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            Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green                               
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  February 2010 

WORSHIP AT STONE IN FEBRUARY 

 
February 7, 2010 – Boy Scout Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Exodus 20:1-7 –  The Ten Commandments 
Psalm 1 – Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked. 
Philippians 4:8-9 – Paul gives advice to live by. 
Matthew 5:1-12 – The Beatitudes 
The Boy Scouts lead us in a service of worship with the help of Scott Leonard and other scout 
leaders.  

                              

  Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. – Taizé 
A meditative, candlelight service of prayer, scripture, chant and silence; the labyrinth will be avail-
able before and after the service for those who wish to use it for meditation. 

 

February 14, 2010 – Transfiguration Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
Exodus 34:29-35 – Moses’ face shines after encountering God on Sinai.  
Psalm 99 – A song of praise for God’s holiness 
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2 – Our faces are unveiled as we are transformed. 
Luke 9:28-36 – The transfiguration of the Lord 
Sermon – On Having Brilliant Faith – Jesus said that we are to let our light 
shine that others may see the good we do and glorify God because of it. We are 
called to a brilliant faith, to be shining examples in a dark, fearful world. 

 

February 17, 2010 – Ash Wednesday 

A 7:00 p.m. candlelight service of prayer and silence with the 
“imposition of ashes”— a first step together on the Lenten  
journey to the cross and empty tomb. 

 

February 21, 2010 – First Sunday in Lent 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 – An ancient creed of Israel 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 – An assurance of God’s protection 
Romans 10:8b-13 – We confess with our lips and believe in our hearts. 
Luke 4:1-13 – The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness 
Sermon – On Being Lenten – Lent is a season of discipline for discipleship—a time to take 
the measure of what we confess with our lips, believe in our hearts, and seek to live out in 
our lives. 

 

February 28, 2010 – Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 – The covenant with Abraham 
Psalm 27 - Hymn #179 – God Is My Strong Salvation 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 – We are citizens of heaven. 
Luke 13:31-35 – Jesus laments Jerusalem’s failure at peace. 
Sermon – On Being Resident Aliens – Jesus was in the world but not of the world.  
The same might well be said of us, his followers. We are citizens of another reality,  
sojourning for a time here, but with an identity stamped on us by our baptism that  
keeps us from adopting the values of our culture uncritically. 
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Walking on Holy Ground 
 
By the time you read this edition of The Corner Stone, I’ll be somewhere in 
Galilee. I remember my initial glimpse of the Sea of Galilee on my first  
trip to the “Holy Land” in the early 1980s. Approaching from the South, our  
motor coach crested a hill, and there it was before my very eyes—with  

motorboats and water skiers on it?!? I don’t know what I was expecting— 
maybe a world freeze-framed in 26 A.D.?  Among the most popular  
destinations for Christian pilgrim/tourists is Israel/Palestine. This has been  
so since at least the 4th  Century of our era. The Canadian-American song-
writer, Geoffrey O'Hara, undertook such a pilgrimage in the first quarter of the last century and wrote a song, later popu-
larized by Pat Boone (among others), “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked.” Even as a kid, I thought this song was 
much too saccharine-drippy-sentimental with its quaint lyrics and its tight harmony reminiscent of a barbershop quartet. 
(Turns out O’Hara wrote a considerable number of barbershop repertoire chestnuts!) 
 

I walked today where Jesus walked, /In days of long ago. 
I wandered down each path He knew, /With reverent step and slow. 
Those little lanes, they have not changed, / A sweet peace fills the air. 
I walked today where Jesus walked, /And felt Him close to me. 

 
As a knee-jerk sentimentalist who harbors a deep mistrust of sentimentalism, I am often not moved by the things that 
move others and find myself instead moved by things others find off-putting. Case in point: Jerusalem’s “Garden 
Tomb”—what I would describe as a tourist “mini-theme park” that is a well-maintained, lovely garden setting. The site, 
popular with Western tourists, has little archeological significance and virtually no likelihood of being anywhere near the 
place where Jesus was actually buried, yet is for many Christian tourists the culmination of a visit to the Holy Land. I, 
however, much prefer the chaos of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher—a hodge-podge of ancient constructions and addi-
tions very likely built over the hill on which Jesus was crucified and the tomb in which he was laid (which John’s gospel 
identified as being “in the place where Jesus was crucified”). Many are put off by its smells and bells, the “ostentatious” 
adornments so common in the Orthodox tradition, the press of Christian pilgrims who look “foreign,” the soup of smells 
and sights and sounds that seem to bear no connection to the childhood flannel board images through which many came 
to imagine and know and love “sweet Jesus.” But I find this phantasmagoria to be a rich tapestry, a continuous witness 
over the ages, the tumultuous devotion of the faithful, who for centuries have chanted, “Alleluia!” 
 
