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            Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green                               
 

         The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
      engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

                 as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
December 2009 

 

December 6, 2009 – Second Sunday of Advent  – The Lord’s Supper – PEACE 

Malachi 3:1-4 – The messenger of the covenant will be like a refining fire. 

Luke 1:68-79  – The song of Zechariah 

Philippians 1:3-11 – Paul’s gratitude for the faithfulness of the Philippians 

Luke 3:1-6  – The proclamation of John the Baptist – Told by Larry Reynolds 

GUEST PREACHER, THE REV. JEFF McARN  

 

 

December 13, 2009 – Third Sunday of Advent – JOY (Wear something pink!) 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 – The Lord will restore the fortunes of Zion. 

Isaiah 12:2-6 – The Lord is my strength and my salvation. 

Philippians 4:4-7 – Rejoice in the Lord always! 

Luke 3:7-18 – John’s message to repent – Told by Larry Reynolds 

Sermon: Enjoying God 
 

 

December 20, 2009 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – LOVE 

Micah 5:2-5a – A ruler will come from Bethlehem. 

Luke 1:46b-55 – Mary’s song 

Hebrews 10:5-10 – The sacrifice of Christ was once for all. 

Luke 1:39-45 – Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth. 
Sermon: Turning the World Upside Down 
 

 

December 24, 2009 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service –The Lord’s Supper 

This 7:00 p.m. service begins in darkness and tells of the coming of the light. The 

Stone Church choir and storytellers lend their gifts to celebrate the birth of 

Christ.  Join us for this beautiful service, and invite a friend to come with you! 

 
 

December 27, 2009 – First Sunday after Christmas  

Samuel 2:18-20, 26 – The young Samuel serves in the sanctuary. 

Luke 2:41-52 – Jesus as a child in the temple 

A service full of singing—familiar carols to celebrate the 3rd Day of Christmas. 
Sermon: A Time to Be Child-like 
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Christmas on the Cheap? 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth…. And 

from his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 

 
I heard recently on the radio an economist talking about the gross  
inefficiency of Christmas shopping—people's digging themselves  
into debt by spending money they actually don’t have in order to  
purchase stuff that other people don’t actually need or want.  
That very same day I heard an ad for Walmart—something about  
“doing Christmas for less” by shopping there. How ironic that, as  
our culture’s Christmas has evolved into an orgy of consumerism, we need to look for ways to do it on the cheap! 
 
Christmas is the celebration of what is called in theological jargon “the incarnation,” that is, God’s taking flesh in the 
person of Jesus Christ and “dwelling” (literally “pitching a tent”) among us. Found in the Gospel of John, probably the 
last written of the four gospels of the New Testament, this theme likely represents an evolved understanding of a matur-
ing church, a community of faith that had been worshiping the risen Christ for two generations by the time that that gos-
pel was written down. 
 
In contrast, the Gospel of Mark, believed to be the earliest of the four, seems unconcerned with Jesus’ origins and birth, 
portraying his baptism as his “adoption” as God’s son. As time went on and the expected imminent return of Jesus was 
delayed, people began to ask about the Lord’s origins. 
 
But the community of faith associated with the stories that became John’s Gospel no doubt had already begun to wrestle 
with the theological issues that would lead to the development of the doctrine of the Trinity.  Philosophical speculation 
about the creation of the cosmos abounded in the cultures around the Mediterranean for centuries before the appearance 
of Jesus of Nazareth. No doubt the church of John’s Gospel borrowed from these ideas as they tried to express their ex-
perience of Christ as the “Word” (logos) who both was God and was distinct from God, and through whom all things 
came into being. 
 
One of the implications of this “incarnational theology” is the extravagance of God, that God so loved the world that 
God became one of us in order to rescue us, that God took flesh in order to be put to death for the sake of humankind, 
that Jesus is, in the words of the theologian Jürgen Moltmann, “the crucified God.” 
 
The giving of gifts at Christmas evolved as a way of commemorating this extravagant gift of God. Like not eating meat 
on Friday (as a way of remembering Friday as the day of crucifixion) or like bowing the head and folding the hands to 
pray (as a way of embodying humility before God), gift-giving was an enacted sign of generosity, intended to honor the 
memory of the incarnation. 
 
