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                    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green                               
 

            The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
              engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  

               as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
May 2009 

                                           MAY WORSHIP AT STONE 

 

May 3, 2009 – Fourth Sunday of Easter – The Lord’s Supper & Congregational Survey 

The 23rd Psalm – The Lord is my shepherd. 
1 John 3:16-24 – Let us love not just in word, but in deed. 
John 10:11-18 – Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd.” 

                                                                                 Sermon – God’s Risky Investment 
 

    Thursday, May 7, 2009 – Taize Service, 7:00 p.m. 

 David Kolb leads us in a gentle experience of silence and song,  
                             prayer and candlelight. Come be refreshed by the presence  
                             of the Spirit of God. 

 

May 10, 2009 – Fifth Sunday of Easter  – Hymn Sing Service 

Psalm 98 – Sing to the Lord a New Song 
1 John 4:7-21 – God is love. 
John 15:1-8 – Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
“Sing to the Lord a new song,” declares the Psalmist. Our Director  
of Music, G. Roberts Kolb, leads us in a celebration in song as the  
congregation joins the choir for this morning of praise! 

 

May 17, 2009 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10:44-48 – The Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit. 
1 John 5:1-6 – Faith overcomes the world. 
John 15:9-17 – Love one another. 
Sermon – Conquering the World Through Love 

 

 

May 24, 2009 – Ascension Sunday                          

Acts 1:1-11 – Jesus ascends into heaven. 
Ephesians 1:15-23 – Paul prays wisdom for the Ephesians. 
Luke 24:36-53 – Jesus ascends into heaven. 
Sermon – Looking Up  

 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 31, 2009 – Pentecost  – The Lord’s Supper 
 Acts 2 (excerpts) – the story of Pentecost 
 Romans 8:22-27 – The Spirit helps us to pray. 
 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 – the promise of the Spirit  

 Sermon – The Pentecost Promise  
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THE CORNER STONE PASTOR’S  
 

Parish Groups and the Body of Christ 
 
Our culture’s emphasis on individualism constantly threatens  
to undermine and distort the basic value of Christian faith: that  
of “being church,” what the New Testament calls “community,”  
the interdependence of believers in relationship with one another  
for caring, support, encouragement, discernment, discipline and  
service. 
 
A few years ago the Session of Stone Church attempted to revive  
the tradition of “parish groups,” small groups within our church formed somewhat randomly and assigned to a 
church leader who would be a kind of convener or “shepherd” of that particular small group. The idea was by 
means of these parish groups to establish and maintain ministry relationships with our church members and 
friends, to provide a direct communication link with the church’s leadership and a channel for two-way  
conversation, what I like to think of as the “the church talking to and listening to itself.” The leadership is now  
engaged in an effort to revitalize the parish group model and to be more intentional about strengthening  
community and communication by means of these groups. 
 
The elder who is your “parish group leader” will soon be in touch with you. It is their ministry to pray for you; 
listen to your concerns, questions and suggestions; maintain regular contact; encourage your participation  
actively in the worship and mission of the church; invite and assist your support. They will also report to the 
pastor any concerns for pastoral care and to the church office any changes in contact information. 
 
It takes no etymological training to observe that the words “disciple” and “discipline” are related. The latter 
has come to bear a negative connotation, a synonym for punishment. But the church from the earliest days  
after Pentecost understood discipline as mutual accountability for our faith—helping one another to live lives 
of prayer, fellowship and service. As the metaphysical poet John Donne observed, no one is an island. We are 
called and commissioned by Christ to bear witness to our faith by being church, by demonstrating to the world 
the love of Christ in our attempt to fulfill his commandment to love one another. The New Testament under-
standing of “love” is something more than “good feeling”; it is respect, loyalty, commitment. Christ calls us 
into community to be responsible for and responsive to one another. 
 
