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What’s Next? 
 

Every once in a while I still absent mindedly begin to fill in the 

date on a check, “19—.” Doh! How can we be now nine years into the new 

century/millennium? My brain has not yet caught up! 

So where are we headed as we slip into the new year 2009? Having 

filled this space in December’s edition of The Corner Stone with musings 

about the challenges to ministry that we face as a result of dwindling financial 

resources, I want to shift focus and have us look together to the new year with 

a sense of adventure and hope. 

At the December Session meeting one of the elders summed it up this 

way, “I feel like Stone Church has turned the corner; we’re just waiting for the numbers to catch up.” The consen-

sus around the table was that Stone now experiences a consistently rich worship experience, a solid missional commit-

ment, and a “good spirit” of fellowship in the community of faith. All that remains is for us to share this with those who 

are looking for an experience of God and have no church in which to find it—to do the E-word! 

We Presbyterians are not very well practiced at being evangelists. For most of the last century Presbyterians’ 

idea of evangelism was, “Unlock the front door and let ‘em in.” But in 2009 and beyond we’re going to need to redis-

cover, claim and exercise our call as evangelists (literally “good news people”). We need to understand that sharing the 

good news is the work of everyone who makes a commitment to the church of Jesus Christ to invite others to share the 

experience and to get ourselves trained and equipped to help God grow Stone Church. 

For starters, I have harvested a crop of new books to steep me in the thinking of current church leadership—titles 

such as  

 

Transformational Architecture: Reshaping Our Lives as Narrative 

First Impressions: Creating Wow Experiences in Your Church 

unChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks about Christianity... and Why It Matters 

Mystic Way of Evangelism: A Contemplative Vision for Christian Outreach 

Roman House Churches for Today: A Practical Guide for Small Groups 

Comeback Churches: How 300 Churches Turned Around and Yours Can, Too 

Evangelism Where You Live: Engaging Your Community 

Reaching People Under 40 While Keeping People Over 60: Being Church for All Generations  

Fusion: Turning First-Time Guests into Fully-Engaged Members of Your Church 

Jesus Brand Spirituality: He Wants His Religion Back 

 

 For the rest of 2009 and on into 2010 and God-knows-how-long, you can expect the Church Growth Task Force 

(headed up by Dave Forbes) and its SWAK (Swift Welcome and Kindness) Team to be working at helping us see our 

church as outsiders see it. You can also expect your pastor to be a Johnny-One-Note, singing variations on the theme of 

the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples….” Your leadership will be intentional about helping you find ways to 

share your faith and invite others to the experience of the faith community that is Stone Church. We will develop ways to 

make Stone’s ministry more “stranger-friendly.” We will work at being more deliberate and care-full in extending hospi-

tality to those who cross our threshold as visitors in worship. We will explore new ways to turn ourselves “inside-out,” 

making us more visible in and accessible to the village of Clinton and the surrounding region. We will learn to share our 

faith in ways that help others. 

 “What do you get when you cross a Presbyterian with a Jehovah’s Witness?” the old joke asks. Answer: 

“Someone who rings the doorbell and prays to God no one’s home.”  Not true for Stone in 2009. I believe that God is 

calling us to “help the numbers catch up.” Happy New Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nine! 

                                                                                                                                              

         Deepeace, 

 

  

         

THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
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WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 

 

January 4, 2009 - The Second Sunday after Christmas – The Lord’s Supper   

Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 – a prayer for support and guidance of the ruler 

Ephesians 3:1-12 – The mystery of Christ reveals God’s purpose. 

Matthew 5:14-16  –  You are the light of the world, told by Dennis Dewey. 

Sermon: The Year That Was, The Year Yet to Be 

Like the Roman god, Janus (after whom the month is named), we reflect on where we as a 

church have been in the last year and on where we are going in the year that lies ahead. 

 

 

Thursday, January 8, 2009 - Taizé (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 

Usually held on the first Thursday of the month, this service of  

candlelight, meditation, music, scripture and silence moves to the second Thursday to avoid  

conflicts with New Year’s Day. David Kolb leads this prayer service with a “new/ancient” feel to 

it—a great way to begin the Year of Our Lord 2009. 

