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            The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
              engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

               as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Thursday, April 2, 2009 – Taizé 
This prayerful experience of the presence of Christ well suited to the Lenten Season affords an  
opportunity for reflection and meditation in worship by candlelight.  
 

April 5, 2009 - Passion/Palm Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
The Stone Church Choir and Stone Storytellers present the story of Jesus’ last days in spoken word 
and music by the 17th Century composer Heinrich Schütz in his St. Matthew’s Passion.  
 

April 9, 2009 - Maundy Thursday                                                         
6:30 p.m. - Passover Seder/Lord’s Supper at Deansboro United Church of Christ 
 

                  April 10, 2009 - Good Friday 
                                                       12:00 Noon – Good Friday Service at Lutheran Care Chapel, followed by lunch  
 

 April 12, 2009 - Easter Day – The Lord’s Supper 

 Acts 10:34-43 – Peter perceives that God shows no partiality. 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 – Paul’s summary of the Good News 
 Mark 16:1-8 – The women run in fear from the empty tomb. 
 Sermon Handing on What’s Important 

 

 April 19, 2009 - Second Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 4:32-35 – The believers share their possessions.  
  John 1:1-2:2 – God is light and Christ is our advocate. 
  John 20:19-29 – “Doubting Thomas” 

 Dave Forbes, Preaching 
 

April 26, 2009 - Third Sunday of Easter  

Acts 3:12-19 – Peter tells the Good News in the temple’s portico. 
1 John 3:1-7 – We are God’s children. 
Luke 24:36b-48 – The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples. 
Stone Storytellers and Cindy Dardano from Preswick Glen 
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THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
 

 

What's the buzz? Tell me what's happening. 

 —The Apostles in Jesus Christ Superstar 
 
But these words [the words of the women who had returned from the empty tomb]  

seemed to them [the Eleven] to be an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 

—Luke 24:11 
 
I have come to believe that what the media call “news” is really just glorified  
gossip. Remember how in junior high school the chatter in the halls and lunch  
room and notes passed around was all about who was in and who was out, who was fighting or about to fight with 
whom, who was mad, who was cool and who wasn’t, who was popular and who was being shunned? Lay that template 
over what you hear on the radio, see on the TV, read in the papers and behold on the internet. 
 
The President gives a news conference and the headline is not about the substance, but about the “sparring match” with a 
reporter. I remember how kids in school used to form a circle around two boys were fighting in the hall and egg them on, 
“Hit him! Hit him! Ooooooooooooo!” I remember thinking, “This is wrong,” but of feeling ashamed of the perverse  
delight I took in the thrill of the adolescent blood sports (as well as the fear I felt about being a potential victim!) 
 
News is gossip, and gossip is storytelling, and storytelling relies on conflict. No one is interested in a storyline that is just 
a series of events with no friction. It is the pitting of a protagonist against an antagonist that piques our interest. That’s 
why good news gets buried. It’s not got the thrill power of bad news. It does not stimulate the adrenal glands of the read-
ers/listeners/observers. If it doesn’t bleed, it doesn’t lead. 
 
When the women returned from their visit to the tomb, having found no body and having been told that the Crucified 
One had been raised from the dead, their male counterparts dismissed their news as girlie talk, an “old wives’ tale.” It’s 
this gossip—the “God spell” (good news)—that we celebrate in the season now unfolding: the too good to be true news 
that there is some loving purpose at the core of things that is stronger than death. The word “gossip” appears to have its 
roots in the notion of the Godmother’s spreading the news of the birth of her Godchild among the women of the commu-
nity. The network of women’s relationships in this kind of storytelling is the glue of many cultures—and also often sum-
marily dismissed or devalued by the fearful power of patriarchy. 
 
We who are the people of Stone Church are focusing over the course of this year on our need to be evangelists, bearers 
of the good news. We are intent on sharing the good news, the gossip, the buzz, in shouts and whispers and acts of lov-
ing kindness and hospitality—to say and to show that the women were right that first Easter morning.  
 
We humans are hardwired for storytelling and story-listening. We are always asking, “What’s new?” and expecting some 
sort of short story in reply. We are pleasured by story because it leads us into a world of experience in our imagination. 
There is a world of need and pain just beyond our doorstep, a world besieged by bad news, by conflict and violence and 
inhumanity. It is the world in which we live and move and have our being that desperately needs to hear this “idle tale” 
of hope—hope in a world with love at the center.  
 
