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            Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green                               
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  January 2010 

WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARY 
 

January 3, 2010 – Epiphany Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise, shine for your light has come. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 – Prayer for Guidance and Support for the king 

Ephesians 3:1-12 – Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles 

Matthew 2:1-12 – The Wise Men 

Sermon Our Life in God’s Light 
  

January 10, 2010 – Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 43:1-7 – The Lord has redeemed Israel.  

Psalm 29 – The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 

Acts 8:14-17 – Peter and John give Samaria the gift of the Spirit. 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 – John baptizes Jesus. 

Sermon Our Life in the Spirit of Our Baptism  
 

     January 17, 2010 – 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

    Isaiah 62:1-5 – The vindication and salvation of Zion 

  Psalm 36:5-10 – God’s love is steadfast. 

  I Corinthians 12:1-11 – There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

  John 2:1-11 – Jesus turns water into wine at the wedding in Cana. 

  Sermon Why Whine about the Wine? 
 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 – Taizé (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 
      

January 24, 2010 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 – Ezra reads the scriptures in public. 

Psalm 19 – The heavens are telling the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a – The church is the body of Christ. 

Luke 4:14-21 – Jesus’ teaching provokes listeners in the synagogue  in his   

     hometown Nazareth. 

Sermon I Love to Tell the Story  
 

January 31, 2010 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Carole Grove, Founder of Your Neighbors, Inc., Guest Preacher 

Jeremiah 7:1-7 – Jeremiah proclaims judgment against the nation. 

Psalm 71:1-6 – In you, O Lord, I take refuge. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 – Love is the more excellent way. 

Luke 10:25-37 – The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Sermon Who Is My Neighbor?   
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THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
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Anno Domini 2010 
 
I am so pleased that the Session, acting as the de facto “Pastoral 
Nominating Committee,” has voted to recommend to the congregation 
at the annual meeting on Sunday, January 24, that I be called as the 
“installed pastor” of Stone Presbyterian Church. 
 
We were ready to do this in September 2008 when to everyone’s  
dismay the bottom dropped out of Wall Street, and the value of 
Stone’s reserves plummeted. The result was to put the plan to call me  
as pastor on hold. (Such a call is only extended if the church can demonstrate financial viability and the good 
faith likelihood that such a position can be maintained into the future—generally, at least five years.) Instead, 
the decision was to call me again as “designated pastor,” a pastorate with a specific term limit, while the  
leadership sorted out its priorities and possibilities. 
 
Halfway through the year now ended your leaders met in a working retreat to look at the next several years and 
do some strategic planning. Despite shrinking resources, declining membership numbers and challenging  
projections, the leadership of Stone Church decided that God was calling us to maintain the current staffing (a 
full time pastor and a part time music director, office manager and sexton) and program configurations in order 
to support a concerted effort at the revitalization of our church’s ministry and mission. The biggest slice of the 
church’s budget, of course, is the cost of supporting full time pastoral ministry. The commitment to sustain this 
position at the current level through 2014 (when I will be 66) entails a likely average outlay (at Presbytery 
minimum with only cost of living increases) of $70,000/year. 
 
The leadership of Stone Church regards the intentional deficit spending budget as an investment in the strate-
gic goal of achieving growth in membership and stewardship. A key element in this plan was to pursue tapping 
the equity in the manse property by means of a line of credit to be drawn on as needed. The anticipated upturn 
in the economy means that the return on our small endowment portfolio may well delay the need for using that 
line of credit. Additionally encouraging is the fact that our pledge campaign showed an increase in the number 
of dollars pledged for 2010! 
 
What does “a concerted effort at the revitalization of our church ministry and mission” mean? These were the 
goals that surfaced from the planning retreat: 
 

1)   To continue to develop our ability to “tell the story” of our faith, our rich worship life, and our  
 mission as Stone Church. 
 

2)   To undertake a comprehensive study of the community in which we minister both to determine  
 how the community sees our church and to identify specific needs that we may address as part  
 of the hands-on, local mission effort of Stone Church 
 

3) To develop programs and outreach aimed at addressing the needs identified in that comprehensive 
 study of the community 
 

4) To continue to work intentionally at church growth. 
 

