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For I am about to create new heavens 

and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice for ever 

in what I am creating…. 

Isaiah 65:17-18a 
 

“Then I saw a new heaven and new earth; 

for the first heaven and first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more.” 

                              Revelation 21:1ab  
 
Surprised to find “The Corner Stone Pastor’s Corner” 
front and center? We’ve moved it to this prominent 
space in this February issue because it’s rather a long 
essay—the result of some reflection and prayer about 
where we are as church, as a community, as citizens of 
this world nine years into the new millennium.  
 
As I write this column, a massive ice sheet is collapsing 
in Antarctica even as a massive governmental collapse 
is underway in Iceland. We live in an age of sea change 
to the extent that the metaphor “sea change” may soon 
need to be taken literally. These are no ordinary times.  
But more than times that try our souls, they are also 
times of re-creation. The old is passing away, the new 
has yet to emerge. One commentator says that we must 
move away from defining ourselves as “post-this or 
post-that” and start thinking forward as “pre-whatever.”  
 
We human beings need a balance of stability and 
change. Too much stability and we atrophy, we wither, 
we rot. Too much change and we become frantic reac-
tionaries, desperate for respite, ready to follow any fas-
cist or formula that promises a return to the glory of the 
good old days. But we are now living in the midst of 
one of those epochal shifts in which continuity is giv-
ing way to innovation. Heretofore this kind of shift first 
took millennia, then centuries, then decades. Now the 
changes come, as Hamlet says of troubles, “not single 
spies but in battalions.” Think of the increasingly con-
tracting periods of time between the great eras of his-
tory from prehistoric times to antiquity to the so-called  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Dark Ages” to the Renaissance to the Industrial Revo-
lution/Enlightenment to Modernity, to the Digital Age. 
And tomorrow? It may well arrive before today is over. 
 
The old order is  being   deconstructed.   Most of the 
cultural systems, institutions and folkways by which we 
have lived for a couple generations are WWII vintage. 
They served us well when our day-to-day lives re-
volved around television and the gasoline combustion 
automobile, but they are inadequate for a new century 
and an emerging generation. When  the nations  got 
together in 1944 to seek to build an international mone-
tary system that would moderate the volatility resulting 
from a  patchwork of provincial economies  and the 
ensuing  depression  that helped launch the Third 
Reich, the term “derivative” (as a financial “product”)  
was yet half-a century away. That prototype of a sys-
tem for the emerging global market of the mid-20th 
Century worked well  for a remarkably long time, but 
its time has come to an end, as we who are living 
through the recent and sudden downturn in the world 
economy are experiencing existentially. The ability of 
the financial services “industry” to pervert, subvert, 
invert  and   divert   grew  exponentially  in  recent  
decades as greed and a failure to “mind the store” be-
came the fashion. What is going on now is not a minor 
tinkering fix-up, but a global reorganization for a new 
reality. According to the CEO of Italy’s Fiat Corpora-
tion,  only   about  six of  the world’s  fifty   major 
automakers will remain when the dust settles on the 
new economy. The only thing that we in the Era of Pre- 
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whatever know about the Ea of Whatever is that it will be 
astonishingly different from what we have known and 
taken for granted as permanent for our whole lifetime. 
 
Some Mind-numbing Data 
 
Think about just a few of the realities at our doorstep: 
 

Within a decade China will be the nation with the 
largest number of English speakers on this planet.  

The total population of the United States is less than 
25% of the number of Indians with the highest 
IQs.  

The top 10 “in-demand jobs” of 2010 did not even 
exist in 2004. The US Department of Labor esti-
mates that today’s students will have had 10-14 
jobs by the age of 38.  

Even today, one in four American workers has been at 
that job less than a year, one in two less than five 
years.  

One out of every eight American couples who married 
last year met on the internet.  

If MySpace were a country, it would be the world’s 
fifth largest (with over 200 million registered us-
ers).  

Radio took 38 years to reach an audience of 50 mil-
lion; television, 13 years; the internet, 4 years; the 
iPod, 3 years; Facebook, 2 years.  

It is estimated that a week’s worth of the New York 
Times contains more information than the average 
18th Century American was likely to come across 
in a lifetime.  

It is estimated that more information will be generated 
worldwide this year—more than the total of the 
previous 5000 years.  

By 2013 it is projected that a computer with a compu-
tational power in excess of the human brain will 
be operational.  

