
  
                  The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
       Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

 

                The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                           engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

                           as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
 

  

        December 2011December 2011  

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

                                                                                                                                                                                                Worship at Stone in DecemberWorship at Stone in December  
  

December 4, 2011  December 4, 2011  -- 2 2ndnd Sunday of Advent  Sunday of Advent –– LOVE  LOVE –– The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 40:1-11 – Comfort my people.    

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 – a prayer for the restoration of God’s people 

2 Peter 3:8-15a – A thousand years are as a day to God.   

Mark 1:1-8 – John the Baptist appears.                                                                                  

 
  

            

                                                                                                          

day,  
 

December 11, 2011  December 11, 2011  -- 3 3rdrd Sunday of Advent  Sunday of Advent –– JOY JOY  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 – David’s house is to be everlasting. 

Luke 1:47-55 – The Magnificat     

Luke 1:26-38 – The Annunciation   
  

    

December 18, 2011 December 18, 2011 --  4  4thth Sunday of Advent   Sunday of Advent  ––  PEACE  PEACE    

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 – The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. 

Psalm 126  – a prayer for a harvest of joy 

1 Thess. 5:16-24 – The God of peace will be with you.                                

John 1:1-28 – John declares his mission.                                     
    

  

Wednesday, December 21, 2011, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 21, 2011, 7:00 p.m. –– Blue Christmas Service Blue Christmas Service  
This is a special service of prayer, silence, candlelight designed especially 

for those for whom the over-the-top cheeriness of the season is painful 

because of the loss of a loved one or some other hardship. 

  
  

Saturday, December 24, 2011, 7:00 p.m. Saturday, December 24, 2011, 7:00 p.m. –– Christmas Eve Christmas Eve  
The Stone Choir and  Scripture by Heart Storytellers lead  

us in a celebration of the Word-made-flesh—a  candlelight  

service of story, music and sacrament. 

  
  

December 25, 2011 December 25, 2011 -- Christmas Day  Christmas Day   

We worship with lessons and carols and an intimate experience of the 

Lord’s Supper to celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world.                                                                                       
                                                                                   

TThursday, December 8, 2011, 7:00 p.m. –––––––– Taizé Worship 
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Advent Anticipation 
 
I think of preaching as conversation, and so I don’t publish my sermons because they  
are seldom written word for word. But I thought I would reconstruct my sermon from  
the First Sunday of Advent as so many of our people were away for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday, that few heard it! 
 
I began by playing a clip of Carly Simon singing the song (Pat Joseph reminds me)  
that the Heinz Company used a few years ago to promote their slow-flowing, 
worth-the-wait ketchup: “Anticipation.” 

 
We can never know about the days to come 
But we think about them anyway, 
And I wonder if I'm really with you now 
Or just chasing after some finer day. 
Anticipation is keeping me late,  
It’s making me wait. 

 

Ambrose Bierce criticized those who used the word “anticipate” to mean “expect.” He wrote:  “To anticipate is to act on 
an expectation in a way to promote or forestall the event expected.” But language changes, much to the dismay of pur-
ists. And I think that Carly Simon captures something of the flavor of anticipation as we have popularly come to think of 
it: that bittersweet quality of it, that sense of longing for something about which there can only be uncertainty, a simulta-
neous desire for the unfolding unknown of the future and perhaps a pinch of dread about it as well. She concludes her 
love song about longing by pledging NOT to live in anticipation, but rather to remain in the here and now because “these 
are the good old days.” 
 
One of my strongest emotional memories from childhood is of Christmas night in my 10th year of life. Christmas Day 
had happened as perfectly as a child’s Christmas can happen. I had woken early, had charged headlong downstairs with 
my younger brothers and sisters, I had torn into unwrapping my presents, and had spent a much too-short day blissfully 
at play with my new toys—interrupted interminably by the nuisance of Christmas dinner before I could return to the 
sheer ecstasy of reveling in the spirit of the day until a much too early bedtime. I lay in bed, too excited to sleep. And 
then the notion drifted in my little head that it would be another 365 days till Christmas rolled around again! 
 
I was filled with such a melancholy sadness that I began to weep, to sob so inconsolably that my need for comfort even-
tually overcame my embarrassment at such a display at the advanced age of ten, and I made my way downstairs to the 
world of still-awake adults, climbed into my mother’s lap and confessed my anguish, its reason and my shame at carry-
ing on so. Such is the dread side of anticipation. 
 
