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       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY       WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY        

    

February 2, 2014 February 2, 2014 ––The Presentation of the Lord The Presentation of the Lord –– The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper 
Malachi 3:1-4 a prophecy of the coming messenger 
Psalm 24  The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it. 
Hebrews 2:14-18 Jesus, the merciful High Priest 
Luke 2:22-40 Jesus is presented in the temple. 
Sermon I Have Seen Enough 

  

  

February 9, 2014 February 9, 2014 –– Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) The true worship of God is justice.  
Psalm 112:1-10 Happy are those who trust in God. 
I Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) the true wisdom of God 
Matthew 5:13-20 Your righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees.  
Sermon Being Your Own Theologian 

  

  

  

February 16, 2014 February 16, 2014 –– Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Choose life! 
Psalm 119:1-8 Happy are those who observe God’s law. 
I Corinthians 3:1-9 Paul is saddened by divisions in the church.  
Matthew 5:21-37 Jesus goes beyond the requirements of the law.  
Sermon Righteous and Justice 
 

  

  

February 23, 2014 February 23, 2014 –– Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany   
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 The ethics of the law come down to love.  
Psalm 119:33-40 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your law. 
I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 We are all builders of God’s temple.  
Matthew 5:38-48 not retaliation, but love 
Sermon Just Love! 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
   Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

        The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                    as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

TaizéTaizé                    Thursday, February 13, 2014                     Thursday, February 13, 2014 -- 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.  
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Report from NicaraguaReport from Nicaragua  
  
Susan Sklar, our trip leader from Equal Exchange, teaches creative writing part time. She  

invited each of us to make a list of words and phrases as we reflected our sojourn with a coffee 

farming family in the mountains of Boaco, then to select one of those words or phrases and  

simply write about it non-stop for a few minutes. This is what I wrote about my three 

“roommates” in that adventure: CEPAD (the Protestant Council of Churches in Nicaragua) 

Staff Member, Frank Mendaro; Presbyterian Hunger Program Associate, Bryce Weibe; and 

pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Gainesville, Florida, the Rev. Larry Green. 

 
The mud. It is the mud. 
 
The mud is what I see on first approach to the remote farmhouse that I will be calling home for a couple days and nights. The 
mud: disgusting. The mud is my fear of what I will encounter. It is my discomfort, my dis-ease, my nightmare—slipping,  
falling, getting dirty, filthy. No escape. No way around it. 
 

Making my way through (squishing my way through), I arrive at 
the porch, then into the main room of the house to deposit my 
sleeping mat and blanket there (will I have to sleep in the mud?), 
only to realize that I have tracked mud into my hosts’ home 
while my companions have thoughtfully removed their muddy 
shoes on the porch. Now I am embarrassed. Now the mud is also 
my shame. The panic has not abated, the terror of being sucked 
into the muddy abyss and so far out of my comfort zone. (My 
comfort zone is a very small place.) I know that I came in here in 
part deliberately to move out of it, but I had not anticipated the 

mud as my welcome mat. The mud is my enemy. Mud, mud, mud, mud, mud. But then come the introductions, the orienta-
tions, the recalibration, the internal voice reminding me, “I can do this.” One thing at time. One day at a time. One passage 
through the mud at a time. 
 
I am so grateful for Larry’s fluency in Spanish, for Bryce’s gentle presence, for Frank’s playful teasing with his second-
language English. Mostly I am grateful for the humor of these three fellows whose good cheer is redemptive, cleansing. They 
supplant my fears with other associations: mud wrestling, mud pies, muddy buddies, your name is Mudd, Fudd and cud. They 
are greasing the skids with mud, glorious mud! They are not blood brothers but mud brothers—a band of brothers, this frater-
nity in mud. We are marching in the mud of God, we are marching in the mud of God, and neither life nor death nor angels nor 
principalities nor height nor depth nor mud will ever be able to separate us from the love of God. 
 
The host family live with the mud, live alongside the mud. They are of the mud. It is their world. They know that God made us 
from the mud of the earth and breathed into us that divine breath that animates us still—the breath of Frank’s snoring, the 
breath that carries Larry’s bad jokes, the breath that powers Bryce’s singing, the breath that fills this place and scents itself 
with the wood smoke of this family’s kitchen. God so loved the mud that God gave me this. Therefore I shall not fear though 
the mountains tremble in the midst of the mud. Thanks be to God for this. Thanks be to God for all of this. Mud and all. Amen. 