(All of this information was sent to me in a flash 
video by a colleague.) 

 
So what have we to do as a church composed of almost 
exclusively 20th Century folk, worshiping in a 19th Cen-
tury building, living out a tradition shaped by a 16th Cen-
tury Reformation of a First Century faith? The digital age 
both isolates and connects us. It poses both challenges to 
and opportunities for ministry, even as we seek to be a 
church “once reformed and always reforming.” It seems 
to me that we have two choices as a church: 1) Just keep 
doing what we always have done and hope that somehow 
it makes a difference. 2) Seek the new thing that God is 
doing in the world and try to join it, to apply our prayer 
and effort and mission and to seek what it means to be 
faithful in God’s new thing. 
 

I have no crystal ball. But I believe that churches that 
“work” in the coming years (dare I say “decades”) will be 
those now being referred to as “emergent.” To quote exten-
sively from Wikipedia (the free online “encyclopedia” to 
which anyone may contribute and in which articles about 
nearly everything may be found): 
  

 The emergent church, seeks a post-Christendom ap-

proach to being church and doing mission through 

renouncing imperialistic approaches to language 

and cultural imposition; making “truth claims” with 

humility and respect; overcoming the public/private 

dichotomy; moving church from the center to the 

margins; moving from a place of privilege in society 

to one voice among many; transitioning from control 

to witness, from maintenance to mission and from 

institution to movement. A more loving and affirming 

approach is proposed in the context of post-

modernity where distrust may occur in response to 

power claims. It is suggested that this can form the 

basis of a constructive engagement with twenty-first 

century post-industrial western cultures. 

 

 Proponents of this movement call it a "conversation" 

to emphasize its developing and decentralized na-

ture, its vast range of standpoints and its commit-

ment to dialogue. What those involved in the conver-

sation mostly do agree on, is that they are disillu-

sioned with the organized and institutional church 

and support the deconstruction of modern Christian 

worship, modern evangelism, and the nature of mod-

ern Christian community. The movement often favors 

the use of simple story and narrative, occasionally 

incorporating mysticism. Members of the movement 

often place a high value on good works or social 

activism, sometimes including missional living or 

new monasticism. While some Evangelicals may em-

phasize eternal salvation, many in the emerging 

church emphasize the here and now, and the need to 

create a kingdom of heaven on Earth. 

 
The “emergent church,” then, is characterized by storytel-
ling, by a quality of worship life that is spiritual and even 
mystical, by a hands-on approach to mission, by acceptance 
and warm invitation—the sharing of faith’s conversation, 
allowing room for exploration instead of binding with 
dogma, emphasizing relationships in community, tolerant 
and progressive, experimental and supportive, emphasizing 
creativity and the arts. 
 
Sounds  maybe  like  the  early church?  Sounds like what’s 
“emergent” at Stone? Let’s tell the story. xxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxx                                                      Deepeace, 
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Worship at Stone in February 
 
February 1, 2009 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany (NOTE: No Lord’s Supper) 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 - The Lord will raise up a new prophet like Moses. 
Psalm 111 - Praise God for his wonderful works! 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - The problem of eating food that's been offered to idols 
Mark 1:21-28 - Jesus exorcises an unclean spirit. 
Some of Stone’s Storytellers—Sherry Robinson, Emily Hughes, Scott Leonard, Donna Good-
friend and Joyce Wilbur—tell the day’s lectionary passages and share what they mean to them 
and for Stone Church! A great service is led by our storytellers and liturgist, David Kolb. 

 

February 8, 2009 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 – Those who serve God will renew their strength.  
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c – It is good to praise the God who binds up the wounded. 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 – Paul becomes all things to all people. 
Mark 1:29-39 – Many sick come to Jesus, but he leaves to preach. 
Sermon The Triage of Ministry 
Dave Forbes tells the Isaiah passage and Dennis Dewey the Gospel Lesson as we sort out 
what is really important in ministry.  
 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 – Taizé Worship 

A service of meditation, prayer, scripture and chant. 
Join us for this spiritually uplifting experience of the interior life of prayer— 
the communion of souls gathered in the name of Christ. 
 

February 15, 2009 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
2 Kings 5:1-14 – Elisha cleanses the Syrian, Naaman. (Dave Kolb) 
Psalm 30 – A song of thanksgiving for healing 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 – Discipleship requires athletic control. 
Mark 1:40-45 – Jesus cleanses a leper who can’t keep it secret.   
Sermon Blabbermouth! 
Why did Jesus want to keep his identity secret? Why do we so often feel reluctant to share what we know about the 
Good News? Can we overcome our fear about sharing the Gospel? Can we become blabbermouths? 

