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       Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

 

                The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                           engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

                           as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARYWORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARY  

(First Three Sundays in the Norton Room)  
 

January 1 January 1 -- Second Sunday of Christmas  Second Sunday of Christmas –– The Lord’s Supper         The Lord’s Supper          

Isaiah 60:1-6  Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  a prayer for the guidance of those who rule 
Ephesians 3:1-12 The mystery of Christ reveals God’s purpose. 
Matthew 2:1-12 the coming of the wise men 
VIDEO SERMON: Ministry at Stone in the Year of Our Lord 2011 

 

January 8 January 8 -- Baptism of the Lord  Baptism of the Lord –– The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper  

Genesis 1:1-5 The creation of light.  
Psalm 29 The voice of God thunders from the heavens. 
Acts 19:1-7 The Ephesians are baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
Mark 1:4-11 John the Baptizer preaches repentance. 
SERMON: Beginning Again for the First Time 
 

T, 7:00 

p  

 

January 15, 2012 January 15, 2012 -- Second Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany Second Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany  

1 Samuel 3:1-20  the call of Samuel 
Psalm 139 The Lord has searched and known me.  
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Consider your call. 
John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Nathanael. 
SERMON: Consider Your Call 
      

January 22, 2012 January 22, 2012 -- Third Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany Third Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany  

Jonah  The prophet is swallowed by a fish. 
Psalm 62:5-12 God stands like a rock against injustice. 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Live as though there will be no tomorrow. 
Mark 1:14-20 – Jesus calls fishermen to be the first disciples. 
SERMON: What We Must Leave Behind 

    

  

January 29, 2012 January 29, 2012 -- Fourth Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany Fourth Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany  

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 - The Lord will raise up a new prophet. 
Psalm 111 - Praise God for his wonderful works!  
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - eating food that's been offered to idols 

The Stone Storytellers lead us in worship! 
 

  

   Taizé, 7:00 p.m.          Taizé, 7:00 p.m.                                                 Thursday, January 12,                                           Thursday, January 12,   
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God’s New Year 
 

If you want evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit, you need look no further than  
the Session of Stone Church. At our regular meeting in December we decided to devote half  
of our meeting time each month to discerning what God is calling us to do in the face of  
declining numbers and dwindling financial resources. You would think that this would be  
a “downer.” On the contrary, there is palpable positive energy around the possibilities that  
lie ahead. 

Crunching the numbers, it would appear that we have sufficient assets to sustain the  
current staffing configuration for about three years. For me, personally (and by the grace of  
God), this interval extends to what Social Security calls my “full retirement age.” Barring  
some imminent turn-around, the 20th pastor of Stone Church will likely be the last to hold the position full time. But 
there is gathering momentum around the prospects of carrying on ministry and mission here with an approach more  
focused on the gifts and calling of the laity. The Session has asked me to help train the leadership of the church to  
engage in what is known as “Local Shared Ministry.”  

One of the emphases of the Reformation was the “priesthood of all believers,” the assertion that all who are 
called to discipleship and baptized into Christ’s community of faith called the church have special gifts for ministry to 
each other and to the world. As more and more small churches find the cost of maintaining a full time pastor to be chal-
lenging, creative alternative forms of ministry are being explored: yoking/merging two or more congregations, tent-
making ministry (in which a pastor is employed part time by a congregation and part time in another field of work),  
service provided by Commissioned Lay Pastors (who have been trained in the Presbytery’s Lay Academy and are  
commissioned to provide local pastoral services), and “Local Shared Ministry.” 

It is important to understand that Stone Church is not alone in this. From the mid-1970s through the 1980s 
church membership began its steep decline. In the 1990s it dropped by another 12% with some denominations reporting 
as much as a 40% drop! Now in the early years of the 21st century, we are seeing the figures continue to decline. The 
“civil religion” of last century (according to which it was the “done thing” to attend public worship) is no more. God is 
calling us to new ways of “being church.” Making small technical changes in the way we do things does not address 
over-arching, “adaptive” changes that we are being invited to make by the Holy Spirit. Our beautiful building at 130+ 
years of age continues to be a maintenance challenge, and we anticipate that this challenge will only increase going for-
ward. There will likely come a day of hard choices in regard to this “legacy.” 
 Over the next few weeks in worship and discussion afterward we will be engaged in conversations about the  
future to which God is calling us. These conversations will continue as the Session devotes half of each monthly meeting 
to planning for the changes we anticipate. As we approach these conversations, here are a few reflections that I shared 
with the Session at our last meeting: 
 

♦ Anxiety over the decline can be counterproductive to being faithful. We need to confess it, be intentional 
about dealing with it, and seek to move beyond it. 

