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              WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER              WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER  
 

September 2, 2012 – Labor Day Weekend Worship on the Green – 9:30 a.m. 

Community Ecumenical Service, Rev. Jeff Hale Preaching 

Bring a lawn chair and join friends from the churches of the Clinton  

community in worshiping the God from whom all blessings flow! 

 
September 9,  2012 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost (OT23) – THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Proverbs 1:20-33  Wisdom speaks.  

Psalm 19  The heavens declare the glory of God. 

James 3:1-12  taming the tongue  

Mark 8:27-38  “You are the Christ.”/Passion Prediction #1 

Sermon  If You Can’t Say Anything Good… 
     

                                                                      

 

 

 

September 16, 2012 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost (OT24)  

Proverbs 31:10-31  an ode to a capable wife 

Psalm 1   Happy are those who delight in God’s law. 

James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a   exhortations to wisdom and morality  

Mark 9:30-37  Passion Prediction #2/“Who is Greatest?” 

Sermon  True Greatness!  

  
September 23, 2012 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost (OT25) 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  Esther speaks up for her people.  

Psalm 124  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

James 5:13-20  Pray for the sick. 

Mark 9:38-50  “Do not stop those doing good in my name.”  

Sermon  Has Your Time Come? 
 

     

September 30, 2012 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (OT26) 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10  Job’s wife tells him to curse God and die.  

Psalm 25  a plea for God’s help  

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12  God has spoken through a suffering Son.   

Mark 10:2-16  Teaching on divorce/blessing the children 

Sermon  Family, Household, Community, Facebook 

  

    The   Corner   Stone    The   Corner   Stone   
 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
            engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

Thursday, September 13, 7:00 p.m. - Taizé 
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Stone Church’s Fall Retreat 
“Extending Care: Practicing the Presence of God in Times of Need” 
 
Have you ever been in that awkward situation of not knowing what to say when someone  
is having a rough time? Want to learn how to be better at offering care and support and  
real help in such situations? 
 
All members and friends of Stone Church are invited to join your pastor, elders and  
deacons at a fall training event the goal of which is to equip us all to be better at  
extending care to each other at those critical times of need that we all face: illness, the  
death of a loved one, hospitalization, emergencies and all the challenges of life that come  
our way. 
 

The retreat will be held at the Community Room of Lutheran Care on Saturday,  
September 29 beginning at 9:00 a.m. and concluding by 4:00 p.m. The cost is $15  
per person, and that includes lunch. Please call or email the church office to make  
your reservation by Monday, September 24th. 
 
Leading us in the morning session will be Lori  
Robinson, MS, CAS, LMFT. Lori is a Licensed  
Marriage and Family Therapist and a clinical  
member of The American Association of Marriage  

and Family Therapy. She works with individuals, couples and clergy families. Her  
specialties include treatment of anxiety, depression, bereavement, chronic illness, and  
couples, including those wanting to restore their marriages after an affair. Lori’s  
Christian faith is brought to bear on her work as she employs a Christ-centered  
perspective and scripture in her therapy at the client’s request, and is the Samaritan  
Center’s coordinator of Clergy and Congregation Care. She holds a Master’s Degree  
and Certificate of Advanced Study from SUNY Oneonta. 
 
 
Lori has worked with many local churches and comes highly recommended as a therapist and speaker about issues of 
caring for those in distress. Her presentation will afford a combination of interactive experiences and informational  
instruction that will give us an opportunity to explore our own feelings of anxiety and inadequacy in responding to  
people who are in need of support. Lori will help us identify our gifts and sharpen skills in this area of our ministry as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. This training session is meant to be an introduction. Over the months ahead there will be  
various follow-up activities to continue to strengthen our ability to offer caring in our congregation and beyond. 

 
In the afternoon portion of the retreat, we will benefit from the experience and wisdom of the Rev. 
Brian McCaffrey, Chaplain of Lutheran Care whose specialty is in the area of ministry with the  
aging. 
 
This emphasis on caring ministry is the first area in a series to be addressed over the course of the 
next couple years as the members and leaders of Stone Church undertake training aimed at 
strengthening “the priesthood of all believers” as the church likely looks to a time in the not-too-
distant future when its work is resourced by part time pastoral service or by the leadership of a  
Commissioned Lay Pastor. I believe that the considerable gifts in evidence in this community of  

faith make this future an exciting prospect for ministry—perhaps closer to the reality of church that Jesus envisioned for 
his church! 

