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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.   December 2010December 2010  

WORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBER  

 
December 5, 2010 – 2nd Sunday of Advent – PEACE – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 11:1-10 – a vision of the peaceable kingdom 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 – a prayer for the guidance and support of the king 
Romans 15:4-13 – The gospel is for Jews and Gentiles alike. 
Matthew 3:1-12 – John the Baptist announces the coming of the Messiah. 
Sermon – Is Peace Possible?  

 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 – Taizé, 7:00 pm 

A service of mystical candlelight, chant, scripture, prayer and silence. 
Come prepare a place for the child of Bethlehem in your heart!   

 

December 12, 2010 – 3rd Sunday of Advent – JOY  

Isaiah 35:1-10 – a vision of the return to Zion 
Luke 1:47-55 – the Magnificat of Mary 
James 5:7-10 – Be patient as you await the coming of the Lord. 
Matthew 11:2-11 – John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the coming one. 
Sermon – Beyond de Vivre  

  

 

December 19, 2010 –  4th Sunday of Advent  –  LOVE 

Isaiah 7:10-16 – A young woman will bear a son named Immanuel. 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 – a prayer for the restoration of God’s people 
Romans 1:1-7 – Paul is a servant of Jesus, son of David and son of God. 
Matthew 1:18-25 – the birth of Jesus Christ  
Sermon – Full Strength Love  

 

Friday, December 24, 2010 – Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 pm – The Lord’s Supper  

The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that celebrates the  
Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. Invite a friend to join us for the  
wonder of this worship. 
  
December 26, 2010 – 1st Sunday of Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-9 – God has shown great favor on the house of Israel. 

Hebrews 2:10-18 – Jesus is the pioneer of our salvation through suffering. 

Matthew 2:13-23 – The infant Jesus sojourns in Egypt as political refugee. 

We gather around the Christmas tree for an intimate service of story and song. 
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THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
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 Tempest Fugit 
 

The expression “time flies” comes from a poem composed  
by Virgil: “Sed fugit interea fugit irreparabile tempus, singula  

dum capti circumvectamur amore” (“It flees: time flees  
irretrievably, while we wander around, prisoners of our love of  
detail.") 

Most of us in the last half of life are familiar with the  
phenomenon of time’s acceleration as we age. I used to think that  
this was due to the simple mathematical fact that, as we age, each  
year constitutes a smaller and smaller percentage of our lived time. But I recently learned that there is actually 
a chemical/neurological dimension to this sense of time’s “putting the pedal to the metal.” The brain chemistry 
of aging actually accelerates the experience of “felt” time’s passage. 

We have already entered the Christian New Year with the beginning of Advent (“coming”), a season of 
retrospection and presage that looks simultaneously, Janus-like, backward to the past and forward to the future. 
In Advent we remember God’s taking flesh in the baby of Bethlehem, and we anticipate the fulfillment of the 
promise of Christ to come again in God’s future. 

Before this month is out we’ll arrive at the festival of Christmas, whose twelve days begin Christmas 
day (not on “Black Friday”) and stretch across the “secular” New Year’s date of the First of January (the 
month named for the Roman god, Janus). On the Sundays remaining in Advent, I’ll be leading a study after 
worship in preparation for Christmas. The first session on December 5 is called “Reclaiming Christmas,” a 
chance for us to look critically at our culture’s observance of the “holiday” and to contrast that with more 
Christ-like ways to celebrate. On December 12 we’ll do a Bible study, examining closely the two accounts of 
Jesus’ birth found in Matthew and Luke. And on December 19, we study the Prologue to the Gospel of John. A 
light lunch will be provided each of these Sundays, and the studies will last no longer than one hour.  (For 
more information, see page 4.) 