I don’t mean to imply that we should buy expensive gifts for our loved ones and friends, but that our giving should be, as 
Paul tells the Corinthians, “not out of compulsion.” We should take the opportunity in this season of giving to support 
causes that befit the celebration of Christ’s birth: Heifer Project, the Country Pantry, the Christmas Joy Offering, etc. 
And our giving to family and friends should be a witness to the importance and uniqueness of those relationships—a 
way of saying to the recipients how grateful to God we are for them. Homemade, homespun, a poem, a painting, a jar of 
jam, a donation to charity in someone’s honor, a visit, a meal, a homegrown herb pot, a song, a personalized recording, a 
photograph in a frame, tickets to a concert—gifts from people who have received grace upon grace. How will you cele-
brate the good news that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us? 

                                                                                
            Deepeace, 
 

 

THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
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Highlights of the November 9, 2009  
Session Meeting  
 
♦ Discussed chapter 7 of Unbinding the Gospel on 

challenges in reaching out in today’s environment  
 

♦ Heard update on the clock tower renovations 
 

♦ Learned that Dwight Dibble dismantled the Norton 
Room chimney due to its deterioration 

 

♦ Reviewed the treasurer’s report as submitted 
 

♦ Voted to allow the church to be a neutral pulpit on 
November 22 for another church’s pastor candidate 

 

♦ Learned that the CROP Walk on October 25 was 
fun and rewarding 

 

♦ Heard that the Soup at School benefit concert was 
wonderful and raised over $600 

 

♦ Heard that the singing/handbells music program 
with the ARC people was delightful 

 

♦ Learned that the Village of Clinton has removed 
the clock and is working to replace it 

 

♦ Reaffirmed that God is calling us to: 
Share the story (in a variety of ways) of our faith, 

our life and worship together, and our mission. 
Ascertain the real needs of the community in which 

we minister. 
Respond by developing programs and outreach 

ministries. 
Work intentionally at growth. 
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Dollars and Sense  
   
Church income for October was slightly more 
than for September and the good news is that 
we did not have to withdraw from our Wells 
Fargo account.  Income for the month came 

from pledges/loose cash; interest from our Presbyterian 
Foundation accounts; building usage; a refund check 
from Guide One (our former insurance company); rent; 
and two anonymous donations totaling $3000 (one for 
the clock tower -$1500 and one for scholarships for the 
spring church retreat-$1500).  Total income for October 
was $11,407.28. 
 
Expenses for October were about $100 more than for 
September.  Expenses this month included the usual 
employee costs; an increase in sexton expenses since 
work was done on the church to repair the Boy Scout 
Door; property expenses; and reimbursement to the 
clock tower fund for $1500.  Total expenses for Octo-
ber were $12,787.05.  Consequently, the church over-
spent by $1379.77.  The Wells Fargo fund decreased by 
approximately $3,600.  Total church monies at the end 
of October were $109,279.63 (down about $5000). 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 

You won’t want to miss this year’s Christmas play!  
 
Join us for the entertaining Christmas play “The Case of the Missing Meaning” after worship on Sunday, December 20.  
This is described as a very funny detective spoof which will delight all ages.  

 
 Here’s a synopsis of the play:   

“Beautiful Christina d'Amour has a problem--she can't find the  
meaning of Christmas. She asks "Bogart-esque" detective Sam  
Heart to take her case. In Sam's quest, he encounters many people  
who have less-than-satisfying answers. Just when all seems  
hopeless, Sam discovers the real meaning of Christmas in a  
selfless act of love.” 

 
A light lunch of finger foods will be provided before the play.  
 
The all-star cast has been chosen.  Practices will be announced soon. 
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www.stonepres.org                    
Oh, the things you can do at the Stone Church website! 
 
> Click on the new “Request a Prayer” button 

to fill out a prayer request. You 
can choose either to have that 
request printed in the bulletin or 
keep it anonymous so that only 
the pastor and the prayer chain 
know! 
 

> You can watch the outstanding video, “Love 
Never Ends,” about Stone 
Church produced by the 
Mission Interpretation and 
Stewardship Team! 

 
> You can read current and 
back issues of the The  
Corner Stone or bulletins and 
announcements for the last 
year’s worship in full color 
by clicking on the link in the 
sidebar ! 
 

> You can look at the church’s calendar of events. 
 
> You can read The Book of Confessions and The Book of  
Order—books which together are our denomination’s  
Constitution! 
 