                                                                                                            Deepeace,  
 

Lori Robinson, MS, CAS, LMFT 

Rev. Brian McCaffrey 
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“A Taste of Spain” Luncheon after Worship on September 9 
 

We gather after a summer’s break to worship on September 9 at 10:30 and after 
worship to share a meal together—a Spanish  meal with the first course being 
“salmorejo,” a creamy, cold soup that is a favorite in the land of Don Quixote.  
We’ll also enjoy some Spanish rice and a few “pinchos,” treats held together with 
toothpicks.   
 
As we regather around table as the community of Stone 
Church, we’ll take a virtual tour of Spain as we view  
the Deweys’ pictures of their Spanish wedding and  
vacation.  
 
An offering will be received to help cover the costs of  
the luncheon. Please plan to join us, and, if you would  
be so kind, phone or email Peggy with your “Si!” so  
that we can know about how many will be attending!  

Preparing for Worship in September 
 
In preparation for worship each Sunday in September you’re encouraged to read the scripture lessons (see 
the cover of The Corner Stone) and consider the short reflections below. 
 
September 9,  2012  

Sermon  If You Can’t Say Anything Good… 

The power of words. Speaking does things; it sets actions in motions. Rumors, unkindnesses, half-truths 
take on a life of their own. Sometimes we speak of things about which we know so little. What does it 
mean to say, “You are the Christ,” and then a few breaths later object to Jesus’ prediction of his death?  
Are we committed to the vows we have made? 
 
September 16, 2012  
Sermon   True Greatness 
The disciples understand what it means to be great as having power over others, exercising authority. Jesus redefines 
authority as serving. Why do we seem often to need to build ourselves up at the expense of others? Can we be content 
with who we are without putting others down?  How about those who put themselves down in relation to others? What is 
just the right amount of ego strength for living a healthy life, a faithful life? 
 

September 23, 2012 
Sermon  Has Your Time Come? 
How important it is to have a sense of purpose for our lives! The same goes for our life together as the church. Merely 
going through the motions is not our calling. No one is uniquely positioned in this particular time and place to do what 
we are called to do with the gifts God has given us. Shall we get at it? 
 
September 30, 2012  

Sermon  Family, Household, Community, Facebook 
Our social relationships are a womb of sorts, the nexus of our becoming who we are. Nurture, mutuality, empathy, coop-
eration are distinctly human qualities—and those fostered by our understanding of Jesus’ teaching. It takes a community 
to make us fully human. Nature needs nurture. Faith needs a relational context to flourish. 
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The Sanctuary Choir will resume on Sunday morning, September 9. 

We rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:00 A.M.  
 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  If just one of the following describes you, we hope you will join us in the choir 

  loft on Sunday mornings: 
    

  � You enjoy singing. 
   � You think you might enjoy singing if you ever tried it. 
   � Your mother always wanted you to be a singer. 

   � Your 6th-grade chorus director stuck you in the back row. 
  � You heard someone sing once.  
 

There is no midweek rehearsal; we simply gather on Sunday morning, 

rehearse, and provide choral music for the morning’s service. 

Glory and Honor!! 

 Glory and Honor!! 

Music at Stone Church  Music at Stone Church  Music at Stone Church  Music at Stone Church      

Hamilton Helps Habitat  
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 21, at 2:00, 
when Stone Church will host a benefit concert for our 
local chapter of Habitat For Humanity.  Performers will 
be the Hamilton College Musical Ensembles including 
the College Hill Singers.  Come hear these wonderful 
musicians and hear students speak about their involve-
ment in Habitat.   
 
Watch for more information in Sunday bulletins and 
the October newsletter. 

Congratulations to the Reynolds 
Family! 
 
Nikki, Larry, and Owen Reynolds were recently 
recognized as one of the Outstanding Families of 
the Year by the Family Nurturing Center of Cen-
tral NY.  In the Center’s program, the Reynoldses 
were quoted: “Children need support from people 
to fall back on, opportunity to expand and grow 
through experiences, and exposure to different 
people and cultures.  This produces a basis for 
them to learn, to move throughout the community, 
and to provide for others.”   
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Highlights of the July 22, 2012  
Session Meeting 
 
♦ The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and received.  
 

