
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m. 
 

                                                 At Stone Presbyterian Church         At Clinton United Methodist Church 

                                                      June 25 – July 23                                      July 30 – August 27  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2017 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost - Communion 

Stories You Don’t Hear on Sunday – Part I 

Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

July 9, 2017 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Stories You Don’t Hear on Sunday – Part II 

Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

July 16, 2017 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

A musical message 

Elizabeth Smith, ALP preaching 

          

 

July 23, 2017 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Stories You Don’t Hear on Sunday – Part III 

Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

September 3, 2016 (Labor Day Weekend)  
Ecumenical Service 9:30 a.m.  On the Village Green 

Led by Pastor Scott Leonard 

Stone Church providing the refreshments 

Bring a lawn chair! 

JulyJuly--August 2017August 2017  

Nahum 

Ezra 

Obadiah 



The Pastors’ Corner – July/August 2017, Scott Leonard, CLP 

 

So long, farewell, auf wiedersehn, goodbye! 
 

There was no Internet for ordinary folk, let alone the World Wide Web 

or e-mail.  Computers were used in business, though the IBM Selectric 

typewriter was still an essential tool.  Cellular phones were large, ana-

log, and all you could do was, well, talk on them, mostly to someone 

with a landline phone (which previously was known as just a phone).  

Photographs were taken with cameras—that had film.   

 

A lot has changed in the 24-½ years that Peggy Weldon has been our 

office manager.  What is remarkable that as technology evolved and  

Changed, Peggy did as well.  And she did so readily and with aplomb and not just with technology but also 

with responsibilities such as when she picked up our bookkeeping responsibilities at the turn of the century.   

 

How the church and pastors do things has changed as well.  Up until about 10 years ago the pastor came in 

most every day and had regular office hours because books he or she needed were there and the pastor mostly 

wrote things out to have Peggy type (as did the various committees and their meeting minutes) plus people 

called the church to talk with the office manager or pastor.  When the Rev. Dennis Dewey came, though, the 

tipping point (which he helped tip to bring us into the 21st century) had been reached where a person with a 

laptop and an Internet connection along with a cell phone could do most work anywhere.  It is these continued 

technology advancements that even allow me to be a part-time lay pastor where I do most of my work from 

laptop or on my iPhone and not in the office.   

 

Fortunately, though I’m rarely in the office, I knew Peggy a little bit before my pastorate along with her hus-

band Doug and daughters Becky and Julie, primarily through AYSO soccer, which the girls played and Doug 

was one of my fellow referees.  (You can read more about Peggy elsewhere in this newsletter.)  Knowing each 

other a little made the disembodied communications a little easier.  And Peggy took it all in stride with grace, 

patiently querying me on occasion with a text whether I had seen an email that I needed to deal with or asking 

whether I really meant to say something in my newsletter column (hint, hint).  Through six pastors and quarter 

century of technology change, Peggy has been the reliable, steady force that has kept our church office hum-

ming along with weekly bulletins, monthly newsletters, annual reports, meeting minutes, payroll and book-

keeping, among other things with nary a hiccup and always with a smile.  We will miss her both personally 

and professionally, but wish her the best on her well-deserved retirement with blessings and joy! 

 

I know we’ll see her around and, in the meanwhile, fare well, and until we see each other again, God be with 

you! 

  

Shalom, 
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Mission and Summer 
 

True compassion does not stem from the pleasure of feeling close to one person or an-
other, but from the conviction that other people are just like me and want not to suffer 
but to be happy, and from a commitment to help them overcome what causes them to 
suffer.  I must realize that I can help them suffer less.           (Dalai Lama) 

 

Wouldn’t it be nice if there were a time of year when we as Christians did not have responsi-

bility for others?  A time when we could just kick back, relax and only think of ourselves.  

Unfortunately, that is not the way it works. Hunger, homelessness, depression, addictions,  

suffering and overwhelming needs exist through all seasons.    