♦ This requires that we stay focused on God’s plan for us as move forward. 
♦ We need to be intentional about living with some chaos as new realities are emerging, and this means  
 looking for blessings in the disruptions, cultivating a culture of supportive appreciation, focusing on  
 permission-giving and empowering, and learning how to put into practice the habit of forgiveness. 

 
We want to invite input from all our members and friends, and will be offering in our worship from time to time 

opportunities for you to make your re-commitment to the next phase of our life together. We will likely seek professional 
help from a consultant in the new year to help us discern God’s way and how to move into God’s future. Everything is, 
as they say, “on the table.” And we would do well to seek to adopt the attitude of St. Paul expressed in the words he 
wrote to the small church at Corinthians: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair.” 

It is because God is about to do a new thing that I can with all integrity and sincerity wish you “Happy New 
Year!” 

 
       Deepeace, 



        The Corner  Stone 

No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully 
serve dinner each month at Hope House.  
Your efforts are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth  
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this 
rewarding opportunity to your schedule!   
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
 

Hope House’s Wish List 
 
FOOD: Kitchen Bouquet or Gravy Master, granulated 
garlic, electric kitchen knife, taco seasoning mix, and 
plastic grocery bags (not the small ones) for giveaway. 
 
HYGIENE: Desperate need for soap, deodorant, sham-
poo, conditioner, hand lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
and razors.  
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have 
perishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Thank you notes 
 
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 

small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . .  

 

. . . The Stone Church choir and Stone Storytellers 
 Donna Goodfriend, Scott Leonard, Dave Forbes, 
 David Kolb, and Sherry Robinson for the  
 exquisite telling of the Christmas stories as part 
 of the Christmas Eve service. 
. . . Grace Whittemore and the Deacons for making  
 arrangements for the Christmas poinsettias. 
. . . Rob and Lauralyn Kolb and David Kolb and 
 Katrina Schell for singing the pastors’ favorite 
 chorale on Christmas Day. 
. . . Hope House volunteers - Carol Fobes, Ceil Gilbert, 
 Jane Hotton, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse, 
 Doris Locke, Rose Lockwood, and Bev Miller -  
 who helped serve meals to those in need once a 
 month in 2011. 
. . . All who purchased gifts and helped wrap them for  
 the Christmas family we adopted through the 
 Neighborhood Center. 
. . . Dianne Tuttle for assembling and dismantling the 
 crèche again this year. 
. . . Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, 
 Bev Miller, and Doris Pryce for collating,  
 folding, taping, and labeling The Corner Stone in 
 2011. 
. . . All the liturgists who took part in worship in 2011. 
 
 
  

Helping Hands 
 
Helping Hands is a new service being provided by Lutheran 
Care. The program’s goal is to enable the people of our  
community to continue living independently for as long as  
they are able. The service provides companion assistance in the  
home with chores such as: light cleaning, laundry, grocery  
shopping, cooking and pet care. Transportation can be  
arranged to accompany individuals on social, medical and  
personal outings.  
 
The Helping Hands home companions are also available to provide respite for those who are caring for a loved one who 
cannot be left alone. The Helping Hands companions are fully trained, insured and bonded through LutheranCare. The 
service offers flexible scheduling including days, nights, weekends and overnights to accommodate family requests. 
At present the cost is $19/hour with a minimum service time of two hours. There is no ongoing commitment required. 
The program seeks to offer these services without a lot of paperwork and red tape. For more information please call 
Kathy Leslie at (315) 235-7196.  
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Highlights of the December 12, 2011 
Session Meeting 
 
♦ Session met with scout leaders to review the agree-

ment between the church and the scouts.  
♦ A Blue Christmas service will be offered on De-

cember 21 at 7 p.m. 
♦ Taizé services continue to attract steady groups. 
♦ The Nominating Committee has been meeting to 

formulate a slate of officers. 
♦ The Session discussed topics relating to the declin-

ing size of the church and how to deal with this 
concern. 

♦ Scott Leonard reported on the action of putting the 
manse up for sale. 

♦ The Session voted to authorize the Mission Com-
mittee to go forward with plans to merge the Fair 
Trade Shoppe with Dave and Carol White’s shop. 

♦ Sunday worship services will be in the Norton 
Room on January 1, 8, and 15. 

♦ Plans for the Village Storytelling Festival are pro-
ceeding well. 