♦ The existing team will not produce the Village Sto-
rytelling Festival in 2013.  The Festival’s future 
will be discussed further with community leaders.  

  

♦ Story Swaps will continue through the year. 
 

♦ The future of the Fair Trade Shop was discussed.  
The Session agreed to support the continued expan-
sion of the Shop. 

 

♦ The Parkinson Walk is set for September 15 at the 
Presbyterian Home. 

 

♦ Marriage and Family Therapist Lori Robinson will 
lead part of the church’s retreat scheduled for Sat-
urday, September 29. 

 

♦ New tenants will move into the manse the 3rd week 
in August.  Some repairs have been made. 

 

♦ A “Taste of Spain” luncheon will feature slides 
from the Deweys’ trip to Spain. 

 

♦ Meals will be made for Your Neighbors in August. 
 

♦ Ken Coe built a wagon for carting Fair Trade 
items.  Deacons donated $400 for the cart in Barb 
Stockbridge’s name. 

News from the Country Pantry 
 
Thank you everyone who contributed to the summer 
kids pack program as well as to the needs of the fami-
lies from the Old Carriage House Apartments’ fire. 
The families are slowly getting their apartments settled 
and are still dealing with the emotional aspect of  
experiencing a fire.  Your prayers are still needed for 
them. 

 
Cake for Kids:  This new pro-
ject asks for cake mix, frosting, 
sprinkles or other decorations, 
and candles for a birthday cake.  
It can be specifically for either a 
boy or girl.  The Country Pantry 
will be giving out birthday cake 
supplies one month prior to each 
child's birthday. 

 
And, of course, they will accept all items you wish to 
donate.  For further information call Judy LaGasse at 
725-2217. 

Storytelling Update 
 
The success of the Village Storytelling Festival encour-
aged us to find a way to keep it as a part of the greater 
community activity and not have all of the production 
on the shoulders of the members of Stone Church.  We 
are pleased to announce that future festivals will now 
be under the “umbrella” of the Kirkland Art Center.  
The KAC Village Storytellers will be telling stories at 
“story swaps” during the next several months, includ-
ing:  Preswick Glen on September 19th at 7 p.m. 
(public welcome); October 24th, November 14th, and 
December 12th, all at KAC.  There will not be a Story-
telling Festival in 2013 but we look forward to the 
KAC Village Storytelling Festival in 2014. Thank you 
to all members of Stone Church who helped establish 
this event as part of the community. We will all have a 
chance to participate in upcoming festivals to pass on 
all that we have learned from our experience. 
 
Dave Forbes   

Deacons’ Corner 
 

Where did the summer go?  We 
hope you all had a good one and enjoyed all 
the “hot” days we had.  We sure hope you all 
remember them when we are having one of 

our “cold” winter days.  (ha) 
 

It was wonderful having joint services with our 
friends from the Clinton Methodist Church.  It was nice 
getting to know the Rev. Jeff Hale and we look forward 
to getting to know him even better in the coming year. 
 
It will be nice to be back at our church in September, 
seeing everyone and learning about all their travels and 
activities.  
 
Save the Date!!!  On September 9th the Deacons will 
be hosting a luncheon after church.  Dennis will be pre-
senting a program on his trip to Spain (for his daugh-
ter’s 2nd wedding!).  The luncheon will have a Spanish 
flair.  Feel free to bring your sombreros or wear the 
Spanish colors of red and yellow!   
 
See you all soon. 
 
The Deacons 
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Historical Period Revisited – A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

Rev. Andrew Keener - Twelfth Pastor from 1919 to 1928 
 

When getting ready to leave his pastorate at Evergreeen Presbyterian Church in 
Youngstown, Ohio, Rev. Keener wrote in a personal letter:  “. . . I felt strangely drawn 
to Clinton.  The decision to come . . . I made in the face of other strong attractions . . .  
But in some way I feel impelled to cast my lot with you and I hope you will not be dis-
appointed in me.”   
 
He had met our former pastor, the Rev. Henry White, while in Youngstown, and in their 
conversations together Rev. Keener sought his counsel.  And because of his work in 
another former pastorate in Lincoln, Nebraska, a college town, he felt drawn to a college 
community.  
 