No one can see five years into the future, but I’m dusting off my crystal ball to share with you what I see lying 
ahead for us in the Year of Our Lord 2010 and over its edge into 2011. 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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Anno Domini 2010 (continued from page 2) 

 
Storytelling 
An epicenter of energy at Stone Church, the storytelling ministry has emerged as a bright spot in what we have 
to offer this community. We are just now beginning to envision a storytelling festival that will have Stone  
partner with various other local organizations and agencies to host the “First Annual” Stone Soup Storytelling 
Festival. We’ll bring in a nationally known storyteller, have storytelling competitions (with prizes à la 
“American Idol”) for children, youth and adults; we’ll have an “open mic” storytelling venue on the Green and 
various storytellers at sites around the village (as at the Arts and Music Festival); there will be crafts and story-
telling-related items for sale as well as various musical groups (like fiddlers and dulcimer players) associated 
with the storytelling community; we may have ghost stories in the Old Burying Ground; and, of course,  
Sunday morning we will have a major storytelling worship service at Stone! Our hope is that this event will 
serve as the catalyst for drawing a group of children-storytellers who will continue to meet at Stone for  
training as well as perhaps a teen “storytelling coffeehouse.” 
 

We are all looking forward to our Palm/Passion Sunday (March 28) evening performance of Stories from the 
Gospel of John. In addition, several of our storytellers will be attending the national Festival Gathering of the 
Network of Biblical Storytellers this summer in North Carolina. 
 

Development of Narthex 
I am going to continue to promote the idea of developing the narthex (lobby) and rear of our church’s sanctu-
ary as a meeting place/coffee house/exhibit hall/Fair Trade shop—a place where seniors can come a few times 
a week for a sandwich, soup and conversation; an interesting space where interesting things happen! 
 

Retreat – October 22-23, 2010 
You will hear again and again between now and the fall about this congregational retreat at Christ the King 
Spiritual Life Center (north of Albany). I hope you will put it on your calendar and start setting aside some 
money for it as investment in a rewarding spiritual and fellowship experience as we seek to grow inwardly in 
order that we may grow outwardly. 
 

Worship 
I will continue to put much of my energy into working with our Worship Team, Storytellers and Liturgists to  
plan the best worship experiences that we can offer to God—services that are biblically based, theologically 
sound, communally engaged, pastorally caring and aesthetically pleasing. The lectionary gospels center in 
John the first half of 2010, shifting to Luke in the second half of the year. In March I will begin to visit the 
texts of the three-year lectionary cycle for my second time around at Stone. 
 

And More 
We’ll have more study opportunities for small groups in 2010. We’ll enjoy more Soup at School in South  
Africa concerts. We’ll have a half-dozen “movie nights.” We’ll continue to develop hands-on mission. We’ll 
host several special events: speakers, concerts, plays. Together we will explore ways to share the story of 
Stone Church with our community in ways that invite participation, even as we seek to be intentional about 
listening for the needs around us so that we can seek to address them in our ministry and mission. 
 

God has blessed this new year. Let us live in that blessing and live out that blessing! 
 
                                                                                                                      Deepeace, 
 



Highlights of the December 14, 2009  
Session Meeting  
 
♦ Heard from the Property Committee that Dwight 

Dibble has completed 89% of the work on the 
clock tower 

♦ Learned that the old oil tanks were removed with 
no problems  

♦ Reviewed the treasurer’s report as submitted 
♦ Learned that Donna Goodfriend and David Forbes 

performed storytelling at the Presbytery meeting in 
Cooperstown on November 17 

♦ Agreed that we should stay with our strategic plan 
to maintain the current staffing pattern and direc-
tion of Stone’s ministry for as long as possible by 
drawing on the equity in the manse 

♦ Voted to recommend to the congregation to call the 
Reverend Dennis Dewey as our installed pastor 

