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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.   January 2011January 2011  

  

GOODBYE TO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND TEN 
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 Pain: A Cruel but Effective Teacher 
 
On Saturday, November 27, I went for a brisk walk. So glad was I that  
my arthritic knees seemed to be responding to the prescription non- 
steroidal anti-inflammatory I’d been taking for a month, that my much- 
more-fit wife had to work to keep pace with me. The next morning at  
church I moved a small end table. What evolved over that week was  
likely a consequence of one of those innocent physical activities. The  
pain’s increase was gradual and persistent. By Thursday I could think  
of little else. Friday morning I could not get out of bed. 
 
A hasty MRI was arranged by my nurse practitioner. While the results showed three herniated discs and a bulging disc in 
my lower back, they also revealed a suspicious “shadow” on my kidney. And so I was prescribed a high dose pain killer 
and sent for a sonogram on Saturday. The shadow, mercifully, proved to be nothing but that. 
 
Knowing that I had to get through worship Sunday and then on Monday fly to Florida, where I was to take part as a men-
tor in the Academy for Biblical Storytelling, I began to brainstorm all kinds of options in the event of my incapacitation. 
But by Monday morning, I felt well enough to drive to the airport and board the flight from Syracuse to Charlotte. My 
nurse practitioner would have physical therapy arranged for me upon my return. This was looking good. When delayed 
de-icing in Syracuse meant arrival at Charlotte nearly an hour behind schedule, I had to run, carrying my computer bag, 
from the far end of B Concourse to the opposite far end of E Concourse. I could not believe it! Just three days earlier I 
had been bedridden! 
 
But the following morning, the pain came back with a vengeance. I managed to pick up my colleague at the Melbourne 
airport, spend a couple days at my place in Melbourne Beach, drive to Orlando to collect my students from the airport 
there, take them to the retreat center 40 minutes north of there, teach for three days, drive back to Melbourne and do the 
two flights back on Saturday. I even got through worship Sunday with a minimum of discomfort. Then, again, Monday, 
it was back like gangbusters. I spent the whole afternoon at doctors’ offices and physical therapy. (Many thanks to Scott 
Leonard for moderating that evening’s Session meeting for me.) 
 
The recovery will be slow and painful. I am learning how to move, analyzing each complex movement into its compo-
nents, isolating those that create paroxysms of agony and finding work-arounds by trial and error. How many things I 
took for granted heretofore: putting on my socks, getting out of the car, taking the one step up from my bedroom to the 
hall, sitting in a chair. I have been offering new prayers of thanksgiving of late: for a few consecutive minutes without 
much pain, for a wife who bends and comforts and fetches, for a handrail within reach, for sophisticated pharmacology. 
Of course, there are people suffering much more than I. My imagination projects me from the relative comfort of my 
home to places like Afghanistan or Haiti. How would anyone deal with this pain while also fleeing a battle or caring for 
a family member with cholera? So prayers for others are prompted as well. The pain’s “intimations of mortality” remind 
me of Paul’s observation in his Second Letter to the Corinthians: “Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” 
 
Over the course of the next few months, I am hoping we can have some conversations about the pain of being a shrink-
ing church, about a vision for the future that, although not driven by pain, deals with it effectively as we look to the mis-
sion and ministry to which we’re called, drawn forward by the “eternal weight of glory” that is unseen and  eternal. We 
are so blessed at Stone Church to have such vitality in the music and storytelling that make our worship distinctive, to be 
engaged together in mission that is meaningful and in fellowship and care for one another that is a true mark of being 
church. Beyond the pain there is something new waiting. The new year signals an opportunity to look afresh at where we 
are called to go. The lections of January extend to us an invitation to step out in faith and follow Christ. Though the way 
may not be easy and pain-free, it is, nonetheless, the Way, the Truth and the Life. Happy New Year, Stone Church!  
 