Let us in this season of resurrection look for the grace of a rebirth of faith in us that overflows in storytelling and good 
gossip about what’s ultimately important!  
 
The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!                                                                                                                                                 
     
 Deepeace, 
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Stone Storytellers News 
 
The Stone Storytellers gathered at the church on March 16 and  
opened their gathering with a spirited telling of the “Woes to  
the Scribes and Pharisees” from Matthew’s Gospel told by Scott  
Leonard. The big event on the horizon is the scheduled Palm  
Sunday performance of “Stories from the Gospel of Matthew”  
at 7:00 p.m. Please help us spread the word and fill the church! 
 
The storytellers will rehearse at church the day before, Saturday, 
April 4 at 4:00 p.m. Some will also be taking part in worship at  
the chapel of Lutheran Care on Palm Sunday afternoon. 
 
Already we have received invitations from the Augusta Church  
and from Utica’s Westminster Presbyterian Church to have our  
storytellers lead programs. The word goes out from Stone! 
 
We are hoping to present an after-school storytelling program 
for elementary age children this spring and to take part in this  
summer’s Arts and Music Festival. 
 
Be sure to check the Stone Church website (www.stonepres.org) and double-click on the Psalm 133 video to watch 
David Kolb, Scott Leonard and Joyce Wilbur in a video recitation of the Psalm! More videos will be forthcoming over 
the months ahead. 
 
The storytellers meet for their next monthly gathering at the church on April 20 at 7:00 p.m. New storytellers (and story-
listeners) are always welcome!  

The Schütz St. Matthew Passion in Worship on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5 
 
The passion, a musical setting of the events leading up to and including the  
crucifixion of Christ, dates from the 13th century in its earliest Latin form, in  
which the words of the Evangelist (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) are  
recited to formulaic chant structures.  In time, the words of the people (turba) 
came to be set for chorus, and this responsorial passion (narrative solo voice  
and choral settings of crowd texts) was adapted by German composers for  
Martin Luther’s fledgling Protestant congregations.  Heinrich Schütz’s settings  
of the passion texts of Matthew, Luke, and John (Dresden, 1665-6) are regarded  
as the epitome of this form.  We will incorporate a portion of his St. Matthew  
Passion into our Palm Sunday service; although the narrative will be read by  
members of the Stone Storytellers rather than chanted, the choir will sing the  
turba choruses, short dramatic moments that bring to life the words of the  
scribes and elders of the temple, the disciples, the soldiers, the chief priests,  
and the crowd of bystanders as the story of Christ’s passion is told through the  
words of Matthew. 



Thank You Notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Midge Bakos and Donna Goodfriend for the desert  
 display and Easter Garden 
. . . Ceil Gilbert for providing for all the food for the 
 Lenten  studies 
. . . Scott Leonard for moderating Session while  
 Dennis was sick 
. . . All who contributed to and supported the Brian 
 Britcher fundrasier 
. . . All those who have paid in advance on their 
 pledges 
. . . The SWAK Team for their diligent ministry 
. . . Rob Kolb for bringing the Hamilton College Choir 
 to Stone in March 
 

Note:   If you’d like to express thanks for a service 

ministry someone has done, please let us know and 

we’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

Highlights of the March 9, 2009  
Session Meeting  
 
 

♦ Discussed chapter 1 of the book “The unChristian” 
♦ Heard that the Property Committee is developing a 

plan and list of things to do, including pro-active 
maintenance manual 

♦ Discussed a recent manse appraisal in the range of 
$178,000-$190,000 

♦ Heard that the Annual Church Statistics Report was 
submitted electronically to Presbyterian Church 
(USA) on February 23 

♦ Reviewed the treasurer’s report 
♦ Discussed summer worship arrangements which 

involve Stone Church, Three Steeples United, and 
Deansboro United Church of Christ sharing pastor 
services 

♦ Confirmed David Kolb will be Stone’s Commis-
sioner to the Utica Presbytery March 24 meeting  

♦ Received pastor’s report which included three 
Lenten study opportunities and the need for evan-
gelism training 

