
 THE   CORNER   STONE  

                            Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green                               
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.      April 2010 

WORSHIP AT STONE IN APRIL 
 

April 4, 2010  –  Easter Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 10:34-43  God shows no partiality. 

Psalm 118  

1 Corinthians  15:19-26  Christ has been raised, and death is dead! 

Luke 24:1-12  The tomb stands empty! 

   The Lord is risen indeed! And the community of faith gathers to hear the story,  

   share the sacrament of life, and sing full voice, “Alleluia!” 

 
April 8, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. – Taize worship 

A service of quiet meditation, chant-like song, candlelight prayer, silence and 

scripture. (See page 6 for more information.)    

  
April 11, 2010 –  Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32   Standing firm as witnesses to the truth. 

Psalm 150   Praise the Lord! 

Revelation 1:4-8   Praise to the Alpha and Omega! 

John 20:19-31  Doubting Thomas – told by Donna Goodfriend 

Sermon  Faith as Highs and Lows 

 
April 18, 2010 –  Third Sunday of Easter – The Stone Storytellers 

We heard the Gospel of John on Palm Sunday evening. But what do 

those stories mean to the storytellers who have lived with them for these 

past months, carrying them in the memory of their hearts? Some of the 

Stone Storytellers lead us in worship and share their insights “from the 

inside out”—what these texts from the Fourth Gospel have come to 

mean to them in their faith journey. 

  
April 25, 2010 –  Fourth Sunday of Easter – Rev. Bill Dodge, Utica Rescue Mission 

Acts 9:36-43   The raising of Dorcas 

Psalm 23  The Lord is my shepherd.           

Revelation 7:9-17  The worship of the saints in heaven 

John 10:22-30  Jesus’ sheep hear his voice. 

Guest Preacher, the Rev. Bill Dodge 

 

Rev. Dodge is Executive Director of the Rescue Mission of Utica, a homeless shelter and  

service provider for some of the area’s most needy. Rev. Dodge will speak about the work  

of the Rescue Mission at a luncheon following the service. The luncheon will feature Buzz  

Joseph’s famous chili! 
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Celtic Spirit/Reformed Heritage 
 

In the last half of this month I will lead a group of 25 pilgrims on a trip 

that we are calling “Celtic Spirit / Reformed Heritage” to Scotland and 

the Northeast of England. Our trip takes us to a remote island in the  

Lower Hebrides called the Isle of Iona, where St. Columba arrived from 

Ireland in 563 to form a monastic community that would spread the  

gospel to the Gaels, the Picts and other early inhabitants of what is  

today the United Kingdom. 

 

Today Iona is enjoying a renaissance of interest in all things Celtic—an  

approach to being Christian that is at once quite ancient and quite post-modern. The tiny island is described as “a thin 

place,” where the distance between earth and eternity is but a breath. Celtic Christianity of the 4th to 7th Centuries held 

such a consciousness at its heart and displayed as its core values the virtues of simplicity, generosity, availability, adapta-

bility, creativity and equality. Centered in the practice of regular prayer on the monastic model, the Celts were great  

storytellers and valued the artistry of good storytelling. When they came into a community, they sought to learn the local 

ways, to show respect and sensitivity to indigenous culture and practices. They were gentle in their approach to sharing a 

joyful gospel that saw the story of Christ in the wonders of nature and the ordinary of the everyday. 

 

From my notes in preparation for my first “Stories of the Celtic Saints” trip seven years ago, I recently came across this 

description of the appeal of Celtic Spirituality in the 21st Century: 

 

Responding to the spiritual hunger that pervades the contemporary church, it is easy to find in this early 

understanding of Christianity an approach to the gospel with much appeal: there is a deep respect for the 

feminine, a great love of mysticism, storytelling and poetry, a recognition of the sacredness of all creation 

and a ready acknowledgement of the interrelatedness of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