 

 

January 11, 2009 - Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper 

Genesis 1:1-5 – the creation of light, told by Joyce Wilbur 

Psalm 29 – The voice of God is like a great storm. 

Acts 19:1-7 – The Ephesians are baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

Mark 1:4-11 – John the Baptizer preaches repentance. 

Sermon: What Holy Spirit? 

On the Sunday when we hear the story of Jesus’ baptism, we are reminded that our baptism, 

like his, was a beginning, not an end. We are commissioned to bear the good news in word 

and deed as part of our baptismal covenant. What does it mean for us that we have been 

baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

January 18, 2009 - Second Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 or 1-20 – the call of Samuel, told by Donna Goodfriend 

Psalm 139 – “Lord You Have Searched Me” (Psalm paraphrase to FINLANDIA) 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 – Liberty is not license. 

John 1:43-51 – Jesus calls Nathanael to be a disciple. 

Sermon: Can You Hear Me Now? 

Each of us has a vocation, a “calling,” as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Do we hear God’s call? Do 

we respond? Do we seek to know as fully as we have been known? What would it look like if we 

were to live out our vocation? 

 

 

January 25, 2009 - Third Sunday in Ordinary after Epiphany 

Jonah – told in tandem by Scott Leonard and Dennis Dewey 

Psalm 62:6-14 – The God of justice is our rock. 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 – The form of this world is passing away. 

Mark 1:14-20 – Jesus calls fishermen to be the first disciples. 

Sermon: As Though Swallowed by a Great Fish 

The story of Jonah is a humorous tale that reminds listeners that God’s gracious embrace  

includes the whole human family and not just those who regard themselves as “the chosen,”  

that God’s compassionate mercy is greater than our own!  



Thank You Notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  We are grate-
ful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 . . . Ken Coe for providing a door and Pete Goodfriend for taping the music for the youth play. 
 . . . Gerry Gogel for all her help on the youth play luncheon. 
 . . . Stone Storytellers Donna Goodfriend, Grace Whittemore, Larry and Owen Reynolds, Sherry Robinson, Dave 
  Forbes and Scott Leonard for the exquisite telling of the Christmas Stories as part of the Stone Christmas 
  Eve Service. 
 . . .  the members of Stone's Church Growth Task Force for their great ideas and willing spirit in launching the 
  SWAK (Swift Welcome and Kindness) Team to follow up with visitors in worship. 
 . . . all those who attended the Deweys' Open House for dropping by and sharing some Christmas Cheer. 
 . . . the Nominating Committee chaired by Sherry Robinson for their important work in discerning God's call to the  
   leadership of Stone Church. 
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Soup at School Benefit Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stone Presbyterian Church will once again sponsor a 
benefit concert for Soup at School in South Africa.  The 
concert will take place on Sunday, January 25, 2009 at 
2:00 p.m. in the church’s sanctuary.  Performers will 
include our own Sarah Buell, Sarah Coe, Jesse Dewey, 
Hannah Rosenstein, and Audrey Russo.  

 

Soup at School in South Africa is a volunteer humani-
tarian project that provides impoverished school chil-
dren in South Africa with hot soup in order to improve 
their nutrition and aid their education.  The project, be-
gun in 2003 by Norma Sengupta of Utica, is sponsored 
by the United Nations Association of the Upper Mo-
hawk Valley.  The project now supports over one thou-
sand orphaned and sick children at eleven different 
schools. 
  
Suggested donations for tickets at the door are $10 
adults, $5 students, and $25 families. Advanced sales: 
$9 adults, $4 students, $22 families. 
  
For more information, call 853-8738. 

          Informal Meetings of the  
Congregation on January 11 and 18 

 
The Annual Meeting in January is our official 

congregational meeting that is required by the Book of 

Order and where we conduct official business, includ-
ing electing new elders and deacons, voting on changes 
in the pastor’s terms of call, acceptance of the commit-
tee reports, and review of the session’s budget.  In our 
Presbyterian polity the congregation elects the elders to 
serve on the session, and the session adopts a budget 
annually for the church.   