 
February 22, 2009 - The Transfiguration of the Lord/ 

The Lord’s Supper/Ordination and Installation of Officers 
2 Kings 2:1-12 – Elisha becomes Elijah’s successor. (told by Larry & Owen Reynolds) 
Psalm 50:1-6 – The heavens declare God’s Righteousness. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 – God shines in our hearts with the light of Christ. 
Mark 9:2-9 – Jesus is transfigured on the mountain. 
Sermon  Who Do You Think You Are? 
A day of celebration—the festival which commemorates Jesus’ transfiguration on the  
mountain is the day we mark with a celebration of the Lord’s Supper and the ordination  
and installation of our new officers! 

 

February 25, 2009 - Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 – The day of the Lord is coming. 
Psalm 51:1-17 – Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 – We strive to be ambassadors of Christ. 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 – Where your treasure is, there your heart is. 
A pancake supper at 6:00 p.m. is followed by this special service of  
solemnity and ashes. Start your Lenten season with this experience! 



Highlights of the January 12, 2009 
Session Meeting  
 
♦ Heard from the Property Committee that the closer 

on the Williams Street door has been removed 

♦ Heard from the Property Committee that the grant 

application for the Clock Tower has been submitted 

♦ Discussed the Disaster Preparedness workshop at-
tended by John Menard, Dave Wilbur, and Dennis 
Dewey on January 10, noting that some of the rec-

ommendations will need to be implemented 

♦ Received the Treasurer’s report 

♦ Noted that Dave Wilbur will be the Commissioner 

to the Presbytery Meeting on January 27 

♦ Reaffirmed that annual report inputs are due on 

Wednesday, January 14 

♦ Discussed impressions from the first informal con-

gregational meeting 

♦ Reviewed the pastor’s terms of call 

♦ Reviewed the 2009 budget 

♦ Reviewed the candidate slate for elders and dea-
cons to be voted on by the congregation at the An-

nual Meeting February 25, 2009. 

♦ Reaffirmed that the Nominating Committee is leav-

ing 3 Deacons’ positions unfilled  
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Road trip to hear some inspiring jazz? 
 

Up for a road trip? Dennis is shooting down to Scranton, PA after worship on Sunday, February 15, to take 
in a free 4:00 p.m. concert by the Presbybop Quartet, celebrating the release of "Psalms Without Words," 
their new double CD, and the accompanying DVD, "Listening for Selah: Psalms Without Words Live."  
 
It is a special "New York" edition of the group, featuring four of the musicians who took part in these special 
recording projects. Along with Bill Carter (Dennis's colleague and friend who wrote all the compositions), 

they welcome Al Hamme on saxophones, Jeff Stockham on trumpet and French horn, Shawn McGloin on bass, and Ron 
Vincent on drums. 
 
The plan is to shoot back to Clinton right after the reception, arriving back in town no later than 10 p.m. If you're inter-

ested, please let Dennis Dewey know! You can visit  http://www.covenantchscr.org for more information. 

  

Bill Carter's quartet collaborated with Dennis Dewey in 2006 to produce the popular CD, John According to Jazz, story-

telling of the narratives of John's Gospel set to original compositions by Carter. 

Two Lenten Study Opportunities 
 
On Wednesdays in Lent you’ll 
have two opportunities for 
study. Wednesdays at noon you 
may join friends from the Clin-
ton United Methodist Church as 
Rev. Dennis Dewey and Rev. 
Karen Marshal team up to lead a 
lunchtime study of Paul 
Stroble’s book, What’s in the 

Bible About Jesus? The study 
will alternate Wednesdays, be-
ginning March 4th at the United 
Methodist Church and running 

through April 8 of Holy Week. 
 
In the evenings during the Wednesdays of Lent Stone 
will join with Three Steeples Church in Paris—once 
again alternating between the two churches—for a  
dinner study led by the two pastors and based on the 
various historical answers to Jesus’ question of St.  
Peter: “Who do you say that I am?” 
 
You’re invited to sign up for one or both of these stud-
ies so that we’ll know how many resources to purchase 
by calling or emailing the church office. Please make 
the commitment to study with your friends a part of 
your Lenten journey! 