> You can find a daily entry about the mission that your  
giving supports through the Presbyterian Church (USA),  
scripture readings for the day, and a prayer for the mission  
of your church by clicking on the date in the red bordered  
box headed Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study. 
 
> You can read the excellent history of Stone Church written by our resident historian, Midge Bakos. 
 
> You can browse the photo gallery of Stone Church events. 
 
If you have pictures or features you’d like to include in the Stone Church website, please contact Ceil Gilbert 
at 853-8289 or at jeepster98.1@netzero.net. 
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Musical Events for the Advent/Christmas Season  

with Members of Stone Community 
 
 

♦ Mendelssohn’s Elijah, a dramatic account of significant events in the life of the Hebrew prophet 
   Hamilton College and Community Oratorio Society, G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Ensemble members include Pat Joseph, David Kolb, and Nick Stagliano.  Lauralyn Kolb is one of the soloists. 
 Wellin Hall, Hamilton College.  Tuesday, December 1, 8:00 p.m. 
 
♦ 5th Annual Messiah Sing. Soloists include Lauralyn Kolb, Katrina Schell, and David Kolb.  
 Munson Williams Proctor Institute.  Sunday, December 6, 2:30 p.m. 
 
♦ Hamilton College Service of Lessons and Carols, with the Hamilton College Choir, G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Hamilton College Chapel.  Sunday, December 6, 4:00 p.m. 
 
♦ Utica Männerchor Holiday Concert.  David Kolb, conductor.  Utica Männerchor Hall, 5535 Flanagan Rd., Marcy.   
 Friday, December 11, 8:00 p.m. 
 
♦ 23rd Annual Messiah Sing.  G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Soloists include David Kolb and Katrina Schell.    
 Zion Episcopal Church, 140 W. Liberty St., Rome.   
 Sunday, December 20, 3:00 p.m. 
 

Presbytery News Flash 
 

Presbytery of Utica – (315) 735-6311  
email: pof.utica@verizon.net 
1605 Genesee Street, 2nd floor  

Utica, NY 13501 
 

A Need for KJV Bibles – First Presbyterian Church, Utica:  

Two members of our church family are volunteers for incarcerated persons.  Many of them ask for 
Bibles, “the real one.”  Perhaps they remember the wonderful cadence – “a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus” …heard at their mother’s knee long ago.  It is both difficult and expensive to 
purchase KJV these days.  We ask that you search your libraries – church or personal – and ask 
your church members to consider donating KJV Bibles for this cause.  We thank you and the incar-
cerated will be blessed! From: First Presbyterian Church, 1605 Genesee Street, Utica, NY 13501, 
telephone 315-732-5111. 

   

 

News from PC(USA) General Assembly Mission Council:   

Evangelism & Church Growth - Is expanding its offering of free webinars.  Register for our next congregational transfor-
mation webinar at 2 p.m. EDT.  Visit the Evangelism, Church Growth and PresbyGrow sites on webinars being offered 
in evangelism, discipleship, church growth and transformation. And if you'd like to download video copies of our stories 
on congregations growing Christ's Church Deep and Wide, click on Evangelism  or Servanthood. Use in worship or 
small group discussion and visit Evangelism & Church Growth for discipleship and diversity stories that will be finished 
by the end of October. See details at: www.pcusa.org/give.   
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Deacons 
 
 The Deacons have had a busy time during 
2009.  We have provided Choir Appreciation, taken 
Communion to the Homebound twice, provided emer-
gency transportation for members of Stone to physi-
cians etc., provided meals when needed and continue to 
collect food for Food Bank and Country Pantry.  We 
want to thank all of the people who have helped with 
donations of food, time and finances. 
        We hope that the year 2010 will continue to see 
Stone Church grow.  We plan to intentionally provide 
service to our shut - ins and people who are in 
need.  Thank you all for your support of loose change 
on the first Sunday of the month and your many 
prayers.   
                                      
Joyce Wilbur 

Mission, Interpretation, Stewardship  
  
Members: Sarah Rosenstein, Elaine Mushtare, Shelly 
Coe, Ceil Gilbert, Nikki Reynolds, Gary and Judy  
LaGasse 
 
Our function is to interpret the mission of the church, to 
encourage service to others, to identify and encourage 
the use of people's time and talents, and to coordinate 
fundraising events. 
 