What is perhaps most significant about 'Celtic spirituality' today, however, is its understanding of the gospel 

during the early Christian centuries independent from that taught by Rome. Roman Christianity was  

authoritarian, hierarchical and male dominated, rational and strongly legalistic, with a powerful need for 

control and uniformity; the Celtic understanding was different. Not unlike Native Americans, Celtic peoples 

had little concept of land ownership or taxes or tithes and little liking for cities - all of which were intro-

duced by the Romans and further established by the Normans. The Celtic peoples were rural, agrarian and 

tribal; they greatly valued their myths and mysticism, feeling a strong affinity for the Gospel of John. They 

seemed to have an innate understanding of the Mystery of the Trinity, and much of their spirituality was 

reflected in their poetry. They were confused and baffled by the intricacies of theological argument. 1 

 

The impulse to be a dynamic, creative, caring, responsive, reforming community of faith is nothing new. And yet, 

in a way, it is. As we, the people of Stone Church, seek (as the stated first goal of our leadership) “to develop our 

ability to ‘tell the story’ of our faith, our rich worship life, and our mission,” perhaps we can take a lesson from a 

time and place remote from us, and yet as close as the essence of the Sermon on the Mount. I will pray to that end 

in the thin place of Iona. And maybe Stone Church can become a thin place for this community in this time. 

 

__________________                                                                                                        
1 
from a workshop held in autumn 2000 at www.celtichorizons.org 

 
                                                                                                                   Deepeace, 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

More than sixty years ago, in response to the devastation of WWII, 

a Saturday evening nationwide broadcast asked Americans to give  

generously the next morning in their churches.  More than 75,000 

churches responded.  The next year, the offering was repeated and 

called the “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  Today, the One Great Hour 

of  Sharing supports projects in more than one hundred countries. 

 

The theme chosen for this year’s offering is drawn from Jesus’ last  

encounter with his disciples.  Three times he asks, “Do you love me?” 

and three times he repeats a variation of the instruction: “Feed my 

sheep.” 

 

When I was a child, we were given a bank every year to take home 

to fill with coins for the One Great Hour of Sharing.  Every year, 

I would have good intentions, and every year, without fail, it would 

come time to return the banks to church, and I would feel guilty  

because I had so rarely remembered to drop in a coin. 

 

A generation later, one year, in addition to the banks, my children were also given a Sharing Calendar: 

 

Afghan refugee women living in Pakistan are learning to make quilts. Count the number of blankets in your home and 

put 2 cents in your bank for each one.  Droughts in Senegal have left many people without water.  Place 2 cents in your 

bank for every sink, 4 cents for every shower and 6 cents for every bathtub in your home.  In Uruguay, teenagers are 

learning new trades such as shoemaking.  Place 5 cents in your bank for every pair of shoes in your closet. 

 

The excitement and joy my sons showed, running up the stairs, throwing shoes out of all the closets so they could be 

counted, taught me an invaluable lesson:  when we count our blessings, we give joyfully. 

 

We will formally receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Easter Sunday.  Between now and then, I urge you 

to count your blessings, and then, give joyfully. 
 

          Lauralyn Kolb 
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Highlights of the March 8, 2010  
Join Session-Deacons Meeting  
 
New Ideas for Ministries 

We shared ideas and suggestions for the improvement 
of our ministry: 

♦ Find another place to have Sunday school and 
nursery instead of downstairs 

♦ SWAK Team – need to revitalize/restructure 
♦ Move the Fair Trade store to the narthex;  
 restore having a notice in the bulletin 
♦ Redo the library corner in the Norton Room 

into an alternative worship space 
♦ Provide lunch for volunteers on the blood drive 

on June 7 at the VFW 
 
Strategic Plan Implementation 
Then we shared some ideas of how we might go about 
implementing them:  

♦ Work with local mission – maybe Food Bank? 
♦ LGBT:  Pursue getting the appropriate rainbow 

symbol to display.  
♦ Carol Grove and Your Neighbors effort:  ex-

plore expanding that effort into the Clinton 
area community  

♦ Get better signage to convey items of interest 
to people passing by; maybe pursue using tem-
porary signs to avoid the zoning issues. 

