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Thanks to everyone who helped make the VillageThanks to everyone who helped make the Village  

Storytelling Festival such a great gift to the community!Storytelling Festival such a great gift to the community!  

    See VSF article on page 6. 

      The   Corner   Stone      The   Corner   Stone   
    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  
   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
            engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Summertime…and the Worship is Easy! 
 
After a busy program year culminating the Village Storytelling Festival and two  

(count them) weddings for my daughter, I am ready for summer’s relaxed pace. 

 

Again this summer we join with the Clinton United Methodist Church for worship. 

 

The summer services begin at 9:30 a.m. In July Stone Church will host worship and  

in August it will be at CUMC. I will be preaching in July at Stone and the Rev. Jeff  

Hale (see introductory letter, page 6) will be preaching at CUMC in August. 

 

The exception is July 8, when Authorized Lay Preacher, George Whitton, will be the 

guest preacher while Sue and I are attending our daughter’s Spain wedding. 

 

My part of the summer worship experience will center around the stories found in the 

early chapters of Genesis, a series that I am calling “The Beginnings of Our Beginnings.” 

July 1 I will tell the two creation stories that form the Bible’s first scenes and explore the 

issue of our place in that creation. July 15’s theme is “Fratricide and Flood” as we take a 

closer look at Cain’s killing of his brother and God’s decision to “rewind” creation. On 

July 22 Jeff Hale will join me as liturgist for the service as we hear the story of the 

Tower of Babel and ponder the ways of the nations over the centuries and in our own 

time. On the final Sunday of July our stories come from the “First Dysfunctional Family”—Abraham, Sarah 

and Hagar! 

 

In addition to some time off July 4-13 for the 

trip to Spain, I’ll be taking some study leave 

time the first half of August and a couple 

weeks’ vacation at the end of August through 

Labor Day at our camp on Pleasant Lake in 

the Adirondacks.  This is what the sunset 

looks like there—my favorite time of the day. 

It’s the view from the front porch! 

 

I hope that your summer, too, includes some 

time to rest and enjoy the good creation that 

God so generously provides us, that you may 

find cause to rejoice in the faith we hold in 

the God who is the creator, sustainer and re-

deemer of our lives. 

 

Let our re-creation be worship, too! 

 

 

                                                                                                           Deepeace, 
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Summer Worship Schedule 2012 - 9:30 a.m.  
 

JULY 1 at STONE Dennis Dewey preaching 
“The Creation Stories: The Beginning of the Beginning” 

 

JULY 8 at STONE Guest Preacher – George Whitton 
 

JULY 15 at STONE Dennis Dewey preaching 
“Fratricide and Flood - Cain, Abel and Noah” 

 

JULY 22 at STONE Dennis Dewey preaching 
“Hrethnar Supiyaoms Dilpenidi: The Tower of Babel” 

 

JULY 29 at STONE Dennis Dewey preaching 
“The First Dysfunctional Family: Abraham, Sarah and Hagar” 
 

 
AUG   5 at CUMC Jeff Hale preaching 
 

AUG 12 at CUMC Jeff Hale preaching 
 

AUG 19 at CUMC Jeff Hale preaching 
 

AUG 26 at CUMC Jeff Hale preaching  
 
 

       SEP 2 - LABOR DAY WEEKEND SUNDAY SERVICE  

                  ON THE GREEN at 9:30 a.m., Rev. Jeff Hale preaching 
 

(Regular 10:30 a.m. worship at Stone resumes on September 9 with celebration of the Lord’s Supper.) 

Retreat Saturday, September 29th 

 
What do you say to someone who is facing serious surgery? How do you respond  
when a neighbor has experienced a tragedy? How do you help when someone is  
going through a “rough patch.” 
 
As part of our ongoing effort to equip our members to carry out the “the priesthood  
of all believers,” our day-long retreat on Saturday, September 29, will focus on  
ministry developing the skills associated with pastoral care. Using two books  
recommended by Grace Whittemore, How to Relate to Those Who are Suffering  
and Christian Caregiving: A Way of Life, this will be a time of sharing and learning  
for church leaders and interested members of Stone. 
 
The place and guest speaker for the retreat are still in the planning stages, but we  
know that this will be an important and worthwhile event. 
 
Mark your calendars now and watch for more information in the September issue  
of The Corner Stone! 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully 
serve dinner each month at Hope House.  
Your efforts are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth  
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this 
rewarding opportunity to your schedule!   
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 
FOOD:  Lunch snacks, sugar, garlic powder, coffee. 
TOILETRIES:  Shampoo/conditioners, razors, shaving 
cream, toothpaste. 
 