His credentials included his education from Washington and Jefferson College where he 
graduated at the head of his class.  As a result he was given a year of travel and study in 
Europe where he continued his studies at Leipzig University.  He later received his B.D. 
degree from Western Theological Seminary in 1909.   

 
Rev. Keener arrived here in July 1919 but was not ordained until October 15 that same year.  He possessed exceptional 
skills at raising money and wisely disbursing it within the church, but little did he know that a few years later those skills 
would be tested.  Early in 1923 members noticed bits of plaster were sifting down on the front west steps, and further 
professional investigations revealed the spire must come down.  Under his leadership and with the cooperation of a 
strong board of trustees and session, the spire was removed and the tower redesigned as you see it today.  Also a new 
heating system was installed at that time and in 1928 a new metal roof put on the chapel.  Benevolent causes of the 
church were not overlooked!  During his tenure, $32,867 was raised. 
 
Rev. Keener was not only interested in researching thoroughly the history of the church, he wanted to preserve it.  He 
had many of the old minutes copied in case those cherished memories might be lost.  His written historical address was 
read by Mr. Fitch during the dedication of the new tower and later published in installments in The Clinton Courier. 
 
After nine years of service to our church, he spent a short term with Oneida, NY, the American Church in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico for eleven years, and then to Easter Liverpool, OH for seven years.  He retired in Pisgah Forest, NC. 
 
In his resignation to Stone Church, he wrote: 
 “No true minister expects a primrose path.  He knows that if faithful to duty, all Christians sometimes  
 in a small way, share in the sufferings of our Lord.  But brushing aside such very occasional experiences,  
 I say with grateful heart that this congregation has been wonderfully patient and helpful.  They have  
 given me splendid workers, genuine leadership of their hearts, many unforgettable acts of kindness and  
 a deep love.  I know that as I leave, I am richer in every way than I came. . .” 
 
           Midge Bakos 

 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month.  All of the loose money collected  
on those Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House.  Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 
volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Questions?  Call Ceil 
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 

Here’s the wish list for September:   
Toiletries, fresh produce, oven mitts, and 
potholders. 
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room, 
but if you have perishable food, please 
call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Join us for the Parkinson Walk! 
 

The 10th Annual Parkinson Awareness Walk is coming soon!!.  The event 
is a one mile walk on September 15th from 10 a.m. to noon through the 
strolling pathways and beautiful gardens on the Presbyterian Homes and 
Services campus.  
 
Included with your registration is a free breakfast from the Bagel Grove 
and Chobani and a free t-shirt. There will also be face painting, the Utica 
Zoomobile, Shriner’s Clowns, free musical entertainment, and lots of give-
aways. The money raised from this fundraising event will support Parkin-
son Disease awareness and also support the new Parkinson Unit at the 
Presbyterian Home. 
 
Come out and support this wonderful cause – let’s set a goal of $500 and 
have a great showing from Stone Church to show we care about helping 
those battling this difficult disease. There are registration forms in the back 
of the Church.  Questions?  Please call John Menard at 853-3893.  

Thanks! 
 
Thanks to all who cooked and assembled meals for 
Your Neighbors, Inc.  this summer.  We were able to 
provide 70 frozen dinners to this  worthy local organi-
zation.  Let's plan to do it again next summer! 
 
 

More Thanks! 
 
Thank you to all who helped make the Art & Music 
Festival a successful day for us: those who cooked, set 
up, served, and cleaned up.  Our food sales totaled 
$308, and our shop sales totaled more than $800! 

Speaking of our shop. . .    
 
The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe just keeps getting better and better!  Thank you to all who have helped out over 
the summer by working at the Farmer's Market.  Our sales have exceeded all our expectations. We will continue to look 
for new helpers as we move into the fall season.  Let us know if you can help. 
 