Special Advent Offerings 
 
Once again, Stone Church celebrated Advent by a se-
ries of offerings reflecting the themes of the four Ad-
vent Sundays. Our gifts were as follows: 

 

Hope Sunday:   
Hope House - $100 

  

Love Sunday:   
Emmaus House - $172 

  
Joy Sunday:   

Presbyterian Christmas Joy Offering - $162 
  

Peace Sunday:   

Habitat For Humanity - $163 

Fair Trade Shoppe open for business 
 
The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe continues to 
evolve in ways we never imagined.  If we ever doubted 
that God is blessing this ministry, these doubts have 
now been set aside.   
 
This fall we started opening on Thursdays from 10-
1.  We soon added 5-6:30.  Then, after opening one 
Saturday, we were blessed by David and Carol White 
wishing to join forces with us, and also by Tracy Lamb 
walking in and offering to help.  We were able to have 
longer hours for shopping before Christmas, and once 
we have caught our breath, we will make some plans 
for the future.  We know these plans will include ex-
panded merchandise and hours.   
 
Our hope of raising funds through the shop for the 
Presbyterian Home's Parkinsons Unit are being ful-
filled.   
 
Lauralyn Kolb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation of the Stone 
Presbyterian Church is hereby called for Sunday,  
January 22 in the church sanctuary immediately follow-
ing Lord’s Day worship for the purposes of receiving 
reports, electing officers, authorizing the sale of the 
manse property, and voting on changes in the pastor’s 
terms of call.  
 
Patricia Joseph, Clerk of Session 

 

wwwstonepres.org  
 

If you have pictures or features you would like to  
include in the Stone Church website, please contact 
Ceil Gilbert at 853-8289 or at ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

Did you know . . . ? 
 
. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  
 available every Sunday?  Check with an  usher. 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary?  Check with an usher. 
. . . that Stone Church is completely handicapped  
 accessible?  Please ask for help when using 
 either the ramp or the elevator. 
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Christmas at the Corner 2011Christmas at the Corner 2011Christmas at the Corner 2011Christmas at the Corner 2011    
        

    

    7  C'S  CAFÉ WORKERS 
  
 Pat Joseph Buzz Joseph Sherry Robinson Jenny Schell 
 David Joseph Sue Gaffney Samantha Gaffney Jordan Robinson 
 Theresa Whittemore Laiken Hall Nikki Wahlberg Karla Schell 
 Linell Machold Jon Byran 
  

 
 

FAIR TRADE, GOLDEN NUGGET, AND CRAFT WORKERS 
         
 Linda Rance Hal Rance Grace Whittemore Ceil Gilbert 
 Judy LaGasse Gary LaGasse Sue Forbes Dave Forbes 
 Wilma Lawson Lauralyn Kolb Gerry Gogel Midge Bakos 
 Donna Goodfriend Joyce Wilbur Bev Miller Marlene Williams 
 Eileen Fay Shelly Coe 
 
  

 An extra thank you to . . .  
 . . . Linda Rance for making endless phone calls for all the help at the Stroll. 
  

 . . . all who made crafts and homemade goods and donated antiques. 
 

 . . . Ceil Gilbert for advertising and distributing the posters. 
 

 . . . Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherry Robinson for buying food and preparing it for the café. 
 

 . . . Grace Whittemore for creating posters, etc. on her computer. 
 

 . . . the LaGasses and Joyce Wilbur for putting together the cookie plates. 
 

 . . . the Kolb family and St. Mary’s Choir for the lovely music in the sanctuary. 
 

 . . . the gals who worked and baked at the Farmers Market to earn extra money for the supplies used at the 
  Stroll. 
 

 . . . the Stone Church elves (most named above) for setting up the sale and decorating the sanctuary, dining 
  room, and the Norton Room so beautifully. 
 

 . . . Midge Bakos for making her lovely area rug that was raffled and won by our own Lauralyn Kolb. 
 
 
As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our crafts, the café, and our beautiful church. 
Our final total was approximately $4800.   
 
Thank you everyone for a super effort!!! 
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In Remembrance of Barbara Young 
 

Recently we heard about Barbara Young’s death on December 9 at Newton, NC where 
she resided for some 18 years at age 91. Gordon and Barbara were active members of 
Stone Church for approximately 45 years before they moved to Newton because of 
Gordon’s health issues and their desire to be near family. Gordon preceded Barb in death 
a few years ago. 
 
In the years Barbara attended Stone Church she was not only a strong competent leader, 
and a faithful Christian but also an accomplished musician that most of her children 
shared. She became the Superintendent of Sunday Schools, the first woman ruling elder--
a position in which she served for nearly twenty years, and an active choir member (alto) 
who occasionally substituted at the organ. She became active in the Woman’s Associa-
tion as head of Circle D and was a committed member of a local ecumenical bible study/
prayer group from its inception. 