        Deepeace,     
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Worship at Stone in January 
 

January 2, 2010 – 2nd Sunday of Christmas – The Lord’s Supper 
Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise! Shine! For your light has come! 
Ephesians 3:1-12 – the eternal purpose of God: to be made known in Christ 
Matthew 2:1-12 – the coming of the wise men 
Sermon  – A Video Thanksgiving for the Year Now Ended 
We gather in the Norton Room for an informal service of reflection on and thanksgiving for 
the past year with special music provided by Ken Coe, a video retrospective and a celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
January 9, 2011 – Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 42:1-9 – God’s servant people will establish justice for the powerless. 
Psalm 29 – The voice of the Lord speaks from heaven.  
Acts 10:34-43 – Peter realizes that God’s plan includes the Gentiles.  
Matthew 3:13-17 – Jesus is baptized by John in fulfillment of righteousness. 
Sermon – Down in the River to Pray   
Our new year of ministry begins with the story of the baptism of Jesus as the beginning of his  
ministry. We remember together that we are baptized into Christ to serve a needy world. 

 
Thursday, January 13 – Taizé – a service of candlelight, prayer, scripture and contemplation 

 
January 16, 2011 - Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Isaiah 49:1-7 – God servant will be a light to the nations.  
Psalm 14 – Fools say, “There is no God.” 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 – Paul argues against divisions in the church. 
John 1:19-51 – John witnesses to Jesus, and disciples follow the Lord. 
Sermon – No One Laughs at God    
How theist is our faith? If we were arrested for believing in God,  
would there be enough evidence to convict us? What does it mean for us,  
for each other and for the world that we believe that God is…and who God is? 

 
January 23, 2011 - Third Sunday in Ordinary 

Isaiah 9:1-4 – The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Psalm 27 – The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 – Consider your call. 
Matthew 4:12-23 – Jesus calls fishermen to be his disciples. 
Sermon – You Are My Light and My Salvation 

We are called by God to let our light shine before others as a  
demonstration of the truth of the living God’s saving grace. 

 
January 30, 2011 – Fourth Sunday in Ordinary  
Micah 6:1-8 – What does the Lord require of us? 
Psalm 15 – Who may abide in God’s sanctuary? 
Corinthians 1:18-31 – Christ is the power and wisdom of God. 
Matthew 5:1-12 – The Beatitudes 
Sermon – A Different Jesus   
Jesus famously told his disciples that all people would recognize his disciples by the love 
they lived out. How recognizable are we as followers of Jesus? Are we prone to act like 
disciples incognito? 
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It’s Still Christmas! 
 

Remembering that the Twelve Days of Christmas run through January 5, it’s appropriate still to bring you these Merry 
Christmas greetings from partners in mission around the world, mission that you support through your giving to Stone 
Church! You can read the full length version of these letters and many more from around the world at 
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/ 
 

 

A Christmas Letter from Nancy Collins in Zambia  
 

The white flatbed truck, piled high with household goods, bounced slowly down the 
dirt track and out the gate of Justo Mwale Theological University College (JMTUC). 
The truck, carrying all the worldly possessions of the Rev. Lazarus Chilenje, newest 
pastor of the Church of Central Africa–Presbyterian (CCAP) Synod of Zambia, was 
headed for the Kabwata congregation in downtown Lusaka. Chilenje, garbed in the 
distinctive gray-and-maroon gown of Justo Mwale, graduated from the theological  
college during the ceremony held on campus two days earlier. He was one of 13 in  
the JMTUC bachelor’s program who went forward to shake hands with Dr. Edwin 
Zulu, college rector, to receive the envelope with his bachelor’s diploma and  
transcript, then to kneel as a smiling Rev. J.C. Juma, chairperson of the JMTUC 
Board of Directors, placed the bachelor’s hood over his shoulders. 
 
The situation for pastors in East Central Africa is startlingly different from the United States, where newly ordained  
ministers struggle to find a call with PC(USA) congregations, some of which are in decline. PC(USA) international  
partner churches—whether CCAP and Uniting Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa (UPCSA) in Zambia, CCAP in 
Malawi, Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA) in Kenya, or the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda (EPR)—are all 
working hard to educate sufficient pastors to serve their burgeoning congregations.  
 

A Christmas Letter from Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta in Indonesia 
 

This picture shows super-heated volcanic materials rolling down from our “backyard 
volcano,” Mt. Merapi, destroying everything in its path. The  picture below, taken from 
our house this morning, is of “Grandfather Merapi” at rest. May he rest in peace!  
Farsijana and the Indonesian Women’s Coalition continue the hard work of helping 
thousands of families who lost their homes. Some returned to their villages only to find 
them buried beneath several meters of ash. I was recently interviewed about the mysti-
cal side of Merapi for the PBS News Hour. The film ends with a poignant interview  

with a Muslim farmer who lost everything. He says, “My home, my cow and everything, were not mine. They belonged 
to God. God gave them to me to take care of.  Now he has taken them back. As long as he gives me health and happi-
ness, I will start again.” It’s worth waiting for the last frame of the film to see his gentle smile. 
 