 

We at Stone Church have made a serious commitment to help alleviate this panoply of needs. Our commitment is partly 

achieved through our giving of ourselves, of our time and energy through hands-on involvement. The other piece of our 

mission effort is the financial resources and materials we donate. These donations enable us as a church community to 

make more of a difference, to be more engaged in sharing and appreciating the bounty we each enjoy.  We see giving as 

an act of worship and thankfulness to our God and Christ. 

 

Please continue making donations of money or supplying requested items for missions such as The Country Pantry. 

Don’t forget to volunteer to work or to donate toiletries, paper products and other personal care necessities at Hope 

House. Support our Deacons with your loose change. Enjoy your summer, but remember that the delights of summertime 

truly don’t insure an absence of need. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Where oh where? It doesn’t matter!! 
 

Your Blanket and Tool Sunday (June 18, 2017) donations to Church World Service have 

been combined with those of congregations around the world to assist people lacking basic 

necessities and the means to obtain them.  Regardless of the continent, climate, political 

situation, or any other characteristic, you can depend on your gift helping to make a signifi-

cant difference to people with stories to tell, hopes to share and lives to live.   

 

Our collection of $340 will assist Church World Service working in partnership with local 

communities to identify their needs and to have access to the resources they need to build 

the foundation for a more viable future. Blankets and Tools funds will be used to provide 

some or all of the following vital programs: 

 

 Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster 

 Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields 

 Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate crops and 

gardens 

 Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential. 

 

Thank you all for your generosity and care. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater  
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 Can you help? 
 

The Fair Trade Shop is in need of people who are available to help with transporting 

things back and forth to the Green.  Our usual workers are not always available this 

summer.   

 

If you can sometimes help from 9:30-10:00 a.m. and/or 3:45-4:15 p.m. Thursdays, it 

would be greatly appreciated.  If you are also available to take a shift or two upon  

occasion, please volunteer!   

 

Mary Chamberlain does the scheduling.  You can also speak with Lauralyn Kolb @ 

lkolb@hamilton.edu. 

Annual Church Picnic  
 

Come join the fun on July 15th at 1 p.m. at our church picnic at the home of John and Chris 

Menard. We will also celebrate the retirement of Peggy Weldon, our office manager.  

 

There will be delicious food, lawn games and the use of the pool. Please 

sign up at church  if you have not done so already.   

    

Mark your calendars……and plan to be there!!!! Questions? See Linda 

Rance. 

Fair Trade Artisans 
 

Swazi kitchen jams are delicious all natural sauces made from fruit, spices and 

sugar with no preservatives, additives, or artificial colors.  Purchases fund youth 

programs in Swaziland for children orphaned by AIDS.   

 

South African herbs and spices are a delicious complement to a variety of dishes, 

and each comes in a recycled glass bottle with a self-grinder.  SERRV has pro-

vided funds to help employees’ children attend school.   

 

These would make great hostess, housewarming or birthday gifts for your friends 

and relatives this summer. We have items from 37 different countries for your 

shopping pleasure.  You can find these and many, many more items in our Fair 

Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 S. Park Row, Clinton.   The en-

trance to our shop is on Williams Street. Our hours are every Thursday from 10 

a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  and second Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the church, every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

third Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Farmer’s Market on the village green in Clinton.   

 

Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dig-

nity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.   

 

For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at 

www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
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Bible Study 
 

The Stone Church Bible 

Study group meets every 

other Monday evening at 6 

p.m. in the Pastor’s Study. 

We are currently studying the 

Book of Acts.  

 

Everyone is welcome! Bring yourself, a friend, a rela-

tive, a neighbor and join the fun!  

 

Our upcoming meeting dates are July 10 and 24,  

August 7 and 21.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Questions? See Elizabeth Smith or Donna Goodfriend. 

 

 

Prayer of the People 
 

This prayer was offered by Elizabeth Smith at the worship service at Stone Church on June 18, 2017. 