♦ The Other Side: explore extending/partnering 
with that effort in our church  

♦ Pay people to come to church once and get 
their feedback  

                                                                                     
Treasurer’s Report – Shelly Coe  

Shelly continues to computerize our financial accounts. 
The advanced payment of pledges has really helped our 
cash flow and minimized us withdrawing from the en-
dowment fund. 
 

Presbytery Meeting January 26, 2010  –  

Donna Goodfriend, Commissioner for the Meeting 

♦ Donna Goodfriend was our commissioner at 
the presbytery meeting.  Joyce Wilbur per-
formed a story and Dave Wilbur also attended.  

♦ The Presbytery VOTED on approving the Rev-
erend Dennis Dewey as the installed pastor of 
Stone Presbyterian Church as requested by the 
congregation and approved by CoM.  Dennis 
will be installed at the next Presbytery meeting, 
which happens to be at Stone Presbyterian 
Church, 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 23, 2010. 

 

Note from the Treasurer 
       
 Thank you to everyone who 
 has paid their pledges ahead of 
 schedule.  February’s income 
 was higher than expenses and  
 the Wells Fargo account  
 rebounded with a gain of over  
 $3000. 
 

Questions?  Contact Treasurer Shelly Coe at 601-7877 
or mcoe@inbox.com. 
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Early Pledges Wanted 
 

Cash flow seems to be a problem for the Church more 
in the winter months (January through April) than sum-
mer months.  Session is asking folks to consider giving 
more of their pledge upfront, if possible.  We will, of 
course, keep good track of what you have paid towards 
your pledge.  
 
Questions?  Contact Shelly Coe, Treasurer, at   
601-7877 or mcoe@inbox.com or call the church 
office, 853-2933.   

Holy Week Worship at Stone 
 
April 1:   Maundy Thursday Tenebrae – 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 2:   Good Friday Service – Noon 
  (with lunch to follow) 
 
April 3:  Holy Saturday Vigil – 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 4:  Easter Sunrise Service on the  
  Green at 7:00 a.m. 
  
 Morning Worship (Lord’s Supper)  
  at 10:30 a.m. 

Still Wanted:  Your Per Capita 
 
Per capita payments are still being accepted!  Our per 
capita charge went up this year to $34.50 per member.  
The church has to pay this fee whether or not you chose 
to pay.  The per capita is sent to Presbytery to support 
its work.  Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office or enclosing it in your 
pledge envelope.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!  
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Rev. Bill Dodge to Speak at Stone Church Luncheon 
 
Our Mission, Fundraising & Stewardship Team will present an informative luncheon about the work of the Utica Rescue 
Mission with the Rev. Bill Dodge, Executive Director, as our guest speaker after worship on Sunday, April 25. Rev. 
Dodge will also be the guest preacher for the morning. 

 
The Rescue Mission is a faith-based, not-for-profit organization whose mission is a 
Christian ministry of unconditionally endeavoring to assess and meet the physical,  
emotional and spiritual needs of people coming for assistance. There is an historical  
connection between the Presbyterians and the Rescue Mission. It was during an evangel-
istic meeting at the First Presbyterian Church in Utica, that evangelist Sam Hedley 
stressed the need for a Rescue Mission 
to care for the transient and alcoholic 
men who were congregating on the 
streets of Utica.  The pastor appointed 
several churchmen to research the  
urgency and in late 1890 the first Mis-
sion building was rented at 24 Liberty 
Street. This Mission provided transients 
on their way to lumber camps and 
homeless men with overnight lodging 
and soup. 
 

In 1928 the Mission purchased its first building, which provided 36 
beds and was often filled to overflowing. 
 
As a result of the Baggs Square arterial expansion project, in May of 1971 the Mission relocated to 203 Rutger Street, 
the first of nine buildings on its current campus. Today the Mission provides shelter and support services for some of the 
most needy of our area. 
 
The luncheon features “Chili by Buzz.” (A vegetarian option will be available as well.)  Plan to join us for this important 
and informative time of fellowship the last Sunday of this month! 

