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                The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                           engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

                           as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Worship at Stone in June  
 

June 3, 2012 – Trinity Sunday – The Lord’s Supper  

Isaiah 6:1-8 The prophet Isaiah has a vision in the temple. 
Psalm 29 The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
Romans 8:12-17 Live according to the Spirit. 
Matthew 28:16-20 Jesus gives the Great Commission. 
Sermon  All Kinds of People!  

 

June 10, 2012 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 

        Odds Bodkin Tells Stories in Worship 

 

                               

Thursday, June 14, 7:00 p.m. -  
 

June 17, 2012 – Choir Sunday – Our wonderful choir leads us in worship with favorite anthems 

from 2011-2012 

 

June 24, 2012  –  Fourth Sunday After Pentecost  
1 Samuel 17:(1a , 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 David kills Goliath. 

Psalm 9:9-20 The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed. 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 “Corinthians, open your hearts.” 

Mark 4:35-41 Jesus calms a storm. 

Sermon  I Want You to Learn My Favorite Story  

     Thursday, June 14, 7:00 p.m. - Taizé  
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Why I Am a Presbyterian – Part IV 
 

In last month’s issue I focused on the reality of sin and the historic emphasis placed  
on sin in the Reformed Tradition, our particular historical stream of the churches that  
flowed from that first Pentecost source down through the ages. I pointed out last month  
that the concept of “sin” is largely lost in the contemporary world, perhaps in part due  
to the kind of obsession with sin and depravity that characterized much Reformation  
theology. If we are simul justus et peccator (“simultaneously righteous and sinners”),  
perhaps our tradition over-emphasized the peccator while insufficiently lifting up the  
justus. Many of the reformers seem almost to have forgotten that the adjective God  
uses to describe the new-made creation is “good.” Actually, the Hebrew is closer to  
the old Campbell’s soup slogan: “Mmmm-mmm good!” But, as I suggested last month,  
in the consignment of “sin” to the dust bin of the passé we have lost something important, an aspect of reality 
that lies beyond both the hard sciences and the social sciences, a reality that we all experience at some level. 
 

One of the most valuable life lessons of my brief 63 years on the planet has been the gradually evolving appre-
ciation for the effects of sin in interpersonal relationships. Perhaps the most telling evidence of this subtle real-
ity is our tendency to want to divide the world into good people and bad people—and readily admitting our-
selves to the first category. The “them” and “us” world is one in which I am always right, and some others are 
always wrong. It is a reality in which there are heroes and villains. The subtlety of sin is that, like a computer 
virus, it changes the way we think in ways that allow us to justify unhealthy and even reprehensible behaviors. 
We may pay lip-service to  the old “walk a mile in another’s shoes” proverbial wisdom, but we can’t and don’t 
really do that very often because we simply dismiss the “other” along with his/her shoes as wrong or mis-
guided or evil or guilty. 
 

The same applies to groups, communities and nations. Listening to a discussion about Iran’s nuclear program 
on NPR the other day, a caller suggested that one solution might be for the United States to offer to build, run 
and maintain nuclear power plants in and for Iran, thereby addressing their assertion that their need is for  
domestic electricity production, not nuclear weaponry. The radio guest pointed out the fly in the ointment: that 
Iran does not trust the United States. From our “innocent” perspective, the caller’s idea seems sensible. From 
the perspective of a country dominated by a US-supported military regime from 1941-1979, it’s a non-starter. 
 

And what of the church? God knows what evil has been perpetrated in and by the church in the last 2000 
years. On balance, the good the church has done probably outweighs the harm, but the point is arguable. The 
church has been fraught with conflict, division, power-plays, schisms, persecutions and excommunications 
from the get-go! The Presbyterian Church (that wing of the Reformed Tradition that traces its roots through the 
Church of Scotland) is no exception. And yet I believe that the theology behind our polity makes it the best 
way to order our lives together in the church. 
 

Presbyterians set up a form of government that evolved into a representative democracy. There is no single 
bishop who is the final authority. Decisions are not taken by the whole congregation of a particular church that 
might otherwise be goaded to act precipitously on a passionate issue. Rather, the authority for all decision-
making lies in a body of elected officers who know themselves to be sinners and who therefore pledge to  
deliberate and debate issues in the context of prayer, trusting that the Spirit’s working through a group so  
constituted and so aware will less likely stray from the will of God than might be the case from a “bad apple at 
the top” or “mob psychology from below.” We are a church that begins from the perspective that our corporate 
decisions might, indeed, be wrong—a humble starting point that honors the servant humility of Jesus of  
Nazareth. 
 