 

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this 

world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence in those who differ most from 

us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your children.  

Your Neighbors Meals  
 

The morning of June 10, 2017 Stone Church kitchen and dining room was a very busy place. While 

there was much pleasant conversation, the focus of the activity and talking was serving, packaging 

and labeling food for Your Neighbors clients. 

 

―Your Neighbors, Inc.‖ is dedicated to providing quality at home service and support to people who 

are frail, elderly or disabled. Our activity to benefit ―Your Neighbors‖ focused on their nutritional 

services of supplemental frozen meals. And what delicious, lovingly prepared meals were created 

and packaged. 

 

Thanks to your generous donations, Stone Church Mission committee  

pre-pared and assembled 146 (!) wonderful, nutritious meals for ―Your 

Neighbors‖ clients, beating our challenge goal of 140. Thanks to Linda 

Rance and Mary Chamberlain for providing food and/or assistance in  

providing these meals. 

 

We are appreciative of the generous support offered by the Stone Church community. Thank you. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater  

A New Sign Coming! 
 

Progress has 

been made 

on the con-

struction of 

a free stand-

ing sign for 

our church.  

 

The Clinton 

Historical 

Society and  

 

the Village Planning Board will review the details in 

July. Hopefully the sign, designed and produced by 

Proforma (of Clinton), will be installed in August. 

 

Emily Hughes 

               artist’s rendition 
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Thanks! 
 

Thanks to Donna Goodfriend for all the decorating of the church for Pentecost Sunday—and throughout the year, espe-

cially during Advent and with our Lenten Desert/Easter Garden!  Our worship experience is enhanced by her efforts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacons’ Corner 

 

Are you a Sun Catcher? 
 

This morning I woke up early, opened the picture window drapes and was excited to see little spots of light circling 

the room.  I watched, fascinated, as some of the circles became little rainbows as they whirled around!  What a 

beautiful way to start my day! 

 

Genesis 9:13   I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. and I will 

remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures. Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life. 

 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we were sun catchers, spreading rainbows all around so that all people will remember God’s 

covenant?  Let’s try!! 

 

Grace Whittemore 

 

 

Save the date and sign up for a Rise Against Hunger meal packing event at Clinton 

United Methodist Church, Saturday, September 23, 2017.  Rise Against Hunger’s 

meal packaging program is a volunteer-based initiative that coordinates the assembly-

line packaging of highly nutritious dehydrated meals comprised of rice, soy, vegeta-

bles, and 23 essential vitamins and minerals.  Since the inception of the meal packag-

ing program in December 2005, these packaged meals have been used primarily to 

support school feeding programs in developing countries.  On September 23rd volunteers will gather to package 15,000 

meals that the Methodists purchased by raising over $5,000.  Everyone ages 5 to adult are welcome to sign up to 

help.  We ask that all children ages 5 to 14 are accompanied by an adult.  You may sign up for one of the following 

shifts:  7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (set up), 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. (package meals), 11:00 a.m. - noon (package meals), noon - 

1:00 p.m. (breakdown).  Sign-up sheets are in the back of the sanctuary or you can contact Scott Leonard. 
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Lives Worth Knowing  
 

Peggy Weldon 

Office Manager for 24 Years 

 

Each one of us will remember being warmly greeted by Peggy when entering her office. The focus 

was always on us, inquiring about the business of our day, and never about her. We will always 

appreciate her willingness to listen and helpfulness with whatever we asked of her. Never did I 

hear a cross word from her despite catastrophes like a jammed copier or a frozen computer.  If she 

was having a bad day, she did not show it. 

  

Peggy was born in Bryn Mawr, PA, a suburb of Philadelphia.  She attended Lower Merion High 

School, where she played the flute in the orchestra and graduated with her class of 500 seniors. 