♦ Drafted the budget for 2010 which will be voted on 
at the next Session meeting 

♦ Discussed the Mission Team’s idea of teaming up 
with some Hamilton College students to clean the 
church 

♦ Acknowledged the excellent work done by the 
Yocum Company in removal of the old oil tanks 

Understanding November 2009 
Budget Spreadsheet  

    
 Income:  Total income for 
 November was well above 
 that for November thanks to  
 the Shopper’s Stoll.  Pledges 
 were over $7000 in Novem- 
 ber which was about $1800  
 more than last month.   
 The Shopper’s Stroll had 

brought in $4417 as of the end of November.  In addi-
tion, Fair Trade brought in an additional $226.  Income 
for the month came from pledges/loose cash; building 
usage; manse rent; and a Birthday Blessing.  We did 
have to withdraw $3000 from our Wells Fargo account 
in order to have our cash flow to pay necessary bills. 
Total income for November was $16,273.88. 
 
Expenses:  Expenses for November were about $3,100 
less than for October.   Expenses included the usual 
employee costs; property expenses; and office ex-
penses.  Heating costs continued to be low due to a 
warmer than usual November. Total expenses for No-
vember were $9,659.77. 
 
Our income verses expenses showed a positive side – 
we were $6614.11 under expenses. 
 
The Wells Fargo fund showed an increase of approxi-
mately $4,100. Total church monies were at 
$120,501.81 (up about $11,250). 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 
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Pledges, Pledge Envelopes, and  
Per Capita  
 
As we start the new year, you need to think about your 
pledge and per capita.  If you have not as yet pledged 
for 2010, it is not too late!  Envelopes are ready for dis-
tribution for those who did pledge.  If you did not get 
your envelopes, please let Peggy know. 
 
Each year the church pays a “per capita” fee to Presby-
tery.  The per capita fee is an assessment levied by 
Presbytery for each member of the church.  The fee is 
$34.50 per member and is sent directly to Presbytery in 
monthly installments.  The church pays whether or not 
the member is currently attending church.  We ask that 
each member consider paying their own per capita fee, 
if able, so that other church monies will not have to be 
used.  Just put your per capita fee in with your offering 
or send your check directly to the church, if you are 
able to do so.  We appreciate your help with this ex-
pense. 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 

Tax Notes 
 
If you donated items for the Shopper’s Stroll and would 
like a tax statement, please contact the treasurer or 
Peggy.  We will be sure to promptly get you a letter. 
We would need to know the value of the item(s) you 
donated. 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 

 

Shoppers Stroll total = $5729!!!   
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Have lunch with Your Neighbors on 
January 31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Neighbors is a local volunteer organization that is 
dedicated to providing quality service and support to 
people who are frail, elderly or have a disability in their 
home setting.  Your Neighbor’s volunteers has offered 
friendly visits, medical transportation, supplemental 
frozen meals and shopping trips since 1981.  
 
Check out their website at www.yourneighborsinc.com. 
The Greater Utica Area is in dire need of these services 
since the majority of the city’s citizens are now seniors.  
 
Please join us for lunch following worship on Sunday, 
January 31 and learn more about this organization and 
the opportunities to volunteer one or two times a 
month.  Donations are also most welcome. Carole 
Grove, President of Your Neighbors, will be our 
speaker. 

Movie and Dinner at Stone --- Saturday, January 23                                                             
 
The winter doldrums be hanged! Get out for a movie and  
dinner with your friends at Stone Church! 
 
We’ll meet at 4:00 p.m. in the Norton Room to watch the touch-
ing film, Is Anybody There? starring Michael Caine. 
 
The film is about a retired magician who, toward the end of  
his life, befriends a little boy who needs a friend. The critics 
acclaimed this performance by Michael Caine. 
 
Need a ride? We’ll pick you up in a warm car at your door  
and bring you home by 7:00 p.m. after you enjoy the movie  
and a simple dinner! 
 
Call Donna Goodfriend if you’d like taxi service or more  
information. 
 