                                                                                          Deepeace, 
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Highlights of the May 14, 2012 
Session Meeting 
 
♦ The Fall Retreat will be held Saturday, September 

29, 2012.  The focus will be on pastoral care and 
ongoing training. 

 

♦ The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and received. 
 

♦ The carpet in the Office Manager’s office was re-
moved, the floor painted, and new rugs added. 

 

♦ Two gas leaks have been temporarily repaired. 
 

♦ Dinners will be prepared again for Your Neighbors. 
 

♦ The Shoppers Stroll will not be doing crafts any-
more.  The Fair Trade Shoppe will replace it. 

 

♦ Ken Coe built a wagon for carrying and storing Fair 
Trade items.  The Memorial Committee donated 
$400 for the cart in Barbara Stockbridge’s name. 

 

♦ Barbara Stockbridge’s memorial service is set for 
Thursday, June 14 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

♦ Deacons visit the homebound on a regular basis. 
 

♦ A Story Swap is scheduled for May 17 at the Kirk-
land Town Library. 

 

♦ The Presbytery will meet in Little Falls on May 22. 
 
 

What do our Neighbors Believe?   
 
In the fall we looked at what Roman Catholics, Luther-
ans and Methodists believe. The series has continued 
this spring each Sunday after worship with more and 
different perspectives. A light lunch is served each 
Sunday as the sessions are led by Stone Church elders.  
Please join us for the final session – Judaism – led by 
Mary Ann Stiefvater on June 3.   

Utica Presbytery meets 
  
Utica Presbytery met in Little Falls on May 22. Dennis Dewey 
completed his term as moderator of Presbytery and Barbara 
Epply-Shuck was commissioned as the new moderator for 
2012-2013.  
 
A report was received from the auditor and Presbytery voted 
to pay one-half of the mortgage for Vanderkamp for four 
months in an attempt to help them in a time of financial trou-
ble. Use of the camp is increasing with a dynamic new direc-
tor.  
 
Aggie Walker was commissioned as co-CLP to serve Forest-
port Church. New committee members were elected and Pat 
Joseph will be on the Committee on Ministry.  
 
Pat Joseph 
 
       

Summer Worship Schedule 2012 
 

9:30 a.m. 
 
JULY   1  STONE  Dennis Dewey preaching 
JULY   8  STONE  Guest Preacher George Whitton 
JULY 15  STONE  Dennis Dewey preaching 
JULY 22  STONE  Dennis Dewey preaching 
JULY 20  STONE  Dennis Dewey preaching 
 
AUG   5  CUMC  Jeff Hale preaching 
AUG 12  CUMC  Jeff Hale preaching 
AUG 19  CUMC  Jeff Hale preaching 
AUG 26  CUMC  Jeff Hale preaching  
 
SEP 2  LABOR DAY WEEKEND SERVICE ON 
 THE GREEN (Time TBA) 

Rev. Myra Kazanjian, Elder Pat Joseph, Elder Katie 

Boardman and Rev. J. Barrett Lee make a joyful 

drumming noise in May's Presbytery worship. 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully 
serve dinner each month at Hope House.  
Your efforts are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth  
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this 
rewarding opportunity to your schedule!   
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 
 
Lasagna noodles, seasonings (unopened), hot chocolate 
packets, tea bags, coffee, granulated sugar, sweetener 
packets, toilet paper.  
 
Leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have per-
ishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Deacons’ Corner 
 

The Board of Deacon's will be 
actively planning some "fun" events where 
we can all socialize---it has been quite a 
while since we have had a purely social   

    event!   
 

We are thinking about breakfast or brunch before  
summer church services in July, a game night, a church 
wide picnic or progressive supper  If you have ideas 
you would like to share along this line, please call 
Grace Whittemore @ 853-6652.   
 
Also call her if you know of anyone in need of support 
---- someone to talk to, rides to MDs, shopping, or 
meals!!  We will arrange for those things to be done!  

 

Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Julia Jane Hart Dewey, daughter of Dennis and Susan 
Dewey, and Alan Belicha Villaneuva will be married in 
Buffalo on June 16 with Storyteller Tracy Radosevic 
officiating. Dennis hopes to do the father/daughter 
dance without stepping on the bride's toes too often. 