♦ Discussed the proposed reorganization of parish 
groups 

♦ Voted for the team configurations of  
 --   Worship, Education and Program 
 --   Finance 
 --   Planning 
 --   Personnel (as needed) 
 --   Mission, Stewardship, and Fundraising 
 --   Membership, Fellowship, and Communications 
♦ Voted to authorize the Finance Committee to iden-

tify steps and costs required toward the possible 
mortgaging or sale of the manse 

♦ Voted to authorize the use of the principal of the 
Wachovia account to now pay general expenses 

♦ Voted to authorize the treasurer to contact the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) Foundation to request the 
return of the funds that they hold in trust for us  

Page 4                                                                                                                                    The Corner  Stone  

Join the Book  Club! 
 

 The Book Club is starting a new  
 book on Saturday, March 28 from 
 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.  We will start  
 looking at Henri Nouwen’s book The 
 Return of the Prodigal Son.  Copies 
 of the book are available.  We have 

good discussion, refreshments, and fellowship.  Why 
not give us a try?   
 
We will meet March 28, April 11, April 18, and May 2. 
 
If interested, contact Elaine Mushtare (841-4648) or 
Joyce Wilbur (853-2350). 

The World’s Smallest Church Contest 
 
Do you know where the world’s smallest church is?  Accessible only by boat, it is non-
denominational, seats only two people and is open to the public on request.   
 
Please submit your guesses to the church office.  Please do not check the internet for 
the correct answer.  A chicken from Heifer Project International will be donated in 
honor of the winner! 
 
Thanks to Bev Miller for this information. 



Dollars and Sense  
 
Our February pledges/loose offerings were 
over $17,000.   Six families paid more of 
their pledge upfront (some completed their 
annual pledge).  We THANK YOU for doing 

this and hope that perhaps there are others who may be 
able to pay at least a portion of their annual pledge  
upfront.  By doing so we are able to postpone having to 
withdraw from our Wachovia account.   
 
More folks continued to pay their per capita (again, 
thank you) of $33 per individual.  We realized addi-
tional income from rent, building usage and the Choco-
late Lovers Bake Sale.  We also received a donation of 
$325 to cover the cost of some needed work at the 
manse and $50 to use towards postage. Total income 
for the month was $19,556.38. 
 
Our church minister/staff/pulpit supply expenses were 
as expected.   Property expenses were up by about 
$1700 from last month due to an increase in heating 
costs, we paid our first premium on our insurance  
policy, and we did repair work on the manse.   Office/
Committee/Other expenses were down from last 
month.  Total expenses for the month were $13,057.50. 
 
Our income was MORE than expenses by $6,498.88, 
thanks again to the generosity of those folks who were 
able to pay all or part of their annual pledge upfront. 
 
Questions?  Contact Ann at 853-6603 or see her after 
church. 

 

Wanted: Your Per Capita!  
  
The Per Capita fee is an assessment levied by 
Presbytery for each member of the church.   
The actual fee is $32.50 per member (we 
rounded up to $33 per member to make it  
easier!) and is sent directly to Presbytery.   
 
The church pays whether or not the member  
is currently attending the church.  Presently  
we are assessed for 139 members or $4,517.50.   
 
So far this year 24 folks have paid their per  
capita.  If this is something that you might be 
able to do, please put your per capita fee in  
with your offering or send your check directly 
to the church.   
 
We appreciate your help with this expense.  
 
Questions?  Contact Ann, 853-6603. 
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Early Pledges Wanted   
 
Don’t forget that giving more of your pledge 
upfront is always an option.  We will, of 
course, keep good track of what you have  
paid towards your pledge.  Thank you!   
Thank you!  Thank you!   
 
If you have any questions, please ask Ann or 
Scott or Dennis.  

Investment Accounts 
 
Our Wachovia account continues to decline (even 
though we aren’t withdrawing from it – seems a little 
unfair!).  At the end of January the account showed 
$82,710.60.  At the end of February it showed $74,393 
– a decrease of about $8,318.Total church monies 
(combined accounts of Stone Memorial fund, Swart-
wout Memorial fund, checking account, and Wachovia 
account) are about $89,019.  Last month we showed 
about $90,916.  This shows a decrease of only about 
$1897 (but remember that we had “bonus upfront 
pledge money” of about $9,000).  Needless to say, if 
folks had not donated their pledge money upfront we 
would have had to go to Wachovia to pay our bills and 
our Wachovia account would have been even lower. 
 