Mission: 
♦ One Great Hour of Sharing    $807.50  
♦ Blankets for Mother's Day      $529.00 
♦ Soup at School Concert (2)       $1229.85 
♦ 6 hygiene kits to church world service 
♦ Fair Trade sales                         $1886.20 

 
Local Mission: 
♦ Hope House       
♦ Abraham House 
♦ ABC Welcome      
♦ Country Pantry 
♦ CROP Walk        
♦ Advent Offering 

 
Time & Talent: 
♦ Hosted the Community Cabaret 

 
Fundraisers: 
♦ Chocolate Lovers Sale           $406 
♦ Strawberry Festival         $502 
♦ Art & Music Festival        $543 
♦ Holiday Basket Silent Auction 
 
Stewardship: 
♦ Created the DVD "Love Never Ends" 
 
Here’s what we are looking forward to in 2010: 
♦  to become more aware and involved with local 

missions supported by the Presbytery 
♦ to strive to develop creative fund raisers for the 

general fund 
  
Judy LaGasse 

The year past, the year to come: 

news from the committees and teams 

Stone Storytellers 
 
Our own Stone Storytellers continue to be very active. 
All who listened to Katrina Schell tell the story of Han-
nah and then sing so beautifully were in awe of such a 
spectacular telling. Also in November we learned about 
Ruth and her story by a group of storytellers, Donna 
Goodfriend, Sherry Robinson, Joyce Wilbur, Pat Jo-
seph, Dave Forbes and Larry Reynolds. Dave Forbes 
and Donna Goodfriend participated in the worship at 
the Presbytery meeting in November and plan to tell 
stories at future meetings in January, March and May 
of 2010. 
 
We are planning for Christmas Eve as well as the Sun-
day after Christmas at Stone Church. 
 
Looking even further in the future as Rev. Dewey has 
done on previous Palm Sunday evenings, he and the 
storytellers are planning to perform excerpts from the 
Gospel of John. 
 
We do have an active group but more are welcome. 
Other churches have expressed interest in storytelling, 
either having the Stone Storytellers come to them or to 
learn to do it themselves. 
 
Pat Joseph 
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Membership, Fellowship,  
Communication 
 
The Membership, Fellowship and Communication 
Team consists of Ceil Gilbert, Midge Bakos, Mary Ann 
Steifvater and Sherry Robinson.  
 
We have been very busy throughout 2009 working on 
communication of the church and the Church Mouse 
Program.  We also contacted prospective new members 
and invited them to become members of the church.  
On May 31, we received five new members.    
 
We discussed getting a prayer shawl ministry going -- 
our goal was to get two prayer shawls made and then 
invite others to join us.  We purchased the book “The 
Prayer Shawl Ministry” and learned about the ministry 
which was started by Grace Presbyterian Church in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. We have also bought the yarn 
but it is taking longer to make a shawl then anticipated.  
If anyone is interested in seeing the book and making a 
prayer shawl, please let us know.  
 
Our to do list for 2010- 
 

♦ We would like to go through the Members list 
and study it closely. 

 
♦ We plan to create lunch specials and or dinners 

around a theme. 
 
♦ A retreat has been booked for Friday, October 

22, 2010 through Saturday, October 23, 2010 at 
Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Green-
wich, NY.     

 
Sherry Robinson 

 

The year past, the year to come: 

news from the committees and teams 

Property 
 
The Property Committee was very busy in 2009 and the 
tower restoration project was the focus of much of the 
committee’s efforts.  Our contractor, Dwight Dibble, is 
currently repairing the bad mortar and deteriorating 
masonry at the top of the tower. He is also placing new 
copper flashing where needed and re-pointing bad mor-
tar where necessary on the upper portions of the tower. 
The clock has been removed by the village and will be 
replaced in the spring with new clock faces and a new 
mechanism that the village will take care of. 
 
Other activities of the committee this year included: 

• purchase of a new fire extinguisher and a campaign 
 to improve awareness of the fire extinguishers in 
 the Church along with the placement of arrows 
 above each extinguisher for better identification . 

• finding a new tenant for the manse and taking care 
 of some minor repairs in terms of replacing  
 windows and painting to get it ready for the new 
 tenant. 