Dollars and Sense  
 

Dollars and Sense 
 
A Summary of 2008: 

 2008 was a challenging year for Stone Church.  Fluctuations in the market raised havoc with our Wachovia ac-
count.  In addition, the church was forced to withdraw from that account to pay expenses.  These two factors together 
caused a steep decline in the value of our portfolio. Our total income for 2008 was $148,338.    Income is derived from 
several sources.  One source is Pledges/Loose Offering and that includes all of the monies brought in on any given Sun-
day other than Mission Money.  Pledges/Loose Offering includes pledge envelopes, checks, loose bills and change.  For 
the first Sunday of each month, loose bills and change are given to the Deacons and for the third Sunday of each month, 
loose bills and change are given to the Clock Tower fund.  In 2008 we generated $91,327, about $6300 more than what 
we thought we would, from Pledges/loose offering.  That was good news.  Another source of income is the Birthday 
Blessings category which represents donations made to the church to honor someone or note a special occasion.  We 
were hoping to raise $300 through this program but fell short by raising only $165.  A third source of income are from 
the Presbyterian Foundation and Wachovia which represent the monies that we either realize as interest from the Presby-
terian Foundation or monies that we have had to withdraw from our Wachovia account to make budget.  This repre-
sented about $28,610 in 2008.  Another income source is through Fundraisers.  While we did raise more than what we 
had planned in 2008, we neglected to have a line in our 2008 budget for expenses for fundraisers so our actual net in-
come from fundraisers was about $8430.  The Per Capita income comes from folks who are willing to pay their own per 
capita and that netted $1560.   Building usage comes from the Bird Club, weddings and any other monies raised when 
our building is used by outside individuals.  We netted $635.  Miscellaneous income was quite a bit more than what we 
had planned ($2271).  This is the category where we place money which will “flow through the budget” – for example, 
insurance money reimbursement for repairs to the security system.  Donations income ($2475) was also much more than 
expected but again this year we had several donations which went eventually to pay for the labyrinth, the computer, and 
computer set –up services.  Rental income ($11,000) comes from the manse and we are fortunate to have a very good 
tenant who takes excellent care of the manse and the property.  Session agreed to reduce the rent to $900 per month 
rather than the original $1000 per month.  The Third Sunday Clock Tower fund gave us $125 in income this year.  The 
Dewey Pulpit Supply line ($500) comes from monies provided directly by the minister when he is doing private work 
that requires him missing a Sunday.    
 Expenses for 2008 were divided into several categories – Church Staff, Minister/ Pulpit Supply, Property, and 
Office.  Church expenses totaled $146,592 in 2008.  Church Staff expenses ($33,982) were as expected as were Minister 
and Pulpit Supply ($66,245).  Property expenses ($23,286) were less than expected partially due to a warmer November 
and December and several church maintenance expenses were paid out of Hearts monies rather than Church monies.  
Office/Committee expenses ($23,079) were over by about $6000 due to the purchase of a new computer, the purchase of 
the labyrinth, the addition of the internet and several retreats that the Session held.  Please note that some of these ex-
penses were partially or totally reimbursed under Miscellaneous Income or Donations.  
 As mentioned, one major area of concern is the Wachovia Account (includes both the church funds and the 
Hearts portion).  On December 31, 2007 the Wachovia account held $197,446.  On December 31, 2008 the Wachovia 
account held $87,898.  While the church did withdraw approximately $31,000 from the account, the remaining loss is 
due to the decline in the market (about 41% of the amount held December 2007). 
 If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact Ann Smallen, Treasurer at 853-6603. 

Wanted:  Your Per Capita! 
 
 Per capita payments for 2009 are now being readily accepted!   
 Our per capita charge went up this year to $33 per member.  The church has to pay this fee per member whether 
or not you chose to pay.  The per capita is sent to Presbytery to support its work.  What they do has a very direct impact 
on our church so it is money well spent.   
 Please consider sending your per capita either to the church office or enclosing it in your pledge envelope.   
 Thank you in advance for your help with this.  
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Thank You Notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  We are grate-
ful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
. . . the elders and deacons and “retiring” Nominating Committee members for their fine service. 
. . . Lauralyn Kolb and all of the Soup at Schools concert participants.  A job well done! 
. . . the Stone Church storytellers who continue to enhance our worship services. 
. . . all of you for your acts of kindness that go unrecognized. 
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Clock Tower Restoration Fund Update 
 