  
 

 

 

PC(USA) Hunger Program 
Associate, Bryce Wiebe 

Dennis with the Rev. Larry Green 

CEPAD Leader, 
Frank Mendaro  
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Story Storytellers to Present “Alive!” on Palm Sunday Evening 
 
The Stone Storytellers have begun rehearsing for this year’s “Epic Telling,” the title of 
which is Alive! The Four Gospels’ Easter Stories. This one-hour performance includes the 
Passion/Empty Tomb narratives from the Gospel of Mark, the Easter stories of Matthew 
(including the Great Commission) and Luke (including Emmaus Road) and the Passion/
Resurrection stories from John (including Doubting Thomas and the Large Catch of Fish). 
 
In addition to performing these stories at Stone Church the evening of Palm/Passion Sunday  

(April 13), the Stone Storytellers are offering to do two presentations during 
the season of Easter at the first two Presbyterian Churches who “claim” the 
opportunity at the next meeting of the Presbytery of Utica. They are also ex-
ploring the possibility of giving performances at the prison in Marcy or at the 
Oneida County Jail. 
 
The Stone Storytellers meet each third Monday of the month—though in 
February the meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, February 16. 
There are still opportunities available for others to join us. If you’re inter-
ested and/or would like to take part in the Epic Telling of the Easter stories, 
please contact Dennis as soon as possible.  
 

A quotable quote: “In the beginning was the performance; not the word alone, not the deed alone, but both,  
each indelibly marked with the other forever” (Crossan, The Historical Jesus 1991, xi) 

Luncheon and Program                                
 

Date: Sunday, February 9th 
Place: Stone Church 
Time: Right after the Worship Service 
Program: Dennis’s Trip to Nicaragua 
 
What a fun and informative program this is going to be! As Dennis said…he 
was going on this trip because of the developing mission of our own Building 
Stones Fair Trade Shoppe. Dennis was so blessed to have this close-up experi-
ence of a reality that is so typical of the majority of the world today.  Dennis 
wants to share his experience of our mission and solidarity with the poor people of the world. He will be showing a short 

video and telling us stories about picking coffee beans, visiting a craft coop-
erative, a sewing cooperative and the families that he and his group stayed 
with….just to name a few items he will mention. 
 
We will experience some of the food he had while in Nicaragua….beans 
and rice….plus we will be making some of the food which we sell in our 
own Shoppe. 
 
I think Dennis made a promise to drink only Fair Trade Coffee from now 
on…because he learned it’s not about the coffee…it’s about the people!!!! 
 
See everyone on the 9th!!! 
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Random thoughts regarding Stone Church and Mission activities in 2014 
 
As we start a new year, I have been considering our church and its commitment to support of various mission efforts. We 
support a variety of vital organizations and activities including Church World Service (including our support of Blanket 
and Tool Sunday), Hope House, the Country Pantry, Presbyterian Church USA (including disaster relief), One Great 
Hour of Sharing and the Presbyterian Home Parkinson’s Unit.  Additionally, and perhaps more importantly, the Fair 
Trade Gift Shoppe supports craftspeople, artisans and grass-roots efforts all over the world through its purchase and re-
sale of a truly marvelous inventory.  
 
As input is gathered to arrange our efforts and try to decide to whom we will partner in mission, there is a gap.  I feel that 
we need to provide a face, a sense of the humans with whom we are partners. Our close and personal God who loves us 
and extends limitless grace, recognizes each of us by name. It seems to me that we too need to be more personal, more 
willing to see the people with whom we are in relationship and lives at the center of our mission activities. 
 
Our mission is partly achieved through our giving of our selves, of our time and energy through hands-on involvement, 
whether at the Country Pantry, at Hope House, at the Fair Trade Gift Shoppe and the Farmers Market or through multitu-
dinous other activities. The other piece of our mission effort is what we receive, what we learn from the people we call 
partners, the people whose lives we touch and who touch us and teach us what it means to be God’s people. This close-
ness may enable us as a church community to make more of a difference, to be more engaged in sharing and appreciating 
the bounty we all enjoy and in coming to see ourselves not only as givers but as receivers as well, as partners in mission 
with those whom we serve. 
 