For the past few years, given the change in our 
pastor relationship and the criticality of our budget to 
support our ministry, we have held an unofficial, infor-
mational meeting for interested members of the congre-
gation prior to the Annual Meeting to review and     
discuss in depth the budget and the terms of call for the 
pastor (particularly the financial aspects).   

The session decided at its meeting in December 
to hold two such informal “town meetings” on the two 
Sundays prior to the Annual Meeting, specifically Janu-
ary 11 and 18, to give even more people a chance to 
discuss the financial situation before us.  Because of the 
precipitous decline in our endowment in the past few 
months due to the financial market meltdown, we can 
no longer continue to do business as we have been.  We 
can no longer trim the budget and dip into the endow-
ment to sustain us—we need to make major decisions 
in how we do our ministry, and we would like to solicit 
broad-based input from our membership.  Trimming or 
growing hundreds or even a thousand dollars here or 
there is not sufficient—we need substantive changes.   

Please join us in January as we search for ways 
to continue the wonderful ministry and mission that we 
have grown together.   



Highlights of the December 8, 2008 Session Meeting  
 
♦ Received the annual report of the Boy Scouts 
♦ Heard a report from the Property Committee that the insurance company will pay for a new carillon 
♦ Voted to accept Dwight Dibble’s clock tower estimate of $58,250  
♦ Voted to receive the treasurer’s report 
♦ Heard from the Education and Nurture Team that the Youth Play on December 7 went great 
♦ Voted to allow Soup at School in South Africa concert in the sanctuary on January 25, 2009 
♦ Voted to change the church’s property and liability insurance carrier to William A. Smith and Son, Inc. This will 

save about $3,000 a year.  The Session thanked Jim Hyde and the Finance Committee for their hard work. 
♦ Voted to adopt the 2009 budget as currently proposed 
♦ Discussed holding two informal congregational meetings January 11 and 18 to review the budget situation and the 

need for transformational change and not just traditional cost-saving measures 
♦ Heard that annual report inputs are due in January 

Mission Money 
 
 Beginning from January 2008 the church has raised 
approximately $2,349 for mission work.  This does not 
include the Unified Mission Support that we contribute 
to ($917 to date).  Nor does it include the Fair Trade 
income of over $2,671 since January 2008 or the Well 
Fund Income of approximately $1,250.  Mission  
income since January 2008 is about $7,287.  Thank you 
to all who contribute to our mission work.  

 

Dollars and Sense  
 
 Our income for the month of November was $11,904.  This included $2,000 which we had to withdraw from 
 Wachovia to cover our bills.  This income basically came from pledges, the payment of per capita, rental  
 income and fundraising income (Blue Flag luncheon and the golf tournament).  Expenses for the month were 
 about $11,146.  This included expenses for employees of about $8,275, maintenance of the church and 

manse of about $624, and church office and committee expenses of about $1,016.  Fortunately for us, the heat bills have 
not as yet begun to roll in. 
 
Our Wachovia account continues to decline as the market waxes and wanes and we also find it necessary to withdraw 
money to cover bills. Our Wachovia account began 2008 valued at approximately $194,346.  At the beginning of  
December the account was valued at only $77,330.  This continues to be a subject of concern for the elders and you will 
hear more about this at the meetings which will be held in January. 
 
Total church funds are approximately $83,854.   
         Ann Smallen, Treasurer 

Per Capita 2009   
 
Beginning January, 2009, the per capita payment will 
be $33 per person.  It would be very nice if each church 
member were willing and able to pay their own per 
capita.  The per capita is paid directly to Presbytery and 
the money helps cover the expenses associated with 
Presbytery.  We welcome per capita payments.  Just 
indicate on your check that it is for your per capita  
expense. 
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Call for the Annual Meeting January 25 

 
    The Annual Meeting of the congregation of the Stone Presbyterian Church is hereby 
    called for Sunday, January 25 in the church sanctuary immediately following Lord’s 
    Day worship for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers and adopting the  
    changes in the terms of call for the Designated Pastor. 