• replacing the Boy Scout entrance door on William 
 Street 

• recently had the chimney above the Norton Room 
 taken down - it was in bad repair and it was  
 decided that the best answer was its removal. 

• there is an oil tank in front of the Church that needs 
 removal - this will be done soon by a contractor 
 hired by the committee. 
♦ We are currently discussing shampooing the  
 carpets in the Church and possible replacement of  
 the dining room carpet. 
 
Next year we hope to organize a cleaning party to give 
the Church an extra good dusting and cleaning. The 
handicap ramp will need to be repaired or replaced and 
the tower project completed. 
 
The members of the Property Committee are: Dave 
Forbes, Gary LaGasse, John Menard, Dick Raitt, John 
Stiefvater and Dave Wilbur. 
 
John Menard 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
          

Memorial Window dedicated to Edward Clark Hudson 
 

In the Norton Room (originally built as a chapel in 1778), the window on the right upon 
entering is “Samuel” in memory of Rev. Dr. Thomas B. Hudson’s son Edward Hudson. In 
1871, Edward died a few days after Christmas at the young age of eleven. When this 
church was built six years later the window was put there in memory of Edward and it was 
partly paid for by contributions from the Sunday School. The kneeling figure of the child, 
Samuel, is an appropriate memorial to this young lad. 
 
Rev. Hudson, a Hamilton graduate, served as Stone Church’s pastor for 22 years from 
1870-1891 guiding the congregation through the rebuilding of the present Stone Church 
following the fire of the Old Stone Church. He resigned, in part, because of his work as 
treasurer of the college from 1892-1910 but he continued to be active in the church.  His 
successor, Rev. W. Courtland Robinson, said of him that Dr. Hudson had sown the wisdom 
and love that becomes a Christian and that Rev. Robinson was indebted to him for his fa-
therly advice. 
 

In retrospect, I think the window was a dedication not only for Rev. Hudson’s son but for the affection the congregation 
had for Rev. Hudson and his family as expressed in the Session’s notes, in part, “…a pastorate unbroken by a single  
unpleasant incident, marked by resolute fidelity to duty and earnest purpose…his unblemished character, his godly walk, 
and his eminent Christian virtues…”. 
 
        Midge Bakos  
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Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  We are grate-
ful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Carolyn Barnum and Trudi Christeler for helping with Sunday bulletins and especially for Carolyn’s welcome notes  
 to the homebound—a gift that keeps on giving. 
. . . John Menard and Dave Wilbur for loading and carting the chimney bricks from the rear of the building to the  
 dumpster to aid Dwight Dibble’s chimney removal in a timely manner—saving the church’s time and money  
 and keeping our neighbors happy —no more dings on their cars! 
. . . Elaine Mushtare for sorting donations from the Boy Scout food drive for the Country Pantry and for again 
 supervising the Country Pantry Star program. 
. . . Doris Ackerman and Bill Henry for donating their time, equipment and personnel for photos to benefit  
 the Clock Tower Restoration Fund.  The total amount they raised is $297! 
. . . Ceil Gilbert for donating many hanging folders for church filing. 
. . . Florence Morgan for her monetary donation to buy additional “These Days” Devotionals—more people have shown 
 interest in obtaining them. 
. . . Lora Schilder for her diligence in reminding church members to recycle at our coffee hour and after church  
 dinners—some day we’ll get it, Lora! 
. . . Ann Smallen for her continued timely financial reporting keeping us aware of where we stand. 
. . . Peggy Weldon for her patience in going about her daily tasks with so many interruptions, deadlines, etc. 
 
Note: If you’d like to express thanks for a service ministry someone has done, please let us know and we’ll include  

it in a future newsletter. 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the sanc-
tuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

New Wish List for Hope House  
  
Wish List: 
 Winter hats; mittens/gloves; scarves; hygiene  
 items - especially shampoo, conditioner, lotion; 
 new or lightly used children's books; toys for  
 parent's choice giveaway; small gifts e.g. lip 
 balm, perfume, handwarmers, sewing kits, etc. 
 that will fit in a small gift bag; winter coats and  
 jackets; work parties to help with yard work;  
 seasonal decorations - especially for the autumn; 
 chicken and beef broths for soups - especially low 
 sodium types; cocoa packets; tea bags; large  
 juices; soups of any type. 
 
Please leave items on the table in the Norton Room.   
Questions?  Call Ceil, 853-8289. 

