The Corner Stone
Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

November 2017
November 5, 2017 – All Saints’ Day - Communion
Revelation 7:9–17

A vision of those who have come through
persecution.
Psalm 34:1–10, 22
Magnify the Lord and exalt his name
1 John 3:1–3
We are God's children
Told by Anne Dunn
Matthew 5:1–12
The Beatitudes
Told by Sherry Robinson
Sermon: ―Now is the Time‖ – Scott Leonard preaching

November 12, 2017 – Consecration Sunday
Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25 The Israelites pledge to follow the Lord.
Psalm 78:1–7 Forget not the works of God, but keep his commandments
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 The coming of the Lord
Told by Dave Forbes
Matthew 25:1–13
The wise and foolish girls.
Told by Donna Goodfriend
Rob Kolb preaching

November 19, 2017 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Judges 4:1–7

Deborah promises to defeat Israel's enemy.
Told by Donna Goodfriend
Psalm 123
Our eyes look to the Lord
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 The day of the Lord will come suddenly.
Told by Dave Forbes
Matthew 25:14–30
The parable of the talents.
Told by Scott Leonard
Sermon: ―Risk/Reward‖ – Scott Leonard preaching

November 26, 2017 – Reign of Christ, Communion
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 God will provide a shepard for the people.
Told by Anne Dunn
Psalm 100
Make a joyful noice to the Lord, all the earth
Ephesians 1:15–23
A prayer for the wisdom of the riches of God.
Matthew 25:31–46
The judgment of the peoples.
Told by Scott Leonard
Sermon: ―Judgment Call‖ – Scott Leonard preaching

The Corner Stone

P a ge 2

The Pastors’ Corner
Mein Freund.
On Friday, September 10, 2017 I was sitting in a conference room in Fairfax, VA in an all-morning
meeting. As is the habit of people these days, during a time I was not participating, I checked my
iPhone for email. I read an email from Mike, a close friend growing up, saying he just learned
from his father that our mutually close friend Siegfried had died. I was shocked. Three of us had been thick as
thieves growing up in Trotwood, Ohio and all through the college—we even all roomed together our freshman
year. It took some time to sort out, but eventually we learned from Siegfried’s younger brother and older sister
that he had died apparently of sudden heart attack while sitting on the couch; he looked like he was just asleep
when they found him. While he had some general health issues, nothing indicated a sudden natural death at
age 59.
The memorial service was Sunday afternoon, October 8, 2017. As Mike and I let our circle of friends know,
some of us came together, all from out of town, and the night before, in honor of old times, we played poker.
Nickel ante. Quarter max raise. Three-raise limit per hand. And we shared stories and memories, staying up
too late, as if we were teenagers again. It had been a long time and probably was the last time that particularly
group of people were in the same room together.
On Sunday we each said a few words at the service. I spoke last—and the longest (―there’s a shocker‖ each of
you just now said). I did so in part because I wanted everyone to know the Siegfried we knew growing up—
stories from band and Boy Scouts, from the silly to the sublime. Because the vast majority of the people in the
room only knew him from when he developed schizophrenia 25 years ago. He was fine with his medication,
but had his limitations.
Siegfried and I had deep philosophical discussions growing up about life, religion, and—girls (two of the three
we felt we had a shot at understanding). Not long after he was diagnosed with his mental illness, we talked
and he was wondering about the future, I encouraged him to lean on his faith, which he not only did, but did so
with conviction. He trusted in Christ and lived his life that way, including volunteering at the Church of the
Brethren, which he attended all his life up.
Traditional German culture has graduated degrees of relationships. The literal translation of ―friend‖ in German is freund (froint), but who most Americans call ―friends,‖ most Germans would call
―acquaintances‖ (bekannten). Only the very closest, the ones who know truly know you—and still like you,
those that make you a better person—despite yourself, only those are truly your ―friends.‖ Siegfried has been
and always will be my friend.
Each person you meet has a story. Each of you has a story. To love others means to listen to others to know
them as persons and, more challengingly, to open up to others so they may know you as well. For only by becoming more as friends and less like acquaintances can we be a community and to share message of what a
friend, freund, we have in Jesus.
The theme for our Stewardship Campaign this year is ―The Lord is My Shepherd,‖ the first line of the very familiar 23rd Psalm. That is the most beloved Psalm because it so poetically captures the love God has for us
and how he takes care of us and blesses us—without even using those words. On November 5 we remember
all the saints who have gone before us and on November 26 we celebrate the reign of Christ, ending the church
liturgical year. The two go together because God is with us in life—and in death. And we rejoice because
―Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.‖
Shalom,
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s History
Sept. 1911 the Church Bell no longer used as a Fire Alarm
―The Pioneer Bell,‖ placed in the ―Old White Meeting House‖ on the southeast corner of the green in 1804 and
weighing 800 lbs. had been cast by Captain Timothy Barnes a local man. Traditionally the sexton rang the bell daily at
nine in the morning, twelve noon, and again at nine at night. It was the time piece of the community calling people to
services of worship, rung on holiday occasions, and as early as 1815 rung for Hamilton College commencements. After a
few years of service when the bell broke, it was taken to Troy to be recast. With a small addition to its weight, the bell
was returned to the ―steeple on the green.‖ In 1845 the bell was placed in the first Stone church’s belfry to ring its familiar tones until July 10, 1876 when the church burned. The bell partly melted, fell and broke into pieces. Remnants were
preserved and sent to the Troy Bell Foundry to add new metal and a better quality tone in E flat and now weighing 2000
lbs. Both the bell and the Seth Thomas 8-day clock arrived at the same time in 1880 two years after the dedication of the
present Stone Church.
The Village Offices and the firemen’s social rooms were located on the Williams St. side of the Onyan-Allen
Block near where the Artisan’s Corner is now located and across the street from Stone Church’s west door under the
steeple. But in order to get at the bell to ring an alarm it was necessary to get into the church and the first responders
needed a key to unlock the door. It had been the practice to smash the lock or kick in the door without loss of time. The
church trustees got tired of replacing the broken locks and resorted to leaving the door unlocked allowing the firemen to
enter. However, one result of the unlocked doors was midnight prowlers desecrating the church. The trustees had had
enough and after a special meeting the Trustees of Stone Church passed the following preamble giving the village authorities one month’s notice:
Resolved, that on and after September l, 1911, the church bell be used solely for purposes connected
with the church, purposes of a religious nature, and that the use of said bell for fire alarm or other purposes,
which has never been officially given, be and hereby is, from and after the date of September l, 1911 officially
withdrawn; it being the consensus opinion that the unofficial use made of the bell for the past years has been materially abused.
Any attempt to use said bell or said building for other than religious purposes will be legally dealt with.
By the Board of Trustees of the Stone Church, Society of Clinton
T. T. Thompson, President