My hope is that many of you will want to join me for this “Advent Adventure.” Perhaps this time of 
reflection will help us let Advent’s ideal of patient waiting, hoping, anticipating inform our celebration of “the 
Mass of Christ” as well as we take the time to slow our roll, to wind down time, to savor the good news of 
great joy for all people, to let the implications of the angel’s message play out intentionally in our own lives. 
 I enjoyed reading last year’s popular novel, The Time Traveler’s Wife, about a woman who marries a 
man who, as a result of severe trauma, finds himself uncontrollably thrust forward and backward in time, 
meeting his wife-to-be for first time when she is a young girl. In a sense, we who follow Christ are time travel-
ers, too, journeying along the storied path of salvation that begins in a manger, continues past the cross and 
empty tomb and on toward a future in which Christ promises to be with us “even to the end of the age.” One of 
my favorite psalms, Psalm 90, implores God: 
 

So teach us to number our days, 
that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

 
Time keeps on slipping, speeding into the future! The psalmist and the poet Virgil agree that the devil is in the 
details—the details that distract us from all that is God’s purpose for us—and that, while we are distracted, the 
time flees and the opportunities for abundant living are lost. Let our celebration of God’s story frame our time 
travel in such a way that nothing is lost to us, that we find that heart of wisdom God intends for us. Merry 
Christmas and… 
           
         Deepeace,  
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Special Advent Offerings 
 
 
Once again we will  be celebrating Advent by taking a special offering  
during each of the four Sunday services.   
 
When we light the candle of Hope on the first Sunday of Advent, we  
will again receive an offering for Hope House.   

 
 
The candle of Peace is lit on the second  
Sunday, and on that day we will receive  
an offering for the Central Asian Institute,  
whose work is described in the books  
Three Cups of Tea and Stones Into Schools.   
 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering will again be received when we light the Joy candle on the third  
Sunday, and when we light the candle of Love, we will receive an offering for both Emmaus  
House and Abraham House.   

 
 
These special offerings have become an 
important part of our Advent worship  
experience, and we hope that you will  
join us on each of these Sundays as we 
seek to live out our calling to share the 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of Christ  
with our neighbors both here and around 
the world. 

 

World Wide Candle Lighting Service 
 
On Sunday, December 12 the first candles will be lit just west of the International Date Line and an hour 
later in the next time zone, eventually creating a 24-hour wave of light to remember all children who have 
died, no matter their age or country of origin.   
 
An area candle lighting service in memory of children who have died will be held from 6:45 to 8:00 p.m. 
on December 12 at the United Methodist Church in New Hartford.  You may bring a picture of your child 
to display during the ceremony.  If you wish to have your child’s name read, please arrive no later than 6:30 
p.m.  If you plan to attend, call Sr. Rose Troy, 724-2221.   
 
For more information, visit these websites:  www.compassionatefriends.com or 
www.dimblebyfriedelfuneralhomes.com.  

Hope House on Eagle St. in Utica 

Emmaus House in Utica 
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Advent Studies to Help Us Prepare for Christmas 
 

In preparation for the Advent Study Sessions after worship on the first three Sundays of 
this month (with a light lunch provided), I’d like to invite you to test your knowledge of 
“the Christmas Story” by taking this brief “True or False” quiz. 

 
Questions from Luke’s Account of the Birth of Jesus: 

1. Jesus was born in a manger. 
2. Mary rode a donkey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 
3. Joseph and Mary followed a star to Bethlehem. 
4. The Wise Men offered Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
5. Mary and Joseph made the trip to Bethlehem, the City of David, because 

 Herod had ordered a census, and Mary was of the family of David.  
 
Questions from Matthew’s Account of the Birth of Jesus: 

6. The Wise Men from the East brought gifts to the stable where Jesus was born. 
7. An angel told Joseph to name his son Jesus because he was the Son of God. 
8. According to Matthew, after returning from Egypt, Mary and Joseph and  
  Jesus went to Nazareth because that was their home. 
9. The genealogy of Jesus is of his mother’s line because Joseph is not his real father. 
10. Mary was already married to Joseph when he learned that she was pregnant. 