After worship on February 9, the Pastor will share his experiences in Nicaragua on the mission education trip jointly 
sponsored by the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Equal Exchange through video and photos—an experience, he says, 
that “helps us understand mission not as something we do for others but as something we do in partnership, in relation-
ship with others.” 
 
Therefore in the coming months of 2014, I will not only continue to seek and organize mission opportunities but also 
will endeavor to provide us all with a greater sense of the people of God at the other end of our mission reach from 
whom we have so much to learn. 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater - Mission, Stewardship & Support Team 

Habitat for Humanity to open a retail store 
 

The Habitat ReStore will be a retail home improvement center – open to the public - 
filled with donated furniture, appliances, fixtures and building materials – sold at dis-
count prices. All of the proceeds will benefit Oneida County Habitat for Humanity 
building efforts.  

 
The new ReStore will be located at 216 Seward Ave. Utica. Volunteers are needed to stock and set-up this new store. 
If you are interested in volunteering you can contact the store manager, Rob Willson at 315-525-1463. Additionally, if 
you are remodeling or moving, you are asked to consider donating your used furniture, appliances, fixtures, cabinets or 
building materials to this Habitat ReStore. Not only will you be helping build and renovate more Habitat homes in 
Oneida County, your donation will keep unnecessary trash out of landfills, keeping our earth much cleaner and greener. 
For a listing of accepted items, go to http://restoreoneidacounty.org/   This is a great way to help Habitat for Humanity 
without having to donate manual labor.  
 
P.S.  Dennis reports he and Sue have shopped at a Syracuse area Habitat ReStore and found a great bargain door for their 
camp. Even if you aren’t in the market for home improvement, pass the word and help Oneida County Habitat. 
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Planning for the Future 
 
For some time the Session has been exploring our plans for the 
future.  We’ve had training with different facilitators, such as 
Tim Coombs, to help us discern what God is calling us to be and 
do.  We’ve also had people, such as Peter Moore and Carrie 
Goodfriend, give us assessments and recommendations on our 
building.  The Session is now developing specific options.  The 
number one thing that has come out is that because of our love 
for each other and the missions we have, we want to continue to 
worship and serve God together as our congregation.  Ideally, we 
would do this in our current building though with some innova-
tive changes.  
 
 
We have four general thrusts with elders assigned to them.  We recognize the thrusts overlap and influence each other so 
Mary Ann Stiefvater will be the coordinator among the teams.  The thrusts are: 
 
1) Develop a lay leadership pastoral implementation plan – Elizabeth Smith, Donna Goodfriend, Lauralyn Kolb.  
Our pastor plans to become part-time next year and then retire altogether, so we are exploring how pastoral  

 duties could be done with more lay leadership.  We are working with Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry 
 (CoM) as well. 
2) Explore shared services or mergers with other churches – Lora Schilder, Pat Joseph.  To try and be more effi-
cient and effective we are reaching out to area churches to discuss a full range of potential cooperative arrange-
ments. 

3) Explore relationships and financial arrangements with other entities – John Menard, Scott Leonard.  We are 
reaching out to discuss potential cooperative arrangements with the goal to make the building financially sustain-
able and more integrated into the community.  Our building is the geographic and historic center of the Village 
of Clinton and we feel as good stewards that we need to utilize the building more effectively since we don’t need 
most of the space and it sits empty the majority of the time.   

4) Do new financial run-out scenarios – Shelly Coe, Chris Menard, Scott Leonard.  All of these options have differ-
ent financial effects so we will develop some different scenarios to aid in our decision process.   

 
With regard to 3) we have developed the following message that we want everyone to know and use when talking with 
people:  
 
“With the continuing change in our culture we at Stone Presbyterian Church are exploring what it means to be 
‘church’ in the 21st century.  We see ourselves as a church that is transforming both with our congregation and 
with our facilities.  As a church community, we feel we are being led in new directions that require a fresh 
approach to the church building itself.  Our church is an integral part of the community, both as a people and a 
building.  We see our building as an underutilized asset and we are exploring arrangements and partnerships 
with others to use the facility and for the building to become a multi-use asset.” 

 
We want to be a church that is focused more on God’s mission and less on bricks and mortar. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or comments, please reach out to any of the elders and we will be glad to discuss 
them with you. 



Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . . 
 