But cosmologists with their string theories today tell us that time exists at once, that our sense of its movement only in 
one direction is akin to our ability to perceive only three dimensions of space and not the eleven that they believe exist in 
deep reality. The poet T. S. Elliot, wrote about our sense of time’s passage in  “Burnt Norton,” the first of his “Four 
Quartets”:  

 
Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in time future, 
And time future contained in time past. 
If all time is eternally present 
All time is unredeemable. 
What might have been is an abstraction 

 

That door leads to a garden and the scene that follows leads Elliot to reflection on time and how the present, not the fu-

ture or past, is what really matters. 

Pastor’s Corner (continued on page 5) 

Remaining a perpetual possibility 
Only in a world of speculation. 
What might have been and what has been 
Point to one end, which is always present. 
Footfalls echo in the memory 
Down the passage which we did not take 
Towards the door we never opened… 

And tomorrow we might not be together; 
I'm no prophet and I don't know nature's ways, 
So I'll try and see into your eyes right now 

And stay right here 'cause these are the good old days. 
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Special Advent Offerings 
 
Once again we will be celebrating Advent by taking a special offering during each of 
the four Sunday services.  When we light the candle of Hope on the first Sunday of 
Advent, we will again receive an offering for Hope House.  

 
The candle of Love is lit on the second  
Sunday, and on that day we will receive  
an offering for the Emmaus House.   
 
The Christmas Joy Offering will again be  
received when we light the Joy candle on the  
third Sunday, and when we light the candle  
of Peace, we will receive an offering for local  
chapter of Habitat For Humanity. 
 

These special offerings have become an important part of our Advent worship experience,  
and we hope that you will join us on each of these Sundays as we seek to live out our calling  
to share the Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace of Christ with our neighbors both here and around  
the world. 

Hope House on Eagle St. in Utica 

Emmaus House in Utica 

Helping Hurting People Cope with the Holidays 

Blue Christmas Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Brightly wrapped packages, Christmas trees, holiday parties, holly and the scent of pine, unend-
ing upbeat carols in shops and malls, visits from friends and family, baking and cooking, food 
everywhere--and the awed, hushed joy of welcoming a tiny Infant to our world and our hearts--
these are the images and memories of Christmas most of us celebrate and treasure. But for some 
people at this time of year, the cheerfulness of the likes of “Joy to the World” is hard to hear. 
 
Each year some people--the grieving, the lonely, the hopeless—dread the approach of the holi-
day season. They have no heart for the cheer and the bustle, the anticipation and the excitement. 
Across the country many congregations recognize the struggles that grieving people often face  

during the holidays. And so this year will Stone Church as we offer an opportunity for those who have difficulty with 
cheerfulness this holiday season. 
 
Our quiet, gentle candlelight service at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 21, coincides with Winter Solstice—the 
darkest day of the year. But the service will provide support for those who are struggling and offer the consolation of the 
good news of coming of the light that offers hope, healing and wholeness. 
 

Adapted from a piece by Laura Wasson Warfel at http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1361 

Getting to Know the Christmas Story – December 18 at CUMC 
 

The “Scripture By Heart” storytellers from Stone Church will present an event open to the whole Greater Clinton called 
"Getting to Know the Christmas Story: An Adventure in Interactive Storytelling" at Clinton United Methodist Church on 
Sunday afternoon, December 18 from 4:00 to 5:30. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
We will explore how storytelling worked in the ancient world of the Bible and focus on how the Christmas story from 
the Gospel of Luke might have been heard in its original context—its historical and cultural setting. We’ll also work at 
learning and telling the story by heart together. This unique way of “making the season bright” by grounding it in story 
will be a fun experience, an adventure in story. 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

 Rev. Howard C Adams--Sixteenth Pastor from Sept. 23, 1962 – July 16, 1967 
 

Recently we received word from Rev. Adams’ son-in-law and our friends the Poppelbaums 
that Howard died on Wednesday September 28, 2011. Three weeks earlier Howard and “Liz” 
had celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary. Howard kept in touch with us over the years 
and I want to share some of his memories with you. 
 
But first let’s give you a little background. Howard received his college education at North-
western, seminary training at Colgate-Rochester Divinity, and graduate work from Columbia 
and Rutgers. He was ordained in 1958 by the Geneva-Lyons Presbytery. He came to us in 
1962 from the Palmyra Western Presbyterian Church where for a term served as Moderator of 
the Presbytery of Geneva-Lyons. Sometime later he would earn his PhD in English from Penn 
State. 
  