 
How did you do? If you answered “false” to every question, you get a gold star! They are all false! Here’s why: 1) Con-
trary to popular culture and all the Christmas stories, there is no mention of specifically where Jesus was born, rather 
simply that Mary gave birth and then laid him in a manger. 2) Who knows how she got there; the story doesn’t say! 3) 
Nope. There is no star in Luke’s story (ignore the picture on this page). 4) There are no Wise Men in Luke’s story; 
they’re in Matthew’s. 5) Actually, it was Caesar (the Roman Emperor) who reportedly ordered the census. 6) The Wise 
Men come to the house of Mary and Joseph well into the infancy (somewhat shy of two years old) of Jesus. 7) Actually, 
the angel told Joseph to name the baby Jesus because “he will save his people from their sins”; the name “Jesus” means, 
“The Lord saves.” 8) Matthew’s story has the Holy Family relocate to Nazareth because Joseph is afraid to continue liv-
ing in Bethlehem upon their return from Egypt. 9) Actually, the genealogy is of Joseph’s line; it’s told to establish Jesus’ 
legal parentage as the “Son of David.” 10) Mary was found to be pregnant after she had been promised in marriage to 
Joseph “but before they came together.” In the last two sessions, we’ll explore these stories in more detail. For December 
12th’s session, it would be helpful to have read Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1 and 2. For December 19th’s session, please 
read the first chapter of John’s Gospel. 
 
In preparation for our Advent Study after worship on December 5th, I invite you to read the following excerpts from the 
resource by Greg Garrett called “Reclaiming Christmas: Seeking an Alternative,” that will be the centerpiece of our dis-
cussion. If you’d like the pdf of the full study emailed to you, just let the office know. Printed copies are available from 
the office or on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

 If you feel that the celebration of Christmas—especially your celebration of Christmas—has gotten off track 
somehow, you’re not alone. In the United States and around the world, many people are seeking a Christmas 
that is more joyful, less harried, and more centered on things that truly matter—family, friends, service, God. 
Christmas as we know and celebrate it in the modern West is a relatively recent invention, depending equally 
on the church; the literary productions of Charles Dickens, Washington Irving, and Clement Moore; and the 
mercantile establishment, which early on recognized that Christmas was “a source of vast potential wealth.” 

 
So it’s worth our reviewing what Christmas has been since the time of Christ so we can see the roots of our current 
dilemma—and so we can begin seeking an alternative way to treasure the season when we celebrate Christ’s birth.  
 

(continued on page 5) 
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Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.   
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Chris & John Menard for their beautifully carved 
 pumpkins (see pictures above) which enhanced 
 worship on October 31. 
. . . Rob Kolb for leading worship while Dennis was 
 away. 
. . . Stone Church members and friends who faithfully 
 serve dinner at Hope House once a month. 
. . . Judy LaGasse for organizing the Country Pantry 
 Christmas Star program. 
. . . Lauralyn Kolb and the Mission, Stewardship and 
 Support Team for the successful Consecration 
 Sunday effort. 
. . . Dave Forbes, Nikki Reynolds, Chris Menard and 
 Donna Goodfriend for the Stone Soup  
 Storytelling Festival "Grand Meeting"  
 Breakfast 
. . . Scott Leonard for representing Stone by telling the 
 Epistle Lesson at the Community Thanksgiving 
 Service  
. . . to Bev Miller for all of her hard work organizing 
 the Shoppers Stroll in Ceil Gilbert’s absence. 
. . . and to all who worked tirelessly to make the  
 Shoppers Stroll a huge success!  
 (Next month we’ll have all the details!) 

Pumpkins in worship on Halloween 

 Chris & John Menard with some of their pumpkins 

Advent Studies (continued from page 4) 

 
If it seems next to impossi-
ble to get off the gift-
giving treadmill, you 
might think first about re-
focusing your gift giving. 
You might start by asking 
that instead of sweaters, 
ties, and DVDs this year, 
your family members con-
sider making a donation in your name to a charity 
in your community (a food bank or homeless shel-
ter, for example) or one that serves the underprivi-
leged internationally (such as Heifer Interna-
tional). Talk with your family about why you’re 
asking for such a gift, and see if they might join 
you in giving up some of the tangible presents for 
the intangible but very powerful sense of helping 
others. If your family is going to require some 
weaning from the American tradition, consider 
giving gifts from the heart, handmade if you have 
that talent, or shopping in ways that benefit real 
people instead of the shareholders of multinational 
conglomerates. Consider crafts from the two-
thirds world (what some people call the third 
world) at Ten Thousand Villages or some other 
fair-trade store or festival [or Stone Church’s 
Building Stones shop!].  
 