. . . the staff of CEPAD (the Protestant Council of 
 Churches in Nicaragua), the Presbyterian  
 Hunger Program and Equal Exchange Coffee 
 for opening the eyes of a pastor and to the good 
 people of our Fair Trade Shoppe for making 
 the trip possible. 
. . . the Session for their Spirit-inspired burst of energy 
 in moving forward on the challenges and  
 opportunities we face. 
. . . the people who supply the energy that heats our 
 church building and our homes in the brutal 
 cold that we experienced in January. 
. . . Ruling Elders Donna Goodfriend, Scott  
 Leonard, John & Mary Ann Stiefvater and  
 Lauralyn Kolb for leading worship throughout 
 the month of January in the Norton Room. 
. . . Peggy Weldon and Chris Menard for weathering 
 the challenges of annual reports and new year 
 transitions that January always presents. 
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Recipes wanted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are inviting you all to submit your favorite recipes 
(old family favorites or something new you have just 
tried and think it is incredible) for our monthly newslet-
ter. You can send them by email to stonepres@  
verizon.net, regular mail to P.O. Box 33, Clinton or 
drop them in the offering plate during Sunday service.  
 
Here’s hoping everyone participates, so we can have a 
recipe for each month.   
 

See our first recipe on this page -  

submitted by Mary Ann Stiefvater. 

Delectable, indulgent and yummy 
 
Saturday, February 8, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., we will be holding our 
annual Chocolate Lovers Sale. 
Featuring a variety of home-made 
treats including cakes, pies,  
cupcakes, cookies and candy, all 
proceeds from this sale will be  

donated to the Country Pantry, an ongoing ecumenical 
activity of 11 churches in the Clinton–Clark Mills–
Westmoreland area.  
 
The Pantry’s mission is to provide supplemental food 
and related items to needy families and individuals.  
The Pantry, whose storage and distribution facility is 
located at Annunciation Church in Clark Mills, is sup-
ported by volunteers and donations. Stone Church pro-
vides ongoing support to the Country Pantry through 
activities such as the Chocolate Lovers Sale, food do-
nations, volunteers and special offerings.  
 
Please plan to participate in the Chocolate Lovers Sale 
by baking, working or purchasing. And spread the word 
to your friends and neighbors so they too can enjoy a 
special chocolate treat.  

Recipe of the Month: 
 

Fool-Proof Banana Bread 
 

Cream: 1 cup white sugar and 1 stick (1/2 cup) butter 
until fluffy. Beat in 2 eggs, 3 mashed over-ripe bananas 
(4 if bananas are small) and 1 Tablespoon milk. Beat 
until light. 
 
Mix 2 cups flour, 1 teaspoon baking powder, 1 tea-
spoon baking soda and 1 teaspoon of cinnamon until 
well blended. 
 
Gradually stir flour mixture into creamed ingredients, 
stirring just until blended. Do not over mix since this 
will toughen the bread. Turn into greased loaf pan and 
bake at 325 for 50-55 minutes until lightly browned 
and a tester inserted in the center of loaf is clean. 
 
Let cool for 10 minutes in pan, then turn out on a rack 
to finish cooling. Bread may be sliced when cool or 
refrigerated and then sliced.  
 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House. Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 
back of the sanctuary.  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 
853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 
Here’s the wish list for February:  shampoo, condi-
tioner, sugar, coffee, deodorant, and prayers.  Please 
leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  Call Ceil 
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Deacons’ Corner 
 

Here we are!  Into 2014 already! 
 

It is time to put away all our bright cheerful decorations, the multicolored lights, the gifts that have 
been returned for new sizes, and throw away all the candy/treats that tempt us from the kitchen..  
It must all be packed away until next year. 

 
However….sometimes we can’t seem to “pack away” or “let go” of our feelings of loneliness, worry, or some trouble 
that just seems to linger.  Those thoughts keep us up at night, invade our mind & prevent us form experiencing peace.  
It’s hard to move along each day and find inner joy. 
 

BUT WAIT! 
 

Over there in the corner of your room is a gift you forgot all about! 
 
It didn’t come in a pretty box with ribbons and bows but rather, it came as a message in The Corner Stone, or a message 
on a Christmas card, or word of mouth. It’s the gift of a friendship from a family member, a close friend, a neighbor or a 
member of Stone Church. It is a friendship based on Christ’s love for you.  It is perfect in size, color and calories!  You 
can’t go wrong!  Cherish this special gift…..and pass it on. 
 