Parkinson’s Awareness  
Walk Challenge 

 

The annual Parkinson’s 
Awareness Walk will 
take place September 
15th on the Presbyterian 
Home Campus.  It is 
about a one mile walk.  
Registration is $25.00 
and includes a free 

breakfast and free t-shirt.  All walkers are encouraged 
to attempt to raise more funds by getting sponsors.  The 
Utica Zoo, Saranac samples, Chobani Yogurt, clowns, 
giveaways, and more will be at this great event.  Get a 
team together and support the effort. If your church 
wants to participate,  please contact Lenora D’Apice at 
315-272-2292.  
 
If you have questions about the project or would like a 
tour of Parkinson’s Unit, please contact either Ed 
Ratazzi 315-336-4181 or Lenora D’Apice at 315-272-
2292. Check out www.presbyterianhome.com for more 
information about all the Homes’ services including the 
Parkinson’s Wing. 

Benefit Concert 
 
Upcoming events include hosting the Jr B Sharp Musi-
cal Club's annual benefit concert on SATURDAY, June 
16, at 3:00 p.m.   
 
This year, the club has voted to raise money for the 
Parkinson’s Project of the Presbyterian Home, a project 
that our congregation has already pledged to help.  
Come support that project and enjoy a concert by our 
area’s talented music students. 



Page 5  The Corner  Stone 

June 9th is just around the corner. The Village Storytelling Festival, produced by Stone Church and its community part-

ners, will, once again, bring the magic of storytelling to our community.  We have a great line up of storytellers and you 

can read about them at www.villagestorytellingfestival.org.  The festival will include several food vendors, craft ven-

dors, community organizations, music and lots of fun. What a great gift to the community. 

 

We need volunteers and you can still sign up to help. Call Shelly or Nikki or Donna and let them know you can spend a 

couple of hours helping make this event a success.  

 

Check out the schedule at the website and plan to come and listen to some stories (note that the Saturday evening per-

formances are followed by ghost stories!).  Odds Bodkin will be at worship Sunday morning and you don’t want to miss 

that. Tapestry will be performing Sunday afternoon at Stone. 

 

Wow! We have a lot going on. Tell your friends and neighbors. Come for lunch. Come for music. Come for stories. Just 

come and enjoy a great day in our community. 

 

See you there!  Dave Forbes 

Country Pantry news 
 

Once again the Country Pantry is providing "kids packs" for children during the summer months. These are special items 

that children prefer. You will find paper bags with a list of items needed in the Pantry basket. They will need 170 bags 

each month for June-August. Can't do an entire bag? Grab a friend or two and together fill a pack or provide one or two 

of the requested items. 

 

Items requested: spaghettios, crackers, peanut butter, fruit cups, pre-sweetened drink mix, 100% juice boxes, granola or 

cereal bars, snack size raisin boxes, pudding cups or hot cocoa packages.  Many of these items can be found in the dollar 

store - they do not have to be name brand. 

 

Thank you in advance.  Judy LaGasse 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
               

Stone Church’s Connection to Hamilton College 
 

To complete Samuel Kirkland’s story last month, I left off 

showing you the monument where the Academy was located 

after its removal in 1830. But let’s not tear down the Acad-

emy just yet. After all, Hamilton needed the unfinished 

school and the nearby boarding house. They also needed to 

make necessary repairs, construct a room for a chapel, a lab 

for a chemistry professor and erect a dining hall and kitchen. 

Hamilton used the academy for about eighteen years adding 

new buildings as the college grew. 

 

Two hundred years ago the newly established college board 

of 24 trustees decided to continue operating the Grammar  

school of the late Hamilton Oneida Academy and open the  

college for reception of students by autumn of 1812. Just for the record, of those 24 trustees, the Rev. Asahel Norton, our 

first pastor, served 21 years and both church members Joel Bristol and Ephraim Hart served 13 years. Later church mem-

bers Orrin Gridley and Othniel Williams served on the board. Meanwhile Seth Norton, the principal of the academy and 

Rev. Asahel’s brother, would become professor of languages at Hamilton who was well liked by the students. When they 

hired their first President the Rev. Dr. Azel Backus, Seth gave the inaugural address in Latin. Seth Norton also became 

acting President while the trustees searched for a successor to Rev. Backus who died after serving only four years. 

 

One of the stipulations for admission was to be able to read and translate Cicero’s select 

orations, Virgil, and the Greek Testament, and to write true Latin in prose and learn the 

rules of vulgar arithmetic. Hmmm…! I guess that I would never make it in... Besides, by 

the time the college opened males only would attend and the grammar school students had 

to find somewhere downtown to find schooling. Another rule in the early years was that 

the president, or, in his absence, one of the professors, shall pray every morning and eve-

ning in the chapel, and read a portion of scripture. And every undergraduate student shall 

be obliged to attend. The students were expected to attend Sunday worship. Perhaps that’s 

why A.D. Gridley said, in his book The History of Kirkland, that the students preferred to 

hear George Bristol’s tenor voice to pastor Norton’s sermon . 