In the spirit of charitable giving, consider volun-
teering to help those who are alone, underprivi-
leged, or suffering at Christmas time. One of my 
favorite Christmas memories is serving Christmas 
dinner to the homeless and needy at the local Sal-
vation Army; another is of my best friend Chris 
and me gathering funds from our families to buy 
some presents and serve a Christmas dinner to a 
poor family who otherwise would have had noth-
ing. Talk to your family—or if you are alone on 
Christmas, ask around about opportunities—about 
how to make someone else’s holiday more joyful. 
There are lots of ways to enjoy family together-
ness that don’t necessarily require rapid-fire ex-
changes of gifts and speedy reunions. How might 
we connect with others, with God, with ourselves, 
in joyful anticipation of the central truth of Chris-
tianity, the occasion when God becomes human 
and lives among us? 
 

Dennis Dewey 
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Sometimes Christmas wishes come true.   
 

Written by Ewa Lawrence 
 

Our family celebrated the Christmas Eve of 1986, as always, in the traditional 
Polish manner. The feeling of togetherness in the family was very important, 
at this time, when Poland was a country behind the “Iron Curtain”. Family 
members wished each other all the joy and happiness of the season. My 
mother wished me “a great change in my life, for the better”. I did not know 
then to what an extent her wishes would come true. 
 
My life seemed to be on a certain path. As I grew up I attended two kinds of 
schools. I received “regular” schooling and a specialized and rigorous music 
education in The State School of Music. My life was busy because I attended 
simultaneously two schools, but eventually this work paid off. After my 
graduation from Wroclaw University (Special Education,, 1981), the State  

School of Music in Wroclaw (Performing Arts, Voice and Piano, 1983) and the Academy of Music in Warsaw (Music 
Education Methods, 1987) I was offered a full time job in the Music Department in the College of Education of Wroclaw 
University. Previously I taught at the University on the part time basis while holding a job at the school for mentally 
handicapped children where I conducted music therapy. This full time job offer put me on a career path as a university 
teacher. However, my destiny was to take a different course and two events were to decide that course. 
  
My grandfather, Dr Teodor Cienciala met his old friend Dr William Pyka in Warsaw in 1986 during the celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of receiving their medical diplomas. As the result of this event, my grandparents and their two 
granddaughters (I was one of them) were to visit Dr Pyka at his home in New York City during the summer of 1987. The 
second event took place in my church, the Lutheran Church in Wroclaw. There, I met Peggy Joslyn who traveled to  
Poland as a member of a group of Lutheran Church Women. She invited me to visit her and her husband, Rev. Paul  
Joslyn, during my stay in the USA. I did not know then, that one day I would call them my American Parents. The  
summer of 1987 was indeed unforgettable. Towards the end my stay I visited Paul and Peggy Joslyn in Clinton, NY. I 
had an interesting conversation with them. We talked about many subjects including my health. I required specialized 
testing which was at that time unavailable in Poland. I then decided to stay in the US. I was touched and surprised, when  
towards the end of my weekend stay, they offered me their home as my own in order to help me solve my problems. In 
time, my visa status was changed and in March of 1988, I started to work for the Utica City School District while  
receiving medical treatment. 
  
I met my future husband Tom Lawrence in May of 1988. Tom donated over  
300 books and albums about Polish Culture to the Utica College Library.  
Since he was looking for classical music performers for a “Friends of the  
Library” fund raising event, he was given my name as a potential participant.  
We met, we worked together on various committees, we got engaged in  
September of 1988, we married in July of 1989, and we settled in South  
Utica. Tom and the Joslyn family were my constant supporters during the  
long years of my serious health problems. I credit their love, as much as  
medical science, for recovery of my health. Music was my refuge as well.  
In 1996 I opened my piano studio which, in time, grew to a substantial full  
time job. I know that this path, that my life has taken, was God’s will.  
Indeed, my mother’s Christmas wish came true.     