C. M. Champion

H. W. Roberts, Clerk

E. A. Miller

Edwin Fuller Torrey, Jr.

R. S. Lumbard

The Village authorities purchased a 1000 lb. bell that was installed atop the Onyan-Allen block at College and
Williams Sts. at a cost of $365. After the fire department got a new location and new alarm system, the old bell from the
Onyan-Allen block now rests in the cupola of Lumbard Memorial Hall and is seldom if ever rung.
Our bell got a rest from use by the fire department but continued to ring
out the time of day by the mechanism of the Seth Thomas Clock for nearly 130
years until 2009 when the clock was replaced by a Verdin Electronic Clock and
purchased by the village of Clinton. However, further inspection showed cracks in
the base fixture supporting the bell deeming Stone Church’s bell unstable for further use. May the ―Pioneer Bell‖ rest in peace!

Midge Bakos
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The Stone Choir
We rehearse Sundays at 9:00 am and sing for the 10:30 service.
Join us!!
Country Pantry Update
Dear Pantry Friends!

Fall donations needed are as follows: stuffing, gravy,
green beans, cranberry sauce, and /or a $10.00 Hannaford Gift Certificate.

Thank you for the time and support
that you gave to the Pancake Breakfast.
The raffle baskets donated by you were Can’t shop? Monetary donations are always accepted.
thoughtful and creative. We had such a Please make checks payable to the Country Pantry.
wonderful time today. Community
friends stayed and visited, ate and enjoyed fellowship. Every- Questions please see Judy LaGasse
one asked how pancakes can be so thick and so light?! The
community came out and supported the mission of the pantry. Thank you to our supporting churches, you made a big
difference in the success of this event. Clinton Lions Club,
thank you for sending so many volunteers.
The total for today is $3,632.00.

Midge Bakos
On October 11th,
Midge Bakos celebrated her 85th birthday. Midge is a lifelong member of Stone Church, She serves as our historian,
landscaper, and Newsletter Editor and all around girl Friday.
Thank you for all you do Midge!!