This program is sponsored by the Worship, Education and  
Program Team of Stone Church. 

More pics from the Shoppers Stroll! 
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Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  We are grate-
ful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
 . . . Gene Lawson for keeping the church’s coffee pots in working order. 
 . . . Dianne Tuttle and our friends at St. Mary’s Church for assembling and dismantling the crèche each year. 
 . . . Bev Miller and Ceil Gilbert for co-chairing Christmas at the Corner with enormous success. 
 . . . Hope House volunteers - Celeste Clawson, Elizabeth Fay, Peter Fay, Dave and Sue Forbes, Ceil Gilbert,  
 Judy and Gary LaGasse, Rose Lockwood, Bev Miller, Elaine Mushtare, Oliver Mushtare, Dave and Jean  
 Puddington, Ann Smallen, Barb Stockbridge, Dave and Joyce Wilbur - who help serve meals to those in 
 need once a month 
 . . . Jill Pavlot, Donna Goodfriend, and Alan Tuttle for delivering the gifts to our Christmas families. 
 . . . Stone Storytellers Dave Forbes, Donna Goodfriend, Patricia Joseph, David Kolb, Sherry Robinson, Katrina 
  Schell, and Grace Whittemore for the exquisite telling of the Christmas Stories as part of the Stone  
  Christmas Eve Service. 
 

Stone Santas give comfort 
 
We would like to thank our Stone 
Church Santas for their generosity 
in providing gifts for clients of the 
Country Pantry food bank.   
 
Thanks to Ann Smallen, Grace 
Whittemore, Nikki Reynolds, Pat 
Joseph, MaryAnn Steifvater, 
Wilma Lawson, Linda Rance, Bev Miller, Emily 
Hughes, and Bonnie Hyde.   
 
Children were given warm clothing and a toy and the 
senior citizens each received a warm sweater or shirt.   
 
Thank you for your kindness. 
 
Elaine Mushtare 

The Fair Trade Shop 
 

The Fair Trade Shop is well-stocked and looking for 
business!  We have several varieties of coffee in decaf 
and regular, teas – including the very popular Rooibos 
red tea, chocolate bars- dark, milk, and with nuts. We 
also have soup and chili mixes which make a great  
supper during the winter months.   Just arrived is the 
very popular Organic Spicy Hot Cocoa Mix.  This has a 
hint of cinnamon and cayenne pepper for a cocoa with 
a kick!  It will really warm you up on a cold January 
day! 
  
We still have a nice selection of organic cotton clothing 
and some specialty items handcrafted by our church 
members.  Visit our shop soon and make a purchase to 
help continue our mission with our fair trade partners. 
 
Elaine Mushtare 

News from the Country Pantry 
 

 The Country Pantry food bank is currently serving 80 families in the area.  The Scouting for Food  
 drive was a success and helped replenish the dwindling food supply on the shelves.  Please continue  
 to give generously throughout the winter and spring to keep the food bank well-stocked. 
  
 The Country Pantry is looking for volunteers to perform a number of necessary tasks there.  If you 
 are able to help, even for just a couple of hours per month, it would be greatly appreciated.  Here are  
 just a few opportunities for volunteer work:  sorting donations, stocking shelves, packing groceries,  

greeting clients, cleaning, assisting with product purchase at local stores, and helping in the garden during summer and 
fall.  If you are interested in volunteering your time, please call Judy at 371-5789 or email her at dmokry@twcny.rr.com. 
 