Ewa and Tom with Ewa’s parents   
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!  As always, vol-
unteers are needed on the fourth Monday of 

each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding op-
portunity to your schedule!   
 
Sign up now in the sanctuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil 
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 

 
Brown bags for the  Brown Bag Program; individual size 
fruit cups and snacks; parsley, Italian seasonings, garlic 
powder, taco seasonings, bags of sugar-free items such as 
Splenda for baking for their diabetic guests; styrofoam 
plates or coffee cups; and brown sugar. They also have an 
ongoing need for personal hygiene items, especially soap, 
deodorant, shampoo, etc. 
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have 
perishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Light Up a Life! 
 
Join Hospice & Palliative Care this holiday season by supporting “Light Up a Life” to honor or memorialize your loved 
ones with a suggested donation of $10.  With your donation, we will place a personalized ornament on a holiday tree in 
the location of your choice in memory of your loved ones.  Visit Sangertown Mall, AmeriCU Credit Union, or Hospice 
& Palliative Care Office to participate.  For more information, call the Hospice Development Office, 735-6487. 

  
 We have a new family! 
 
 Look for tree ornaments with the needs and wants of our Christmas family.  The ornaments will adorn  
 the sanctuary Christmas tree on Sunday, December 5.  This is Stone Church’s 25th year of adopting 

families through the Neighborhood Center!  Please return gifts - unwrapped, but with tags attached -  
 by Sunday, December 19.  Be sure to join us that morning after worship for the wrapping party.   
 Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend.   

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile  
Saturday, December 4, 2010            8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591 - Franklin Avenue, Clinton NY 
 
New and past blood donors are needed.  Contact Bill Rudge at 853-6300 or Rudge44@aol.com to schedule your  
appointment.  Walk-ins are essential and will be very welcomed. 
 
Donations are being requested to help Red Cross Blood services “maintain lives” including a young Clinton Elementary 
School Student who is being treated for leukemia.  This young man has to make frequent trips to the Children’s Hospital 
at SUNY Up State Medical in Syracuse for blood transfusions, platelets, and chemotherapy. Our blood donations  
provide the needed blood for these transfusions and blood medicine products. 
  
Thank you for continuing to share “God’s Gift of Life.”  



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

The Morrill Bible Class 

Established by Dr. Albro D. Morrill Professor of Biology at Hamilton College 
 

 Professor Morrill was a deeply Christian man who kept in touch with the best in reli-
gious and theological thought. He came to Hamilton in 1892 and in less than a year, he 
started teaching an adult Bible Class at Stone Church. At first it was a mixed class of men 
and women but soon the men dropped out.  For a good many years this women’s class was a 
large and interested group. In 1908 two women, Mrs. Frances Rider and Mrs. Harriet  
Billingham, inspired by an address by Dr. Speer, then a Secretary of the Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions, decided to formally organize the class and adopt a constitution—the 
object of the class was to be a Bible Study and a business meeting would be held once a 
month.  At the time the class had thirty-seven charter members. 
 Dr. Morrill taught the class for 45 years having to give it up in 1936. Membership had 
grown to 50 - 60 members and the class was very important to the life of the church. Time 
after time when a task was needed, the pastor or officers turned to his class and they did what 
was asked of them. A year after organization, Rev. White gave them a list of 40 shut-ins to be 
remembered at Christmas. They remembered their missionary each Sunday and also took one 
month to call on every family in the church which was done and enjoyed. 