Our attempt to revitalize the ministry of Stone to our members and friends through the parish groups is really 
nothing more than an intentional seeking to live out that metaphor of being church so wonderfully envisioned 
by Paul for the Corinthian church: 
 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the  
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ....   If one member  
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice  
together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members  
of it. 

                                                                                                                         
              Deepeace, 
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Choir for Monotones! 
 
Can’t carry a tune in 
bucket? Embarrassed to 
sing anywhere but the 
shower? The downside of 
the blessing of  Stone’s 
fine choir is that some 
non-choristers may feel 
uneasy about vocalizing. 
But now your chance has 
come! 
 
In worship on May 31 we 
will mark the observance 
of Pentecost, “the birthday 
of the church,” with a 

piece for SPEAKING CHOIR. If you can count, you 
can be in this choir!  
 
Watch for details as several rehearsal opportunities will 
be made available in May! It’s your turn to help “make 
a joyful noise!” 

New Members Invited to Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you ready to make the commitment of membership 
in Stone Church? 
 
If you have been worshiping with us for a time but 
have not made a formal commitment to become an offi-
cial, active member of Stone Church, please join us for 
breakfast in the Norton Room on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 31 at 8:30 a.m. to meet the Session (the church’s 
governing board) and be welcomed into our fellowship. 
Members are entitled to vote in congregational meet-
ings and are eligible to be elected to office in the 
church. 
 
Please call or email the church office to let us know if 
you will be joining us. We hope you will! 

Strategic Planning Retreat May 28th  and 30th 
 
Elders, Deacons and interested members of Stone Church are invited to a two-session strategic 
planning retreat to be held at the church Thursday evening, May 28, beginning with dinner at 
6:00 p.m. and Saturday morning, May 30, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
 
As Stone Church finds itself at a critical juncture in its history, the urgency of discerning the 
way forward is beset by challenges and choices. The time for devising a decision-making  
process is now upon us. The design team for the spring retreat consists of Dave Forbes, Donna 
Goodfriend, Jim Hyde, Scott Leonard, Joyce Wilbur and myself. We welcome any and all 
ideas and suggestions as we sift through the obstacles, opportunities and options that confront 
us. 
 
According to certified management consultant, Bonni Carson DiMatteo, a strategic planning 
retreat is “a way to use focused energy in an uninterrupted format to achieve large-scale  
results. When they work well, they can create passion, process and performance…garnering 
the excitement of the participants and focusing them on the future possibilities.”* We look  
forward to this important step in the process of finding God’s purposes for the immediate  
future of our ministry. 
 
                                                                                                                          Dennis Dewey 
 
*(http://www.atlanticconsultants.com/articles/strategic-planning.pdf). 



Highlights of the April 13, 2009  
Session Meeting  
 
♦ Discussed new parish group lists 
♦ Voted to allow Property Committee to purchase a 

 new hearing devices system 
♦ Voted to receive the treasurer’s report  
♦ Heard highlights of the Utica Presbytery meeting 

 on March 24 
♦ Voted to hold a Congregational Meeting to renew 

 the Designated Pastor relationship with the 
 Rev. Dennis Dewey and to elect Grace  

 Whittemore to a vacancy on the Board of  
 Deacons 
♦ Confirmed the dates - Thursday, May 28 and  
 Saturday, May 30 - for the officers’ retreat 
♦ Confirmed the summer worship schedule -  
 Deansboro Church 8:30 and Stone 10:30 a.m.  
♦ Organized ministries for 2009: 
 Worship, Education and Program - David 
  Kolb, Donna Goodfriend 
 Finance - Jim Hyde, Ann Smallen 
 Planning - Jim Hyde 
 Personnel - Lora Schilder, Scott Leonard 
 Mission, Stewardship, and Fundraising - 
  Judy LaGasse, Sarah Rosenstein 
 Membership, Fellowship, Communications - 
  Sherry Robinson, Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 Property - (John Menard), Dave Wilbur, 
  Dave Forbes 

 

Page 4                                                                                                                                    The Corner  Stone  

Property Committee Report  
 
1.) The hearing assisted earphones recently stopped working 
after 20 years of service. This is a very important piece of 
equipment for those of our congregation who have trouble 
hearing on Sundays. The Property Committee has looked 
into a new digital system to replace the old one. The cost is 
$1375. There is an anonymous donor who is willing to pay 
half the cost and who is looking for a match of this from the 
rest of the congregation.  If you would like to donate for this 
very worthwhile cause, please send a check to the Church 
that designates that the money be set aside for the earphones. 
 