  

Some of Hamilton’s first graduates came out of the academy and only two students  

graduated in 1814 but without any ceremony. In 1815, six students graduated and our  

own George Bristol gave the first valedictorian address at the “Old White Meetinghouse.” From 1815–1897 commence-

ment was held in the church on the green. 

 

For the first one hundred years ministers served as presidents and again 50 years later a minister was hired for 17 years—

a total of 9 pastors out of 19 presidents. Three of our own pastors were graduates of Hamilton: the Rev. Wayne Gridley 

‘36 our third pastor; Rev. Albert Erdman our 6th pastor and the Rev. Thomas Hudson ’51 our 7th pastor. By 1871, 44  

local Hamilton grads had entered the ministry. 

 

Besides Rev. Norton other Stone Church pastors that served as trustees were Rev. Chase and Rev. Vermilye. After Rev. 

Thomas Hudson’s 22 year pastorate with us he ended his career as Hamilton’s treasurer. 

 

The church maintained quite a committed connection to the college during its early years where nearly half of the profes-

sors were Presbyterian/Congregational ministers and several students studied for the ministry and also took an active part 

in this church. 

        Midge Bakos 

Old White Meeting House 

Hamilton Oneida Academy 
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Blanket/Tools Sunday 
 

Also in June, we will celebrate Father’s Day by taking 

our annual Blanket and Tools Sunday offering for 

Church World Service.  Please consider making a spe-

cial offering in honor or memory of your father. 

Look at our new cart!!! 
 

Spring is a busy time for the ongoing mission projects at Stone 

Church.  Our Building Stones Mission Shoppe is well stocked for 

the Village Storytelling Festival and the Farmer’s Market.  We ex-

pect to make quite an impression this summer with the beautiful ped-

dler’s cart that Ken Coe made for us.  The cart made its debut on 

World Fair Trade Day and is very visible after church on Sundays, 

but if you haven’t seen it yet, come to the Farmer’s Market any 

Thursday and see how much more easily we can display all our 

items.   

 

Thanks Ken, for making this possi-

ble.  We are always looking for more 

helpers, so if you can spare a few 

hours this summer, please let us 

know. 

 

Lauralyn Kolb 

Your Neighbors 
 

Later in the summer, we will again be making meals 

for Your Neighbors, Inc. in August.  Watch for more 

information about this, and for sign-up sheets for this 

event. 

Scout News for June 2012 
 

 Our Troop meetings in the past month have focused on completing the Personal Management merit badge under 

the guidance of Mr. Beach and the Chemistry merit badge under the guidance of Ms. Gogel.  A few Scouts are continu-

ing work on the Communications merit badge under the guidance of Mr. Rudge, the Personal Fitness merit badge under 

the guidance of Mr. Gardeski, and the Family Life merit badge under the guidance of Ms. Gogel.  One of our Life 

Scouts, Stephen Zuchowski, will finish his Eagle project very soon.  Steve built a handicapped accessible fishing deck at 

a pond at Lutheran Cares.  Two more Scouts are in the process of planning their Eagle projects.  Despite the smaller 

number of scouts in the troop than in the past, we still are producing a high number of Eagle scouts.   

 The Troop took a spring camping weekend trip to Camp Russell from April 27- April 29.   The Scouts climbed 

Black Bear Mountain on Saturday, April 28.  On May 19th, the Troop took a 10 mile hike at Raquette and climbed West 

Mountain.  A tough mountain to climb with a 1200 foot ascent in the last mile! 

 Our Spring Picnic and Court of Honor will be held at Kirkland Town Park on Tuesday, June 5 and will be our 

last regular meeting until school starts again in September.  That doesn’t mean we won’t be busy, though! 

 The Troop will take a 50-mile Backpack/Canoe Trek this summer from July 27th through August 4th.  The 

Troop will camp, canoe, and hike in the Adirondacks, starting near Lake Placid by climbing Phelp’s Peak (3700 ft elev.) 

and by canoe from Long Lake through Forked Lake, Raquette Lake and the Fulton Chain to end the trek in Old Forge.  It 

should be a great time!   

 

Yours in Scouting, 

Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair.   