 It was much easier to call on an organized class to do things than to appoint a committee so they were often 
called on to decorate the church for Christmas or Children’s Day, or to serve and entertain at the Sunday-school picnic. 
Financially they claim that they didn’t do as much. But they did furnish money for summer conference delegates, to the 
restoration of the new tower, to the new pew cushions, and $30 a year toward the missionary Mrs. Schuyler’s salary—
their missionary at the time. 
 The Morrill Bible Class was a tower of strength to the church and only God can count the number brought to 
Christ. It was always the largest attended Sunday-school class.  When Dr. Morrill retired, two worthy successors carried 
on. The first was Miss Anna Manktelow, a retired normal school teacher, and Miss Emily Nichols, also a retired teacher, 
both who served the class many years. Later, I recall as a high school student in the 1940’s that Ruth Swartwout’s 
mother taught the class. 
 We’re not just sure when the class disbanded but we greatly appreciate the invaluable contribution Dr. Morrill 
had made to the life of this church. 
          Midge Bakos 
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Scout News 
 

 Members of Troop 9 had a fun weekend on a canoeing and camping trip in the Adirondacks Oct. 23-24.  The 
troop went canoeing and kayaking on Fourth Lake and then camped in lean-tos at Camp Russell.  
 The Troop participated in Scouting for Food on November 6 and 13.  Thanks to all for their most needed contri-
butions during these still tough economic times.  We delivered a total of 1762 food items to the Country Pantry.  The 
Good Turn was done by 7 scouts with 10 adults (leaders/parents) and 9 Cubs with 7 Adults (leaders and parents).  Dona-
tions were down everywhere. If you missed the food drive, the Food Bank will take your donations any time!   
 Troop 9 is now working with St. Pauly Textiles from Rochester maintaining a Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed, 
which is in the rear of the parking lot of the Life in Christ Family Church on Robinson Road.  Used clothing, shoes, 
purses, belts, sheets, curtains, and towels can be donated anytime.  The used clothing is given to people in need.  
  Our next Troop outing will be a trip to Clark’s Gym on Dec. 4 and the ever popular ropes course.  We are also 
preparing for our Winter Court of Honor on Dec. 14.  Merry Christmas!   
 
Yours in Scouting, Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair  
 
P.S.  Troop meetings are 7:00-8:30 PM on Tuesday nights when school is in session.  We welcome new Scouts and adults.  If you 
have a particular skill or hobby that you’d like to share, consider being a merit badge counselor for any of the more 100 merit badges 
Boy Scouts offer. 
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Musical Events for the Advent/Christmas Season  
 

♦ Choral/orchestral music of Robert Schumann in celebration of the 200th anniversary of his birth. 
   Hamilton College and Community Oratorio Society, G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Ensemble members include Ted Fondak, David Kolb, and Katrina Schell.   
 Lauralyn Kolb is one of the soloists. 
 Wellin Hall, Hamilton College.   
 Tuesday, November 30, 8:00 p.m. 
 
♦ Hamilton College Service of Lessons and Carols, with the Hamilton College Choir, G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Hamilton College Chapel.   
 Sunday, December 5, 4:00 p.m. 
 
♦ Utica Männerchor Holiday Concert. David Kolb, conductor.  
 Utica Männerchor Hall, 5535 Flanagan Rd., Marcy.   
 Friday, December 10, 7:30 p.m. 

 
♦ 24th Annual Messiah Sing.  G. Roberts Kolb, conductor.   
 Zion Episcopal Church, 140 W. Liberty St., Rome.   
 Sunday, December 19, 3:00 p.m.   