Eugene Lawson
Join us in thanking Eugene Lawson the oldest Living Member of Stone Church. Gene has
been instrumental in the session, auditing of the church records, helping with the construction of the Sunday School rooms on the east side of the basement of the church. Back in the
1950’s and always a faithful volunteer.
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Stewardship - A true expression of Joy and Gratitude
Sunday, November 12, 2017, is a special Sunday for Stone Church. It is on this
day that we will celebrate Consecration Sunday. The theme of our celebration
this year comes from the Old Testament book of Psalms, specifically Psalm 23
which proclaims “The Lord is My Shepherd.”
What a profound and comforting message in those simple words! Because the
Lord is our Shepherd, we most assuredly will not want. Through joyful giving,
and a willingness to work for a better world, we each show appreciation and gratitude for the abundance of
grace and opportunity our Shepherd has provided. Additionally, we can celebrate our powerful abilities to
make a difference in this world, in much the same way the Lord has made a difference to each of us.
Our November 12 service, led by Rob Kolb, will be the culmination of a series considering the many facets
of faithful stewardship. Over these last few Sundays, we have explored how we are called to respond to the
powerful gifts of life and grace bestowed upon us by our Lord and Shepherd. Our investigation continues as
we commemorate ―All Saints/All Souls Day‖ on November 5 and on through November 12, Consecration
Sunday, the day when we present ourselves and our pledges in gratitude for the Lord being our faithful Shepherd.
Being good stewards is not a matter of giving in order to meet the church budget, but rather a sacred growth
opportunity for each of us as a person of faith. We want to focus not on the need of the church to receive,
but on the need of the giver to express joy in supporting God’s spiritual presence among us
I urge you to mark your calendar and plan to attend these Sunday worship services with a special emphasis
on participating in the Consecration Sunday service of November 12. Our Consecration celebration will include a special luncheon immediately following worship. As we eat and enjoy a special fellowship, we will
Kirkland Community Red Cross Bloodmobile
Saturday, December 2, 2017 8 AM–1PM
VFW Post 9591, 48 Franklin Avenue
Clinton, NY `13323
Donors needed especially because of loss of donation
Sites do to natural disasters. Donors will receive Pen
Light Pens and tasty, homemade refreshments.
Make appointments by calling 315-853-6300 or
E-mail www.redcrossblood.com or calling
1-800-733-2767

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will meet every two weeks at
6:00 pm. This multi- WELCOME to the
worship of God at Stone Presbyterian
Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica.

We would like to thank EVERYONE who helped out in ANY way for our Harvest
Pie Sale on October 21st, 2017.
A special thanks go to Donna Goodfriend for her very generous donation of time
and supplies. We made $840 and had a great time doing it! Now we’re looking forward to our Spring Pie Sale.
Women’s Association
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Remember in Prayer
- Doris Locke
- Ewa Lawrence and family
- Carole Grove
- Judy Raney
- Chris Woods and his family
- Moore family
- Joann
- Lynn
- Tom
- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman
- Family and friends of Gerald Grant
- Florence Morgan

4

-

9
11
12
14
16

-

18
19
22
23

-

Tom Copfer
Linell Machold
Betzy Joseph
Laura Stiefvater
Olivia Rogers
Kristen St. Hilaire-D’Antonio
Shannon LaFont
Florence Morgan
Scott McDonough
Sarah Menard
Judy LaGasse
Jeff Machold

Florence Morgan's Birthday

- Esther Kanipe

Happy Birthday Florence!

- Carolyn Barnum

November 16th, Florence Morgan will observe her 96th birthday, Her
faith encourages us to spend a few minutes each day in devotional
study and prayer as she has helped fund “These Days” in recent years.
Also many may recall that not too many years ago Florence sent a
birthday card to everyone in the congregation. To honor her support of
us at Stone Church, perhaps it would be a nice gesture to not only take
the time to send her a birthday card, but also to send a get well card to
someone recovering from surgery or an illness, or a ―Thinking of you‖
card to someone showing that you care. This act of thoughtfulness
would surly please Florence very much.

- Debra LaFont
- Shirley and JoAnn Tolbert
- Robert Simon
-Bev Sullivan
- Elizabeth Willson
- Katrina, David and Edmund Jeremiah
- Jennifer, Jeff and Daniel Jacob
- Thomas Bowman
- Bob and Susan Ryerson
- Vilsack family
- Kim Hillage Powell
- Doug Lockwood
-Juan Tanton & Family

Church Sign
The new church sign is a work in progress - a
few changes were suggested by the Village
Preservation Committee and are now being
implemented
Emily Hughes
Memorial Committee

