altered. Mr. Knight joined us to offer his 

unique perspective regarding God’s presence in Utica 

and to answer questions. 

Fair Trade Artisans of Bangladesh 
  

Women in rural Bangladesh, like Rabeya Begum, are empowered in multiple 

ways by creating bread warmer and basket sets. Rabeya has been making grass 

handicrafts for more than ten years and uses most of her income to send her 

three children to school. Her dream is to be a leader in her community. She 

freely shares the knowledge she has learned about women’s rights, dignity, 

health and nutrition with other women in her village and encourages them to 

discover new possibilities for their own lives.  

 

You can help people like Rabeya by shopping at the Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, located at Stone Presbyterian 

Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton. Our hours are 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. every Thursday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on second 

Saturdays. The entrance to our shop is on Williams Street. We also offer unique handmade items from 35 other coun-

tries. We offer gift certificates, accept credit cards and are handicapped accessible.  

 

For more information, call 315-853-2933, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres.  

Stone Church officers  

 

 Elders  
 

Class of 2016: John Stiefvater                  

 Mary Ann Stiefvater   

 Elizabeth Smith  

 

Class of 2017: Donna Goodfriend 

 John Menard 

 Peter Massi 

 

Class of 2018: Sherry Robinson 

 Emily Hughes 

 

 Deacons  

 

Class of 2016: Hal Rance 

 Linda Rance 

 Brooke Villiere 

 Judy LaGasse 

 Gary LaGasse  

 

Class of 2017: Mary Chamberlain 

 Emily Young  

 

Class of 2018: Bev Miller 
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Credos Revisited 
 

Thank you for participating in reviving our credos this past year. We’re continuing the idea into the year 2016. ―Credo‖ 

is the Latin word for ―I believe.‖ If submitting a statement of faith sounds less intimidating than the word ―credo‖ — so 

be it. The statement of faith needs only be a paragraph or two but the process does take some time, prayer and prepara-

tion. Perhaps it could be an outgrowth of your daily devotion. 

 

Think about life experiences or struggles that may have shaped your life. How did you come by your faith? Were there 

mentors that especially guided you? Was your relationship with God a gradual progression? 

 

Please let Ceil Gilbert or Midge Bakos know if you would like to share your credo or statement of faith. 

 

This month we present Mary Ann Stiefvater’s statement of faith. 

This I Believe 
 

―This I believe‖ are daunting words because I truly don’t have a cohesive set of ideals and philosophies that guide me 

from day to day. Instead, I have notions and emotions which direct me as I work towards understanding Jesus’ teachings 

and using my many blessings to help others. 

 

As a child, my family went to an old white frame Presbyterian Church in Sparta, New Jersey, the village where I lived 

until I was about 10 years old. My clearest memories are how much I loved the church music and the pleasure I took in 

Sunday school activities, particularly the stories from the Bible and memorizing Psalms, the Apostles Creed and Bible 

stories. The most important part of these experiences, though, was to cement a strong sense that God was indubitably 

part of my life and that I had a responsibility to listen for God and to do as he wished by being ―good.‖ 

 

As I grew older, finished my schooling, married a truly wonderful man and raised a family, I found the faith of my child-

hood was still strong and I had a really visceral sense of God’s presence in my life that reinforced this faith.  And I gen-

erally tried to be ―good‖ and do ―good.‖  I was active in church by teaching Sunday school, led a youth group, taught my 

own children my favorite songs and Bible stories and worked to be responsive to those in need. Even during the rough 

times that are part of anyone’s life, I knew God was with me.  However, deep down I knew I really was coasting and not 

doing those things that were the difficult parts of faith. I really hadn’t moved much beyond my childhood faith of the 

white frame church and being ―good.‖ 

 

Over the past twenty years or so, I have made a conscious effort to grapple with the hard questions, move beyond the 

comfortable parts of God’s presence in my life and really work to become a true disciple. I now accept what a marvelous 

gift God’s grace truly is and how very difficult it is to truly live my faith to the standards set by Jesus and his followers. 

 

This I believe: God is a living, loving powerful force in my life, one that expects more than ―good‖ from me.   I recog-

nize my many limitations.  I pray, I listen, I pay attention and try the best I can. I work hard to not coast and strive to go 

beyond what is comfortable. And, most of all, I wonder at the awesome power and majesty of God as evinced by this 

immense, complex, wonderful world and pray that I might make some contributions that reflect my true appreciation for 

my life and the grace bestowed upon me.  I work to be more than the girl at the white frame church who understood she 

should be ―good.‖ 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater  
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday of each 

month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the back of the 

sanctuary. Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:  deodor-

ant, razors, conditioner, shampoo, toothpaste, shaving 

cream, coffee, sugar, creamer, rags, oven mitts, and 

prayers. Please leave items in the narthex.  