Remember in Prayer 
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
Sarah Ziegler 

Doris Locke 

Jim Royce 

Joseph Pavlot 

Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

Dane Britcher 

Danette Rosenberg 

Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  

Nancy Zelles (Grace Whittemore’s sister) 

Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  

Steve Zuchowski, Sr. and family  

Pat Coe (Ken’s mother) and family 

Gilbert Palmer (Donna Goodfriend’s uncle) 

June Birthdays 

3 - Taylor Mushtare 

4 - Krystal Pavlot 

5 - Nola Monohan 

6 - Bonnie Hyde 

11 - Katie McDonough 

13 - Marilyn Butler 

  Mary Alice Morris 

14 - Amanda Lalonde 

  Simon Bishop 

15 - Bill Henry 

16 -  Christine Menard 

19 -  David Kolb 
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22 -  Larry Poppelbaum 

23 -  Kevin Bering 

26 -  Paul Wrege 

28 -  Sue Bishop 

29 -  Paul Joseph 

30 -  Caleb Fletcher 

Happy Anniversary!!! 
 

 6-25 Frank & Grace Whittemore 

 6-6  Pete & Donna Goodfriend 

Rosemary Crawford  

Dan LeMonnier 

Eleanor Palmer 

Family of Audrey Kaiser 

Buffie Brothers 

The Lawsons have moved! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gene and Wilma are now living at Preswick Glen.  

Here’s their contact info: 

  22 Inverness Dr., #221  

  New Hartford, NY 13413 

  982-9185 

  elaw492@gmail.com 

Happy retirement, Dianne! 
 

Congratulations are in order for Dianne Tuttle for her 

many years of service as Town of Kirkland Clerk.  She 

greeted you in a cheerful manner and was always help-

ful just as she was when secretary of our church before 

taking on this public service.  She also archived many 

of Kirkland’s records.  I remember donning latex 

gloves when researching the books. 

Enjoy your retirement!  You  

deserve the best because you gave 

the community your best! 
 

                                             Midge Bakos 

Nice job! 
 

Many thanks to Sue and Dick Raitt for planting the pots 

in the front of the church.  The flowers are beautiful! 
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  June 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 2 

      

  

  

  

   

 

    

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9a Choir 

10:30 a Worship 

11:30a What Do 
Our Neighbors 
Believe? 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  

  

   

  

10a Fair Trade 
Shop on the 
Green 
  
  
5:45p Daisy 
Scouts 
  
  

 Village 
Storytelling 
Festival 

  

10a-10p Village 
Storytelling 
Festival 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
VSF 

9a Choir 

10:30 a Worship 

2p Tapestry 
concert 
“Storytelling in 
Music” 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  

PEGGY AWAY PEGGY AWAY 
10a Fair Trade 
Shop on the 
Green 
  
11a Barbara 
Stockbridge’s 
memorial 
service 
  
7p Taizé 
  

PEGGY AWAY  

  

DENNIS AWAY 

  

3p Junior B-
Sharp 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
DENNIS AWAY 

9a Choir 

10:30 a Worship 

Choir Sunday 

Blanket/Tools 
Sunday 

 DENNIS AWAY 

  

  

 DENNIS AWAY 
 

Newsletter 
deadline 

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  

 DENNIS AWAY 

  

  

  

  

 10a Fair Trade 
Shop on the 
Green 
  
5:45p Daisy 
Scouts 
  

    

  

  

  

24 25 26 27  28 29  30  
9a Choir 

10:30 a Worship 

  

  

  

  

3p Hope House 

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  10a Fair Trade 
Shop on the 
Green 
  
6 Daisy Scouts 
  

    

Congratulations, Graduates! 
 

♦ Sarah Machold graduated with a Masters in Social Work from the University of South Carolina on 

May 5.  She passed her licensure and is a Licensed Certified Social Worker.  Sarah hopes to work as a 

High School Social Worker somewhere in the states of  VA or NC.  She is the daughter of Jeff and Linell Machold. 

♦ Paige Pavlot received a Bachelor of Technology degree in Equine Business Management from SUNY/Cobleskill. 

♦ Danielle Crouch, daughter of Martin Crouch and granddaughter of Elisabeth Crouch, graduated on May 20 from 

Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA. Her twin sister, Lindsay, graduated on May 18 from Goucher  

 College in Towson, MD. They both received Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, with minors in Gender Studies and  

 Psychology respectively. 

♦ Audrey Russo is a senior at Clinton High School.  She will enter the University of Binghamton in the fall and is  

 considering a double major which will include music.  
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Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the July issue  

of the newsletter is Tuesday, June 19. 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-

2951, with questions or comments.   

 

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge 

Bakos, Trudi Christeler, 

and Bev Miller who have 

collated, folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone for 

you! 

 



 