Elaine Mushtare 
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Christmas at the Corner 2009Christmas at the Corner 2009Christmas at the Corner 2009Christmas at the Corner 2009    
  

 7  C'S  CAFE 
 Pete Forrester    Barb Stockbridge Sherry Robinson                        Dave Wilbur 
 Jessie Coe                      Linda Bakos Doris Ackerman                         Donna Goodfriend  
  David Joseph           Emily Hughes 

  
CRAFTS AT THE CORNER 

        Midge Bakos                Lois Gorrell                       John Menard   Sarah Menard                   
 Wilma Lawson               Gerry Gogel                          Elaine Mushtare                 Joyce  Wilbur                   
 Sue Forbes  Grace Whittemore              Judy LaGasse                   Gary LaGasse 
            Hal Rance                      Linda Rance                     Katrina Schell  David Kolb 

                                                  

ANTIQUES 
         Amanda Lalonde        Sarah Lalonde Marie Duink                      Carol Kunkel 
           Cynthia Crossley            Jim Hyde Bonnie Hyde Emily & Abby Hyde 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An extra thank you to ... 
 . . . all who made crafts, homemade goods and donated antiques. 
             . . . Ceil Gilbert for advertising. 
             . . . Bonnie and Jim Hyde for their year-round hunt of antiques. 
             . . . Buzz and Pat Joseph and Peter Forrester for buying food and preparing it for the café. 
             . . . Shelly Coe and Nikki Reynolds for getting donations for the silent auction baskets. 
             . . . Grace Whittemore for creating posters, etc. on her computer. 
             . . . Barb Stockbridge for distributing the posters. 
             . . . the gals who worked at the Farmers Market to earn extra money for the supplies used at the Stroll, 
                especially Lois Gorrell who sold plants from her garden and gave us a percentage. 
             . . . the Stone Church elves (most named above) for setting up the sale and decorating the sanctuary, 
                the dining room and the Norton Room so beautifully. 
  
A special thanks to Dave Forbes for manning the Clock Tower Restora-
tion table.  As usual, we heard many compliments from the general pub-
lic on our crafts, the café and our beautiful church. 
  
P.S. The winner of the beautiful braided rug made by Midge Bakos was 
Amanda Peterson of Ilion. 
  
Our final total was $5729.  Thank you everyone for a super effort!!! 
                                                                          
Bev Miller and Ceil Gilbert,  Co-chairs 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
          
 

Memorial Window dedicated to Henry Platt Bristol 1825 – 1864 
 
Henry graduated from Hamilton College in 1846 where he had tutored for a year. He not only 
taught at the Clinton Grammar School he also served as their principal for a time. He then 
taught in Rev. R.W. Dwight’s Rural High School from 1858 to 1864. From A.D. Gridley’s His-
tory of Kirkland, we learn that  “He was a man of thorough principle and of exact scholarship 
and was always respected and esteemed by the pupils he sought to improve and bless.” 
 
He was superintendent of the Sabbath School and a ruling Elder at the time of his death in 1864 
at the age of 39. How fitting is the inscription at the bottom of the window—“The Righteous 
shall be in everlasting remembrance.” 
 
In January of 2009, $2500 was donated by the Bristol Fund Inc. toward the July 2009 restora-
tion of this window. The plaque reads “restored by William McLaren Bristol III and Mary 
Jayne Corney.”  “Mac,” as the late William Bristol was affectionately known, was Henry’s 
great grandson and a lifetime trustee of Hamilton College. 
 

 
~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 

 

 
Brief History of the Clock 

 
At the destruction of the Old Stone Church by fire on July 10, 1876 – the 1849 “town clock” of 26 years was a complete 
loss. 
 
In the fall of 1876, rebuilding of the present Stone Presbyterian Church began and construction was completed by early 
1878 with the dedication held on February 14, 1878—except for the bell and clock. 
 
At the annual meeting of the voters of the Town of Kirkland March 5, 1878— 
 

“Resolved that there be appropriated by the Town of Kirkland the sum of Six Hundred dollars ($600)  
with which to purchase a town clock to be placed in the tower of the new Stone Church…” 
 

April 6, 1880, the new bell (2000 lbs.) was placed in Stone Church and the following week the “town” clock was in 
place ready for use. The bell had to be hooked up with the clock to chime the hours. 

 
April 6, 1880 at the Village Board Meeting— 

 
“Resolved that the sum of $24 be offered to Albert Burlingame for taking care of the “town” clock for  
1 year. Time to be computed from the date the clock is presented to the use of the public.” 