What O’Hara’s sugary lyrics fail to take into account, of course, is that “where Jesus walked” is actually about 20 feet 
below the present-day street level. Cosmic dust and erosion have added about a foot each century. We know that we 
can’t go back in time; it seems we can’t even literally go to the place either! Perhaps there is some wisdom in the sober 
theology of our Reformed tradition, which has ever eschewed the term “Holy Land.” Calvin would say (with the Psalm-
ist), “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” The whole of God’s creation is holy. No specific place is made 
holy by its history. 
 
When Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law and led them to the base of Mt. Sinai, he found God in a burning 
bush and was instructed to take off his shoes because the place on which he was standing was “holy ground.” But it was 
holy because God was about to enter into a relationship with Moses there, not because its sand was any more special 
than all the sands of that peninsula. I go to the “Holy Land” knowing that God is less interested in our attempt to “walk 
today where Jesus walked” than to follow today where Jesus is walking—to tell the story and do the work, to talk the 
talk and walk the walk. While I am looking forward to telling the stories on the sites near which they happened,  I am 
also looking forward to getting back home with you, my partners in ministry, to tell the stories in the places where the 
Lord is walking now!                  
         Deepeace,                                                           
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Not Just for Church Leaders 

Adult Education Breakfasts on Sunday, February 21 and March 7 
 

- What do Presbyterians believe about the sacraments? 

- How come Catholics and Methodists say “trespasses” 

     but Presbyterians and Baptists say “debts”? 

- Why does the Session set the church’s budget instead of the congregation? 

- Can the congregation tell the pastor what to preach? 

- How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb? 

 
 For the answer to the last question, ask Hal Rance. 

 
For answers to the others (and many, many more questions), join your friends for breakfast discussion groups led by the 
pastor at 8:00 a.m. on Sundays, February 21 and March 7. This two-part series is called “Not For Church Leaders Only.” 
It’s intended to be training for our officers-elect (elders and deacons), a refresher for those who are “re-upping” for  
another term, and just plain fun and learning for all others interested in what it means to be a member of the family of 
Christians known as “Presbyterian.” 
 
All officers-elect are asked to attend these two orientations. If unable, you are requested to contact the pastor to make 
alternative plans for officer training. But, as the title suggests, it’s not just officer training! This two-part event will  
provide an excellent opportunity to get questions answered and to share your views about our church theology, tradi-
tions, government and practices. 
 
Please email the church office (stonepres@verizon.net) or speak with the pastor if you’d like to attend so that we can 
prepare the right amount of breakfast!  

Singing Our Faith: A Lenten Learning Experience  
 
“Amazing Grace” was written by a repentant slaves ship captain. The 
tune that we know as “America the Beautiful” was actually first known 
as “O Mother Dear, Jerusalem.” The wonderful thanksgiving hymn, 
“Now Thank We All Our God” was after the plague and the 30 Years’ 
War had destroyed most of a community in which its author lived. 
 
Lent is a time for focusing our attention on our journey of faith. The 
hymns we sing in worship help to shape our faith in significant ways. 
This year our Lenten study opportunity is led by our Director of Music, 
G. Roberts Kolb, and the Pastor as we take a closer look at the hymns of 
our faith—where they come from, who wrote them, why they “work” 
both as lyrics and musical setting, what they say about God and the life 
of discipleship. 
 

This interactive, singing “study” will provide us with good fellowship and enriching learning as we sing (or just listen) 
together. 
 
We’ll begin with a potluck supper at 6:00 and start the program at 6:45 on three Thursdays in Lent:  February 18 and 
March 4 & 18. 
 