Leave items in the Norton Room, but if you have per-
ishable food, please call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Deacons’ Corner 
 

      Now that summer is here, 
many of us will be busy going on vacations, 
visiting with our friends and family, working 
in our yards and just enjoying the warm 

sunny days. But, let's not forget our church 
family....especially our homebound members. I am 

sure they would love a visit......maybe some flowers or 
vegetables from your garden or just a friendly smile 
and some good conversation. 
  
Please let any of the Deacons know if you are aware of 
anyone who is ill, going through a bad time, needs a 
meal or a ride etc. During the Summer, due to busy 
schedules, we would hate to miss anyone who might 
need some help.      
 
We are working on some fun get-togethers for the near 
future. If you have any good ideas.....let us know!!!! 
  
Looking forward to our joint summer services with our 
good friends from the Clinton Methodist Church.  
Everyone have a fun and safe summer.  See you all on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30. 
 
Linda Rance 

 Parkinson’s Walk  
 

There will be  a walk to 
support the Parkinson's 
Unit at the Presbyterian 
Home on Saturday, 
September 15th.   This 
year’s honoree will be 
Cornell alumni, John 
Baumann, Esq.  He is a 
practicing attorney, mo-

tivational speaker, legal correspondent with CNN as 
well as PWP (Person With Parkinson’s).  We are ex-
cited to have him (all the way from Kentucky!) and he 
is excited to come back to his old college stomping 
ground. There will be more information in the next 
months about this event but please mark it on your cal-
endar. It would be great to have a nice turnout from 
Stone Church!!  
 
If you have questions about the project or would like a 
tour of Parkinson’s Unit, please contact either Ed 
Ratazzi 315-336-4181 or Lenora D’Apice at 315-272-
2292. Check out www.presbyterianhome.com for more 
information about all the Homes’ services including the 
Parkinson’s Wing. 

Country Pantry news   
 
Once again the Country Pantry is providing “kids 
packs” for children during the summer months. These 
are special items that children prefer. You will find  
paper bags with a list of items needed in the Pantry  
basket. They will need 170 bags each month for July 
(please drop off by the 15th) and August (please drop 
off by the 19th). Can't do an entire bag? Grab a friend 
or two and together fill a pack or provide one or two of 
the requested items. 
 
Items requested: spaghettios, crackers, peanut butter, 
fruit cups, pre-sweetened drink mix, 100% juice boxes, 
granola or cereal bars, snack size raisin boxes, pudding 
cups or hot cocoa packages.  Many of these items can 
be found in the dollar store - they do not have to be 
name brand. 
 
Thank you in advance.  Judy LaGasse 
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And then they danced… 
 

I met BeadforLife co-founder Devin Hibbard in early 2010 at a shea butter conference in Mali. I was there to source  
ingredients; she was there to find customers for her shea butter Nilotica. A partnership was forged between her non-profit 
and my cosmetic company. Soon I was on my way to Uganda to see where the shea butter came from.  We drove north 
over rutted clay roads to reach Orum, an internal displacement camp for Ugandan victims of Joseph Kony, the religious 
fanatic who terrorized almost the whole of Northern Uganda for almost twenty years. His rebel soldiers were a mobile 
army, traveling from village to village-burning homes, enlisting little boys as soldiers and abducting young girls. They 
were driven out of Uganda a few years ago. 
 

They left behind 1.4 million displaced Ugandans (80% of whom are women and children). The widows in the IDP camp 
are the very women BeadforLife has enrolled to gather the shea nuts needed to make the shea butter Americans adore in 
their cosmetics.  Two groups of women came to greet us and share their stories. I was utterly unprepared for what I heard. 
We began the conversations casually, with my asking about how they were, telling them how much I loved their shea but-
ter. After the usual niceties, I was timid about introducing the subject of the rebels so I asked each one, “Are you mar-
ried?” “Is your husband alive?” “How many children do you have?” And then “What was your life like with the rebels?” 
 

The women, who had previously been careful to make eye contact, each slowly gazed out into the distance, their eyes 
glossing over a bit and told me their stories: most husbands were dead, several of the women were living with HIV, many 
children had been taken as foot soldiers, most girls terrorized by the rebels. Their voices were low and I felt like their eyes 
were dams holding back a river of emotion that they dare not unleash. Stories of inexplicable horror poured out, the things 
you see in movies, the kind of terror that haunts the dark crevices of your nightmares...Kony and his followers as the ulti-
mate bogey men.  
 

I slid my sunglasses down over my eyes as the tears rolled down my 
cheeks. I just kept thinking, “I cannot imagine…” And though I sat 
there with them, saw the residual horror for myself, I cannot imagine 
what it would be like to wake up in the middle of the night to the heat 
of my thatched roof set ablaze, to the sound of gunfire, to the cries of 
my children.  
 