Spring Cleaning  
 
Now that Spring is here—it is time to get rid of the dust, dirt and cobwebs that have accumulated 
over the winter months. Our church is in need of a major cleaning!! So far the lavatories and the 
kitchen in the Norton Room have been cleaned. Now we need to clean the sanctuary, the narthex, 
the Norton Room, choir loft, and the downstairs kitchen and dining room. We need everyone’s 
help!  Our first cleaning session will be Saturday, April 17th at 9:00 a.m. We will work until 1:00 
p.m. and then all go out for lunch. 
 
Please contact Linda Rance and sign up to help. If you can’t work this time, watch for information 
on future dates. 
 
Remember, many hands make light work!! Thanks in advance for your help. 
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Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.   
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Linda and Hal Rance for the thorough cleaning of the Norton Room kitchenette and for scrubbing and sprucing up 
 the bathrooms and for cleaning the cloakroom downstairs for our Presbytery meeting. 
. . . Grace Whittemore, Ceil Gilbert, Linda Rance, Bev Miller, Barbara Stockbridge, Joyce Wilbur, Emily Hughes who 
 helped with the reception for Dr. James Francis and also to those who baked refreshments. 
. . . Donna Goodfriend for fixing breakfast Sunday morning March 21 for the video showing of the gospel of St. John. 
. . . the Coe family, Sue and Dave Forbes, Ceil Gilbert, Donna Goodfriend, Emily Hughes, Buzz Joseph, Lauralyn Kolb, 
 Judy and Gary LaGasse, Chris and John Menard, Bev Miller, Hal and Linda Rance, Sherry Robinson, Katrina 
 Schell, Barb Stockbridge, Dave and Joyce Wilbur for preparing and serving dinner and decorating the sanctuary
 for the Presbytery meeting and Dennis’ installation on March 23, 2010.  
 

Note: If you’d like to express thanks for a service ministry someone has done,  

please let us know and we’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

What Is Taizé? 
 
Where does Taizé worship come from? And what is Taizé worship? It is quiet meditation, chant-like song, candlelight 
prayer, silence and scripture. Come Thursday evening at 7:00, April 8 (and every second Thursday of the month) to 
Stone Church and experience it! 
 
The model for Stone Church’s monthly Taizé service comes from the practice 
observed by an ecumenical Christian monastic order in Taizé, France, which  
is composed of about 100 brothers from 30 countries who come from Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant traditions. The order, founded in 1940, has a strong  
devotion to peace and justice through prayer and meditation. The community  
has become one of the world's most important sites of Christian pilgrimage.  
Over 100,000 young people from around the world make their way to Taizé  
each year for prayer, Bible study, sharing, and communal work. Through the 
community's ecumenical outlook, they are encouraged to live in the spirit of 
kindness, simplicity and reconciliation. 
 
The Taizé community, though Western European in origin, has sought to  
include people and traditions worldwide. They have sought to demonstrate  
this in the music and prayers where songs are sung in many languages, and  
have included chants and icons from the Eastern Orthodox tradition. The  
music emphasizes simple phrases, usually lines from Psalms or other pieces  
of Scripture, repeated and sometimes also sung in canon. Earlier Taizé  
community music was conceived and composed by one of the brothers,  
Jacques Berthier, and his pieces are still sung as part of our monthly Taizé  
worship at Stone Church. 
 
                                                                                                                                        (source: Wikipedia) 
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Relief Kits for Haiti have been sent 
 

 
Due to the generosity of our church family and friends, we were able to send  
142 kits to Church World Service (CWS) as well as the $2.00 per kit needed  
to process them at the CWS receiving center.    
 
Anyone still wishing to make up complete kits may do so. In the next newsletter 
there will be information regarding infant kits that folks might like putting  
together as  well. 

 
     Grace Whittemore 

Stone Storytellers News 
 

As Scott Leonard opined in welcoming the Presbytery of Utica to Stone Church: 
 
Storytelling has energized our worship and the spiritual life 
of our members.  Storytelling has become the dominant 
metaphor for our sense of what we are called to be and do 
as a church: telling the story of Christ and the story of 
Stone Church to a world that needs good stories—that we 
are a story-formed people who, by taking the stories into 
ourselves, find ourselves in the living, ongoing, breathing 
story that did not end with the back cover of the Bible. 