Volunteers needed 
 
Hope House is reaching out to all the faith communities 
and congregations who have made their ministry a real-
ity for 17 years.  They are in need of volunteers who 
can be supportive on a regular basis.  As the number of 
guests climbs, so does the need for volunteers. 
 
Here are their greatest needs: 
 
♦ people who are strong and able to lift and carry 

supplies and food products from the basement and 
attic; 

♦ people to do pick-ups of gifts from local merchants, 
restaurants, bakeries, and farm stands; 

♦ people who have administrative experience or who 
have been shift supervisors; 

♦ people who are able to adapt to ever-changing  
 circumstances; 
♦ cooks who are comfortable with quantity cooking; 
♦ people to serve those who are hungry. 
 

Time commitments range from 2-4 hours per shift.  
Volunteers will be asked to commit their time as fre-
quently or infrequently as their own needs dictate.   
 
If interested, please call Betty or Lynn, 793-3723. 

Have lunch with Jeff McArn 
 
The Mission, Stewardship, and Fundraising Committee 
would like to invite anyone interested to attend a lunch-
eon on Sunday, December 6th immediately following 
our church service.  Our speaker will be Jeff McArn, 
chaplain at Hamilton College, who will also be our 
guest preacher that day.  We hope to hear about Jeff’s 
experiences with HAVOC, Hamilton Association for 
Volunteering, Outreach, and Charity.  We may also 
hear from some current Hamilton students about the 
volunteering projects they are involved with right now.   
 
Please come and enjoy food, fellowship, and fun as we 
spend time with Jeff. 
 
Questions?  Contact Sarah Rosenstein, 859-1037. 

Hosts 
 
December 6 Nikki Reynolds 
December 13 Wilma & Gene Lawson 
December 20 Ceil Gilbert 
December 27 Ann Smallen 

Ushers 
 
December 6 Donna Goodfriend & Barb Stockbridge 
December 13 Carolyn Barnum & Trudi Christeler 
December 20 Wilma & Gene Lawson 
December 24 Shelly & Ken Coe 
December 27 Joyce & Dave Wilbur 

Book Club update 
 
The Book Club will meet on Saturday,  
December 19th at 9:00 a.m.  We are 
currently reading together “The  
Language of God” by Francis Collins.  
Come join us for discussion, refresh-
ments and great fellowship. Any  

questions, call Joyce Wilbur at 853-2350.  



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

Gil Adams Family 
Padgett Family  
Kaytryn Bentley and Family  
Cookenham Family 
Dortha and Bill Glaser 
Eleanor Palmer 
Dick and Elaine Schmidt 
Karen Stockton’s husband 
Arthur Budich 
Allen Solomon 
Britcher Family 
Lori Sherwood 
Doris Locke  
Pete Forrester 
Ewa and Tom Lawrence 
Marge Chamberlain and Family 
Flo Dewey 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 
7 - Scott Miller 
  Peter Jensen 
8 - Mark Whittemore 
12 - Cecilia Hwangpo 
15 - Curt Miller 
  Judy McDonough 
16 - Coralie Cookenham 
17 - Lynn Hall 
  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 
18 - Andrew Bering 
19 - Tiffany Fletcher 
 - Joyce Wilbur 
21 - Matthew Fletcher  

December Birthdays 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

23 - Gil Adams 
  Mollie Arnal 
24 - Mildred Schell 
25 - Tim LaFont 
28 - Wilma Lawson 
30 - Peter Christeler

In Memoriam 
 

We express sympathy and 
prayers to Fay Brandis and his 
family on the death of his wife 
Mary Ellen who died November 
10, 2009 after a union of 67 
years. She was a “stay at home 
Mom” to their sons Gordon and 
Greg and later used her dietitian 
degree from Cornell at Sarah 
Lawrence College, NYC.  After 

moving to Clinton, she served Stone Church and be-
came a volunteer at the Lutheran Home. We remember 
her willingness to serve and her contagious smile. 

~   ~   ~ 
We convey our condolences to Marjorie Chamberlain 
whose sister Margaret Snow died November 6, 2009 at 
the age of 85. Margaret had a great work ethic in the 
commercial rating department at Utica National Insur-
ance where she retired 23 years ago. She was very 
close to Marge’s loving family and in recent years due 
to failing eyesight relied on them even more. 