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Generosity, Chocolate and Lent 
Mission Activities February 2016 
 

Ah, February.  Mardi Gras, Lent, Valentine’s Day, Presidents’ Day holiday, and, sad to say, endless winter. February 

seems a rather quiet month for Mission. There isn’t a series of events occurring, there isn’t a campaign centered on a 

theme and there isn’t a festive ecclesiastical season.  Far from being festive, this February 2016 marks the start of Lent, 

that Christian season of the forty days before Easter during which we strive to be more disciplined spiritually and more 

aware of the impending sacrifice of Jesus’ crucifixion and death.  The juxtaposition of this season of abstinence with the 

excesses of commercially inspired Valentine’s Day never ceases to appeal to my sense of irony. But, along with this nod 

to the amazing disparity of messages within the month of February, I have come to think of this month as emphasizing 

the never-ending need for us to be aware of those for whom we need to offer loving, non-judgmental care. And our 

awareness needs to be coupled with generosity and prayerful concern. 

  

The two local agencies we support on a continuous basis are Hope House and The Country Pantry.  Both agencies deal 

directly with the issue of hunger, each in a different way. Our donations to The Country Pantry, a food bank, help elimi-

nate hunger by providing ingredients for meals. Generally we support The Country Pantry with donations of non-

perishable food. January was hearty soup month and February is canned fruit month. While there are categories identi-

fied for the month, any and all good quality foodstuffs and/or monetary donations are enthusiastically welcomed.  Please 

either bring food items to church or put a monetary donation clearly marked ―Country Pantry‖ in the collection plate. 

 

Hope House clients not only are unable to feed themselves, but also lack consistent, suitable shelter. While always living 

precariously, the winter months are always the most dangerous for the Hope House regulars. Your donations of personal 

care items, cleaning supplies and money, enable Hope House staff to maintain a warm, safe haven and to cook and serve 

nourishing meals to all who turn to this agency for shelter, meals and attention. In addition to donations, Stone Church 

helps to cook and serve a meal at Hope House on the last Monday of every month.  Giving of your time and energy to 

volunteer for our Monday commitment is a wonderful way to demonstrate compassion and care for other people.  Volun-

teers can sign up on the sheets in the back of the church or see Ceil Gilbert. 

  

In an effort to further support Hope House, money earned by our upcoming February 13 Chocolate Lover’s Sale will be 

sent to Hope House. Please consider buying chocolate from the Fair Trade Shoppe, contributing a baked item or confec-

tion to the Chocolate Lover’s Sale and/or making a donation or purchase during the sale. Rather than succumbing to the 

traditional excesses of Valentine’s Day weekend, please support our Chocolate Lover’s Sale and Hope House. 

 

Ah February, a month of contrast. Let this February 2016 also be a month in which Stone Church members and friends 

genuinely reach out to other people with non-judgmental compassion and kindness.  By doing so, February as the month 

of Generosity, Chocolate and Lent will no longer be a paradox. Instead it will be a month during which Stone Church 

again demonstrates its commitment to care for each other and those who lack so much. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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Deacons’ Corner 
    

LIGHT OF MY LIFE 

By Ellen Bailey 

 

Jesus is the light of my life 

He leads me in a direction I know is right 

He holds on to my hand and never lets go 

He is the heart of my heart, soul of my soul 

 

If you find yourself stumbling in the dark 

Turn to Jesus for an added spark 

He will light up your life as He did mine 

He is a beacon that will forever shine 

 

I belong to a women’s group and last month Grace Whittemore did a program on letting our inner light shine.  I felt like 

this was a program I would like to share with all of you so I asked her for her permission to use it.  At this time of year 

….. when bad things are happening to good people all around the world…it would be good to think about ―letting our 

light shine‖ and letting our light be a beacon in the darkness.  The word light appears about 237 times in the Bible.  Right 

off the bat in Genesis we are told…and God said, ―Let there be light and there was light‖.  And God saw the light, that it 

was good…and God divided the light from the darkness.  Did you know that each one of us emits light……every living 

thing emits light. 

    

Light some candles.  How do you feel when you light some candles in your home? Sometimes our inner light tries to go 

out as if blown by the wind.  It is at these times when we need another light to come along and strengthen ours…. 

brighten ours up!   What if no one around saw our light waning and no one came to help us?  We need to be ready so to 

speak, to be a beacon of light and hope for others at all times…just in case. 

    

Think for a moment about the flashlights in your home. Some are big…..which will reveal all truth…even the dust in the 

corners!  Some are small and throw only a tiny bit of light…but it is better than no light at all.  Then there is the perfect 

sized flashlight…..but it is no good if it doesn’t work.  This is frustrating if we need light and we can’t get any. What 

kind of flashlight should we be in this world?  We could be strong enough to show the way to all who are in semi-

darkness….or we could at least spread a shard of light to help those whose light is close to going out….rekindle it…but 

certainly can’t help anyone if our light goes out. 