Peggy entered the College of Wooster in Ohio, majored in Urban Studies, and played on the varsity 

tennis team. Lo and behold, she met Doug Weldon in 1971, during their last year of college, and 

they married in 1972.  After college she worked as a vocational rehabilitation counselor, helping physically handicapped 

clients find employment.  Peggy did this for 2 years in Baltimore and 3 years in Buffalo while Doug worked on his MA 

and PhD in Psychology. 

  

The couple moved to Clinton in 1977.  Peggy went to work as the Assistant to the Registrar at MVCC and Doug began 

teaching at Hamilton – a career that included being the faculty liaison during the construction of the new science build-

ing.  In 1981, Peggy became a ―stay at home Mom‖ to two lovely daughters, Becky and Julie. Becky teaches psychology 

at Juniata College in Huntingdon, PA, and Julie (a social worker) lives with her husband Nick (a data analytics consult-

ant) in New Rochelle, NY. 

  

Peggy started her secretarial work at Stone Church in December of 1992 for our interim pastor Rev. Jack Layendecker, 

and she continued for co-pastors Revs. Susan and William Rambo, interim pastor Rev. Davis Robinson, Rev. K. Jane 

Jensen, Rev. Dennis Dewey, and our commissioned pastor Scott Leonard – a total of 24 years. In 2000 she became Of-

fice Manager when financial duties were added to her position. She enjoyed the challenge and the diversity of her duties. 

  

In addition to her work at Stone Church, Peggy has been involved in the Clinton community, serving on the Child Care 

Center Board of Trustees for 4 years, the ABC Board for 6 years, and the Kirkland Town Library Board for 11 years. 

Among the most rewarding years are those that she spent helping a Vietnamese refugee family of 8 adjust to life in Up-

state New York.  The family arrived in February, experiencing snow for the first time, and although they were wearing 

appropriate winter apparel they fell down when getting out of the car. Peggy tutored them in English, and she introduced 

them to a number of American traditions, including dying Easter eggs, baking Christmas cookies and pies, and cutting 

down their own Christmas trees. Peggy also learned much from the family, including how to make egg rolls, but she ad-

mits that their success in making pies was better than hers in making egg rolls.  It has given Peggy great pleasure to see 

the success of the family in adjusting to their new home; they are now American citizens and all have obtained employ-

ment. The Weldons continue to maintain a close friendship with the family to this day. 

  

When Peggy retires, she and Doug intend to see more of their chil-

dren and plan to travel. In fact, they have planned a trip to the Cana-

dian Rockies in September.  They will continue to be active on the 

tennis courts and hope to improve their golf games. Peggy has thor-

oughly enjoyed her time working at Stone Church and will miss the 

people most of all.  I think that you will agree that she has been a 

joy to the congregation at Stone Church.  We wish Peggy and Doug 

well in their retirement. 

 

Midge Bakos 

 



July Birthdays 
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Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:   

milk money, coffee, sugar, hot chocolate, salad  

dressing, and deodorant. 

 

Milk money: 

One of their most frequent purchases is something es-

sential in most households: milk. It is something that is 

not often donated and it is the best way to meet the 

Food Bank's nutritional standards. Hope House uses 

anywhere from 28-40 gallons of milk each week!  Any 

donation that you designate for milk will help them to 

meet these needs. 

 

Please leave items in the narthex.  Questions? Contact 

Ceil Gilbert. 

 

Remember in Prayer     
 

 

 

 

 

 

- Doris Locke 

- Ewa Lawrence and family 

- Carole Grove 

- Judy Raney  

- Chris Woods and his family 

- Moore family 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman 

- Family and friends of Carol Gilley 

- Florence Morgan 

- Esther Kanipe 

- Carolyn Barnum 

- Debra LaFont 

- Shirley and JoAnn Tolbert 

- Robert Simon 

- Elizabeth Willson 

- Katrina, David and Edmund Jeremiah 

- Jennifer, Jeff and Daniel Jacob  

- Thomas Bowman 

- Bob and Susan Ryerson 

- Vilsack family 

- Kim Hillage Powell 

 

4 - Michele Christeler 

6 - Steven Zuchowski 

Sr. 