Florence Morgan Address is: 6 1/2 Kirkland Avenue # H16 Clinton,
New York 13323

Hope House’s Wish List
This month’s wish list includes the following: Food Breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar,
hot chocolate, butter or margarine, toiletries,
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, paper
goods, napkins, toilet paper
Please leave items in the narthex. Questions? Contact Ceil
Gilbert.
Do you have any old dishcloths or dishtowels? When you
replace your dishcloths and towels, please consider donating
your old ones to Hope House. They are in desperate need of
cleaning cloths and would greatly appreciate any donations.
It doesn’t matter how worn they are, they can still be used for
cleaning. They can be placed in the Hope House basket in
the narthex. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289)
or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com.
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In Remembrance of Marilyn Butler
Marilyn Butler, age 90 a former Stone Church member and past deacon made her final journey on September
29th, 2017 at River Hospital, Alexandria Bay, NY.
After earning her license as a Registered nurse in 1948, she spent 20 years at Utica Memorial Hospital as a maternity nurse and 21 years at Saint Luke’s Memorial Hospital as a surgical nurse where she touched many lives
during her career.
Soon after retirement, she and her brother Myron moved from Clinton to Clayton, NY where they were active
in the Clayton Rotary and Yacht Club. Even though Marilyn lived quite a distance away she was no stranger to
her Clinton friends.
All Saints’/ All Souls’ Day.
On Sunday November 5th we will celebrate All Saints’/ All Souls’ Day. We would like to encourage people to bring in photos of those they wish to honor in memoriam.

A Cloud of Witnesses

God of ages past, thank you for those who have gone before us and set an example of
how to live out our faith . Help us celebrate those who have gone before us on their
journey of faith and remember their faithfulness .
“These Days”
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“HANGING OF THE GREENS”
November 19, 2017
Wow!!! It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner….and “Christmas At The Corner” will be the day
after Thanksgiving. That means we need lots of hands to get ready for all the festivities. As is our Church custom, we
decorate the Sanctuary the Sunday before Thanksgiving……which is called The Hanging Of The Greens. This will be the
second year for our beautiful new Christmas tree to adorn the front of the Church. How exciting!!!
There will be a light lunch after Church on the 19 th for all of you who plan to stay and help with the decorating. Remember…many hands make light work..so we hope many of you will be able to help.
There will be a sign-up sheet at Church so we will know about how many to expect. Thanks to all of you for all you do!!!

Shoppers Stroll
Pat Joseph will appear on WKTV with Jason Powles, News Talk on Monday November 20th, 2017 during
the 12 noon News hour to talk about the plans for the Shoppers Stroll and The Fair
Trade Shop

Christmas at the Corner

Friday, November 24

Would you believe that just around the bend is our Christmas at the Corner?
One of the highlights this year - as usual - is our famous 7 C's Café led by local chef’s Pat
and Buzz Joseph and Sherry Robinson, featuring our renowned chili and clam chowder.
Christmas Bake Shop – as an alternative to the cookie plates this year, we are planning to have an assortment of baked goods such as pies, breads, cookies, and candy treats. As customary it will be held in the
dining room. We look forward to many donations.
Our great Fair Trade Shoppe will be open all day with items from around the world.
Bakers and shift workers - especially in the Café and the Fair Trade Shoppe - are needed.
Also monetary donations are needed for the food for the Café. If you wish to donate any of the ingredients
for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at 841-8102 or Buzz and Pat Joseph at
853-8624.
At 3:00 p.m. − Carol sing-a-long with Rob Kolb
At 4:30 p.m. − St. Mary's Church Choir Concert
Let's make it a fun and successful event!
Any questions, please call Bev Miller, 853-2548.
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Mission Opportunities
Mission: The Opportunities are Endless - Unfortunately
Who hasn’t commented on the spate of disasters, natural and man-made, that have plagued our world during
the last few months and days? Has there been a time when we have not been aware of the homeless, cold, ill
and hungry in our neighborhoods and nearby towns and cities? And when have we not prayed for those displaced by genocide, political unrest, ruthless dictators and war? Unfortunately, the answer seems to be, ―Not
in my memory!‖
As we work to be faithful followers who proclaim Jesus as our Savior, we need to move beyond the iteration
of these tragedies to an active, caring response. Each of us needs to make it our mission to take some action, to
do something besides wring our hands or shake our heads at the state of the world.
Here at Stone Church, we are continuously reminded of the ways in which we can assist Hope House and The
Country Pantry as they minister to the hungry, homeless and marginalized. We also are asked to support our
Fair Trade Gift Shop that offers an outlet for goods produced for a fair wage, enabling participating artisans an
opportunity to have better lives. Whether you react through prayer, financial assistance, donations of goods, or
through volunteer hours, don’t just have good intentions but make sure you respond to these opportunities for
faithful action.
While there are myriad other opportunities to actively do something with love and compassion, I thought I
would share those that have been sent to me in the past week.
Habitat for Humanity is holding its annual Holiday Festival fundraiser on November 10 and 11. By volunteering to help or by attending this festival, you can assist this agency as they work to provide safe, affordable
housing in our neighborhoods.
Presbyterian Churches and the Presbyterian Home have a multitude of events and projects planned. The Presbytery of Utica News Flash Bulletin is filled with opportunities to pray, to be entertained, to learn and to provide service to others. Take the time to read this and other information at www.presbyteryofUtica.org
Church World Service and the Presbyterian Mission Agency Disaster Assistance are tirelessly working to respond to the seemingly overwhelming needs in countries such as Puerto Rico, Mexico, and the United States.
We are asked to give by sharing our financial resources with disaster victims throughout the world; or to act
by becoming involved with disaster recovery ministry; or to pray by seeking God’s presence on behalf of disaster survivors.
Mary Ann Stiefvater
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Deacon’s Corner
What a wonderful month of the year! Crisp cool air, leaves on the ground to shuffle through, anticipation of
a holiday with friends and family, a sumptuous feast—- what could be better? Unfortunately, there are too
many people around the world who do not have these blessings.
As we come to the table together let us remember HOW GREAT THOU ART, Lord.
A simple and traditional grace you might enjoy saying from the Book of Common Prayer is:
Give us grateful hearts,
O Father, for all thy mercies,
And make us mindful
Of the needs of others;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Don’t forget the Deacons!
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on those
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Mary Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse,
Emily Massi, Bev Miller, Brooke Villiere, or Grace Whittemore.
Daylight Savings Time
November is Daylight Savings Time, it will end at 2:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 5th.
Don’t forget to set your clocks' back one hour
Building Stones Fair Trade Shop
Life was unstable for Christine Dusabemariya (weaver from Muramba, Rwanda) before
weaving baskets. She and her husband would argue about money and it was difficult to
feed their children. With income from weaving with a SERRV partner, Christine can
now pay for her family’s basic needs, has purchased some land for family farming, and
is saving for the future.
We have baskets and many, many more unique handmade items from 38 different countries in our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.
Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy
working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people. Our church’s mission is to help these people lift themselves out of poverty.
Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday, 10am to 4pm second Saturdays and 10am to 4pm each Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Also, stop in and shop with us during the Village’s Shopper’s Stroll on Friday, November 24th. For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres.
Ceil Gilbert