                                                                        
Scott Leonard, Clerk of Session 
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Chr istm as at  the Cor ner  2008  

 

7 C’S CAFÉ 
Pat Joseph Sherry Robinson Doris Ackerman Larry Reynolds 
Buzz Joseph Barb Stockbridge Rose Lockwood Owen Reynolds 
David Joseph John Stiefvater  Jesse Coe  Nikki Reynolds 
Pete Forrester Mildred Schell  Dave Wilbur  Gerry Gogel  
Amanda Andrews         

 
CRAFTS AT THE CORNER 

Hal Rance Grace Whittemore Sue Forbes  Ann Smallen 
Linda Rance Wilma Lawson Joyce Wilbur Taylor Mushtare 
Elaine Mushtare Emily Hughes Tiffany Fletcher Alizah Fletcher    
Judy LaGasse Andrea Stiefvater Doris Locke Scott Leonard 
Gary LaGasse Helen Leonard Mary Ann Stiefvater Liz Harrington 

 
ANTIQUES (see more on page 7) 

Bonnie Hyde Jim Hyde Sarah Lalonde  Amanda Lalonde 
Regina Lalonde Midge Bakos Christy Morgan Cynthia Crossley 
Emily Hyde Abby Hyde 

   
An extra thank you to….. 
 ….all who made crafts, homemade goods, and donated antiques. 
 ….Ceil Gilbert for advertising. 
 ….Bonnie and Jim Hyde for their year-round hunt of antiques. 
 ….the Josephs and Pete Forrester for buying food and preparing it for the café. 
 ….Grace Whittemore for creating posters, etc. on her computer. 
 ….Barb Stockbridge for distributing the posters. 
 ….The Stone Church elves (most named above) for setting up the sale and decorating the sanctuary, dining 
  room, and the Norton Room so beautifully. 
 

A special thanks to Dave Forbes for manning the Clock Tower Restoration table.  As usual, many compliments from the 
general public were made on our crafts, the café, and our beautiful church. 
 
P.S.  And the winner of the lovely afghan was….our own Doris Ackerman. 

 
Our final total was $5,925.  The Fair Trade mission netted $348.  Thank you everyone for a super effort!!! 
        

        Bev Miller and Ceil Gilbert, Co-chairs  



Scout News 
 
The New Year is upon us, and Troop 9 is ready to take Scouting life by the horns once more with the exhilaration of the 
commencement of another fun-filled scouting year!  With the new elections, leadership has changed within the troop 
once more, for rank advancement and to bring new ideas onto the table as to how the troop will be run.  The new Senior 
Patrol Leader (and a member of our sponsor, Stone Presbyterian Church) is Star Scout, Kevin Bering, Assistant Patrol 
Leader is me (Greg Jo), and the new Patrol Leaders are Matthew Hwang and David Ross.  Our Christmas party went 
very well as planned.  It was combined with our Fall Court of Honor.  Our previous Senior Patrol Leader, Sam Kuhr, led 
the evening as Master of Ceremonies.  Our Troop went to our annual outing to Clark's Gym, a sports center in Coopers-
town with a ropes course, climbing wall, pool and handball courts.  We had hoped to make this an overnight campout 
but, as is not unusual in this season, there was no room at the inn, so we made it a day trip.  We will soon be planning 
our outings for 2009 as well as activities such as Scout Sunday at the Clinton United Methodist Church on February 8, 
and our annual Ham Dinner fundraiser on March 7.  Ah, the excitement of a new year... 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Gregory Jo, Star Scout, Troop 9 

Christmas at the Corner Antiques 
 

Apparently, “one man’s trash really is another man’s treasure,” to quote a popular 
auctioneer.  The antiques booth sold an unbelievable $2,063 worth of “old stuff.”  
Without the large variety of goods donated, everything from books, quilts, china 
to linens, artwork and furniture, we simply couldn’t have been so successful.   