2.) On another note, you may have noticed that the bell rope 
in the narthex disappeared for a while. A recent inspection 
of the clock and the 125-year-old bell indicated that  
although the bell is a bit worn and shows a place of previous 
repair, it appears to be in fairly good condition. Our inspec-
tor from the Verdin Company suggested, however, that we 
may not want to overdo ringing the bell with the rope since 
it is so old and could crack if abused.  Thus we decided to 
remove the rope. This caused some confusion on Easter 
Sunday and people really missed hearing the bell, especially 
on special occasions. So, the Property Committee has recon-
sidered and the rope is now back. The committee recom-
mends, however, that you be somewhat judicious when pull-
ing on the rope so that we can keep ringing the bell for many 
years to come. 
 
3.) Over the summer, we will be looking for a new tenant for 
the manse.  If you have anyone in mind, please contact John 
Menard, 853-3893. 

Sunday, May 3rd — Stone Church will be participating in the . . . 

                    U.S. Congregational Life Survey! 
 

Who?  Stone is joining over 1,200 congregations across the country to  
participate in the U.S. Congregational Life Survey. Every worshiper age 15 
and up will get to take part. 

 

What?  The U.S. Congregational Life Survey asks worshipers about their 
faith background and beliefs, involvement in the congregation, community 
involvement, and views about congregational priorities. 
 

When?  The short, easy-to-answer survey will be passed out during our 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 3. 
There will be time set aside during the service for worshipers to fill out the survey.  

 

Why?  This is a chance to let your voice be heard! We will receive a summary of our responses to help identify our  
congregation’s unique strengths and suggest steps for positive change.  Check out www.uscongregations.org for more 
information. 



Dollars and Sense  
 
 Our March pledges/loose offerings were 
about $9,130.   Five families paid more of 
their pledge upfront (some completed their 
annual pledge).  We again THANK YOU for 

doing this and hope that perhaps there are others who 
may be able to pay at least a portion of their annual 
pledge upfront.  By doing so, we continue to be able to 
postpone having to withdraw from our Wachovia  
account.  More folks continued to pay their per capita 
(again, thank you) of $33 per individual.  We realized 
additional income from rent, church usage, a refund 
check of $50 for gas, and a Guide One Insurance  
refund of $226.  We also received a donation of $49 
from the Lenten Study group. Total income for the 
month was $11,296. 
 
Our church minister/staff/pulpit supply expenses 
($9,300) continue to be as expected.   Property  
expenses ($1,725) were down by about $1,500 from 
last month due to a decrease in heating costs.  Property  
expenses included the utility bills, payment of an insur-
ance premium and some minor expenses relating to the 
maintenance of the church.   Office/Committee/Other 
expenses ($884) were down from last month by about 
$400.  Total expenses for the month were about 
$11,941. 
 
Our income was LESS than expenses by about $645 
but we were able to cover this overage thanks to the 
upfront pledge payments (otherwise we would have 
had to go to Wachovia to cover this overage). 
 
Questions?  Contact Ann at 853-6603 or see her after 
church.   
 
  Ann Smallen, Treasurer 
    

 

Wanted: Your Per Capita!  
  