Sweet Cecilia, the tiniest woman I have ever seen, took my hand, her 
fingers like tiny paws, soft and dark and squeezed it and said “I wish I 
had wings so I could fly away from this place.” And just when I was 
starting to really, really lose my composure, we got up and…danced. 
That’s right, we danced. Because what else can you do when you’ve 
lost virtually everything? When evil has come to visit and roost for 
years - stealing your home, your family, your security and your hope? 
You get up the next day and you dance.  

 

I admit that it felt horribly uncomfortable and unnatural when they asked me to join them in a dance, their voices high in a 
traditional African trill, just moments after telling me of the worst atrocities I’ve ever heard. But they were insistent, so I 
danced. And it did, indeed, help heal my soul. 
 

I also witnessed dancing at the office in Kampala at the bead sales when women come together twice a month.  They 
dance with grace, with intricate steps, wild energy, and pride.  They dance together to the drum and they all lift their spir-
its together.  Because as Alice Walker says, “Hard times require furious dancing.” 
 

BeadforLife’s shea butter is fair trade and organic and every time you purchase it, or products made from it you’re creat-
ing a bridge out of poverty and a step towards recovery for Cecilia and other women.  You have no idea how critical this 
income is, how important being able to provide for their surviving children is, how vital this opportunity is for them. And 
I assure you that you’ll be making a difference. 
 

Lela Rain Barker, Founder & Creative Director 
Bella Luccè, globally inspired spa products                 Reprinted with permission from BeadforLife 
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Your Neighbors Meals 
 
On Saturday, August 11, 
at 1:00 p.m., we will 
gather in the Norton 
Room to prepare meals 
for Your Neighbors, 
Inc.  Your Neighbors is 

dedicated to providing quality service and support to 
people who are frail, elderly, or have a disability, in 
their home setting.   
 
We have agreed to provide at least 50 three-course fro-
zen dinners.  Each dinner must include either a meat 
dish, a starch, and a vegetable, or a main dish with 
starch (casserole), a vegetable, and a freezable dessert 
that can go right into the oven for reheating.  Food 
preparation will be in your own home, but we will 
gather to assemble the dinners.   
 
Please sign up to participate in this very important local 
mission project.  If you have any questions, please 
speak with Lauralyn, Ceil, Pat, or Shelley. 

Welcome, Rev. Hale 
  
I am excited about starting my 
pastoral ministry in Clinton 
New York, beginning on July 
1, 2012. During the summer I 
look forward to worshiping 
with you at the Presbyterian 
Church and then at the United 
Methodist Church in August. 

 My twenty seven years of pastoral ministry is 
varied, working with congregations, youth, and correc-
tional facilities. I have always been involved in ecumeni-
cal ministry and look forward to that ministry in Clinton. 
 I grew up on a dairy farm, worked for Agway, 
took over the family farm, and then was called to pastoral 
ministry. I have degrees from Delhi, Binghamton Univer-
sity, and Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington 
DC. 
 I enjoy hiking, cross country skiing and just be-
ing outdoors with all that nature has to offer. 
 May God’s blessings be upon us as we work to-
gether in the months and years ahead. 
 
Peace, Rev. Jeff Hale 
 

Arts & Music Festival 
 
 The Arts & Music Festival is scheduled for 
Saturday, August 25th, and the Mission-Stewardship 
and Fundraising team is hoping to surpass the terrific 
success of last year.  
 This can only be achieved with VOLUN-

TEERS!  Stone Church needs YOU!  We have jobs for 
every type of person: those that prefer to be in the 
background to those of you that are more outgo-
ing!  We have sign-up sheets in the back of the sanctu-
ary and we ask that you take a look to see if you can 
provide some much needed help.  We have tried to 
keep the shifts short enough to allow you time to ex-
plore the other vendors at the festival, but if you would 
like to work more than one shift – you won’t be turned 
away! 
 We will again be serving food, so we need peo-
ple to cook as well as workers for the day. 
 We will also try to have an Arts & Crafts Ta-

ble next to our Fair Trade Items.  So if you are able to 
donate something, please do so.  Items may be given to 
committee members or the church office anytime over 
the summer.  Please include a “guestimate” for us to 
use in our pricing. 
 
Lauralyn Kolb 

Village Storytelling Festival a success! 
 