Please take advantage of this opportunity as a simple Lenten disciple to help learn and grow as together we “sing our 
faith.” 



Highlights of the January 11, 2010  
Session Meeting  
 
♦ Discussed chapter 8 of the book Unbinding the 

Gospel by Martha Grace Reese 
♦ Reviewed the treasurer’s report as submitted 
♦ Discussed Scout Sunday which is scheduled for 

February 7 
♦ Voted to accept with regret the resignation of Ann 

Smallen as Elder and Treasurer  
♦ Voted to accept with regret the resignation of Sarah 

Rosenstein as Elder 
♦ Voted to elect Michelle Coe as Treasurer 
♦ Voted Gene Lawson and Ceil Gilbert as auditors 

for our financial books 
♦ Voted to adopt our 2010 budget 
♦ Discussed committee/team/task force restructuring 

as Ministry Teams for 2010  
♦ Discussed need to have people be more conscious 

in communicating, such as writing for The Corner 
Stone and the website 

♦ Heard the Nominating Committee’s report 
♦ Discussed reorganizing the Parish Groups at the 

next Session meeting 
♦ Heard that the Presbytery will vote on approving 

the Reverend Dennis Dewey as the installed pastor 
of Stone Church as requested by the congregation 
and approved by the Committee on Ministry 

♦ Heard that the Personnel Committee conducted 
performance reviews with the pastor on January 7 
and the rest of the staff on January 21 

Dollars and Sense 
       
Church pledges for December were 
less than for November (about $2500) 
but the loose offering was up (due to 
the Christmas Eve Service).   We did 
not have to withdraw from our Wells 
Fargo account to balance our budget.  

Income for the month came from pledges/loose cash; 
fundraisers (Shopper’s Stroll); rent; miscellaneous in-
come; donations; and Fair Trade income.  Total income 
for December was $8,196.20. 
 
Expenses for December were about $4000 more than for 
November.    Expenses this month included the usual 
employee costs; a slight increase in minister expenses; 
pulpit supply; a major increase in heating costs; an in-
surance premium; property expenses; repairs to the 
manse and costs to remove the oil tank.  Office/
Committee expenses included repairs to the organ; of-
fice supplies; fundraising expenses associated with 
Shopper’s Stroll; and Fair trade expenses.  Total ex-
penses for December were $13,874.18.  Consequently, 
the church overspent by $5,677.98. 
 
Our  Wells Fargo account increased by approximately 
$3,650.  Total church monies at the end of December 
were $114,533.75 (down about $6000 from November). 
 
As the winter snows came our way in December and 
January we saw a definite increase in our heating bills.  
This will unfortunately continue for the remainder of 
January, February and part of March.  Session would 
encourage folks to pay pledges upfront, if possible so 
that we may avoid taking funds from our Wells Fargo 
account as long as possible. 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 
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Per Capita  
 
Just a reminder that the church pays per capita on each 
of its members whether or not the member is actively 
attending and pledging.  This year we are assessed for 
137 members at $35 per member even though our aver-
age church attendance may be only as many as 60-70 
people.   
 
It is helpful if each person could pay their own per cap-
ita, saving the church from having to use other funds to 
pay this monthly bill.  If you would like to pay your per 
capita just include it with your offering on Sunday with 
a note that you are doing so.  
 
Thank you in advance for considering this. 
 
Ann Smallen, Treasurer 

Early Pledges Wanted 
 

Cash flow seems to be a problem for the Church 
more in the winter months (January through April) 
than summer months.  Session is asking folks to 
consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if 
possible.  We will, of course, keep good track of 
what you have paid towards your pledge.  
 
Questions?  Call the church office, 853-2933.   
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Scout Sunday February 7th 
 

The 100th anniversary of the official chartering of the Boy Scouts of America is February 8 and 
for the last half of that time Stone Church has been a sponsor of a Boy Scout troop.  Duty to 
God and being reverent are critical parts of Boy Scouts’ “Timeless Values.”  Every year at this 
time the troop participates in a worship service in the community for Scout Sunday.  This year 
in honor of the Boy Scout Centennial and troop’s Semi-centennial with its charter organization, 
the Stone Church, Troop 9 will be conducting the 
church service on February 7. 