Did you know? From the beginning, we have used a portion of the proceeds from the sales of
your Fair Trade Shop to support the mission projects of Stone Church, including the Parkinson's
Unit of the Presbyterian Home and Habitat For Humanity. This holiday season, the gifts you purchase in the shop will not only help our global neighbors become self-supporting, but will enable us
to reach our goal of donating $1000 to both Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for hurricane relief,
and to the Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees.
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Blessing of the Animals
What a blessed and sunny day it was on Sunday October 1 to have a Blessing of the Animals on the Clinton
Village Green! We had far more than we thought might attend, since this is the first we've done it in many
years, and people were very appreciative to have it. Thanks to the Rev. Gary Cyr from St. James Episcopal
Church leading the effort with support from others, including Elizabeth Smith and Emily Hughes from Stone
Church in the planning and Pastor Scott Leonard, along with the Rev. Janet Griffiths from Lutheran Care and
Rev. Jean Skinner from St. Marks, in the service and blessing. Thanks also to Mary Zimbler from The Country
Pantry for accepting the pet food donations that can be shared with people in need who have pets in need.

Presbyterians Women's Fall Gathering We would like to thank everyone who helped out in any way on
October 11th for the Presbyterian Women’s meeting. Our thanks to the Fair Trade Shop for being open the
whole day to accommodate our guests. Also, our thanks go to those who brought the delicious food for the
luncheon. We received many comments from the ladies on how much they enjoyed the food. The speaker,
Susan Smith (Community of Living Traditions at Stone Point Center) gave a very
informative talk regarding refugees and what we can do to help them. For more information on helping refugees, you can contact Susan at;
ssmith@stonypointcenter.org

Presbytery of Utica
Stone Church will host the November meeting of the Presbytery of Utica on Tuesday, November 28th
Fellowship will start at 9:00 a.m. with the business meeting to start at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Followed by lunch. In the Norton Room. All members are invited to attend
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb
Office Manager: ToniAnne Gardiner
Treasurer: Peter Massi
Office: 315-853-2933
Newsletter team
Many thanks to Midge Bakos,
Bev Miller, Ceil Gilbert, and
Emily Hughes who have collated,
folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for
you!

Sexton: Jesse Miller
Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
email: stonepres@verizon.net
Please note…
The deadline for the issue of the
newsletter is Monday, November 20th

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