 
The Stone Storytellers’ ministry was much in evidence during the 
season of Lent as Donna Goodfriend, Scott Leonard and Dennis 
Dewey traveled to McConnellsville Community Church to tell  
stories from the Gospel of John as part of the Great Camden Clergy 
Association’s Lenten worship series. Of course, the milestone for the storytellers was the Passion Sunday evening  
performance of Stories from the Gospel of John. Again, as Scott observed in his remarks to the Presbytery, “Dennis did 
all the Gospel of Mark his first Passion Sunday with us.  The Stone Storytellers assisted him with Gospel of Luke the 
second year, and even more so with the Gospel of Matthew last year.” This year’s effort was, in fact, the Stone  
Storytellers assisted by Dennis! 
 
David Kolb and Scott Leonard did an excellent job of storytelling at the Presbytery meeting/installation service on 
March 23. We continue to receive invitations from other churches to storytelling events. 
 
We are presently working on plans for a “Storytelling and Music Day Camp” for children to be held Monday-Thursday 
June 28-July 1. More information will appear in the May issue of The Corner Stone. 
 
Our big news continues to be our planning for the first ever, all-community “Stone Soup Storytelling Festival,” which 
we’re referring to by the shorthand expression, 3SF. The weekend of June 10-12, 2011 will see the village of Clinton 
become the venue for this festival of professional and amateur storytellers—from ghost stories in the Old Burying 
Ground to “Open Hay Wagon” telling on the Green to Sunday morning storytelling in the churches of the village. Dave 
Forbes is heading up this effort. 
 
We meet next on Monday evening, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the church. 

David Kolb tells the Parable of the Mustard Seed at 

Dennis’ installation service.   Photo by Harry Young 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

Stone Church goes Presbyterian in 1864 
 

This transfer to become a member of the Utica Presbytery took time to develop.  For seventy years we were part of the 
Oneida Association of Congregational Churches.  Much earlier in June of 1859, a committee had been appointed to de-
vise a plan to change the relations of the church that resulted in the following resolution: 

 
 “And whereas the Oneida Association with which this church is at present  
 connected is at a distance from us, is widely scattered, has not a settled pastor  
 belonging to it, and is not infrequently unable to transact business for want of  
 a quorum, so that there is little advantage to us or to the Association from our  
 connection with; and whereas the Church is situated in the immediate vicinity  
 of the Utica Presbytery… 
 
 Therefore resolved that as soon as possible, the proper steps be taken to effect  
 a change of our ecclesiastical relation from the Oneida Association to the Utica 
 Presbytery.” 

 
“As soon as possible” wasn’t acted on until five years later in 1864.  A resolution was offered by Henry Bristol to carry 
out the above resolution and finally voted on affirmatively.  Henry Bristol was chosen to represent this church at the next 
Presbytery meeting.  (Some things never change!  You voice your opinion and then get elected to carry it out.) 
 
The decision came under the newly installed pastor Rev. Albert Erdman, his first pastorate, and who had one of the most 
productive ministries in the history of the church to date - 1869.  He was invited to return as one of the principle speakers 
at the 1878 dedication of the present Stone Church. 
           
          Midge Bakos 
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Dear Mrs. Bakos, 
 
Thank you for the wonderful reception that you and the 
ladies of Stone Church put on after Dad’s service.   
 
The food was so good and the flowers Spring-like.  It 
honored my Dad! 
 
Please share this note of thank you with the ladies that 
put on the reception. . . . .  
 
Sincerely, 
Gwen (Wendy) 
 
 

Editor’s note:  Gwen is the daughter of Jim Francis 

whose memorial service was held at Stone Church on 

Friday, March 19.  
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the sanc-
tuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

It’s another Soup concert! 
 
Mark your calendars for the next 
concert to benefit Soup at Schools 

in Africa: Sunday, May 2, 2010, 
at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Please come and listen to some 
wonderful music while helping us 
complete our We Wish You Well 

project.  When completed, our 
well will provide an integrated 
supply of water and electricity to 
the Vezulwazi Primary School. 
 This project now has the atten-

tion of the South African Education Department, and 
the expectation is that it will be a prototype for other 
schools.   