      D. M. White, Clerk 
 
            
          Midge Bakos  
Note:  See picture on page 12. 
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Lee Hastings Bristol    

with window 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the sanc-
tuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Volunteers needed 
 
Hope House is reaching out to all the faith communities 
and congregations who have made their ministry a real-
ity for 17 years.  They are in need of volunteers who 
can be supportive on a regular basis.  As the number of 
guests climbs, so does the need for volunteers. 
 
Here are their greatest needs: 
 
♦ people who are strong and able to lift and carry 

supplies and food products from the basement and 
attic; 

♦ people to do pick-ups of gifts from local merchants, 
restaurants, bakeries, and farm stands; 

♦ people who have administrative experience or who 
have been shift supervisors; 

♦ people who are able to adapt to ever-changing  
 circumstances; 
♦ cooks who are comfortable with quantity cooking; 
♦ people to serve those who are hungry. 
 

Time commitments range from 2-4 hours per shift.  
Volunteers will be asked to commit their time as fre-
quently or infrequently as their own needs dictate.   
 
If interested, please call Betty or Lynn, 793-3723. 

Newsletter collators 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Emily 
Hughes, and Bev Miller.  

Hosts 
 
January 3 Jim Gavett 
January 10 Rachel & Kehela Reeves 
January 17 Donna Goodfriend & Barb Stockbridge 
January 24 Ceil Gilbert 
January 31 Helen Leonard 

Ushers 
 
January 3 Doug & Rose Lockwood  
January 10 The Mushtares 
January 17 Sherry Robinson & Jim Gavett 
January 24 Larry & Owen Reynolds 
January 31 Midge Bakos & Barb Stockbridge 

Book Club update 
 
The Book Club will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, January 16.  We are  
currently reading together “The  
Language of God” by Francis Collins.   
 

Come join us for discussion, refreshments and great 
fellowship. Questions?  Call Joyce Wilbur at 853-2350.  
 

A Note from Hope House 
 
Dear Dennis and Congregants of Stone Church, 
 
Once again, Hope House is grateful for your generosity 
to us and to our guests!  We are delighted to be the  
recipients of your “HOPE” advent collection. 
 
As you can imagine, every dollar we receive goes to 
great good use.  We are now calculating that our aver-
age meal cost is $1.52.  Of course, that figure varies 
depending upon the protein.  Numbers continue to be 
high even though we now have help from a couple of 
new sources, especially Mother Marianne’s over on the 
West Side and the enriched Seeds of Hope pantry  
located at First Church, Utica.  We are also seeing 
many new faces here - people who have never had to 
come to us before in their lives; people who have  
always been employed and who are now unemployed 
or underemployed; families with children and elderly 
members. 
 
It is our HOPE that all of you will have a Christmas 
which warms your hearts and fills your lives with the 
peace and love that accompany this blessed season. 
 
Rose White, Executive Director 



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

Gil Adams Family 
Kaytryn Bentley and Family  
Dortha and Bill Glaser 
Carrigan and Katrina 
Lori Sherwood 
Doris Locke 
Ken Coe 
Marge Chamberlain and Family 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Britcher Family 
Myra Kazanjian 
Flo and Keith Dewey 
Fay Brandis and Family 
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2 - Nancy Underwood 
5 - Cynthia Crossley 
6 - Doris Ackerman 
11 - Andrea Stiefvater 
12 - Mark Harrington 
  Doug Lockwood 
17 - Frank Whittemore 
19 - Ruth Taber 
21 - Doris Siedsma 
  Kurt Whittemore 
22 - John Stiefvater 
  Victoria Richardson 
 

January Birthdays 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

 
 
25 - Lee Ann Stiefvater 
28 - Beverley Sullivan 
  Alizah Fletcher 

New Addresses 
 
Dave and Jean Puddington 
5701 Brookside Circle, Apt. 209 
Lowville, NY 13367 
 
Joyce and Dave Wilbur 
10 Pinecrest Rd. 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

Snow reminder   
 
In case you haven’t noticed, winter is 
here!  Please note that when the  
Clinton schools are closed, so is the 
church office. 