 

Thank you to those who donated some very special items: Midge Bakos, Carolyn 
Barnum, Cheryl Breeding, Marie Duink, Helen Franz, Fred and Audrey Kaiser, 
Wilma Lawson, Bev Miller, Florence Morgan, Jill Pavlot, Linda Rance, Amy 
Smith and Peggy Weldon. 

 

Special thanks go to Fred Kaiser who made needed repairs to items throughout the 
year and to Midge Bakos who seems to show up whenever help is needed without 
even being asked (on Thanksgiving Day!)  The antiques booth simply wouldn’t 
have happened without the aid of John and Cynthia Crossley who spent a Sunday 
afternoon lugging everything from Hyde’s Hideaway upstairs (John and Jim doing 
the bulwark) and Cynthia also designed artful displays out of chaos.  Antiques 
dealer and friend, Brenda Jones, interrupted her Thanksgiving to come to church 
at 8:00 p.m. to help price everything (till 11:00 p.m.!)  She helps to price things fairly but reasonably—our goal is to sell 
everything!  I am so grateful to her for her expertise. 

 

Thank you to all the workers during the Shoppers Stroll.  Managing the busyness and wrapping and selling were Sarah 
and Amanda Lalonde, Regina Lalonde, Jim Hyde, Cynthia Crossley, Midge Bakos, Christy Morgan, and Emily and 
Abby Hyde. 

 

Lastly, thanks to my partner, Jim, for his patience and endurance.  All those garage sales, all those repairs, all that lug-
ging—well done! 

 

          Bonnie Hyde 

Page 7                                   The Corner  Stone 



The Corner  Stone                   Page 8  

Christmas Stars Gifts 
 

 I’d like to extend a big thank you to those 
who bought gifts for the Country Pantry Christmas 
Stars project.  We received 13 stars this year, each 
with a gift suggestion for a particular food bank 
client.  Most were for children, but we also had  
requests for two gift baskets for disabled adults.  
The goal of the food bank is to make sure that each 
child served receives something warm to wear and 
a toy.   The elderly are treated to a Christmas gift 
basket. 
 Thank you to Pat Joseph, Audrey Russo, 
Helen Leonard, Grace Whittemore, Gina Padgett, 
Gerry Gogel, Bonnie Hyde, Bill Henry, Linda 
Rance, Doris Ackerman, Wilma Lawson, Midge 
Bakos, and Donna Goodfriend for putting so much 
care into the selection and wrapping of the gifts.  
Your generosity is inspiring! 
      

Christmas at the Fair Trade Shop 
 

 The Fair Trade shop is well- 
 stocked and ready for all your  
 Christmas shopping needs.  We  
 have several types of coffee,  
 including some whole bean  
 varieties.  We have bean soups and 
 chili mixes, hot cocoa mix, choco- 
 late bars, including an espresso  
 bean chocolate bar and the new  
 dark chocolate orange bar.  Also  
 on hand are several kinds of tea, 

baking mixes, jams, chutney, plus organic cotton tops 
and socks.   
 
Not only would you be aiding impoverished workers 
around the globe, but all of these items would make 
great stocking stuffers or, when assembled into a gift 
bag or basket, a wonderful gift for the person who has 
everything! 

Calling All Stone Men to Pew Removal Duty!  

 
Begin the beguine!  Rock around the clock!  Remove the pews! 
 
Like the Marines, Stone Church is looking for a few good men—those with 
strong arms to help us remove the back three rows and one front row of pews on 
Saturday morning, January 3 at 9:00 a.m. (donuts and coffee provided). Why? 
 

1) Stone’s sanctuary seating capacity (not counting the balcony overflow 
seating) is about 250. That means that with an average worship attendance 
around 60—and 18 of them being in the choir loft—the place looks about 
16% full on a typical Sunday. That really means that it looks 84% EMPTY. 
So we’re doing what anyone does as the result of significant weight loss: 
we’re downsizing! This will create more of a sense of intimacy. 
 