Bunnies fill Easter baskets 
 

Thank you to all who purchased and  
assembled Easter baskets for the food 
bank clients. Easter bunnies this year 
were: Donna Goodfriend, Joyce 
Wilbur, Gina and Desiree Padgett, Bev 
Miller, Grace Whittemore, Linda 
Rance, Nikki and Owen Reynolds,  

Judy LaGasse, Bonnie Hyde, Midge Bakos, Kehela 
Reeves, and Elaine Mushtare.   
 
As always, it is very much appreciated!  

April Ushers 
 
April 4  Barb Stockbridge & Dave Wilbur 
April 11 Jim Gavett & Joyce Wilbur 
April 18 Donna Goodfriend & Rachel Reeves 
April 25 Larry & Owen Reynolds 

April Hosts 
 
April 4  Nikki Reynolds & Helen Leonard 
April 11 Joyce & Dave Wilbur, Jim Gavett 
April 18 Rachel Reeves 
April 25 Larry & Owen Reynolds 

Dear Dennis, 
 
I would like to add my words of congratulation to both 
you and the church on the occasion of your installation 
this Tuesday.  It must seem just a wee bit strange to be 
installed anew into a calling to which you have already 
been giving so much of your life during the past few 
years.  For all I can glean from The Corner Stone you 
have been doing a marvelous job of sharing the Word 
and the Life with a congregation that still has a big 
place in my memories and my prayers, even when the 
number of names I recognize continues to dwindle.  
The five years I served as pastor of Stone Church 
(1962-1967) still stand among the richest and most  
enjoyable of my life.  (I am now 86.) . . . 
 
Enjoy your ministry, telling the story of peace. 
 
   Howard Adams 

Dennis’ installation service.   
Left to right:  Rev. Gerald Platz, Pastor Emeritus; Elder Katie 
Boardman, Moderator of Utica Presbytery; Rev. Dennis Dewey; 
Rev. Keith Dewey, Dennis’ father; Shirley Hart, Dennis’ mother-
in-law; Elder Scott Leonard.   
 
Photo by Harry Young 



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

Gil Adams Family 
Kaytryn Bentley and Family  
Dortha and Bill Glaser 
Carrigan and Katrina 
Lori Sherwood 
Doris Locke 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Britcher Family 
Kurt Whittemore 
Ann and Dave Smallen 
Dennis’ colleague, Rev. Tim Eberhardt 
Peter Forrester 
The people of Haiti 
Brenda 
Sue Bishop 
Marilyn Wood 
Rosalie Lauber 
Keith Dewey & Dennis’ brothers and sisters and  
   extended family 
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1 - Ryan Harrington 
2 - Amber Goodfriend 
3 - Lori Chamberlain 
4 - Oliver Richardson 
7 - Carrie Goodfriend 
  Jacob Dahlin 
13 - Mo Lalonde 
16 - Natalie Fiore 
17 - William Porter 
19 - Jonathan Buckley 
20 - Loring Watkins 
21 - Alexander Russo 

April Birthdays 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

22 - Mary Kate Monohan 
23 - Sangin Park 
24 - Helen Leonard 
  Drew Altdoerffer 
  Wusheng Yin 
25 - Mary Lee Wrege 
26 - Patricia Joseph 
27 - Morgan Pavlot 
28 - Benjamin Joseph 

Did you know . . . ? 
 

. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  

 available every Sunday? 
 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary? 
 
Just ask an usher if you wish to use these items.  

In Memoriam 
 
Our prayers continue for the family and friends of 
Marge Chamberlain who passed on February 26, 2010 
after a short illness. She was a loving mom to Mary, 
Tom, Bob, George, Gayle and Lori and grandmother to 
her seven grandchildren. The family often congregated 
in Marge’s kitchen for coffee and fellowship. 
 