You may be wondering what is happening to the up-
front pledge money that comes in.  Are we putting it 
into Wachovia?  NO.  We are keeping it in our check-
ing account.  While the checking account does not earn 
interest, it also does not fluctuate with the market. 
 
Questions?  Contact Ann at 853-6603 or see her after 
church. 
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Stone’s Easter Bunnies have been busy! 
            
 Thank you to all who purchased and assembled Easter baskets for the food bank clients.  
 
 Easter bunnies this year were: Donna Goodfriend, Joyce Wilbur, Gina and Desiree Padgett, Bev 
 Miller, Grace Whittemore, Ann Smallen, Linda Rance, Nikki and Owen Reynolds, Judy LaGasse, 
 Bonnie Hyde, and Elaine Mushtare.   
 
 As always, it is very much appreciated! 

No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone 
 Churchers who serve dinner each 
 month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the  
Norton Room! 
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 
 
♦ Books for both children and adults 
♦ Heavy-duty large step ladder 
♦ Ice chopper 
♦ 4" steam table pans 
♦ Sugar free jam and jelly 
♦ Sugar free hot chocolate packets 
♦ Cans or bottles of juice 
♦ Hygiene products (travel size to full size),  
 especially shampoo. 

 

Please leave items in the basket on the table in the  

Norton Room. 

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hygiene Kits needed 
 
The Church World Service Emergency Response Pro-
gram provides hygiene kits to areas which have experi-
enced disasters both overseas and within the United 
States.  Because it is a constant challenge to have their 
supply of kits keep up with the demand, they are  
currently in the position of having several shipments on 
hold to Ghana, Syria and Zimbabwe until they secure 
an adequate number of kits to meet the requests. 
  
Hygiene Kits: 
♦ one hand towel 16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towel) 
♦ one washcloth 
♦ one wide-tooth comb 
♦ one nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards) 
♦ one bar of soap 
♦ one toothbrush (in original package) 
♦ six band-aids 
♦ seal all items in a one-gallon plastic ziplock bag 
  
All kits should be delivered to the church no later than 
Sunday, April 19.Call Judy LaGasse, 725-2217, for 
more information.  
 

    Mission Committee 

It’s time for the Pie Sale! 
 
 Our annual pie sale will be held 

 on Saturday, April 11th from  
 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 
 We are requesting help from   
 EVERYONE to make this sale a 
 great success! If you are unable to 

 bake, please consider making a 
 donation.  
 
ALL kinds of pies will be accepted. We'd appreciate it 
if you could have your pies at church by 9:00 a.m., if 
possible.  
 
Sign-up sheets will be available.  
 
PLEASE HELP! Thank you.   
 
                Women's Association 
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Stone Church to Participate in the U.S. Congregations Survey in Worship on May 3 
 
Stone Church will be taking part in a national survey of congregations by inviting our members and friends to fill out a 
questionnaire during worship on Sunday, May 3. It’s important that we have as much participation as possible, so do try 
to arrange your schedule to be with us in worship on that day! The survey asks about four building blocks of congrega-
tional life—spirituality and faith development, involvement in groups and leadership roles in the congregation, commu-
nity involvement, and congregational priorities and future directions. There are no right or wrong answers. 

 

Who will see your answers? 
Your answers are completely confidential; unless you choose to share your results with others, no one outside our con-
gregation will see them. We’ll send your surveys directly back to the research office. We’ll use an identification number 
to help us keep track of our congregation’s responses, but individual answers are all confidential—in fact, we ask wor-
shipers not to put their names on the survey. We’ll combine the responses of all of our worshipers and provide summary 
reports telling you what they said.  
 

How much time will this require? 
Most worshipers can complete the survey in fifteen minutes. Each question is in a quick response format so that you do 
not have to write out your answers. We suggest setting aside about twenty minutes to allow time for explaining, distrib-
uting, and collecting the surveys. 
 

How are we going to fit it in our worship service? 
We will shorten the service by about 10 minutes. The whole thing—worship and survey—should take no more than 70 
minutes all told.  
 