2) Making more room at the rear of the sanctuary will allow us to use that space for coffee hour (more convenient 
than shuttling people into the Norton Room, more accessible to our visitors) and for other purposes—displays,  
worship niches, the labyrinth, etc. 
 
3) Making more room in the front will avoid the congestion we sometimes experience, for example, when we  
celebrate the Lord’s Supper by intinction with worshipers coming forward. It will also increase the “playing space” 
for our storytellers as well as for musical events and will afford another place in which to locate the labyrinth. 

 
Who knows? If the efforts at emphasizing evangelism and church growth bear fruit over the next few years, we may 
once again be looking for a few good men to help us schlep the pews down from the attic and reinstall them! 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
  
 Many thanks to all of the Stone 
 Churchers who serve dinner each 
 month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   

 
As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth 
Monday of each month.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the 
Norton Room!   
 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

      Professor Edward North “Old Greek” 1820—1903 
       Hamilton College 57 years—Stone Church Elder 38 years 
 
Who was this remarkable beloved professor? He was the nephew of both Hamilton’s 
President Simeon North and Rev. Asahel Norton, our first pastor. Affectionately called 
“Old Greek,” he taught Greek and Latin for 57 years and was acting president one year. 
 
As a young lad, Edward North came to Clinton in 1835 from Berlin, Connecticut and 
after completing high school here he also graduated from Hamilton in1841 as valedicto-
rian. He became principal of the Clinton Grammar School before being appointed  
professor of Greek and Latin in 1843 where he remained until his resignation in 1901. 
 
His students found him to be gentle and approachable—at age 80 as at age 40. Not only 
did he use humor in his teaching, his passionate enthusiasm for the languages and litera-
ture sparked that same enthusiasm in his students. 
 
In an address to the Oneida County School Commissioners he outlined his seven lamps 

of a teacher—to give brightness and glory to the duty of teaching. The seventh lamp was the lamp of Christ’s Example – 
where he cited that the well-trained and patient teacher should look for help from the Supreme Teacher and then lovingly 
and prayerfully lead the way to that highest wisdom. This theory personified Edward North’s character throughout his 
career. 
 
Professor North was also a poet, essayist, Lyceum lecturer, writer and a lover of nature—a gardener and caretaker of 
trees. He was active in both college and civic affairs. 
 
As an elder in Stone Presbyterian Church for 38 years from 1865 until his death on September 13, 1903, he represented 
the Utica Presbytery as a commissioner to the General Assembly in both 1870 and in 1876. He was instrumental in the 
rebuilding of our present church. 
 
Edward’s son, Simon Newton Dexter North, wrote in his book Old Greek, an Old-time Professor in an Old-fashioned 

College, A Memoir of Edward North,  “His father early became a child of God, and through all his subsequently manly 
and mature years, he took God by the hand as a little child, ‘trustfully walked with him all the way home.’ 
               
           Midge Bakos 
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Women’s Spirituality Group 
 
The Monday afternoon Women's Spirituality Group meets 
every other week from 2:30-3:45 at the home of Ann 
Smallen, 11 Stryker Lane.  We will finish discussing The 

Shack by William Paul Young on January 5.  Our next book 
will be Awaiting Day Seven: The Science of God as the  

Universe by Michael G. Sheahan.   
 
If you are interested in struggling with issues of faith and 
would like to join us, please contact Ann (853-6603) or  
Lauralyn Kolb (853-8738.) 



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

 Gil Adams Family 
 Padgett Family  
 Fletcher Family 
 Kaytryn Bentley & Family  
 Mary Ellen Brandis 
 Lori Chamberlain 
 Cookenham Family 
 Dortha & Bill Glaser 
 Donna Goodfriend & Family 
 Meadows Family 
 Eleanor Palmer 
 Chris & Peter Jensen 
 James Taurisano 
 Eli Anderson 
 Maria Dynek-Matyszczuk 
 Henry Delwo, Bonnie Hyde’s father 
 Dick & Elaine Schmidt 
 Karen Stockton’s husband 
 Cynthia Arthur 
 Gwen Lallier 
 Allen Solomon 

Don’t forget our serviceman! 
 