The Per Capita fee is an assessment levied by Presbytery for each member of the church.  The actual fee is $32.50 per 
member (we rounded up to $33 per member to make it easier!) and is sent directly to Presbytery.  The church pays 
whether or not the member is currently attending the church.  Presently we are assessed for 139 members or 
$4,517.50.  So far this year 40 folks have paid their per capita.  If this is something that you might be able to do, 
please put your per capita fee in with your offering or send your check directly to the church.  We continue to appreci-
ate your help with this expense. 
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Investment Accounts 
 
Good News!  Our Wachovia monies increased by 
$7,582 during the month of March.  The investment 
strategies promoted by Jim Hyde last year and the  
Session’s agreement to ask members to pay pledges 
upfront if possible this year have paid off.  We were 
able to prolong withdrawing from Wachovia until we 
were forced to in 2008 and so far in 2009, our upfront 
campaign has allowed us to avoid using our Wachovia 
monies. 
 
Total church monies (combined accounts of Stone  
Memorial fund, Swartwout Memorial fund, checking 
account, and Wachovia account) are about $95,977.  
Last month we showed about $89,019. 
 
Questions?  Contact Ann at 853-6603 or see her after 
church. 

Congregational Meeting 
 
The members of Stone Presbyterian Church are hereby 
called to attend a meeting of the congregation immedi-
ately following worship in the church sanctuary on 
Sunday, May 3, 2009 for the purposes of voting on the 
Session's recommendation to renew the Designated 
Pastor relationship with the Rev. Dennis Dewey for a 
term of two years and to elect Grace Whittemore to a 
vacancy on the Board of Deacons. All active members 
in good standing are eligible and encouraged to vote.  
                                                                                              
Scott Leonard, Clerk 



Please keep the Deacons in mind  
on the first Sunday of each month.  All of the loose 
money collected on those Sundays goes to support the 
ministry of the Deacons. 
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         Don’t forget the  
  Clock Tower Campaign 
   

  The loose money collected on the third 
  Sunday of each month goes into the 
  Clock Tower Restoration Fund. 

No Cooking Necessary! 
 
 Many thanks to all of the Stone 
 Churchers who serve dinner each 
 month at Hope House.  Your efforts 
 are greatly appreciated!   
 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  Please add this rewarding 
opportunity to your schedule!  Sign up now in the  
Norton Room! 
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List 
 

♦  garlic powder 
♦ celery seed 
♦ salad dressings  
♦ ketchup, mustard  
♦ juices  
♦ hygiene items  
♦ wash cloths (for either rags or personal use) 

 

Please leave items in the basket on the table in the  

Norton Room. 

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

A very successful Pie Sale! 
 
 Thank you to everyone who baked, 
 worked, bought or helped out in any 
 other way for our Pie Sale on April 
 11th. We made a profit of $566. 
                 
 Women's Association 

Soup at School Benefit Concert 
 

Stone Presbyterian Church, will once again sponsor a 
benefit concert for Soup at School in South Africa.  The 
concert will take place on Saturday, May 16, 2009, at 
2:00 p.m. in the church’s sanctuary.  Performers will  
include piano students of Ewa Lawrence and voice  
students of Lauralyn Kolb. 

Soup at School in South Africa is a volunteer humani-
tarian project that provides impoverished school chil-
dren in South Africa with hot soup in order to improve 
their nutrition and aid their education.  The project,  
begun in 2003 by Norma Sengupta of Utica, is spon-
sored by the United Nations Association of the Upper 
Mohawk Valley.  The project now supports over one 
thousand orphaned and sick children at eleven different 
schools. 

 
Suggested donations for tickets at the door are $10 
adults, $5 students, and $25 families. Advanced sales: 
$9 adults, $4 students, $22 families.  For more informa-
tion, call 853-8738.  

Hope House Dinner 
 
The annual Hope House Volunteer Appreciation  
Dinner will be held on May 21st at the New Hartford 
Methodist Church. The social time is from 5 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and the dinner is at 5:30 p.m. If anyone is 
interested in attending, please contact Ceil Gilbert 
(853-8289) or Hope House (793-3723) so they will 
know how many to plan on. The theme is based on “the 
1930's” and it should be a fun event.   
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Mark your calendars now! 
 