 Thanks to all of you for your support and generous contributions to the effort to raise 
enough funds to restore the Clock Tower. To date we have raised close to $23,000 and have  
paid for the engineering study and the initial order for merchandise. We show a balance of   
approximately $13,000 that we are holding in an interest-bearing account until the work can be 
done.  
 Grant applications have been submitted and we are waiting to hear from them. We still 
have a long way to go in order to accomplish this project. We will be gearing up in the spring to 
sell our wares at the Farmers Market and other community events. We still need contributions to 
get closer to our goal of $75,000. Fred Kaiser is constructing a “Progress Clock” to be placed in 
front of the church for the community to see.  
 For those of  you who have not yet contributed, this would be a good time to send in a 
check. We really need your help to keep this effort alive and moving forward. 
 
 Thank you,  

 Dave, Sherry, Sue, Linda and all 

Stone Storytellers Take It on the Road 
 
 When Jesus organized his disciples for their mission,  
 he sent them out two by two. The Stone Storytellers  
 are taking it on the road in the same fashion. The  
 Central New York Conference of the United  
 Methodist Church is holding a retreat for church  
 leaders on Saturday, May 2 at Camp Casowasco  
 south of Auburn, and one of the workshops being  
 offered is called “Telling It Like It Is: What  
 Happens When a Church Gets Into Storytelling!”  
 The workshop will be led by our own Donna  
 Goodfriend and Scott Leonard. Coincidentally,  
 Dennis will be leading a day-long seminar in  
 biblical storytelling for the Presbytery of Utica  
 that same day! 
 

 
The Stone Storytellers will meet at the church on Monday evening, February 16, at 7:00 p.m. Coming up in worship over 
the course of the month will be an entire service led by the storytellers on February 1, Dave Forbes’ telling of the 
“Eagles’ Wings” passage from Isaiah, David Kolb’s telling of the story of Elisha and Naaman, and Larry and Owen  
Reynolds’ performance of the “Chariots of Fire” story of Elijah’s being taken up into heaven from II Kings. 
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Chocolate, chocolate, chocolate! 
 
Our annual Chocolate Lovers' Sale will be held 
on Saturday, February 14th from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. What a great way to celebrate Valentine's 
Day! 
 
We will be looking for donations of anything 
made with chocolate. We are hoping to have 
everyone's help this year. Please sign up to 
bake, work or donate money. Sign-up sheets 
will be available. 
 
Contact Ceil  Gilbert or Judy LaGasse with 
questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mission Interpretation & Stewardship  
Committee 

Update on Brian Britcher 
 
As has been announced in church, Brian Britcher has recently been  
diagnosed with an inoperable Grade 4 malignant brain tumor 
(Glioblastoma Multiforme - GBM) of the right thalamus lesion. This is a 
very aggressive cancer that is being treated with chemotherapy and  
Radiation—requiring probably about six to seven weeks of treatments.  
Additionally Brian is receiving intensive occupational and physical  
therapy to reduce the physical results of this tumor. More information is 
available through the Caring Bridge website that has been established for 
Brian and his family. You can access this website at 
www.caringbridge.org. Once at the site, use “brianbritcher” to enter. 
 
While Brian and his family have been amazed and strengthened by the 

caring and prayers extended to them, they all have a long and difficult road ahead. The financial burdens of this disease 
and treatment are way beyond those covered by insurance or savings. 
 
Friends and relatives have planned a benefit for Saturday, February 28 from 12-5 PM at the Clinton VFW, Franklin Ave. 
There will be food, drinks, raffles, and door prizes. A band and DJ will provide music. Event tickets are $15.00 for 
adults and $10.00 for youth 12 – 18; children under 12 are free. 
 
Additionally, an account has been set up to help defray Brian’s expenses. Checks should be made out to BRIAN 
BRITCHER BENEFIT FUND and mailed to Kevin Griffin, 7514 Sawyer Road, Clinton, NY 13323. 
 
While the number of people who are keeping the Britcher family in their thoughts and prayers has overwhelmed Brian 
and his family, your additional support will be greatly appreciated. If you would like further information, please see John 
or Mary Ann Stiefvater. 
  
If you wish to make a meal or volunteer to help out in some way other way, please contact Lora Schilder or Lauralyn 
Kolb, who have offered to coordinate that effort. Thank you. 