Once the children reached school age, Marge felt fortu-
nate to find a job in food service at Hamilton College 
where her work allowed her to spend quality time with 
the children—a position she held for 34 years. She also 
substituted in the Clinton High cafeteria. 
 
Marge helped with the church nursery when her chil-
dren attended Sunday school. Not one for fanfare, she 
quietly helped others and used her culinary skills con-
tributing to church fund-raisers. 

In Memoriam 
 
We express sympathy to Ginny Francis on the death of 
her husband Dr. Jim Francis March 3, 2010 and to her 
children Anne, Griff, Gwen and Betsy and her 5 grand-
children. 
 
The Rev. Harold Wylie married Jim and Ginny in 1949 
at Stone Church—a devoted union of 60 years. Jim, as 
a trustee, helped with the building of Sunday school 
rooms in the “catacombs” (a dirt cellar) on the east side 
of the church. Jim also served as an elder. 
 
Jim was an assistant scoutmaster for troop 89, active in 
the Kiwanis Club and the Kirkland Bird Club. An avid 
outdoorsmen, he enjoyed hiking, cross-country skiing, 
gardening, identifying wildflowers and birds. 
 
He was a compassionate man whether in his dentist 
office or in the community. He always shared with the 
church and others his beautiful flowers. 
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Scout News 
 
Boy Scout Troop 9 had a very successful Ham Dinner and bottle drive on Saturday, March 6th at the VFW!  Our decora-
tions celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America, and we had a special celebratory cake. Boy Scouts 
played music throughout the event. We would like to thank everyone who helped make the Ham Dinner a success and 
supported the Troop. The funds raised will be used to support Troop activities, especially summer camp.   
 
The Troop is continuing to work on the Traffic Safety merit badge this month. As part of this merit badge, we are  
planning to visit the Carbone auto service center to learn about car maintenance and safety. Troop 9 has planned a  
winter/early spring camping weekend at Camp Woodland on the March 27 weekend.  Scouts will be working on Scout 
skills and doing advancement work. 
 
BSA Crew 9 had a skiing/snowboarding outing to Gore Mt. on March 20th and enjoyed some spring skiing conditions. 
 
Life Scout Matthew Popyack passed his Eagle Board of Review on March 11th and advanced to the rank of Eagle, the 
highest rank in Boy Scouts!  The Troop will hold an Eagle Court of Honor later in the spring. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair 

Save the dates October 22-23, 2010  

for Stone Church’s Retreat at Christ the King Spiritual 
Life Center in Greenwich, New York (North of  
Albany). This overnight experience will be a time of 
fellowship and spiritual renewal. We’ll conclude with a 
visit to the New Skete Monastery for vespers on Satur-
day afternoon and then have dinner at Boca DiBepo 
Italian Ristorante in Albany. 

Women’s Book Group 
 
The Women's Spirituality Book Group, which meets 
Mondays at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Ann Smallen, has 
begun reading Dr. Leslie D. Weatherhead's The Chris-

tian Agnostic.   

 

For more information, call Ann at 853-6603, Lauralyn 
at 853-8738, or Donna at 853-8405. 

You are invited! 
 
Peter Walther, our former organist, is extending an 
open invitation to Stone Church to help him celebrate 
his birthday at the Capitol theater in Rome at 3:00 p.m. 
on April 24. The movie “Maytime” starring John Bar-
rymore and Jeanette MacDonald Eddy is free of charge 
and in lieu of gifts please consider a donation to the 
Capitol.  No RSVP is necessary. 

Our annual pie sale  
 
will be held on Saturday, April 17th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We need 
EVERYONE to help make this sale a 
great success! If you are unable to 
bake, please consider making a dona-
tion.  

 
ALL kinds of pies will be accepted.    We'd appreciate 
it if you could have your pies at church by 9:00 a.m., if 
possible.  
 
Sign-up sheets will be available. PLEASE HELP! 
Thank you.   
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Please note… 
 

The deadline for the May issue of the 
newsletter is Tuesday, April 20. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.   

Newsletter collators 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos,  
Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler,  
and Barbara Stockbridge.  

 