In a communication from Howard in 2003, he wrote “I was pastor of Stone Church from 1962 
to 1967 and it was one of the happiest times of my life…most of all we enjoyed the church—a 
warm and welcoming body of Christians with a commitment to mission…one of the richest 
parts of the program for me was the sermon discussions after worship.”  I might add that they 
were well attended and popular with the congregation. 

 
During Rev. Adams’s tenure the large walnut wooden cross was erected directly behind the pulpit to fill that empty 
space. Also Howard started the first newsletter and he wrote in his letter of 2007, “The secretary and I sort of fumbled 
our way through it each month.”  I think Howard was being modest because the newsletter gained in popularity. In that 
same letter Howard congratulated us for the The Corner Stone indicating that “it was well written, well edited, well 
proof-read, and well laid-out. Certainly it is one of the best church news letters I have seen—and perhaps one of the best 
in the country…” 

 
His decision to become a professor at Frostburg State College in Maryland didn’t come lightly. 
He wrote is his 2007 letter, “After discussion and prayer, we decided not to go, but in the interval 
between writing the letter and mailing it, we received a second letter offering Liz a position in the 
history department. It felt like the Holy Spirit. We went. I got to teach Milton and 17th Century 
Literature—both laden with theology—as well as the Bible as Literature.”  He goes on to say that 
while in Maryland he served small Presbyterian churches as a part time interim, and for the next 
fifteen years Howard was choir director for the Presbyterian Church in Cumberland, MD. The 
move turned out to be a wonderful opportunity for Howard and Liz to utilize their talents. 

 
In 1998 soon after retiring, Howard and Liz moved to Omaha to be near family. Howard kept  
busy serving as pastoral associate at the Presbyterian Church of the Cross in Omaha, singing in  
the choir, teaching two ongoing Bible courses, and occasionally preaching. But when their  
daughter Wendy (an MD) moved to Madison, WI, they went along. There he joined the Covenant Church and offered a 
six-week course in “Bach and the Music of Lent.”  Few of us in Clinton were aware of Howard’s lifelong passion for  
music and singing—with a special love for the sacred music of J.S. Bach. 

 
Howard was definitely a “people person” and no matter who you were he made a connection that made you feel special. 
Instead of a memorial service, a music recital was planned.  Can’t you picture him singing with the “angels”?! 
 
          Midge Bakos     
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Rev. Howard Adams as 
we remember him 

Rev. Adams in his  
senior years 
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Elliot contends that, while memory connects us to the past, that past is not capable of being changed. The poem transitions 
from memory of the past to the realities of existence, and from that to an exploration of  timelessness and eternity, on the 
nature of time in relation to salvation, emphasizing the present moment, and the need to be in that present completely. 
 

I dare say that there is more than a pinch of dread in the “Little Apocalypse” of Mark 13 that was our today’s telling of the 
Gospel! Apocalyptic is a genre of scripture that arises in times of dire suffering and persecution. The two “apocalyptic” 
books in our Bible are Daniel and Revelation—the first composed in a time when the Jews were being slaughtered by the 
Seleucid monarch, Antiochus Epiphanes IV, and the other composed in the wake of the persecution of Christians by Nero 
and Domician. 
 

Like Ebenezer Scrooge, knees knocking at the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, we quake at the church’s 
memory of how Jesus described what is to come—it is imagery worthy of the most sophisticated computer generated 
graphic horror that state-of-the-art Hollywood could muster! 
 

Just two short years after that ten-year-old Christmas sorrow, at the ripe age of 12, I came home from Junior Choir  
rehearsal thinking that I would not wake up in the morning as President Kennedy faced off against Nikita Khrushchev over 
missiles in Cuba. 
 

But back to the present for a moment. Because dread of the future begins here, doesn’t it? And we remember Jesus’ teach-
ing in the Sermon on the Mount: “Do not worry about tomorrow. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 
 

In this Advent Season, I make myself remember that whatever psychological challenge I may face, whatever minor depres-
sion may seep into my life, whatever challenge seems to me at the moment to be overwhelming, I need to be embarrassed 
at how these things pale alongside the troubles of a mother in Cambodia whose children have been swept away in a flood, 
the grinding desperation of the vast numbers of poor who share this planet, the child who is left on his own when his  
parents are gunned down by the drug cartel, the wife whose husband has left her financially and emotionally destitute after 
half a lifetime. 
 