 
The theme for BSA 2010 is “Celebrating the Adventure, Continuing the  
Journey.”  This theme is reflected in the theme of our worship service (a 
theme familiar to those who remember the band Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young): “You who are on the road must have a code that you can live  
by.”  The “Road” (or “Way”) was the first name of Christians. The title 
“Exodus” means “the road out.” To “walk” in Hebrew means to follow  
God.  It seemed apropos to Boy Scout Centennial tagline, “Celebrating  
the Adventure, Continuing the Journey” and the troop’s semi-centennial  
with the church as its sponsor. 

 
As this is a communion Sunday, the scouts will assist in bringing the 
elements forward as part of the offering procession. The communion 
will then be served by Stone Elders and Deacons. 
 
Help us celebrate this important milestone in the life of scouting and of 
Stone Church by joining us for worship on Sunday, February 7th! 
 
Scott Leonard  

Pancake Supper and Ash Wednesday Service February 17 
 
Join us at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17 for pancakes, sausage, applesauce and 
drinks before our Ash Wednesday service.  This is the meal traditionally eaten in Eng-
lish-speaking countries the day before Lent begins on “Shrove Tuesday.” At Stone our 
practice has been to move Shrove Tuesday to Ash Wednesday. 
 
The word “shrove” is the past tense of the English verb “ shrive,” which means to obtain 
absolution for one’s sins by way of confession and penance. Shrove Tuesday gets its 
name from the shriving that English Christians were expected to do prior to receiving 
absolution immediately before Lent begins. The celebratory aspect of the day is somewhat analogous to the Mardi Gras 
(“Fat Tuesday”) tradition that continued separately in Catholic countries of Latin Europe (and, of course, in French New 
Orleans). 
 
Lent (from an Old English word that means “lengthen”) refers to the lengthening of the daylight as the we move closer to 
the equinox. Ashes were a sign of repentance in the ancient world. We maintain that connection with “imposing” ashes 
on the forehead of those who want to wear this sign as part of the spiritual discipline for the forty days of Lent, which are 
preparation for Good Friday and Easter.  The simple, stark Ash Wednesday service takes place in the sanctuary at 7:00 
p.m. following the pancake supper. You are invited to participate as a way of marking the season. 
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Dear Christians of Stone Church, 
 
Thank you so very much for the food and gifts you 
generously provided for little Marianna and Christo-
pher.  They were delighted with the many toys and 
warm clothes.  Their mother was so grateful for both 
gifts and food.  With your great kindness they had a  
joy filled Christmas.  Your amazing spirit of giving is 
beyond compare.  I cannot thank you enough.  You 
have touched my heart and made two little children, 
and their mom, so happy. 
 
Thank you, 
Christine Tuttle 
 
Editor’s note:  This is in response to the congregation’s 

generosity in helping a homeless family.  

We need your ideas! 
 
The WEP (Worship, Education, and Program) Team is considering the creation of an 
evolving worship space in the Norton Room that would house the prayer  
labyrinth. We are looking for people with a flair for artistic design to help with  
this project.  
 
If interested, please speak with David Kolb (724-0701,  
castlerook619@hotmail.com). Thanks! 

Emergency Relief Kits needed 
 
Members and friends of Stone Presbyterian Church are spearheading what they hope will be a community wide effort to 
assemble emergency relief kits which they will send to the Church World Service to be disseminated to Haiti as soon as 
it is feasible to do so.  Anyone interested in helping in this effort may drop completed kits or supplies for the kits off at 
the church on Monday - Friday mornings between 9:30 a.m. and 12 noon or on Sunday mornings.  Monetary donations 
to help purchase supplies or defray cost of mailings would be most welcome.  Checks may be made out to Stone Presby-
terian Church and notated on check “for CWS Relief Kits.”  Kit assembly and packing times will be on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings starting January 23rd at 9:30 a.m.  For more information call the church office, 853-2933. 
 
Following is a list of needed items (per kit) as requested by Church World Service: 

♦ One hand towel measuring approximately 16 x 28” (no fingertip or bath towels) 
♦ One washcloth 
♦ One wide-tooth comb 
♦ One nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards) 
♦ One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
♦ One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
♦ Six band-aids 
♦ One gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure 

 
Please do not add toothpaste to the hygiene kit.  Toothpaste that has an extended expiration date will be added to hygiene 
kit shipments just prior to shipment. 