We Refuse To Be A Dying Church  
 
Sign up for a workshop sponsored by the Presbytery of Utica and 
the Oneida Association on Sunday, February 8, 2009 from 2 to 6 
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 108 W. Court Street, Rome, 
NY.  It will be an afternoon of insight, inspiration and ‘real 
world’ ideas, based on Paul Nixon’s book “I Refuse To Lead A 

Dying Church.” 

  
Workshop Leaders:  
 Rick Cowles – Regional Conference Minister of The New  
  York Conference, UC;  
 Dennis Dewey – Designated Pastor, Stone Presbyterian  
  Church 
 Ed Townsend – Pastor, Three Steeples United, PC(USA)/UCC
 Bob Umidi – Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
For Information call Ed Townsend: 315-841-4261 
 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

Isaac Williams—1774-l858 
Deacon 45 years 

 

 Isaac Williams, a master carpenter by trade, arrived in Clinton around 1796 in time to put his talents to use with 
building pews for the “Old White Meeting House.”  During his lifetime he built the Elihu Root House, the Keck House, 
the old Grammar School, and the Azel Backus House.  According to church records, the division of the rooms of the 
manse were designed by Deacon Williams patterned from a home he had built on Kirkland Avenue.  He had a discerning 
eye for the outward appearance of his houses—building them from the “outside in.” 
 Even though a master carpenter and builder, his deepest loyalty was to the church.  He joined the Congregational 
church in 1802 and was elected trustee of the Society of Clinton.  In 1813 he was elected a deacon, a position he held 
until his death.  The Rev. A. Delos Gridley, author of the book “The History of Kirkland”, said of him that he was a very 
genial and kindly man who seldom missed a meeting—committee or otherwise. 
 When the issue of slavery brought discourse to the church, Isaac was instrumental in keeping the church from 
becoming split.  In 1837 he brought to the board’s attention: that we confess and deplore the sin and imperfection adher-
ing to us as a body and as individuals that prevents us from seeing eye to eye that we need to study the things that make 
for peace and things whereby one may edify another . . .  to put a favorable light on what’s wrong and bestow mutual 
forgiveness on those who have offended us.  However not until January 20,1842 did the deacons as a body construct four 
resolutions declaring that slavery was a political, social and moral evil. These resolutions were then published in the 
New York Observer and the New York Evangelist. 
 According to Isaac’s obituary, he filled an important sphere of the church. He secured the confidence and respect 
of all who knew him and was a man of sound judgment.  His opinion was valued in all matters relating to the church and 
to his faith. 
        
           Midge Bakos 
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Soup at Schools in South Africa 
 
Our latest benefit concert for Soup @ Schools in 
South Africa was a delightful afternoon of young 
singers and pianists.  The event raised another $593 
bringing our account to $1,956.15. This money will 
go towards Phase II of the well project at the Vezul-
wazi Primary School.   
 
Phase I, which was done last April, was the drilling of 
a bore hole well.  Phase II is the linking of this well 
with the whole school network.   The cost of an ele-
vated tank and pipes, plus labor is approximately 
$2,700.  We hope one more concert will make this 
possible.  Watch for the date.   
 

Phase III will be for solar power for the whole system.  The estimated cost for that is $3000.  Once that is in place, the 
school will not only save the equivalent of $900  each month, but there will no longer be any interruptions in the water 
supply.   
 
Adrian Meyers writes: 
 Here in South Africa we really appreciate the hard work you do in the USA to raise funding  
 for the school, and in spite of a recession in the USA. I can assure you it is highly appreciated. 
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Remember in Prayer 
   
  

 Gil Adams Family 
 Padgett Family  
 Fletcher Family 
 Kaytryn Bentley & Family  
 Mary Ellen Brandis 
 Lori Chamberlain 
 Cookenham Family 
 Dortha & Bill Glaser 
 Donna Goodfriend & Family 
 Meadows Family 
 Eleanor Palmer 
 Chris & Peter Jensen 
 James Taurisano 
 Hyde Family 
 Dick & Elaine Schmidt 
 Karen Stockton’s husband 
 Cynthia Arthur 
 Gwen Lallier 
 Allen Solomon 
 Brian Britcher and Family 
 Pete Forrester 
 Ewa & Tom Lawrence 

   

Don’t forget our serviceman! 
 