What will we get when we participate? 
Two customized, color reports with detailed pictures of our congregation—our involvement in the church’s ministry and 
community, our values, and our hopes for the future and of our unique strengths, especially compared to others of similar 
size and faith group. 
 

What is “U.S. Congregations”? 
U.S. Congregations is a religious research group, housed in the offices of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in Louisville, 
Kentucky, staffed by religious researchers and sociologists who are conducting the U.S. Congregational Life Survey. 

Presbytery Meeting Highlights 
 
♦ The Utica Presbytery met on Tuesday, March 24, at the First Presbyterian Church of Utica. 
♦ Synod Executive Clint McCoy spoke about the impact of the economy and the proposed focus of Synod Mission 

 Design for 2011-2014. He also asked for prayers for the church and country of Madagascar. 
♦ The Coordinating Council discussed plans to move their office, reduce staff, and develop more of an online  
 presence. 
♦ The Stone Storytellers’ performance of selections from the Gospel of Matthew on Palm Sunday was advertised. 
♦ A motion was made to concur with the congregation of Oneida Presbyterian Church to call Stuart Waddles as pastor, 

 and was approved unanimously. 
♦ Lenora D’Apice spoke and answered questions regarding the service provided at Abraham House, one of the  
 organizations supported by Presbytery funds. 
♦ Rev. Hudson spoke about the continuing efforts at Hope House and encouraged congregations to set aside a  
 Sunday’s loose offering to support Hope House. 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  
 

Rev. Samuel Kirkland—1741-1808 
Missionary to Oneida Indians 

 
 Bored during his senior year at Princeton and eager to improve the welfare of  
 Indians, Samuel Kirkland, at the age of 23, set out on a difficult mission to the 
 Seneca Indians. Samuel was nurtured as an Indian Missionary at the More’s  
 Indian Charity School by Eleazer Wheelock in 1760. (The same school Rev. 
 Samson Occom attended eighteen years earlier.) It was here he had learned the  
 Mohawk language.  Sam was born in Norwich, CT December 1, 1741, the son 
 of a country pastor of Scottish descent. He received his degree from Princeton 
 “in absentia in 1765.” 
 
 Called back from the frontier by Wheelock, Samuel Kirkland was ordained as a  
 Congregational minister in1766. The Society of Scotland commissioned him to 
 teach Christian knowledge to the Oneida Indians. Keeping a detailed journal  
 was mandatory— not a task he relished. He mostly served the Oneida,  
 Stockbridge, and Clinton areas. 

 
His gentle demeanor and unselfishness gained affection from the Indians.  He dealt with drunkenness and managed to 
get several chief men to seize intoxicating liquors. Many Indians were converted to the Christian faith and also his wife’s 
devout faith influenced industry, neatness and devotion among the Oneida women. 
 
Then came the Revolutionary War. Appointed Chaplain of the Continental Army, Rev. Kirkland was asked to keep the 
Six Iroquois Nations neutral. The Oneidas and Tuscaroras stayed neutral for a time but eventually sided with the colo-
nists. The other four Nations supported the British causing disunity within the Iroquois Confederacy. After the war Rev. 
Kirkland resumed his mission with renewed hope and spirit to the poor, desolate, and morally depressed Oneidas. He 
served on Indian treaty councils as their advocate and interpreter. 
 
In 1788 the Oneidas and NYS granted Kirkland 4760 acres west of the village of Clinton, 300 acres of which he gave to 
his academy.  Rev. Kirkland’s vision was to educate the “reds” and the “whites” together.  Only one Indian boy did well 
among 25 white children. Alexander Hamilton was a trustee of the petition to the Board of Regents for the Academy’s 
incorporation and after him the academy was named begun in 
1794. In 1812 the academy became Hamilton College. Rev. Kirk-
land was not able to witness this because he passed away in 1808 
four years earlier. 
 
Among many of his converts was the Oneida Nation’s chief 
Skenandoa who had great love and affection for Rev. Samuel 
Kirkland. The chief was buried next to his missionary friend and 
teacher for it was Skenandoa’s wish “ to go up with him at the 
great resurrection.”  
 