Chocolate, chocolate, chocolate! 
 

Our annual Chocolate Lovers’ 
Sale will be held on Saturday, 
February 13th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. What a great way 
to celebrate Valentine's Day! 

 
We will be looking for donations of anything made 
with chocolate. Pies are especially popular.  
 
We are hoping to have everyone's help. Please sign up 
to bake, work or donate money. Sign-up sheets will be 
available.   
 
Call Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or Judy LaGasse 
(725-2217) with questions. 
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Stone Storytellers 
 
The Stone Storytellers have been a very busy group. In December  
there was Christmas Eve which went very well as well as some  
other storytelling opportunities. 
 
On January 26 Joyce Wilbur told the story of Sarah's laughter at  
the Presbytery meeting at the Presbyterian Home.  
 
There are some very ambitious plans for the future. In March Stone  
Church will host the Utica Presbytery meeting and will have  
storytelling by David Kolb and Scott Leonard. This will also be the  
installation of Rev. Dennis Dewey as our installed pastor. 
 
In March, on Palm Sunday, Dennis and the Storytellers will be telling the Gospel of John. This is the fourth Palm Sun-
day storytelling event. Most members of the storytellers will be telling various parts of the gospel. We have also looked 
at the upcoming lectionary selections to determine which are good story telling opportunities. 
 
In August of this year several members of the group, including Dennis, Scott Leonard, Donna Goodfriend and Dave 
Forbes are planning to attend a 3 day workshop in North Carolina. This is a very special opportunity for them to learn 
new things and meet others who are enthusiastic story tellers. 
 
Of course there is always room for more members of the group. Come and join us and see what goes on. You never 
know, you might have a hidden talent for storytelling. Next meeting is Monday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. Come and see. 

 

A Treasurer Bids Farewell  
 
After several years of distinguished service as Treasurer of Stone Church, Ann 
Smallen has asked to be relieved of her duties in order to care for a family member. 
Ann became treasurer at a time when the church was facing significant challenges 
and needed an accountant’s eye to get the financial house in order. Her detailed  
reports, her searching out the last penny, her diligence and thoroughness have been 
appreciated by the Session. She has also been conscientious about reporting to the 
membership through her “Dollars and Sense” column in The Corner Stone each 
month. We are grateful to Ann for her commitment in service to the ministry of this 
church, and we offer our prayerful support as she embarks upon her care-giving 
tasks. Although Ann will no longer be serving on Session, she will continue to  
resource the Session’s Finance Committee. 
 
 

A New Treasurer Is Welcomed 
 
We welcome Shelly Coe as our new church Treasurer. Shelly has a background in  
accounting, works at GOP Credit Union in New Hartford, is Treasurer for the Board of 
Deacons, and brings a penchant for detail not unlike Ann’s to her responsibilities. Shelly 
is assuming this position immediately at the request of the Session. We offer our prayer-
ful support to our new church Treasurer! 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

The Rose Window 
 

What better way to complete the series on the stained glass windows 
then to end with the beautiful Rose Window in front of the church. The 
Rev. A. Delos Gridley, who you have been introduced to before,  
designed it.  At his suggestion, the window was funded from contribu-
tions by sixteen grandchildren of the church at a cost of $70. When the 
church was thoroughly assessed for our Project 2000, this window was 
found to be in very good condition.  It is enjoyed best when the sun 
shines through it and when it is illuminated at night with floodlights. On 
occasion, the public has reminded us when it was not lighted. 

 
The central emblems represent the trinity. The circle with no beginning and no ending represents eternity.  Occasionally 
someone will ask, “Why the Star of David?” Well, why not? The Star of David came into use in the eleventh century—
1008 B.C. obviously named after King David who is the direct ancestor of Jesus. 
 
The stained glass windows were all made of English cathedral glass from the stained glass works of Charles Booth, 47 
Lafayette Place, New York. Othniel Williams, a local judge and church member, saw to every detail making sure the 
family members of the honored were pleased with the symbols chosen, etc.  In recent years, we have appreciated Don 
Henry’s wonderful restoration work to those windows in need of repair all funded by memorial money. 
 