Lauralyn Kolb 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
Ellen Handlin 
Sarah Ziegler 
Jim Royce 
Joseph Pavlot 
Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
Danette Rosenberg 
Rosemary Crawford  
Dan LeMonnier 
Eleanor Palmer 
Family of Audrey Kaiser 
Dave Wilbur 
Judy Westerhoff 
Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  
Nancy Zelles (Grace Whittemore’s sister) 
Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  
Steve Zuchowski, Sr. and family  
Pat Coe (Ken’s mother) and family 
Gilbert Palmer (Donna Goodfriend’s uncle) 
Family of Charles Buell  
Carriage House Apartment tenants 
Dane Britcher 
Ewa Lawrence 
Jack Price 
The homeless 

September Birthdays 

1 - Shelly Coe 
4 - Alan Tuttle 
5 - Michael Payne  
7 - Mary Ann Stiefvater 
  Cynthia Barns 
9 - Fran Stockbridge 
13 - Claire Burns 
14 - Cynthia Ellis 
  Ian Rosenstein 
17 - Sarah LaFont 
18 - Dennis Dewey 
19 - Nicole Schilder 
22 - Deli Rogers 
23 - Tricia Tuttle 
  Ceil Gilbert 
  Sue Russo 
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25 - Samantha Whittemore 
26 - Elena Schilder 
27 - Eleanor Palmer 
  Emily Hughes 
28 - Sylvia Poppelbaum 
  Sue Rambo 
  Ann Smallen 
29 - Brittany DeRosa 
30 - Nikki Reynolds 

Welcome, Mary Chamberlain! 
 

We welcome a new mem-
ber to the Stone Church 
community of faith. Mary  
Chamberlain grew up 
here in Clinton and 
moved away for work. 
Now she is back and has 
been worshiping with us 
for several months. She is 
joining by transfer from  

the United Church of Fayetteville, where she was  
actively involved in several church groups, including a 
women’s craft circle that crocheted and knitted items 
for sale to support the church’s mission. Please intro-
duce yourself to her and greet her as a sister in Christ! 

 

 Happy Anniversary! 
 
 September 2 Dennis & Sue Dewey 
 September 17 Dave & Joyce Wilbur 

Celebrating 
Marriage  
 
Congratulations to 
Jane Dewey and Alan 
Belicha Villenueva, 
married in Buffalo on 
June 16 and again in 
Covarrubias, Spain on 
July 8!  
 
¡Felicitaciones! 
 

Extra key? 
 
Do you have a key to the Williams Street 
door that you are not using?  Please turn it 
in to the church office (or call us and we’ll 
pick it up) so that others can use the keys 
when needed.  Thank you! 
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September 2012 
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

      1p wedding 
rehearsal 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:30a Worship 
on the Green 
 

2p 
Yonko/Gardner 
wedding 

Labor Day 

 

Church office 
closed 

 

 

7p Boy Scouts 

  

 

5:45p Brownies 

 8a – 1p Girl 
Scout Training 
Session and Tea 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9a Choir 

10:30 Worship 

12:30p Taste of 
Spain Lunch 

 

 

 

5:30p Lay 
Academy 
 

7p Boy Scouts 

  

 

7p Taizé 

 10a Parkinson 
Walk 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9a Choir 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Session 

 

 

7p Storytellers 

5:30p Lay 
Academy 

 

7p Boy Scouts 

 
7p Fall Story 
Swap – Preswick 
Glen 

newsletter 
deadline 

8:30a CAM 

5:45p Brownies 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9a Choir 

10:30 Worship 

 

3p Hope House 

5p Presbytery – 

Three Steeples 

 

7p Boy Scouts 

9a WEP 
 

5:30p Lay 
Academy 

  9a Retreat – 
Lutheran Care 

30       

9a Choir 

10:30 Worship 

      

Kirkland Community Sponsored Red 

Cross Bloodmobile 
 

Saturday, September 15, 2012, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the 

Clinton United Methodist Church.  Please schedule 

your appointment by calling Jean Wainright at 853-

2265 or e-mailing Bill Rudge at Rudge44@aol.com.  

 

Walk-in donors are appreciated and needed.  

Nearly New Sale 
 

The Friends of the Lutheran Homes are preparing for 

their annual “Nearly New” Sale scheduled for Friday, 

September 28, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Saturday,  

September 29, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Clothes, jewelry, 

small appliances, and household items - all in excellent 

condition - are needed for the sale.  Items may be left at 

the reception desk in the Arntsen Building September 

17-21 between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. only.   
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Treasurer: Shelly Coe Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the October issue 

of the newsletter is Thursday, Sep-

tember 20.  Contact Midge Bakos, 

editor, at 853-2951 with questions 

or comments.   

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge  

Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, 

Trudi Christeler, and Bev 

Miller, who have  

collated, folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone just 

for you! 



 