Best Wishes to Dave and  
Jean Puddington 
 
We have to say good-bye and best wishes to Dave and 
Jean Puddington after yet another move to a new com-
munity, Lowville, NY to be close to their son Steve, a 
coach at nearby Beaver River High School. After 
weighing the pros and cons, they feel it’s best to be 
near family. We respect their decision. We will miss 
their friendliness and eagerness to “pitch in” on a num-
ber of Stone Church’s projects. God bless you both! 
 

Thanks to You All 
 
By the grace of God, I am off dialysis and in my own 
apartment thanks to all of your prayers, wonderful 
cards, and notes.  I’m not at full speed yet and taking 
one day at a time, remaining under the watchful eyes of 
my physician, family, and good neighbors.  Thanks 
again for your support. 
    Doris Locke 

 

Phoebe Brown   
Carrigan and Katrina 
Samantha Whittemore 
Myra Kazanjian 
Fay Brandis and Family 
Marty Miller 
Joan Kelly 

Ceil Gilbert has moved! 
 
New address: 1 Olde Boorne Dr.,  
 Apt. D-13 
 Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scout News 
 
 On October 9-11, eight scouts and five leaders participated in the fall Aplin District Camporee at Camp Russell. 
Scouts participated in a number of different activities, including a catapult (that they constructed!) contest, rifle shooting, 
archery, rock climbing, a compass course, and other competitions, with Troop 9 getting first place in the compass course 
and doing a respectable job in the catapult contest. Visitors from Cub Scout Pack 9 also attended. Life Scouts Matt Pop-
yack and Kevin Bering are assisting Cub Scout Pack 9 as den chiefs. 
 Troop 9 has completed this year's Boy Scout Trail’s End popcorn drive, the annual fundraiser for the Revolu-
tionary Trails Council. The top sellers were Brian Oehlsen, David Ross, and Graham Callaghan.   
 On November 7 and 14, members of Boy Scout Troop 9 and Cub Scout Pack 9 participated in Scouting for 
Food, collecting food from the Clinton community that was donated to the food pantry in Clark Mills.  We collected 
2159 items, which were delivered to the Country Pantry, and Judy Mokry was very pleased because she expected fewer 
items this year. God bless the generous families in Kirkland and the Scouting Families and leaders that made it happen. 
  Several members of Troop 9 began working on the Communications merit badge, an Eagle-required merit 
badge, under the leadership of Mr. Bill Rudge.  The entire Troop is preparing to work on the Disabilities Awareness 
merit badge.  Mrs. Kathleen Teodoro will give a presentation on the Upstate Cerebral Palsy organization at the Novem-
ber 17 meeting. The Scouts also plan to perform future volunteer work for Upstate Cerebral Palsy. 
 Life Scout Sam Kuhr gave a presentation on his planned Eagle Scout project, to build a hiking trail in a White-
stown park, at the November Troop committee meeting and received approval for his proposed project. Elections for six-
month terms of Troop leadership positions will be held on December 1.  Troop 9 will hold the winter Court of Honor 
and holiday party at Stone Church on December 15th, with members of Cub Scout Pack 9 visiting. 
 Two Scouts from Troop 9, David Ross and Graham Callaghan, plan to participate in the National Scout Jambo-
ree from July 26 - August 4, 2010, at Fort AP Hill, VA, as part of a local Jamboree troop. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair and Virginia Ross, Troop 9, Asst. Scoutmaster  

Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, pink, or white  
 poinsettias, provided this year by Norma’s Blooms, are $15 each.  Please fill out the form below and put  
 in the collection plate or send to the church office with a check made out to the church.  The plants can  
 be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 6.   
 Questions?  Call Grace Whittemore, 853-6652, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 
 

  ============================================================================== 
  
 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 
               
              ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 
                 
        or 
  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
 Choice of color _____________________________ 
 
 Amount enclosed _____________________________ 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the January issue of the 
newsletter is Wednesday, December 16. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

Newsletter collators 
 
Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, 
Trudi Christeler, Barbara Stockbridge 

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile is set 
for Saturday, December 5; 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., VFW, 
Franklin Avenue, Clinton. Contact Bill Rudge at 853-
6300 or rudge44@aol.com to schedule your appointment.  
Walk-ins are essential to meet the goal.   