Note: Resources for the memorial windows were found in the 1878 Dedication booklet and for further information Rev. 
Dennis Dewey provided his expertise with the symbols and the photography.   
 

 

 

 

The Seth Thomas 8-Day Clock 
 
The caretakers of the clock since 1880 were: Albert Burlingame 1880, 13 
years; John Colegrove 1893, 32 years; Charles R. Nichols 1925, 24 years; 
Claus Beck 1949, 28 years;; Bob Galinski 1977, 29 years; Dale Jewell 2006, 3 
years. 
 
The clock ran by a system of weights and had to be wound once a week similar 
to the principle of how a Grandfather Clock operates. But a grandfather clock 
pales in comparison to the size of the operation of the “town clock.”  Actually 
there were two sets of cables and weights, one for the clock and one for the 
bell. The cables and weights for the bell weighed 710 lbs. and ran from the 
clock to the basement of the church—50 feet. 
 
To reset the bell, 250 revolutions were needed to crank the weights—a process that was tedious but not as difficult as 
one might think due to gear reduction. The weights to the clock weighed 250 lbs. and resetting the clock took 35 revolu-
tions. The men in charge of this task performed in the heat of the summer and the cold of the winter—this after they 
climbed to the second floor and then negotiated another tricky 26-step circular stairway with hardly a place to set their 
feet. They reset the bell and clock every Friday. The first three men were paid barely $2 a month and performed their 
duties more for pride in the community than for monetary reimbursement. 
              
          Midge Bakos  
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
 members and friends who serve dinner 
 each month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the sanc-
tuary!  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Volunteers needed 
 
Hope House is reaching out to all the faith communities 
and congregations who have made their ministry a real-
ity for 17 years.  They are in need of volunteers who 
can be supportive on a regular basis.  As the number of 
guests climbs, so does the need for volunteers. 
 
Here are their greatest needs: 
 
♦ people who are strong and able to lift and carry 

supplies and food products from the basement and 
attic; 

♦ people to do pick-ups of gifts from local merchants, 
restaurants, bakeries, and farm stands; 

♦ people who have administrative experience or who 
have been shift supervisors; 

♦ people who are able to adapt to ever-changing  
 circumstances; 
♦ cooks who are comfortable with quantity cooking; 
♦ people to serve those who are hungry. 
 

Time commitments range from 2-4 hours per shift.  
Volunteers will be asked to commit their time as fre-
quently or infrequently as their own needs dictate.   
 
If interested, please call Betty or Lynn, 793-3723. 

Newsletter collators 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos,  
Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler,  
and Barbara Stockbridge.  

Spirituality Book Group 
 
The Women's Spirituality Book Group, 
which meets Mondays at 1:30 pm, at 
the home of Ann Smallen, is currently 
reading The Chronicles of Narnia, by 
C.S. Lewis.  Our next book will be Dr. 

Leslie D. Weatherhead's The Christian Agnostic.  For 
more information, call Ann at 853-6603, Lauralyn at 
853-8738, or Donna at 853-8405. 

Update on the We Wish You Well at 
the Vezulwazi Primary School in 
South Africa  

 
We have raised another $1250 for 
the Vezulwazi water well project 
and will be sending this to Soup at 
Schools in South Africa.  When 
added to the $2000 we sent a year 
ago, this will be used for an ele-
vated storage tank and pipes which 
will link the bore hole well to the 
school.  When completed, our well 
will provide an integrated supply 
of water and electricity to the 
school.  This project now has the 

attention of the South African Education Department, 
and the expectation is that it will be a prototype for 
other schools, not just in South Africa, but throughout 
the continent. In addition, we have learned that Soup at 
Schools in South Africa will now be Soup at Schools 
in Africa. 
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 21 at 

2:00 p.m. for the next concert to benefit this project. 

Hope House Message    
 
Anyone want to do some extra cooking at home or at 
church?  Hope House has an abundance of turkeys and 
squash and is looking for people willing to do some 
cooking at home or as a group at church, and then 
bring back the cooked food for freezing.   
  
They are also looking for recipes that use lots of peanut 
butter.   
  