The Dewey Family Christmas Letter 
 
The year 2010 was a sad one for the Dewey family with the death in February of Dennis’ mother, the kids’ 
“Gramma Flo.” We still grieve her passing, but we know we carry her with us in our DNA and in our hearts!  
An addition to the greater Dewey entourage this year is Jesse’s girlfriend, Lexie, whose infectious laugh and 
bright humor have been a real plus. Dennis continues to enjoy being pastor of Stone Church in Clinton and Sue 
her psychotherapy practice. Dennis took groups to Israel and Scotland early in the year, and Sue continues with 
her advanced study in “internal family systems therapy.” Sue also installed replacement windows in the house! 
Jane is in her internship (at the VA in East Orange, NJ) and finishing her Ph.D. dissertation at Seton Hall. Alan 
has not been the same since Spain won the World Cup; he hopes to finish his post-doc work at Mt. Sinai and  
find a consultancy in his field of immunology. Josiah continues to build handicap accessibility constructions 
while nurse Jackie tends to the E.R.  Jesse is doing his senior year of high school full time at Mohawk Valley 
Community College and working as a cashier at the New Hartford Hannaford Supermarket. As the world  
continues to wrestle with the aftershocks of the economic crisis, natural disasters, threats of war and terrorism, 
the dislocations of digital culture, climate change and a host of other shocks natural and of our own making,  
we continue to insist that the Good News is good news, that the message of the angel is as fresh now as it was 
2000 years ago, “Be not afraid.” We continue to hope and work for peace on earth and justice for all people.                               
 
Deepeace,  
 
The Deweys 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to 

our prayer list or would like to receive 

the prayer list for daily prayer, please 

contact the church office at 853-2933 

or stonepres@verizon.net or Sarah 

Rosenstein at 859-1037 or 

sprosens@hamilton.edu.  Please note 

that we will remove names after six 

weeks if we haven’t received an update or request to 

keep them on.  

 
Victims of Pakistan’s floods 
Lori Sherwood 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Kurt Whittemore 
Marius Thomassen 
Ginny Francis and family 
Rosalie Lauber 
Lisa Hyatt 
The Machold Family 
Will 
Barbara Wallace 
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Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

December Birthdays 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 
7 - Scott Miller 
  Peter Jensen 
8 - Mark Whittemore 
12 - Cecilia Hwangpo 
15 - Judy McDonough 
16 - Coralie Cookenham 
17 - Lynn Hall 
  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 
18 - Andrew Bering 
19 - Tiffany Fletcher 
 - Joyce Wilbur 
  

21 - Matthew Fletcher  
23 - Gil Adams 
24 - Mildred Schell 
25 - Tim LaFont 
28 - Wilma Lawson 
30 - Peter Christeler 

Remember those serving our country! 
 
Kurt Whittemore is currently stationed in Afghanistan.   
 
His address: Corporal Whittemore, Kurt, G 

 MWHS-3 DET A (G-2) 
 UNIT 41007 FPO-AP 96427-100 
 

Please consider sending him a note or holiday card and 
be sure to keep him in your thoughts and prayers. 

Did you know . . . ? 
 
. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  
 available every Sunday?  Check with an 
 usher. 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary?  Check with an usher. 
. . . that Stone Church is completely handicapped  
 accessible?  Please ask for help when using 
 either the ramp or the elevator. 

wwwstonepres.org  
 

If you have pictures or features you would like to  
include in the Stone Church website, please contact 
Ceil Gilbert at 853-8289 or at ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

Staff Support 
 
Because of the flat line cost of living and the unfriendly 
condition of the economy, the Session is looking at 
maintaining the current compensation levels for staff 
for the next year. We would, however, like to express 
our support for their work in this holiday season with a 
monetary gift. If you are interested in donating to this 
staff recognition effort, please see Scott Leonard or 
Lora Schilder. 

What do Presbyterians believe…? 
 
Ever wondered?  If you have access to the internet, just 
go to http://www.pcusa.org/today/believe/believe.htm 
and you can find out! 



 

Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Shelly Coe Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the January  
issue of the newsletter is  
Wednesday, December 15. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-
2951, with articles for submission.   
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Newsletter collators 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum,  
And Trudi Christeler.  

 Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, pink, white or  
 variegated poinsettias, provided this year by Norma’s Blooms, are $12 for a 6” pot or $20 for an 8” pot.  
 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church office with a check  
 made out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The deadline for 
 ordering is Sunday, December 5.  Questions?  Call Grace Whittemore, 853-6652, or Peggy Weldon,  
 853-2933. 
 

  ============================================================================== 
  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 
               
               
   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 
                 

        or 
  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 
 
  

 Amount enclosed _____________________________ 
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Merry Christmas from the Deweys   
(see Christmas letter on page 9) 