        
   Midge Bakos 
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The tombstone of Samuel Kirkland, left, sits beside the 
stone of Oneida Chief Skenandoa, right, at the Hamilton 
College Cemetery in Clinton. 
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First Lady Visits Presbyterian Church Kitchen for Homeless     
 

by Jerry L. Van Marter 
Presbyterian News Service   
  
As First Lady, one of Michelle Obama's priority issues is nutrition. Last month she visited 
and served meals at Miriam's Kitchen for the Homeless at Western Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, DC.  She praised the program as a model for its emphasis on creating a menu 
that severely limits sugar intake while emphasizing the use of fresh fruits, vegetables and 
whole wheat baked goods. She noted there is a high incidence of diabetes among the poor. 
Serving the poor food loaded with sugar and high fat content simply exacerbates existing 
health problems. 
             
Since 1983, Miriam's Kitchen has been serving over 200 homeless people daily at Western 
Church. In 1994, neighbors attempted to shut the program down citing the zoning code.  However, citing the First 
Amendment Constitutional right to practice religious beliefs, a U.S. federal court issued a permanent injunction barring 
the city from interfering with the congregation's work with the homeless.   
             
The chef at Miriam's Kitchen, Steve Badt, worked at a high-end restaurant in New York City prior to making his com-
mitment to improve the nutritional health of the homeless.  Badt's work at Miriam's Kitchen has been recognized in Peo-
ple Magazine, The Washington Post, The Today Show, the Food Network, CNN and elsewhere. 
 

 

With Nearly 2/3 of the Votes in, Amendment B is Down 42-69   
 

by Jerry L. Van Marter 
Presbyterian News Service   

  
LOUISVILLE - With nearly two-thirds of the votes in, a hotly-contested proposed amendment to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Constitution is trailing. The amendment - officially dubbed "Amendment 
B" - would replace the current requirement that church officers live in "fidelity within the covenant of 
marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness" with a new G-6.0106b.  
 
As of March 10, the unofficial tally is 42 presbyteries in favor, with 69 opposed. The final tally will be certified and  
announced by the Office of the General Assembly. The 111 presbyteries that have voted represent 64 percent of the 
PC(USA)'s 173 presbyteries. 
 
A majority (87) of the presbyteries must vote to ratify the amendment proposed by last year's 218th General Assembly in 
order for the new language to become church law. If ratified, it would tie ordination decisions more closely to assent to 
the ordination vows currently in the church's Book of Order without singling out a sexual conduct standard. 
 
The current "fidelity and chastity" provision was added to the Book of Order in voting following the 1996 General As-
sembly. Two subsequent proposals to delete it have failed in presbytery voting - following the 1997 Assembly by a vote 
of 57-114 and following the 2001 Assembly by a vote of 46-127. 
 
All indications are that the vote will be much closer this year. Nineteen of the 127 presbyteries that voted "No" in 2001-
2002 have voted in favor of this year's amendment. No presbyteries that voted "Yes" last time have switched to a "No" 
this year.  
 
If that pattern continues - with every presbytery that voted "Yes" last time voting the same this year - 20 of the remaining 
37 presbyteries that voted "No" last time would have to vote "Yes" this year in order for the amendment to be ratified. 
Presbyteries have until June 28 of this year to vote.  



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

 Gil Adams Family 
 Padgett Family  
 Fletcher Family 
 Kaytryn Bentley & Family  
 Mary Ellen Brandis 
 Cookenham Family 
 Dortha & Bill Glaser 
 Donna Goodfriend & Family 
 Eleanor Palmer 
 Chris & Peter Jensen 
 Dick & Elaine Schmidt 
 Karen Stockton’s husband 
 Gwen Lallier 
 Allen Solomon 
 Brian Britcher and Family 
 Pete Forrester 
 Ewa & Tom Lawrence 
 John Stiefvater and Family 

Don’t forget our serviceman! 
 