“There will be in those days such suffering as the world has never seen since the creation of the earth that God created  
until now, no, and never will be,” laments Jesus. (It’s worth noting that nowhere in this “little apocalypse” are we told all 
the calamity foretold is instigated by God. In fact, the only mention of God’s action is the assurance that God will cut short 
the time of suffering out of concern and compassion.) 
 

As we enter the new liturgical year on this First Advent Sunday, we know ourselves to be people in between—people who 
are called by Christ to live between “the already” and “the not yet,” trusting in the grace, mercy and peace of the God who 
created, redeemed and sustains us, to face that future not with fear, but with hope; to live each present moment as a gift to 
savor and relish and celebrate; to work as Christ’s people for those who cannot imagine in their present condition such joy, 
such delight, such pleasure and comfort; to be expectant people, with the kind of anticipation that, while celebrating that 
these are, indeed, the good old days, yet better days are to come in God’s future. 
 

The word, “apocalypse” comes from Greek roots that mean “from undercover”—that is, entailing a revealing, the pulling 
back the veil from what is hidden. A friend sent me a video clip that my family used as part of our Thanksgiving dinner 
prayer.  It’s by Louie Schwartsberg, Founder of Blacklight Films, an award-winning cinematographer who is currently in 
production with National Geographic to produce a 3D Imax film celebrating the mystery of what our eyes cannot see 
called “Hidden Worlds.” The elderly man whose voiceover Schwartzberg uses in the last five minutes of the clip suggests 
that living a life of hope and gratitude requires simply that we open our eyes to the revelation all around us. 
 

I concluded this sermon with a showing of those last five minutes of  Schwartzberg’s clip as an invitation to an Advent of 
anticipation in which the hidden is revealed in the everyday, right here, right now. Let me invite you to make this experi-
ence part of your Advent anticipation by going to  http://tedxtalks.ted.com/video/TEDxSF-Louie-Schwartzberg-Grati 
and viewing it. I wish you an Advent of advantageous anticipation and a joyous Christmas! 
 
                                                                                                                  Deepeace, 

Pastor’s Corner (continued from page 2) 
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Storytellers Out and About 
 
The storytellers continue to be busy!  The storytellers conducted the service on November 13 when 
Dennis was on vacation with Katrina Schell performing a story from Judges on Deborah, Pat Joseph 
doing Psalm 123, Donna Goodfriend from Thessalonians, and Scott Leonard on the Parable of Talents 
from Matthew.   
 
Later that afternoon Donna and Scott did a two-hour storytelling workshop at Whitesboro Presbyterian 
Church as they venture doing storytelling in their church.  The attendees all learned the birth story of 
Jesus as told in Luke—though they also heard the version from Matthew, including the genealogy!   
 
Back in August Beverly Sullivan from Stone Church called Scott Leonard and said as a resident at Masonic Care Wiley 
Hall she had never had an opportunity to hear our storytelling.  So on November 20 Dennis Dewey, Dave Forbes, David 
Kolb, Donna Goodfriend, Pat Joseph, Sherry Robinson, and Scott Leonard performed various biblical stories for Bev and 
fifteen of her fellow residents.  As we left we heard one resident say to another, “You should have come—they made 
stories from the Bible come to life!”   
 
The storytellers will be going back to Masonic Care at 2:00 p.m. on December 17 for the residents at the Health Care 
Pavilion. 
 
Meanwhile we continue to do stories regularly at our weekly church service.   
 
So spreads the Word! 
Scott Leonard 

“Scripture By Heart” Storytellers from Stone Church present a program of biblical stories at the Masonic Home in  
November. Clockwise: Scott Leonard, Donna Goodfriend, Dave Forbes, Sherry Robinson, Pat Joseph, David Kolb. 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church members and friends who faithfully serve dinner each month at 
Hope House.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth  
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding opportunity to your schedule!   
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 
 
FOOD - Kitchen Bouquet or Gravy Master, granulated 
garlic, electric kitchen knife, taco seasoning mix, plas-
tic grocery bags (not the small ones) 
 
PERSONAL HYGIENE - soap, deodorant, shampoo, 
conditioner, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, 
shaving cream, feminine hygiene products 
 
CHRISTMAS: 
MEN - hats, gloves, scarves, calendars, hand warmers, 
treats, aftershave lotion 
 
WOMEN - hats, gloves, scarves, calendars, treats,  
cologne 
 
CHILDREN - hats, gloves or mittens, scarves, coloring 
books and crayons, new books, treats 
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have 
perishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Thank you notes 
 
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 

small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . .  