May you all have a joyful and blessed 2014.  
 
Gil Adams  Jim Gavett   Emily Hughes   Gary LaGasse 
Judy LaGasse   Bev Miller   Hal Rance  Linda Rance 

 

Country Pantry  
 
The Country Pantry served 659 families in December 
from Clinton, Clark Mills, Westmoreland and New 
Hartford.  This month the Pantry is in need of  apple-
sauce, fruit, snack bars, cereal, tuna fish, canned beans 
of all kinds and 100% juice boxes.  Please check the 
expiration dates as the Pantry cannot use out-dated 
items.  
 
Questions?  Contact Judy LaGasse, 725-2217. 
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Hope House thanks 
 
I would like to sincerely thank the following people 
who volunteered at Hope House during 2013. My 
apologies if I have left anyone out. Your help was tre-
mendously appreciated. Serving at Hope House is a 
very rewarding hands on way to practice your faith. 
 
Dennis Dewey 
Carol Fobes 
Ceil Gilbert 
Jane Hotton 
Gary LaGasse 
Judy LaGasse 
 
Ceil Gilbert, Hope House Co-Ordinator 

Rosie Lockwood 
Bev Miller 
Hal Rance 
Linda Rance 
John Stievfater 

Mary Ann Stievfater 
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February Happenings at Stone  
 
 2 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 3 6 p.m. Session Planning meeting 

 6 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 
8 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Chocolate Lovers Sale 
 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 
9 10:30 a.m. Worship 
10 7 p.m. Joint Session/Deacons meeting 
11 10 a.m. Homebound communion  
13 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 
 7:00 p.m. Taizé service 
15 9 a.m. Bible Study - Tiffany’s 

  16 10:30 a.m.   Worship  
   12 p.m.    Storytellers 
  18     Newsletter deadline 
  20 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe 
  23 10:30 a.m.   Worship  
  24 3 p.m.    Hope House 
  27 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe 

Adapted from “Why I Use the Lectionary” by Michael L. Lindvall 
 

“Lectionary” is one of those words that my computer’s spell check doesn’t know, which suggests that 
it is unfamiliar enough to merit a definition before I tell you why I have come to so appreciate one of 
them, the Revised Common Lectionary. A lectionary is a book or system of Scripture readings. Any 
number of them have been devised and widely used in worship and personal devotions over the centu-
ries. As the term is used today, it usually refers to the Revised Common Lectionary, a plan of daily and 
weekly Bible readings used in many, if not most, churches around the world. In some traditions, its use 

in worship is mandatory; in others, such as the Presbyterian tradition, it’s an optional and relatively recent innovation. The Re-
vised Common Lectionary is prepared by an international and ecumenical committee of scholars, preachers, and church leaders, 
and normally assigns an Old Testament lesson, a Psalm, a Gospel lesson, and a reading from one of the Epistles or other books 
of the New Testament for each weekday and Sunday. The Sunday version moves in a three-year cycle, which means if you are 
in church every Sunday for three years and all the lessons are read, you will hear a great deal of the entire Bible read. 
 
In planning worship and preparing sermons, the alternative to some patterns of Scripture readings—in effect “a lectionary,” be 
it a self-devised plan or the Revised Common Lectionary—is for the preacher to choose the readings each Sunday. This is what 
a number of preachers did until the early 1970s when, after Vatican II, many mainline denominations adapted the Roman 
Catholic lectionary. Some still do. Our “Directory for Worship” still leaves the selection of scriptures for worship up to the pas-
tor.  But for many of us the virtues of preaching from the lectionary are clear. 
 
Among them are that preaching from the lectionary means that I preach not just Bible passages I am drawn to but also those 
that are challenging and difficult, passages I tended to avoid when I was choosing the texts each Sunday. It also means the con-
gregation is more likely to hear parts of the Bible that are a challenge to understand or hard to hear. Preachers are human, and 
are as likely as any mortals to choose the path of least resistance. The use of a lectionary disciplines preacher and congregation 
to allow a great range of Scripture to confront them, not just the passages that line up with the pastor’s latest thinking or the 
church’s current theology.  
 