 
In the community Barbara actively was engaged in P.E.O., a Women’s Education Association, and continued in that 
P.E.O. sisterhood in Hickory, NC. 

 
We keep her family - Janice, Marjorie and husband Gerald, Kathryn, Elizabeth, H. Kendrick and wife Jaclyn along with 
9 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren - in our prayers. 

 
You may send condolences to Marge Egger, 225 N. Rensselaer St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 and/or Kathy Martin, P.O. Box 
1997, Spring Hill, TN 37174. 

 

In Remembrance of Barbara Stockbridge 
 

What wonderful memories we have of Barbara Stockbridge who passed away Sunday, De-
cember 4, 2011. She lived all aspects of her life as a loving caregiver and active helper 
whether with her family, her church family, or in the community. She cared for children in 
the church nursery and also as a nanny and/or babysitter for numerous families in Clinton. 
Many times families related to me that they were comfortable leaving their children with 
her, trusting that their children were in capable hands. 
 
She served as a deacon not only doing what was expected of her but all the unexpected lit-
tle things that kept the church running smoothly. For many years she helped collate the 
newsletter, worked on the shopper’s stroll, helped with the Farmer’s Market, with pie sales 
and as a regular volunteer at Hope House from our church—all this and more with such joy 
and enthusiasm! 
 
How often we heard her ask, “How can I help?” or “Is there something I can do?” And, of 
course, we remember there was that hug she felt everyone needed. 



Remember in Prayer 
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 

Lori Sherwood 

Eleanor Palmer 

Elaine Schmidt and Family 

Allen Solomon 

Marius Thomassen 

Rosalie Lauber 

Family of Nancy Shaw 

Steve Zuchowski, Sr.  

 and Family 

Kathleen Putney 

Jennifer, Zach and Emma 

Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  

Carolyn Barnum and Family 

Donna Marie and Toby Todd 

Family of Barbara Stockbridge  

Family of Barbara Young 

Menard Family 

Liz Adams and Family 

Dan LeMonnier and his father-in-law 

January Birthdays 

1 - Frank Milana 

2 - Nancy Underwood 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

  Doug Lockwood 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

19 - Ruth Taber 

21 - Doris Siedsma 

  Kurt Whittemore 

22 - John Stiefvater 
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28 - Beverley Sullivan 

  Alizah Fletcher  

Happy Birthday, Bev! 
 

Congratulations to Bev Sullivan who will be 90 on 

her birthday January 28.  She is settling in nicely in 

her new home, attends exercise class regularly and 

is enjoying the programs.  Her best birthday gift 

would be either a visit or a note from you at  

Masonic Home, Wiley Hall Box 332, 2150 Bleeker 

St., Utica, NY 13501. 

Audrey Kaiser 

Peter Fay and Family 

Kathleen Putney 

Stan Shinkle 

Don Black, Judy Black 

Lisa Hyatt 

The Machold Family 

Sarah Ziegler 

Mike Rosenberg 

Doris Locke 
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                                            January 2012 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Happy New 

Year!   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9a Choir        
 

10:30a Worship 
 

 

   7a VSF 
Program 
 

5:30p VSF 
 

7p Boy Scouts 

10a Presbytery 
Worship Team 

 
 

7p VSF  
      

9a WEP 
meeting 

 
5:45p Daisy  
   Scouts 

   

8 9 10 11                12 13 14 
9a Choir         
 

10:30a Worship 

  

  

  

 7p Session 

  

 
 

7p Boy Scouts 

  

   

 

 
 
 
7p Taizé 
 

   12noon Lay 
Academy 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9a Choir       
 

10:30a Worship 
    
 

  

 

 

7p Storytellers 

 

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

 

 

8:30a CAM 

  

  

 5:45p Daisy  
   Scouts 
 
7:15p VSF 
 
Story Swap-
KAC 

  
 
Newsletter  
  deadline 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9a Choir       
 

10:30a Worship 
 

Annual Meeting 
 

 

  

 

3p Hope House 

 Dennis-Israel 

 

12 Presbytery 
meeting – 
Presby. Home 

 

7p Boy Scouts 

 Dennis-Israel 

  

  

 

 Dennis-Israel  Dennis-Israel  Dennis-Israel 

29 30 31         
Dennis-Israel 
 

9a Choir       
 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

 

 

 Dennis-Israel 

 

 

 

 Dennis-Israel 

 

7p Boy Scouts 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Treasurer: Shelly Coe Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February  

issue of the newsletter is Friday, 

January 20. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-

2951, with questions or comments.   

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, 

and Doris Pryce who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled this 

issue of The Corner Stone for you! 

 

 