This year we experienced many transitions. It was wonderful to return home to Yogyakarta, Indonesia, in January 2010 
and “start again.” Farsijana finished her term as Director of the Institute for Research and Community Development at 
Duta Wacana Christian University. She built the Institute into a vital stimulus for action research throughout the univer-
sity. Her new assignment is to help build a new Graduate Program in Peace and Conflict Studies at DWCU. She contin-
ues to teach undergraduate and graduate classes in the Theology Faculty, training pastors to understand the rapidly 
changing society in which they will lead the church. Farsi is also co-teaching a doctoral seminar on anthropology of  
religion with a distinguished Muslim anthropologist at the Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies (ICRS-Yogya). 
My own work at ICRS-Yogya is not yet finished. I remain a full-time faculty member with the new title of International 
Representative of ICRS. For the years ahead I have four main goals: (1) Help strengthen the academic rigor and interna-
tional excellence of our teaching and research at ICRS. (2) Help build an endowment for ICRS to ensure long-term  
financial stability. (3) Write a seminal book on the history of religions in Indonesia. (4) Continue to support Farsijana in 
her important work for the empowerment of women and marginal groups in Indonesia. 

Lazarus Chilenje receives  
bachelor's hood. 
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Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.   
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Larry Reynolds for the gift of an industrial can 
 opener for the kitchen. 
. . . Dianne Tuttle and our friends at St. Mary’s Church 
 for assembling and dismantling the crèche each 
 year. 
. . . all who purchased gifts and helped wrap them for 
 the family that we adopted through the 
 Neighborhood Center. 
. . . the Women’s Association for purchasing a new 
 coffee maker for the church. 
. . . all of you for contributing towards a new 
 hot/cold insulated beverage container. 
. . . Stone Storytellers Dave Forbes, Donna Goodfriend, 
 Patricia Joseph, David Kolb, Scott Leonard, 
 Sherry Robinson, and Katrina Schell for the 
 exquisite telling of the Christmas Stories as 
 part of the Stone Christmas Eve Service.  

 

Note: If you’d like to express thanks for a service  

ministry someone has done, please let us know and 

we’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

Special Advent Offerings 
 
Once again, Stone Church celebrated Advent by a  
series of offerings reflecting the themes of the four  
Advent Sundays.  Our gifts were as follows: 
 

Hope Sunday:   
Hope House - $221.79 

 

Peace Sunday:  
Central Asia Institute - $241.38 

 
Joy Sunday:  

Presbyterian Christmas Joy Offering - $285.25 
 

Love Sunday:  

Abraham House and Emmaus House - $270 

Notice of Annual Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Meeting of the congregation of the Stone 
Presbyterian Church is hereby called for Sunday,  
January 23 in the church sanctuary immediately follow-
ing Lord’s Day worship for the purposes of receiving 
reports, electing officers, and voting on changes in the 
pastor’s terms of call.  
 
Patricia Joseph 
Clerk of Session 

 

Highlights of the December 13, 2010 
Session Meeting 
 
♦ Session voted to give a bonus of approximately 3% 

of compensation to each of the church staff - the 
music director, the office manager and the sexton. 
This will not change the base salary but recognizes 
the contributions each staff makes to the function 
of the church.  The Pastor’s bonus will be added to 
his health care reimbursement account for 2010. 

 
♦ Received the report of the Personnel Committee 

which will be setting up a 403(b) retirement sav-
ings plan for Rev. Dewey. This will not require 
additional cost to the church as he will be contrib-
uting a portion of his salary to the account. 

 
♦ Reviewed the proposed budget for 2011 noting that 

estimates of giving have increased from last year 
even though the number of pledging units has de-
creased. We will continue to have a deficit budget 
as expenses continue to outstrip income unless the 
endowment funds are tapped. 