I was told by a patron on Saturday June 9th that we 
should rename our Festival “Storytelling in the Rain.” 
For the second year in a row the clouds darkened and a 
light rain tried its best to dampen the spirit of those who 
attended the Village Storytelling Festival. But it did not 
work.  The storytelling tent seats were full of patrons 
enjoying masterful storytelling. Children laughed and 
played on the Village Green while their parents partook 
of the variety of food available from our vendors. Lines 
six deep waited for face painting while others, sitting on 
park benches, tapped their feet to the music played in the 
Gazebo. It was a great day! 
 
Thank you to all who worked so hard to put this event 
together and thank you to the Stone Church members 
who have supported this gift to the community for the 
past two years. It was an event of which we can be 
proud. 
 

Dave Forbes 
 

Note:  See Festival pictures on page 1 
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Scout News  
 
We held a Court of Honor at our annual picnic at the Kirkland Town Park on June 5th.  And as we have the past few 
years the picnic was joint with the Cub Scout Pack.  All in all it was a great success!  Before the official ceremonies, the 
boys enjoyed outdoor activities such as Frisbee and football while the adults were preparing to grill.  After the US flag 
was posted and Scout oaths cited, it was time to eat.  Following a delicious meal, the Pack held ceremonies for the Lion 
Cubs, Tigers, Bears, Webelos, and the Scouts.  Den Leaders presented numerous awards for the many accomplishments 
by the younger members.  Next up, the Boy Scouts reviewed their year and a Scout from each activity recounted their 
adventures from hiking to the food drive to the annual Ham dinner.  Many Scouts were recognized with rank advance-
ment and presented their earned merit badges.  We have several scouts very close to completing their Eagle rank, the 
highest in scouting.  The evening was a fitting tribute to the fun of Scouting and served as a great end to another great 
year for BSA Troop 9! 
 
Now we're planning for our week-long high-adventure summer camp trip in the Adirondacks!  See you in September 
when school starts again! 
 
Adam Blanks, Boy Scout Troop 9 Scribe 

St. Mary’s Annual Summer, Kirkland 
Community Red Cross Bloodmobile 

 
Thursday, July 19, 2011 

1:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591 

Franklin Avenue, Clinton, NY 
 
New and past blood donors are needed.  Please note 
that there is an ongoing need for types 0, A- & B- 
blood.  Sign up by calling Cathy Axel 853-6878 or by 
e-mail at Rudge44@aol.com to schedule your appoint-
ment.   
 
Walk-ins are essential to meet increased goal due to 
summer shortages. 
 
Sponsored by Kirkland Community Organizations  

Recycle your professional attire 
 
Do you have suits or sport coats in your closet that you don't wear anymore? Men's Wearhouse 
in  New Hartford will be collecting gently used professional attire from June 27 to July 31, 
2012. Donated items will be given to the Rescue Mission in Utica to help men there who are 
rebuilding their lives and need good professional clothing for job seeking. Donors will also  
receive a discount on purchases and donations may be tax deductible. Men's Wearhouse will 
donate two new ties for every suit received.  
 
Any questions please contact Pat Joseph or visit nationalsuitdrive.com. 

Building Stones Fair Trade Shop  
 
We are amazed!  Come see our products!  If you are 
not in the habit of considering a purchase from our 
shop each time you are looking for a gift for someone, 
please give us a try.   Come to the Farmer's Market! 

A Fundraiser to Benefit  
Your Neighbors, Inc. 

 

BBQ Chicken Drive Thru 
Saturday, July 14 

Zion Lutheran Church 
French & Burrstone Roads, New Hartford 

11:30 a.m. until sold out 
 

Tasty BBQ chickens at $6 each. 
Chicken only; side dishes not included. 

 
Call 235-7149 to pre-order. 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
Sarah Ziegler 
Jim Royce 
Joseph Pavlot 
Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
Dane Britcher 
Danette Rosenberg 
Rosemary Crawford  
Dan LeMonnier 
Eleanor Palmer 
Family of Audrey Kaiser 
Buffie Brothers 
Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  
Nancy Zelles (Grace Whittemore’s sister) 
Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  
Steve Zuchowski, Sr. and family  
Pat Coe (Ken’s mother) and family 
Gilbert Palmer (Donna Goodfriend’s uncle) 
Dave Wilbur 
Family of Charles Buell  
Judy Westerhoff 

July Birthdays 

3 - Natalie Wrege 
4 - Michele Christeler 
6 - Steven Zuchowski Sr. 
9 - Fred Kaiser 
11 - Sherry Robinson 
13 - Gary LaGasse 
17 - Shirley Williams 
19 - James Zuchowski 
  Matthew Zuchowski 
20 - Jeffrey Kolb 
  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 
  Jessie Coe 
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23 - Jack Altdoerffer 
  Sarah Rosenstein 
26 - Carole Flinn 
  Richard M. Willson 
  Gina Stagliano 
27 - Pam Denison 
28 - Randy Mushtare 
29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

31 - Jack Denison  
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary!!! 
 