Preaching from the lectionary means that the Bible readings you hear each week follow a systematic and coherent pattern. Such 
a structure is helpful in an age when many Christians do not know as much of the Bible as well as they would like. 
 
Watch for more about “the lectionary” in coming editions of The Corner Stone. 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

“It’s Cool in the Furnace” A Junior musical presented by the Youth Fellowships 

of the Stone Presbyterian and Clinton Methodist Churches 
 
The lyrics to this musical were written by Grace Hawthorne an assistant to 
Buryl Red who was the composer, conductor, arranger, and producer of this 
drama obtained from the Word Music C. c. 1973. It is based on the first 3 
chapters of Daniel, a great story about Daniel and his three friends Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego and of course King Nebuchadnezzar—King 
of Babylon. When taken into the household of the king, the three friends 
were asked to forsake their Jewish diets and eat only what the king served 
but they challenged this demand saying that if they ate their diet for two 
weeks they could prove to be healthier than their peers. They were given 
permission and the boys excelled in strength and were allowed to continue 
with their Jewish food. However, in the 2nd incident when these young 
friends refused to bow down to the king’s false gods, the king became very 
angry and threw them into a fiery furnace as a death penalty. However they 
were not even scorched and eventually released. A suggestion might be to 
read those first three chapters in Daniel to see what lessons you might learn. 
 
Nancy Platz and the late Mickey Adams were co-directors of this well per-
formed musical, dance, and narrated drama presented in 1977 during the 
worship service at Stone Church May 15 and again at the Methodist Church 
for their Sunday service May 22. These performances followed four months 
of preparation using 20 dancers, singers, and actors under the direction of 3 
choreographers, 2 musical directors and an art director. The dancers had no 
interpretive dancing experience prior to this presentation even though some 
in the audience thought otherwise. Some participants were from other  

faiths. Andy Rosenfeld played the trumpet and Bill Walpole played the cymbal.  Stephen Smith, our organist, accompa-
nied the group and some music was recorded as back up for additional performances that were held at both the Presbyte-
rian Nursing Home and the Lutheran Home. A final performance was held at Stone Church May 24th at 7:30 followed by 
a well deserved reception for the entire cast and to honor the adults in the church who helped with costumes and set  
designs. 
 
“It’s Cool in the Furnace” was a lot of fun, a lot of work but fun to sing, to hear and to enjoy—ask Sherry Robinson or 
Lois Bakos Gorrell. There were ten musical numbers along with interpretive dance to help tell this fascinating story 
about Daniel and his three friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These friends held true to their faith by not wor-
shiping idols and were exalted by being promoted in the province of Babylon. King Nebuchadnezzar made a decree that 
no man was ever to say anything against their God. 

 

  Midge Bakos   
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Wanted: Your Per Capita!   
 
Please note that per capita payments for 2014 are now being readily accepted!!!  Our per capita charge this year is $37 
per member.  The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of 
our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and Gen-
eral Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office or enclosing it in your pledge 
envelope.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

Who is the fourth image? 



Remember in Prayer  
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
- Eleanor Palmer 
- Jim Royce 
- Joseph Pavlot 
- Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
- Jack Price 
- Larry and Gail Losch 
- Whittemore family 
- Catalin 
- Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  
- Spencer (Donna Goodfriend’s nephew) 
- Roger Locke (Doris’ son) 
- Paul Macri (Lora Schilder’s brother) 
- Mary Ann Stiefvater and family 
- Jim Hart (Sue Dewey’s father) 
- Menard family 
- Gil Palmer 
- Mildred Schell 
- Wendy Kiger 
- Patty Jenkins deploying to Afghanistan 
- Barbara 
- Jim Gavett and family 
- Carolyn Barnum 
- Kogut family 
- Pavlot family 
- Family of Diana O’Meara 
- Kevin Chesnut 
- Dibble family 
- Family of Rick Bellinger 
- Nita (Rob Kolb’s sister) 
- Elizabeth Smith and family 

February Birthdays 

1 - John Gilbert 
9 - Desiree Padgett 
10 - David Goodfriend 
  Elizabeth Menard 
12 - Michele McDonough 
13 - James Monohan 
  Gayle Copfer 
17 - Celeste Clawson 
18 - Jill Pavlot 
20 - Doris Locke 
21 - Curt Whittemore 
  Jesse Dewey 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

The Labyrinth is available in the Stone Church 
sanctuary for those who would like to use it for prayer 
and meditation. The church is open Monday through 
Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In addition, the church 
is open Thursdays while the Fair Trade Shoppe is open 
until 6:30 p.m. 
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Happy Birthday, Gene!  
 