 
♦ Voted to donate $100 to the Clinton Fire Depart-

ment. 
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Christmas at the Corner 2010Christmas at the Corner 2010Christmas at the Corner 2010Christmas at the Corner 2010    
        

    7  C'S  CAFE 
 Pat Joseph Buzz Joseph Sherry Robinson Jessica Coe 
 Sarah Coe Larry Reynolds Owen Reynolds Jeannette Little 
 Rose Lockwood Doris Ackerman David Joseph Sue Gaffney 
 Samantha Gaffney Jordan Robinson Dave Wilbur Alizah Fletcher 
 Theresa Whittemore Laiken Hall 
  

ANTIQUES AND CRAFTS AT THE CORNER 

        Linda Rance Hal Rance Grace Whittemore Ceil Gilbert 
 Doris Locke Judy LaGasse Gary LaGasse Cynthia Crossley  
 Sue Raitt Dick Raitt Sue Forbes Dave Forbes 
 Wilma Lawson Lauralyn Kolb Gerry Gogel Emily Hughes 
 Linell Machold Midge Bakos Nikki Reynolds Donna Goodfriend 
 Joyce Wilbur Bev Miller 
 
 An extra thank you to . . .  
 . . . Linda Rance for making endless phone calls for all the help at the Stroll. 
 . . . all who made crafts and homemade goods and donated antiques. 
 . . . Ceil Gilbert for advertising. 
 . . . Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherry Robinson for buying food and preparing it for the café. 
 . . . Grace Whittemore for creating posters, etc. on her computer. 
 . . . Cynthia Crossley for all her help chairing the antique table. 
 . . . Barb Stockbridge for distributing the posters. 
 . . . the LaGasses, Doris Locke, and Joyce Wilbur for putting together the cookie plates. 
 . . . the Kolb family for the lovely music in the sanctuary. 
 . . . the gals who worked and baked at the Farmers Market to earn extra money for the supplies used at the 
  Stroll. 
 . . . the Stone Church elves (most named above) for setting up the sale and decorating the sanctuary, dining 
  room, and the Norton Room so beautifully. 
 . . . Bev Miller, Jill Pavlot, and Grace Whittemore for putting together the lovely quilt that was won by our very 
  own Doris Ackerman. 
 
As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our crafts, the café, and our beautiful church. 
Our final total was $4654.50.  Thank you everyone for a super effort!!! 
 
Bev Miller and Ceil Gilbert, co-chairs 

 

  

  

 

See more 

pics on  

page 7. 
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Chr istmas at  the Cor ner  2010 
(See article on page 6.) 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

The Hudson Bible Class 
 

This class began as a young women’s Bible study under the leadership of Mrs. Edward Fitch in 
October 1910 inspired by the success of Dr. Morrill’s Bible class which was still going strong. 
The class was named after the Rev. Thomas Hudson who had served for twenty-two years from 
1870 – 1891 and whose family remained active in the church while Rev. Hudson served as  
treasurer of his alma mater, Hamilton College. After retirement from the college, he and his wife 
moved to Skaneateles in 1910. It was because of their former beloved pastor’s Christian influence 
to the church and community that the women thought it fitting to name their new class—the  
Hudson Bible Class.  

 
The class met for bible study Sunday mornings during the Sunday school hour and socially met the third Wednesday of 
the month except July and August in members’ homes or at times in the church. Membership averaged 23 – 27 ladies 
and at times peaked at 36. Programs were planned a year in advance identifying those persons to serve as hostesses,  
devotional leaders and program leaders. Their elected officers carried out all business meetings including a formal roll 
call of members. 

 
Some of the programs involved speakers from area organizations, school exchange students, our missionary John  
Underwood when he was on leave from Korea, and women from the Presbytery. At least once a year in the 1950’s, they 
invited “The Second Mile Class” from the Methodist Church for a joint meeting. On one occasion, they provided a  
cafeteria supper for a Welsh Festival group that gave two concerts and on another occasion they provided supper for  
35 Mennonite students who were accommodated overnight at our church—to name a few examples. 

 
Annually they gave money to the Dr. Frank Lauback literacy program, accomplished their portion of the Stone Church’s 
assigned overseas sewing project, and helped the Missionary Society meet their goal if they showed a deficit for a par-
ticular year. Other projects that were given money as needed included the Migrant fund, Polio fund, Christmas baskets, 
special church projects or any other special needs voted on by the group. 

 
This class continued for almost sixty years but like other classes it started out for young women and later became more 
for the middle-aged group and older. Several in the group felt that their Christian lives were enriched through the study 
and fellowship they enjoyed. The Hudson Bible class provided a great service to the church from 1910-1967. 

 
        Midge Bakos 
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Did you know . . . ? 
 
. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  
 available every Sunday?  Check with an 
 usher. 
 

. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary?  Check with an usher. 
 

. . . that Stone Church is completely handicapped  
 accessible?  Please ask for help when using 
 either the ramp or the elevator. 
 

Remembering Muriel Jones Doyle 
 
Just received word of Muriel Jones Doyle’s death at 
age 93.  Although a resident of Kendall, NY for nearly 
60 years, she maintained contact with Stone Church 
where she was an active member of the choir.  She is 
fondly remembered for starting the first Junior Choir 
and donating the first carillon in memory of her parents 
Tom and Florence Jones.  She loved receiving the 
church newsletters. 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!  As always, vol-
unteers are needed on the fourth Monday of 

each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding op-
portunity to your schedule!   
 
Sign up now in the sanctuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil 
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 

 
2011 calendars; small hygiene items, chapstick, new 
adult socks for little gift bags; winter hats, gloves/
mittens, scarves for all ages; clean winter coats and 
jackets; children's toys, games; new or lightly used 
children's books. 
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have 
perishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Help Wanted 
 
Hope House has had several Day Managers who have 
had to drop out due to serious health problems.  Both 
temporary and permanent volunteers are needed as re-
placements. Hope House also needs cooks who are 
available to volunteer once a month or more. Spread 
the word to family and friends to help Hope House dur-
ing these hard economic times when the numbers they 
serve keep increasing. 
 
Questions?  Contact Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

A concert to benefit the Central Asia Institute 
 

Over the past several years, Stone Church has become known for hosting a series of benefit  
concerts.  Our next concert will be Sunday, January 30, 2011, at 2:00 p.m.  This concert will raise 
funds for the Central Asia Institute: 
 
In 1993, Greg Mortenson, lost and disoriented after a failed attempt to climb K2, wandered into an 
impoverished Pakistan village in the Karakoram mountains.  The people there nursed him back to 
health, and before he left them, he promised to return to build a school.  His story is told in the 
books Three Cups of Tea and Stones into Schools.  It is a remarkable story. 
  
Over 68,000 students, including 56,000 girls, now attend schools he has built through his organi-
zation, the Central Asia Institute, whose mission is to promote and support community-based  
education in the most remote regions of northern Pakistan and Afghanistan by building schools,  
especially schools for girls, in areas where there are no schools at all. 

 
Each one of the Central Asia Institute’s projects is locally initiated and involves community participation.  A committee 
of elders guides each selected project.  Before a project starts, the community matches project funds with equal amounts 
of local resources and labor.  This commitment ensures a project’s viability and long-term success, and is the best way to 
neutralize the power of despot mullahs and other extremist leaders. 
 
The suggested donation will again be $10/person, $25/family, with advance sales at $8/person, $22/family. Please save 
the date for this event. 
 
Lauralyn Kolb 

Fair Trade Shoppe open for business 
 
The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe had its best day 
ever at the Shopper's Stroll, with sales totaling nearly 
$1100.  But, don't worry.  We still have plenty of items 
in stock, so keep us in mind whenever you are looking 
for a unique gift, or when you need one of our regular 
items for yourself.  We continue to be open every  
Sunday morning, and can be open by appointment by 
calling Lauralyn Kolb, 853-8738. 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to 

our prayer list or would like to receive 

the prayer list for daily prayer, please 

contact the church office at 853-2933 

or stonepres@verizon.net or Sarah 

Rosenstein at 859-1037 or 

sprosens@hamilton.edu.  Please note 

that we will remove names after six 

weeks if we haven’t received an update or request to 

keep them on.  

 
Victims of Pakistan’s floods 
Lori Sherwood 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Kurt Whittemore 
Marius Thomassen 
Ginny Francis and Family 
Rosalie Lauber 
Lisa Hyatt 
The Machold Family 
Will 
Barbara Wallace 
Gladys Audas’ Family 
Betty Kolb and her daughter Dawn 
Barbara Stockbridge 
Afghanistan troops 
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Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

January Birthdays 

2 - Nancy Underwood 
4 - Diane Thompson 
5 - Cynthia Crossley 
  Karen Snedeker 
6 - Doris Ackerman 
12 - Mark Harrington 
  Doug Lockwood 
14 - Cole Cushman 
17 - Frank Whittemore 
19 - Ruth Taber 

21 - Doris Siedsma 
  Kurt Whittemore 
22 - John Stiefvater 
   Victoria Richardson 
28 -  Beverley Sullivan 
   Alizah Fletcher 

Remember those serving our country! 
 