July 9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 
July 9  Leanne Miller & Ben Hirshfield 
July 15  Tom & Ewa Lawrence 
 
August 27 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

1 - Kristen Goodfriend 
  Peter Fay 
5 - Lauralyn Kolb 
7 - Trudi Christeler 
9 - Jonathan LaFont 
11 - Susan Forbes 
13 - Clayton Whittemore 
  Nicholas Stagliano 
16 - David Forbes 
19 - James Hyde 
  Lora Schilder 

21 - Germaine Gogel 
22 - Rob Kolb 
24 - Linda Rance 
  Debbie Zuchowski 
25 - Richard Raitt 
  John Menard 
  Caitlyn Copfer 
26 - Joe Pavlot 
 - Ken Coe 
29 - Sarah Machold 
  Robert Ferguson 

August Birthdays 

Please remember our troops 
 
 SPC Britcher Dane 
 570th Sapper Co 14 
 EN BN F.O.B. 
 Payne APO AE 09373 
 
Please consider sending Dane a note and be sure to 
keep him in your thoughts and prayers.  

Thank you notes 
 

We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 

small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . .  
 

. . . Sara Coe, Ceil Gilbert, Scott Leonard, Sherry  
  Robinson, John Stiefvater, Mary Ann  
  Stiefvater, and Grace Whittemore (and any  
  others we may have missed) for counting the 
  offering on Sunday mornings. 
. . . Chris Menard for shampooing the carpet in the  
   Norton Room hallway. 
. . . Nikki Reynolds for troubleshooting the  
  computer/copier problems. 
. . . anonymous donors who donated the beautiful area 
  rugs for the office manager’s office.  
. . . Carolyn Barnum and Trudi Christeler for folding 
  the bulletins weekly.   
. . . Carolyn Barnum for sending a bulletin, along with 
  a personal note, to all of our homebound  
  friends each week. 
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July 2012 

 
 

August 2012 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 DENNIS AWAY  4 DENNIS AWAY  5 DENNIS AWAY  6 DENNIS AWAY  7 

 9:30a Worship 

at Stone Church 
       10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 

  

DENNIS AWAY  8 DENNIS AWAY  9 DENNIS AWAY  10 DENNIS AWAY  11 DENNIS AWAY  12 DENNIS AWAY  13 14 
  9:30a Worship 

at Stone Church 
       10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

  9:30a Worship 

at Stone Church 
       10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 

  

22 PEGGY AWAY  23 PEGGY AWAY  24 PEGGY AWAY  25 PEGGY AWAY  26 PEGGY AWAY  27 28 
  9:30a Worship 

at Stone Church 
 3 Hope House      10a Fair Trade 

the Green 

5:45p Brownies 

Church office 
closed 

  

29 PEGGY AWAY  30 PEGGY AWAY  31         
  9:30a Worship 

at Stone Church 
      

  

 
    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      PEGGY AWAY  1 PEGGY AWAY  2 PEGGY AWAY  3 4 
         10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 

  

5 DENNIS AWAY  6 DENNIS AWAY  7 DENNIS AWAY  8 DENNIS AWAY  9  DENNIS AWAY10 11 

 9:30a Worship 

at CUMC 

       10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 

1p Meals-Your 
Neighbors 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 9:30a Worship 

at CUMC 
 7p Session      10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office closed 
  

4:30p wedding 
rehearsal 

3p Dibble/ 
DeCarlo wedding 

19 DENNIS AWAY     20 DENNIS AWAY 21 DENNIS AWAY  22 DENNIS AWAY   23 DENNIS AWAY  24 DENNIS AWAY  25 
 9:30a Worship 

at CUMC 

       10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the Green 

5:45p Brownies 

Church office 
closed 

 Arts & Music 

Festival 

DENNIS AWAY  26 DENNIS AWAY  27 DENNIS AWAY  28 DENNIS AWAY  29 DENNIS AWAY  30 DENNIS AWAY  31   
 9:30a Worship 

at CUMC  
 3p Hope House      10a Fair Trade 

Shop on the 
Green 

Church office 
closed 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Treasurer: Shelly Coe Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Sunday Worship:10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the September 
issue of the newsletter is Monday, 
August 20.  Contact Midge Bakos, 
editor, 853-2951, with questions or 
comments.   

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge 
Bakos, Trudi Christeler, 
Bev Miller, and Lea 
Miller who have  
collated, folded, taped 
and labeled this issue of 
The Corner Stone just 
for you! 



 