9 - Fred Kaiser 

11 - Sherry Robinson 

13 - Gary LaGasse 

17 - Shirley Williams 

19 - James Zuchowski 

  Matthew Zuchowski 

20 - Jeffrey Kolb 

  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 

  Jessie Coe 

23 - Jack Altdoerffer 

26 - Trisha Harris 

28 - Elizabeth Smith 

29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

July 9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 

July 9  Leanne Miller & Ben Hirshfield 

July 15  Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

August 27 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

August Birthdays 

1 - Kristen Goodfriend 

5 - Lauralyn Kolb 

  Heather Bagnall 

7 - Trudi Christeler 

9 - Jonathan LaFont 

11 - Susan Forbes 

13 - Clayton Whittemore   

  David Blanks 

15 - Maeve Kloidt-Gilligan 

  Tess Kloidt-Gilligan 

16 - David Forbes 

19 - Lora Schilder 

21 - Germaine Gogel 

22 - Rob Kolb 

24 - Linda Rance 

  Debbie Zuchowski 

25 - Richard Raitt 

  John Menard 

  Caitlyn Copfer 

26 - Joe Pavlot 

 - Ken Coe 

27 - Pam Blanks 

29 - Sarah Machold 

Happy Birthday, Trudi Christeler! 
 

Trudi will celebrate her 93rd birthday on August 7. She 

is adjusting well to her new home at Brookdale in room 

135. Visits from friends are always welcome! Con-

gratulations, Trudi! 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday of each 

month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the back of the 

sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Mary 

Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Gary LaGasse, Judy La-

Gasse, Emily Massi, Bev Miller, Brooke Villiere, or 

Grace Whittemore. 

Country Pantry Update  
 

Country Pantry continues to fill the  

nutritional needs of children during their 

summer vacation from school. 

We will continue to collect fruit cups, 

pudding, canned pasta, 

kid type soups & juice 

boxes. Please bring them 

in by July 23. 

 

Can’t shop? Monetary donations are always 

accepted. Please make checks payable to the 

Country Pantry.  

 

Questions? See Judy LaGasse.  
Q U E S T I O N S  

Community Bloodmobile 
 

Thursday, July 13 

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591  

48 Franklin Ave., Clinton 

 

New and past blood donors are needed. Schedule your 

appointment by visiting www.redcrossblood.org or 

calling Bill Rudge at 315-853-6300. Walk-ins are  

essential. Thank you for giving the gift of life! 

 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

will be 226 years old on  

August 29, 2017.  

 

Happy Birthday,  

Stone Church! 

 

The Village of Clinton  

is 230 years old. 

It’s not too late to pay your per capita 

for 2017 
 

Please note that per capita payments for 2017 are still 

being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 

year is $38.60 per member. The church is assessed this 

amount for each member on the membership roll. The 

per capita is the cost of our representative democracy 

as a church and supports the meetings and operations of 

the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.  

 

Please consider sending your per capita either directly 

to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) 

or enclosing it in your pledge envelope. Thank you in 

advance for your help. 

Congratulations, graduates! 
 

 Alizah Fletcher 

 Amber Goodfriend 

 Laiken Hall 

 Olivia Rogers 

 Erica Yox 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the September issue of the 

newsletter is Monday, August 21. Contact 

Midge Bakos, editor, at 315-853-2951 with 

questions or comments.   

 The Corner Stone 
 Stone Presbyterian Church 

 P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

 Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Pam 

Denison, Ceil Gilbert, and Bev 

Miller who have collated, folded, 

taped and labeled this issue of The 

Corner Stone just for you!     

To see a color version in pdf format of this newsletter, visit stonepres.org. 