Birthday Ble$$ing 
 
The Holiday season makes a great time for extending a 
Ble$$ing to someone special to you.  If you make a 
Birthday Ble$$ing to the church, we will send a nice 
note to the person you select for your blessing and  
otify them of the honor they have received.  To partici-
pate in this program, just send your check along with 
the person to be honored and we will take care of the 
rest. 
 
In November a Birthday Ble$$ing was extended to  
Barbara Stockbridge. 

Cross ornaments 
 
If you were not in worship on Sunday, December 20 
and did not receive a cross ornament for your house-
hold, please pick one up from the box on the table in 
the rear of the sanctuary.    

Dear Ones at Stone, 
 
Thank you for walking with us, praying for us, crying 
with us and being there for us.   
 
The cards, kind words, tender hugs, warm smiles and 
delicious dinners all have been a salve for our hurting 
hearts. 
 
Thank you for all of it.  Be being there quietly, will-
ingly, and lovingly you have touched our hearts deeply 
and we will be forever grateful 
 
May God bless you and hold you close. 
 
Most sincerely, 
Colleen Britcher and family 
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Scout News 
 
On December 1 Troop 9 held elections for six-month leadership terms.  Our new Senior Patrol Leader is Steve 
Zuchowski, Asst. Senior Patrol Leader is Johnny Beach, Patrol Leaders are Graham Callaghan and David Ross, and 
Asst. Patrol Leaders are Brian Oehlsen and Matt Hwang . 
 
On December 15th, Troop 9 held the Winter Court of Honor.  Featured were reports and slide shows on summer  
camping, the Venture Crew’s scuba trip to the Bahamas, fall camping, and Matt Popyack’s Eagle service project at 
Lutheran Care.   Four Scouts earned rank advancements: Matt Hwang to Life, Steve Zuchowski and David Ross to Star, 
and Graham Callaghan to First Class.  Numerous merit badges were awarded to Scouts, including the first-ever—we 
think in the whole country—Scuba merit badges, given to five members of the Venture Crew: Johnny Beach, Kevin  
Bering, Bill Buck, Brian Oehlsen, and Matt Popyack.  Our holiday party followed the Court of Honor.  Members of  
Pack 9 were our guests.   
 
January plans include swimming at the Hamilton College pool and attending the Winter Living celebration at Roger’s 
Environmental Center.  The Troop will also continue work on the Disabilities Awareness merit badge and begin 
work on the Traffic Safety merit badge. 
 
We’re also gearing up for Scout Sunday February 7 at our charter organization, the Stone Presbyterian Church, where 
we’ll also be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America!  We look forward to seeing all of you 
there! 
  
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair    

Notice of Annual Meeting  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Meeting of the congregation of the Stone 
Presbyterian Church is hereby called for Sunday,  
January 24 in the church sanctuary immediately follow-
ing Lord’s Day worship for the purposes of receiving 
reports, electing officers, calling the Rev. Dennis 
Dewey as Pastor and adopting the terms of call.                                                                       
 
Scott Leonard 
Clerk of Session 

 

Presbytery News Flash 
 

Presbytery of Utica  
(315) 735-6311  

pof.utica@verizon.net 
1605 Genesee Street, 2nd floor  

Utica, NY 13501 
 
 

New Office Hours starting January 4, 2010:  9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday  

 
Please be aware the new Presbytery office is on the 
second floor and is not handicap accessible.  The Pres-
bytery office no longer has a large conference room for 
meetings.  Committee chairs must make arrangements 
directly with various church secretaries or with other 
locations for use of their meeting rooms. 
 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium:  The Youth Trien-
nium will be held from July 20-24, 2010.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for high-school aged youth to 
experience worship with 3000-5000 Presbyterian youth 
from all around the country. For more information, visit 
presbyterianyouthtriennium.org  
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Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February issue of 
the newsletter is Wednesday, January 20. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

The clock was in our church tower for 129 1/2 years and 

is now displayed at the Clinton Historical Society. 