Congratulations to Gene Lawson on his upcoming 93rd 
birthday.  He rarely ever misses a Sunday.  If we were 
still giving pins and bars for perfect attendance, he’d be 
tripping over them!  He also remains actively engaged 
in Bible Study and auditing of the church’s finances. 

Did you know . . . ? 
 
. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  
 available every Sunday? 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary? 
 
Just ask an usher if you wish to use these items.  

What do Presbyterians believe ...?  
 
Ever wondered? Well, if you have access to the inter-
net, just go to http://www.pcusa.org/today/believe/ 
believe.htm and you can find out! 

 
22 - Amanda Andrews 
  Jim Gavett 
24 - Craig Lalonde 
27 - Eugene Lawson  
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Highlights of the January 13, 2014 
Session Meeting 
 
♦ Troop 9’s annual report was distributed and the 
state of the troop was discussed.  Due to declining 
numbers of scouts, the troop will not renew its 
charter next year. 

 
♦ 2013 and 2014 budgets were passed out.  Scott had 
informally reviewed these budgets in detail yester-
day after church with interested members of the 
congregation. 

 
♦ Dennis attended the Presbyterian Hunger Program 
trip to Nicaragua last week.  He will present a 
luncheon presentation on his trip after church in 
February.  

  
♦ The Property Committee is getting appraisals for 
the manse in preparation of selling it. 

 
♦ Session voted to have Christine Menard the treas-
urer for another year.  

 
♦ The church’s financial situation and future were 
discussed. 

 
♦ The Fair Trade Shoppe continues to do well. 
 
♦ All elders and deacons whose terms are up have 
agreed to serve another term. 

 
♦ The deacons continue to be very active. 

After a short hiatus the Second Thursday Taizé service resumes “under new management” in February as the Worship, 
Education and Program (WEP) Team explores reshaping the service somewhat. Taizé services began a decade ago under 
the able leadership of David Kolb. When David “retired” from conducting Taizé at the end of last year, the WEP Team 
took a proposal to Session that would entail experimenting with the service, adapting it for a possible change of venue to 
the Dining Room and perhaps morphing into a different kind of “alternative” worship. The plan is to begin making some 
of these changes after this month. The February 13 Taizé service will be very similar to what has gone before but with 
different leadership. More information will be presented in the March edition of The Corner Stone. 

Gil’s Reflections 
 
Previously I have shared some 
slogans that I try to live by. The 
first was a famous prayer.  It 
goes: “God, grant me the seren-
ity to accept that which I cannot 
change, the courage to change 
that which I can, and the wisdom 
to know the difference.”   
 
The second was attributed to an old farmer who said:  
“Everybody is dumb different!”  It seems too simple 
but I firmly believe that the daily application of those 
four words has kept me calm for these 65 years so that I 
have reached 90 years of age! 
 
The third is from a serious psychology book:  “A dif-
ference, in order to be a difference, should really  
make a difference!”  This seems like a simple reference 
against bigotry, but since bigotry is still so prevalent in 
our society, it’s not as easy to bring into affect as it 
should be.   
 
Another slogan was authored by Jim Valvano, basket-
ball coach at North Carolina State who, stricken by 
cancer, said, “Don’t give up, don’t ever give up!”  This 
appears to be counter to the aforesaid serenity prayer.  
This is related to a Peanuts cartoon that I’ve mentioned 
before.  In the first panel, Lucy says to Charlie Brown, 
“Life’s not all one way, Charlie Brown!”  In the second 
panel, she goes on to say, “You win some and you lose 
some!”  In the third panel, Charlie’s thinking.  In the 
fourth panel, Charlie says, “Gee!  That’d be neat!”  End 
of message. 
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E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
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 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
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Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the March  
issue of the newsletter is 
Tuesday, February 18.  
Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 
at 853-2951 with questions or 
comments.   

Newsletter team   
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Trudi 
Christeler, and Bev Miller who have 
collated, folded, taped and labeled 
this issue of The Corner Stone just 
for you!     

 
 