Tim Fletcher, Matt’s brother, is stationed in Afghani-
stan.  His address is:  
  
 Tim Fletcher 
 SOTF33, CJSOTF-A 
 APO AE 09354     

1 - John Gilbert 
7 - Mickey Adams 
10 - David Goodfriend 
  Elizabeth Menard 
12 - Michele McDonough 
13 - James Monohan 
  Gayle Copfer 
16 - Walt Cookenham 
17 - Celeste Clawson 
18 - Jill Pavlot 
20 - Doris Locke 
21 - Curt Whittemore 
  Michael Petrie 
  Jesse Dewey 

 
 
22 - Amanda Andrews 
  Jim Gavett 
24 - Craig Lalonde 
27 - Eugene Lawson 

February Birthdays 

Please keep the Deacons in mind  

on the first Sunday of each month.  All of the loose 
money collected on those Sundays goes to support the 
ministry of the Deacons. 
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community  
of Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

Dear Stone Church Family, 
 
Thank you for the many kind expressions of sympathy 
on the death of our Dad, Henry Delwo.  Your prayers 
and compassion have supported us throughout our care 
giving.  We are so grateful. 
 
   Bonnie and Jim Hyde 
 

Snow reminder   
 

In case you haven’t noticed, winter is 
here!  Please note that when the  

Clinton schools are 
closed, so is the church 
office. 

         Don’t forget the  
  Clock Tower Campaign 
 

   

  The loose money collected on the third 
  Sunday of each month goes into the 
  Clock Tower Restoration Fund. 



Scout News 
 
Hello all, 
 
Our scout troop is staying busy in this New Year with the intent to uphold the scouting spirit and stay active even in the 
winter.  For our meetings in January we went up to Hamilton College for swimming, both to work on advancement and 
for fun!  The Boy Scout Council had an Eagle Recognition Dinner at the beginning of January, which our own Mr. 
Rudge continues to be a key supporter of.  The one scout from our troop that earned his Eagle scout rank last year, Tom 
Wagner, couldn’t make it, since he’s away at college and couldn’t be there, but our Charter Representative, Mr. Leonard 
was there and conducted the Eagle Pledge with all the new Eagle Scouts.   
 
Our annual Scout Sunday is February 8 and hosted this time at the Clinton Methodist Church, in which members of our 
troop are participating in the service, exemplifying “duty to God”, as in the scout oath, and “a scout is reverent”, a tenet 
of the scout law.  Next year we’ll be at our sponsor’s church, Stone Presbyterian, where we’ll be celebrating the official 
100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts almost to the day! 
 
As well, we planned out all of our activities until March, including a hike and another outing in February at Camp Rus-
sell.  We’re also gearing up for our annual Ham Dinner fundraiser at the VFW again Saturday March, 7 just before the 
school musical.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Always yours in Scouting, 
Gregory Jo, Troop 9 Scribe 
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PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
 
“For surely I know the plans I have for you…to give you a future with hope.”  

         Jeremiah 29:11 
 
 All people impacted by the current violence in the Middle East are facing overwhelming humanitarian needs as a 
result of the continuing violence. The most basic needs—safe shelter, medical care, food, water, electricity—are well 
beyond the reach of many of those caught in the crossfire. 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in consultation with our partners in the region to make aid available to those 
most in need. 
 When Jesus walked these very lands, by his words and his ministries he told all who would listen to care for: the 
children, the old, the poor, the sick, the most vulnerable.    . . . In this moment of crisis, while leaders strive to find a path 
to lasting peace, our priority must be caring for those left vulnerable by the violence.  
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
 
 GIVE to help the PC(USA) and our partners meet the physical needs of those in all the areas where violence 
leaves them vulnerable, and the emotional and spiritual needs of the many more who have been traumatized by that vio-
lence. Mail your church’s gift to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Church Remittance Processing, P.O. Box 643700, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15264-3700, or give through your congregation’s normal giving channels. Write “DR000081-E1” on the 
check or remittance form so that we can ensure your gift is designated to meet these urgent needs. You can also give 
online at www.pcusa.org/pda/ 
 
 PRAY for all those whose lives have been and continue to be affected. 
 
 STAY INFORMED with regular updates on the situation, how your church is responding, and to find available 
worship resources at www.pcusa.org/pda or by calling PresbyTel at1-800-872-3283. 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
  
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the March issue of the 
newsletter is Wednesday, February 18. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

No Cooking Necessary! 
 
  

 Many thanks to all of the Stone 
 Churchers who serve dinner each 
 month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth 
Monday of each month.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the 
Norton Room!   
 