If you can help, please let them know.  Contact info: 
Hope House, P.O. Box 161, Utica, 13503; 
Hope4Food@aol.com; hopehouseutica.com; 793-3723. 



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

Gil Adams Family 
Kaytryn Bentley and Family  
Dortha and Bill Glaser 
Carrigan and Katrina 
Lori Sherwood 
Doris Locke 
Marge Chamberlain and Family 
Eleanor Palmer 
Elaine Schmidt and Family 
Allen Solomon 
Britcher Family 
Myra Kazanjian 
Flo and Keith Dewey 
Ann and Dave Smallen 
Dennis’ colleague, Rev. Tim Eberhardt 
Norma Sengupta 
Peter Forrester 
The people of Haiti 
Brenda 
Sue Bishop 
Marilyn Wood 
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1 - John Gilbert 
7 - Mickey Adams 
10 - David Goodfriend 
  Elizabeth Menard 
12 - Michele McDonough 
13 - James Monohan 
  Gayle Copfer 
17 - Celeste Clawson 
18 - Jill Pavlot 
20 - Doris Locke 
21 - Curt Whittemore 
  Michael Petrie 
  Jesse Dewey 
 

February Birthdays 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.   
 
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Ann Smallen for her years of service as treasurer  
 of the church. 
. . . Elders and Deacons and “retiring” Nominating 
 Committee members for their fine service. 
. . . Grace Whittemore for spearheading the hygiene kit 
 project for earthquake victims in Haiti. 
. . . Ceil Gilbert for her commitment to updating the 
 church’s website.  Note: We received a $500  
 donation for our Clock Tower Project from an 
 Australian who learned about Stone Church 
 on our website! 
. . . Hal Rance, Bev Miller, and Emily Hughes for pinch 
 hitting on newsletter collating days. 
. . . Midge Bakos for her ongoing efforts in maintaining 
 the church’s archives and in handling  
 genealogy requests. 
. . . Hal Rance and Midge Bakos for collating the  
 Annual Report. 
 
Note:  If you’d like to express thanks for a service 

 ministry someone has done, please let us know 

 and we’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

 
22 - Amanda Andrews 
  Jim Gavett 
24 - Craig Lalonde 
27 - Eugene Lawson 
 

Hosts 
 
February 7 Judy LaGasse & Grace Whittemore 
February 14 Katrina Schell 
February 21 Ewa Lawrence 
February 28 Ann Smallen 
 

Ushers 
 
February 7 Boy Scouts 
February 14 Buzz Joseph & Nikki Reynolds 
February 21 Dianne & Alan Tuttle 
February 28 Buzz Joseph & Larry Reynolds 

New Phone Number 
 
Joyce and Dave Wilbur -- 765-0963 



 

Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the March issue of the 
newsletter is Wednesday, February 17. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.   
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Scout News 
 
Troop 9’s first activity in 2010 was swimming at the Hamilton College pool on January 5.  The Troop also began work 
on the Traffic Safety merit badge in January.  We are planning on using the climbing wall at Hamilton College 
this month and are also planning to use the pool again soon. At the end of the January BSA Crew 9 has a winter camp-
ing/skiing weekend planned. 
 
John Callaghan and his son, First Class Scout Graham Callaghan, and Virginia Ross and her son, Star Scout David Ross, 
completed the GAWASA outdoor winter camping training at Camp Kingsley from January 9-10. The overnight low 
temperature was around -15 degrees F!   
 
We are also finalizing the plans for the service on Scout Sunday (February 7) at our charter organization, the Stone  
Presbyterian Church.  We'll be joined by Cub Scouts from Pack 9 and will also be celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the Boy Scouts of America!   
 
Planning for our annual Troop 9 Ham Dinner from 4-7 pm at the VFW on March 6 is underway.  Advance tickets will be 
available soon from any Scout, and delivery is available.  We will also have a bottle drive that day and will pick up  
larger quantities of bottles.  The funds raised support camping, especially summer camp.  We appreciate your continued 
support. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Submitted by Gerry Gogel, Troop 9 Committee Chair. 

Did you know . . . ? 
 

. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  

 available every Sunday? 
 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary? 
 
Just ask an usher if you wish to use these items.  
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