    

So, how do we tend our light every day?  Simple little acts of kindness that cost very little or nothing can bring light and 

cheer into the life of someone else.  These acts can be as simple as smiling at someone, giving a flower, visiting or phon-

ing someone to see how they are and letting them know you care.  As you do these things remember ―in as much as ye 

have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.‖ (Matt. 25:40) 

    

So, Grace…thanks for being ―a light in my life‖ and allowing me to share your program with all of us at Stone Church.  

Also, thanks for all of you in my Church family who have been a beacon of light to me for so many years.  In closing I 

am remembering a little song which I am sure we all sang as children……―This little light of mine…I’m going to let it 

shine…This little light of mine. I’m going to let it shine…let it shine…let it shine….let it shine‖! 

 

Linda Rance for the Deacons 

 

 

 

 



Remember in Prayer     
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

Please note that we will remove names after six weeks 

if we haven’t received an update or request to keep 

them on. 
 

- Wilma Lawson 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- The homeless 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Family of Mildred Schell 

- Carole Grove 

- Dani Rance 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Family of C. Davis Robinson 

- Chris Woods & his family 

- Amy, Eric Sornesen’s fiancé, & family 

- Family of Erik Sornesen  

- Anne Reynolds & family 

- Family of Ann Conley 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Richard Kloidt 

February Birthdays 
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1 - John Gilbert 

9 - Desiree Padgett 

10 - David Goodfriend 

  Elizabeth Menard 

12 - Michele McDonough 

13 - James Monohan 

  Gayle Copfer 

17 - Celeste Clawson 

18 - Jill Pavlot 

20 - Doris Locke 

Find us on FaceBook 
 

Besides our web page (stonepres.org) you can also 

find Stone Church at www.facebook.com/stonepres!  

We’ll use our FaceBook page for more frequent up-

dates of events and commentary on the activities in 

our church and around us. 

21 - Curt Whittemore 

  Jesse Dewey 

22 -  Amanda Andrews 

   Jim Gavett 

24 -  Craig Lalonde 

27 - Eugene Lawson  

When can I use the labyrinth? 
 

The labyrinth is 

available in the 

Stone Church 

sanctuary for those 

who would like to 

use it for prayer 

and meditation. 

 

The church is open Monday through Friday 8:45 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. In addition, the church is open Thursdays 

while the Fair Trade Shoppe is open until 6:30 p.m. 

 

Visit stonepres.org for all the  

latest at Stone Church! 

Thank you!    
 

What a wonderful birthday celebration for my 90th 

year!  Not only was I grateful for having my family 

here but also appreciated the church family for the cake 

and party arrangements.  I was delighted to share Con-

nor Blenis’ first birthday on a lovely day that I’ll cher-

ish.  Wilma Lawson  

Happy Birthday, Gene! 
 

An active member of the Kiwanis Club, Gene Lawson 

will celebrate his 95th birthday on February 27. Former 

Boy Scout Committeeman for several years, he still 

works at those pesky New York Times crossword puz-

zles. How amazing!  

 

Best wishes from all of us at Stone Church. 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind o the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 
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Easter flowers 
 

Easter Flowers are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one. Please fill out the form below and 

put it in the collection plate or send it, along with a check, to the church office.  The plants can be picked up after the 

Easter service. The deadline for ordering flowers is Monday, March 14. 

 

 Flower choices:  

 Lilies   $9.50  (6‖ pot)  
      

   Mums    $11.00  (6 1/2‖ pot) 

     yellow, white, or lavender 
 

  Tulips   $9.00 
 

  Daffodils   $9.00 
 

  Hyacinths   $9.00 

       pink or blue 

 

Questions?  Call Linda Rance, 797-0737,  or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 
    

   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -      
 

Name of donor (s)    __________________________________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in memory of   __________________________________________________________________ 

             or 

Given in honor of    __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deacons may deliver the plant to the homebound        __________ yes               __________ no 

 

Flower choice   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed   ___________________________________________________________________ 

Hamilton Students 
 

    Hamilton College has a community service program called HAVOC (Hamilton Association for Volunteering, Out-

reach and Charity). As most of you know we had a group of freshmen that came in the summer and cleaned the sanctu-

ary. They were with the Hamilton Serves program. This is a different group. They represent all classes and they sign up 

to help organizations during the week following Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

They arrived around 11:30 and left at 3:00.  We had lunch with them while they 

were here. They cleaned and polished all the wood in the downstairs kitchen and 

all the wood paneling in the dining room. It looks great!!! What a nice group of 

students. Phinix (who has attended Church with us one time) is from Boston, 

Julia is from Long Island, Neu is from China and Fuming is from Wooster, MA. 

 

A special thank you to John and Chris Menard for supplying all the cleaning sup-

plies. Also, thanks to Bev, Ceil and Linda for working with the students and do-

ing a lot of cleaning and organizing. Also, Lauralyn opened the Fair Trade 

Shoppe for them to see. They were very impressed! 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the March issue of 

the newsletter is Friday, February 19. 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, at 853-

2951 with questions or comments.   
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Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, 

and Bev Miller who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue 

of The Corner Stone just for you!     

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 