Tim Fletcher, Matt’s brother, is stationed in Afghani-
stan.  His address is:  
  
 Tim Fletcher 
 SOTF33, CJSOTF-A 
 APO AE 09354     

1 - Ryan Harrington 
2 - Amber Goodfriend 
3 - Lori Chamberlain 
4 - Oliver Richardson 
7 - Carrie Goodfriend 
  Jacob Dahlin 
9 - Benjamin Johnson 
11 - Paula Richardson 
13 - Mo Lalonde 
16 - Natalie Fiore 
17 - William Porter 
19 - Jonathan Buckley 
20 -  Loring Watkins 
21 - Alexander Russo 
22 - Mary Kate Monohan 

23 - Sangin Park 
24 - Mary Ellen Brandis 
  Helen Leonard 
  Drew Altdoerffer 
25 - Mary Lee Wrege 
26 - Patricia Joseph 
27 - Morgan Pavlot 
28 - Benjamin Joseph 

April Birthdays 

Please keep the Deacons in mind  

on the first Sunday of each month.  All of the loose 
money collected on those Sundays goes to support the 
ministry of the Deacons. 
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community  
of Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

         Don’t forget the  
  Clock Tower Campaign 
 

   

  The loose money collected on the third 
  Sunday of each month goes into the 
  Clock Tower Restoration Fund. 

Hosts 
 
April 5 Gene & Wilma Lawson 
April 12 Ceil Gilbert 
April 19 Gary & Judy LaGasse 
April 26 Celeste Clawson 

To the bakers at the Stone Church, 
 
At a time in the world when everything is chaotic and 
uncertain you took the opportunity to go beyond the 
headlines and offer a gesture of generosity and compas-
sion. 
 
Than you so very much for donating all those wonder-
ful cookies to the Brian Britcher Benefit. 
 
Your donation is so appreciated thank you hardly 
seems enough.  The support you offered so generously 
was very much enjoyed by many. 
 
Thank you so much for giving so freely and gener-
ously. Your kindness has meant so much to our family. 
 

               Most sincerely,  The Family of Brian Britcher 



Scout News 
 
Dear Everyone, 
 
The Troop's annual Ham Dinner on March 7 went very well!  Thanks to everyone who bought dinners and supported it! 
 
The troop went on a campout to Camp Russell, where we went for summer camp.  The scenery was quite different than 
last we saw, for snow still lay on the ground, and the lake at the waterfront had iced over.  Being familiar with this terri-
tory, we scouts enjoyed the different atmosphere, even if it was indeed cold--a reminder that none of us want to remem-
ber.  However, we did have fun, for we had a lighthearted game of Capture the Flag with another troop, and some "snow 
badminton".   
 
The Troop is also filled with aspiring scouts searching for Eagle Projects, to become worthy of the title and rank of dis-
tinction for serving their community, with a project requiring planning, meeting with adult contacts, acquiring permis-
sion, and many service hours.  Hopefully, our efforts will be seen soon. 
  
Yours in Scouting, 
Troop 9 Scribe, Greg Jo 
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Summer is right around the corner! 
 

That means another season of camping programs at Vanderkamp Center! 
 
Attending camp can be a powerful, life-changing experience for children.  It offers them opportunities 
for faith development, for immersion in a supportive Christian community where they can learn to 
express their faith, and for developing skills and friendships that can last a lifetime.  This summer, 
Vanderkamp is offering five one-week programs, plus one two-week program for boys and girls ages 
6-18.  Camp opens on Sunday, June 28 and runs through Friday, August 7. 
 
Mark Twain once said, “Every child deserves at least one great summer…”  

Will this be that summer for your child?  Without a doubt, spending a week in the safe, fun-filled 
Christian community at Vanderkamp Center can help your child have a great summer.  As you 
plan your summer vacation, remember to include summer camp.  You can get a copy of Vander-
kamp’s summer camp brochure by calling 675-3651 or by writing to vkcenter@localnet.com. 
 
 
Note:  Vanderkamp brochures are also available in the back of the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    The Corner StoneThe Corner StoneThe Corner StoneThe Corner Stone    
    Stone Presbyterian ChurchStone Presbyterian ChurchStone Presbyterian ChurchStone Presbyterian Church    
    P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row)P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row)P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row)P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row)    

    Clinton, NY 13323Clinton, NY 13323Clinton, NY 13323Clinton, NY 13323    

    
    CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Clinton, NY 13323 
Permit No. 37 

 

Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
  
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the May issue of the 
newsletter is Wednesday, April 22. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

Do we have yours? 
 
The Augusta Presbyterian church sends a 
weekly photo-filled e-newsletter to every 
member.  We would like to do the same.  If 
the church office does not have your current 
e-mail address, please send it to stone-
pres@verizon.net. 