. . . Judy LaGasse for organizing the Christmas Star 
 Program. 
. . . Rob Kolb for leading worship in Dennis’ absence. 
. . . Chris and John Menard for their intricately carved 
 pumpkins which enhanced worship in October. 
. . . Lauralyn Kolb, Patricia Joseph, and the Mission, 
 Stewardship, Support Team for the successful  
 Consecration Sunday effort. 
. . . to all who worked tirelessly to make the Shoppers 
 Stroll a huge success! 
. . . the Stone Storytellers for leading worship in  
 November and for taking storytelling to the 
 Masonic Home. 
. . . Sue and Dave Forbes for producing the website and 
 pocket cards for next year's "Village Storytelling 
 Festival." 
. . . the staff of Stone Church for another year of  
 faithful service. 
. . . The volunteers who are making the Building Stones   
 Mission Shoppe a community reality. 

In Honor Of or In Memory Of . . .  
 
Does anyone in your family or among your friends know how honored you would be to have Stone Church receive a 
“remembrance gift” in your name? 
 
Each of us has experienced a blessing in the spiritual life of Stone Church.  When we enter the sanctuary, there are  
reminders: 

♦ the chalice was given in memory of Alice Ellinwood;  
♦ the baptismal font was given by the Torrey family for Harriet Kennedy Torrey;  
♦ the Bristol family, Sally Nipe, and over 20 families made possible the restoration of the stained glass windows;  
♦ the dining room tables and chairs are from the Bare family in memory of Sybil Green; 
♦ and opening a hymnal you may read “given by Sylvia and Larry Poppelbaum September 9, 1990.” 

 
An opportunity to suggest a “best gift” recognition - birthday, anniversary, baby, job, graduation, retirement - might be 
to contribute to your Memorial Fund at Stone Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323.  Gifts have begun 
at $5. 
 
Memorial Committee 
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Scout News  
                                                                                                                                                    
For November Clinton Troop 9 teamed up with Clinton Cub Scout Pack 9 to participate in the Boy Scouts of America 
annual Good Turn for America Scouting for Food Drive the first two weekends in November. Over 1000 reminder tags 
were distributed on November 5 and our scouts alone collected over 2000 food items on November 12!  The goal had 
been to exceed the ~1700 food items collected last year for the Food Pantry.  Overall, the Country Pantry received close 
to 6800 food items from Scouting for Food!  Troop 9 spent their November 15th scout meeting to aid the Pantry to 
count, sort, and move all the items in time for the next food distribution and get everything back in order.  Thank you to 
everyone for your generosity, particularly in these continuing tough economic times. 
 
Also in November the scouts took a hike in Brookfield on November 5 after distributing the reminder tags and on No-
vember 12 after the food collection the scouts worked on orienteering and geo caching in the Root Glen at Hamilton Col-
lege. 
 
The troop also elected new leaders and three of our Life Scouts continue to work on their Eagle projects, including doing 
the write-ups.   
 
Just as a reminder our scouts and their families take turns maintaining a clothing shed on Robinson Road in Clinton. 
During this holiday season, and the inevitable winter that will, please consider donating clothing for those less fortunate. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Submitted by Cathy Axel, Troop 9 Committee Members  

Highlights of the November 14, 2011 
Session Meeting 
 
♦ Session records were reviewed by the Presbytery, 
without error, on November 5. 

♦ Session voted to accept the Treasurer’s report. 
♦ Session voted to engage Barbara Owens as the agent 
to begin the sale of the manse. 

♦ Advent offerings were approved for the following: 
 Hope House, Habitat for Humanity, Emmaus 
 House, Christmas Joy. 
♦ Session voted to approve a concert, given by the stu-
dents of Lauralyn Kolb and Ewa Lawrence, to benefit 
the Presbyterian Home Parkinsons’ Unit.  

♦ Frank Tocco of the Neighborhood Center will speak 
after worship on December 11. 

♦ Plans are being made for a “Blue Christmas” service. 
♦ The Property Committee reported that the new ramp 
is complete and the soffit has been repaired. 

♦ Session approved a 2% increase for all church staff 
for 2012.  

♦ Plans continue for the Village Storytelling Festival 
on June 9.  A marketing person is needed. 

♦ A Presbytery meeting is scheduled for November 15 
at Springfield Presbyterian Church. 

  

 We have a new family! 
 