Kurt Whittemore is currently stationed in Afghanistan.   
 
His address: Corporal Whittemore, Kurt, G 

 MWHS-3 DET A (G-2) 
 UNIT 41007 FPO-AP 96427-100 
 

Please consider sending him a note and be sure to keep 
him in your thoughts and prayers. 

In Memoriam 
 
Gladys Audas, a longtime 
active member of Stone 
Church, died November 23, 
2010 at the Presbyterian 
Residential Community,  
preceded by her daughter  
Arlene who died November 

19, 2010. She had the distinction of being the oldest 
member at age 99, continuing until the end to either 
knit or crochet items for the Shopper’s Stroll. Gladys 
had been active along with her husband Harold as 
president and hostess for their Sigma Class activities. 
She was also active in Grace Chapter O.E.S. where she 
served as a past Matron, Daughters of the Nile, Ama-
ranth and the Clinton Grange. We will miss her sense 
of humor and her faithful interest in her church, family, 
and friends. Our prayers continue for her daughter 
Jackie and Gladys’ grandchildren. 

A note from Barbara Stockbridge 
 
A BIG thank you to ALL who brought meals/food up 
to me when I was too tired to go to the Dining Hall.  It 
was so good to see each and every one of you.  Thank 
you for the lovely cards I received from so many of my 
Church friends  Thank you to those who drove me to 
my many appointments in Vernon, Oneida, and  
Albany.  I appreciate everything you all have done 
from the bottom of my heart.  Above all, thanks for all 
your support and for your many prayers.  Keep them 
coming!!!    
 
I am hoping and praying for the best, but I am prepared 
for the worst and what God has in store for me.   
 
With love and smiles,  Barb  
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Scout News 
 
 

On December 14th, Troop 9 held the Winter Court of Honor.  Featured were reports on summer camp at Camp Russell, 
the National Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill in VA, the Venture Crew’s scuba trip to Massachusetts, JAMBO at the 
Herkimer County Fairgrounds, a fall weekend of camping and pioneering, and a fall canoeing and camping trip.  Eight 
Scouts earned rank advancements: Stephen Zuchowski to Life, Graham Callaghan and Brian Oehlsen to Star, and Mi-
chael Axel, Peter Jensen, Evan McCormick, James Zuchowski, and Matthew Zuchowski to Tenderfoot.   Numerous 
merit badges were awarded to Scouts.  Popcorn prizes were awarded and Michael Axel was our top seller.  The rarely 
awarded World Conservation Award was given to Stephen Zuchowski.  Our holiday party followed the Court of Honor. 
As you can see we’ve been pretty active! 
 
January plans include swimming at the Hamilton College pool and a weekend camping at the Trapper’s Cabin at Rus-
sell.  The Troop will also continue work on several merit badges.   
 
Submitted by Gerry Gogel  
Troop 9 Committee Chair  

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
      NEW YEAR’S DAY 
       

       
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
NO CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

   
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

10:30a WORSHIP-
NORTON ROOM 

      

  6:30 p SCOUTS     
       

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
9a CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

  7a SSF PROGRAM 
TEAM @ PANERA 

 ANNUAL REPORTS 
DUE 

 

10:30a BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD-
COMMUNION 

      

11:30a DEACONS  6:30 p SCOUTS     
 7p SESSION   7 p TAIZÉ SERVICE   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
9a  CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

MARTIN LUTHER 
KING DAY 

 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

   

10:30a WORSHIP       

12 p WORSHIP 
ORIENTATION 

 6:30 p SCOUTS  
12:30 CLINTON AREA 
MINISTERIUM-
ALTERI’S 

  

1 p BIRD CLUB       

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
9a  CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

 10a PRESBYTERY @ 
PRES. HOME 

    

10:30a WORSHIP 3 p HOPE HOUSE       
11:30a ANNUAL MTG.  6:30 p SCOUTS     
       

30 31      
 9a  CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

      

10:30a WORSHIP       
2 p BENEFIT 
CONCERT 
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Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February  
issue of the newsletter is  
Wednesday, January 19. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-
2951, with articles for submission.   

Newsletter collators 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum,  
And Trudi Christeler.  