Tim Fletcher, Matt’s brother, is stationed in Afghani-
stan.  His address is:  
  
 Tim Fletcher 
 SOTF33, CJSOTF-A 
 APO AE 09354     

 
2 - Nancy Underwood 
4 - Diane Thompson 
5 - Cynthia Crossley 
  Karen Snedeker 
6 - Doris Ackerman 
11 - Andrea Stiefvater 
12 - Mark Harrington 
  Doug Lockwood 
14 - Cole Cushman 
17 - Frank Whittemore 
19 - Ruth Taber 
21 - Kurt Whittemore 
 

22 - John Stiefvater 
  Victoria Richardson 
25 - Lee Ann Stiefvater 
28 - Beverley Sullivan 
  Alizah Fletcher 

January Birthdays 

Please keep the Deacons in mind  

on the first Sunday of each month.  All of the loose 

money collected on those Sundays goes to support the 
ministry of the Deacons. 
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community  

of Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

Birthday Ble$$ings 
 
Need a New Year’s gift for someone who has every-
thing?  Consider a birthday ble$$ing.  Your donation to 
the church helps us and at the same time honors the  
persons you name.  We send a nice note to the honoree 
to let them know that they were “ble$$ed.” 
 
Questions?  Contact Ann Smallen or Peggy Weldon. 

Snow reminder   
 

In case you haven’t noticed, winter is 
here!  Please note that when the  

Clinton schools are 
closed, so is the church 
office. 

         Don’t forget the  
  Clock Tower Campaign 
 

   

  The loose money collected on the third 
  Sunday of each month goes into the 
  Clock Tower Restoration Fund. 
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Stone Church Joins Three Steeples for “Candlemas” in  January   
 

“Down with the rosemary, and so  
Down with the bays and mistletoe;  
Down with the holly, ivy, all,  
Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas Hall”  
 
— Robert Herrick (1591–1674), “Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve”  

 
 
We’re celebrating “Candlemas”—well, it’s not really on the date of Candlemas 
(which is February 2). We’re shifting the date to Saturday, January 10, at 5:00 p.m. 
at the Three Steeples Parish. Candlemas was the traditional celebration of the  
dedication of the infant Jesus in the temple (according to Luke 2). Along the way, 
other traditions were added to the celebration such as the dedication of candles for 
the home, the removal of all remaining Christmas decorations, the blessing of 
throats (for singers), the prediction of weather as relating to the behavior of bears  
or serpents (the roots of “Groundhog Day”), the collecting of rents and the eating  
of crêpes! 
 
We’ll do all this and more—stories, songs, food,  
drink, dancing and merriment. You are invited to 
bring some sort of finger food to share. Also bring  
a poem, a skit, a story or a game. And don’t forget 
to bring a candle for a very special ceremony of 
blessing! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT?      CANDLEMAS – A CELEBRATION 

 

WHERE?   THREE STEEPLES, PARIS 

 

WHEN?      SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 
                5:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
 

BRING?     A GOODIE AND A STORY, POEM, 
                SONG, DANCE, GAME, WHATEVER! 

Meet ing of the Lord ,  

Orthodox icon from  

Belarus ( 1 7 3 1 )  

Choristers from  Stone and Three Steeples m ake m erry 

m usic at  the 2 0 0 8  fest ivit ies. 

“Queen Bonnie” and “King Scot t” preside 

over 2 0 0 8 ’s Tw elfth N ight  celebrat ion. 
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 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February issue of 
the newsletter is Wednesday, January 21. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

Thanks from Hope House! 
 

Dear Dennis and Members of Stone Presbyterian, 
 
Thank you for the wonderful donation of items for the 
holiday bags which are given to our guests.  The bags 
make such wonderful gifts because the hats, scarves, and 
gloves keep our guests warm as they walk everywhere. 
 
Again, thank you and best wishes for the holiday season. 
   
  Betty Abel-Jellenoid 
  Assistant House Manager 
  Hope House 