 Look for tree ornaments with the needs and wants 
of our Christmas family.  The ornaments will 
adorn the sanctuary Christmas tree on Sunday, 
December 4.  This is Stone Church’s 26th year 
of adopting families through the Neighborhood 

Center!   

 

 Please return gifts - unwrapped, but with tags  
 attached - by Sunday, December 18.  Be sure to 
join us that morning after worship for the wrap-
ping party.   
 
 Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend.   
 
 Also, please join us after worship on Sunday,  
 December 11 for a light lunch and informational 
talk by Frank Tocco about Operation Sunshine.  
You may be surprised at the inclusiveness of the 
Christmas family adoption process. 
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Shoppers Stroll 2011 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
Lori Sherwood 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Marius Thomassen 
Rosalie Lauber 
Barbara Stockbridge 
Family of Nancy Shaw 
Steve Zuchowski, Sr.  
 and Family 
Kathleen Putney 
Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  
Carolyn Barnum and Family 
Donna Marie and Toby Todd 
Jennifer, Zach and Emma 

December Birthdays 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 
7 - Scott Miller 
  Peter Jensen 
8 - Mark Whittemore 
12 - Cecilia Hwangpo 
15 - Curt Miller 
  Judy McDonough 
17 - Lynn Hall 
  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 
18 - Andrew Bering 
19 - Tiffany Fletcher 
 - Joyce Wilbur 
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21 - Matthew Fletcher  
23 - Gil Adams 
  Mollie Arnal 
24 - Mildred Schell 
25 - Tim LaFont 
28 - Wilma Lawson 
30 - Peter Christeler  

Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, pink, or  
 marble poinsettias, provided this year by Norma’s Blooms, are $12 for a 6 1/2” pot with 5-7 blooms.   
 Also available are red, white, pink, or red/white combo at $22 for an 8” pot with 12-15 blooms.    
 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  
 out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   
 is Sunday, December 11.  Questions?  Call Grace Whittemore, 853-6652, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 
 

  ============================================================================== 
  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 
               

               
   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 
                 
        or 
  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 
 
  

 Amount enclosed _____________________________ 

Peter Fay and Family 
Kathleen Putney 
Stan Shinkle 
Don Black, Judy Black 
Lisa Hyatt 
The Machold Family 
Sarah Ziegler 
Menard Family 
Liz Adams and Family 
Doris Locke 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 
 



Newsletter team 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, and Bev Miller who have collated, 
folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone for you! 
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                                        December 2011 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
      

 

 

 

     

5:45p Daisy  
   Scouts 
 

   

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9a Choir 
 
10:30a Worship 
 
2p Storytelling-
Presby. Home 
 
4p Lessons & 
Carols-Hamilton 
College  

 

 

 

6:30p Bennett 
workshop 

7a VSF Program 

 

9a WEP meeting 

 

 

7p VSF meeting 
 

7p Boy   
   Scouts 

 10a Presbytery 
Worship Team  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Taizé     
   worship 
 
 

   

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9a Choir        
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:30a Deacons 
 

Poinsettia  
order deadline 
 

Luncheon with 
speaker 
 

  

 

 

 

7p Session 

 

  

 

 

 

7p Boy        
   Scouts 
 

  

  
   
 

  
 
 
 
 
5:45p Daisy  
   Scouts 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 10a-1p Lay 
Academy 
 

2p Storytellers 
at Masonic 
Home 
 

3:30 Bird Club 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9a Choir        
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:30 Gift 
wrapping 
 

4p “Telling the 
Christmas 
Stories”– CUMC 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

7p Boy   
   Scouts 

  

  

  

 7p Blue 
Christmas 
service 

  

 

 

    

 

 

7p Christmas 
Eve 

25 26 27 28  29 30  31  
Merry 

Christmas!!! 
 

9a Choir        
 

10:30a Worship 
 

 

 

 Church office 
closed 

 

3p Hope House 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Treasurer: Shelly Coe Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the January issue 
of the newsletter is Wednesday, 
December 21. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-
2951, with questions or comments.   

Light Up a Life! 
 
Join Hospice & Palliative Care this holiday season by support-
ing “Light Up a Life” to honor or memorialize your loved ones 
with a suggested donation of $10.  With your donation, we 
will place a personalized ornament on a holiday tree in the 
location of your choice in memory of your loved ones.  Visit 
Sangertown Mall, AmeriCU Credit Union, or Hospice & Pal-
liative Care Office to participate.  For more information, call 
the Hospice Development Office, 735-6487. 