  Don’t miss these upcoming events:   
  
 June 20 - Strawberry Festival 
 August 29 - Art and Music Festival 
 Oct 17 - Community Talent Show  
 

Watch for more details in Sunday bulletins and the 
June issue of The Corner Stone. 

One Great Hour of Sharing is  
complete for 2009   
 

The suffering of the world’s poorest people is in-
creasing dramatically due to the economic crisis. 
Thank you for your caring support of the One Great 
Hour of Sharing throughout this past Lenten season, 
support which helps 
 
♦ The Presbyterian Hunger Program (which works 
with communities to enable them to produce, store, 
and sell their food for a fair price) 
 
♦ The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (which of-
fers training, tools, and seeds to help communities 
return to food security after a disaster) 
 
♦ The Self-Development of People fund (which helps 
many marginalized communities take responsibility for 
improving their living conditions). 

 
Your generous support of OGHS (a total of $807.50) 
not only addresses that need, but witnesses to central 
affirmation of our faith as well, that “Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:21). 

Celebrate Mother’s Day with a contribution 
 

to the Church World Service Blanket program. What a 
wonderful way of remembering those who provided 
warmth and love by sharing that warm feeling with oth-
ers.  By donating to the Blanket program, you will help 
mothers around the world care for their children. 
Light weight blankets are available at this time of the 
year for chilly nights and mornings. 
  
Envelopes are available 
in the pew (and cards to 
honor moms are on the 
back table) or you may 
send your donation to 
the church office. 
Please make your check 
out to the church. 

Say hello to Stone’s new WebLady, Ceil Gilbert! 
 
If you have not been to Stone Church’s website lately, you don’t know what you’re missing! 
Do you know that at www.stonepres.org you can 
 
♦ hear the Stone Church choir 
♦ watch videos of the Stone Storytellers 
♦ check the calendar of events 

♦ read the Book of Order or Book of Confessions 
♦ see photographs of you and your friends at recent church events 
♦ read the current issue The Corner Stone in color 
♦ browse past Sunday bulletins and announcements 
♦ read Midge Bakos’ excellent history of Stone Church 
♦ keep up with what’s happening in your church 
♦ find links to other valuable sites for learning more about scripture, the Pres-

byterian Church, the Presbytery of Utica, etc.? 
 
Ceil Gilbert has graciously agreed to be our “WebLady.” She’s the one to contact if you have information that you 
would like posted on the website or if you have suggestions for what you’d like to see included. Ceil will also forward 
press releases to The Courier and the Observer-Dispatch. She’s always looking for photographs, so send your digital 
photos to her at jeepster98.1@netzero.com or bring them by the office for Peggy to scan and digitize for the website! 



Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
  

 
A Brief Look at the Bristol Family 

 
Enticed by the Rev. Samuel Kirkland to move to this beautiful valley, Eli Bristol and his younger brother Joel arrived in 
Clinton from Stockbridge, MA barely two years after the first settlers had established the settlement. They built a log 
house for their wives and families and brought their 70 year old father Moses Bristol later by ox-cart to live with them. 
All three Bristols were prominent in the founding of the Congregational Church, the building of the Old White Meeting 
House, and were among the church’s first trustees and deacons. 

 
Eli and Joel set about clearing their land for farming, owning property extending from the present Bristol Road to ap-
proximately what is now Campus Rd. north to the present day Skenandoa Golf Club and back down to the Oriskany. 
They were among the contributors to Kirkland’s Hamilton Oneida Academy giving lumber and labor where they offici-
ated as trustees. When the Academy became Hamilton College, Joel served as a trustee from 1812 until he died in 1827. 

 
Joel’s son George graduated from Hamilton as valedictorian 1815. He was famous for his orchards raising apples and at 
least seven varieties of pears. George had a beautiful tenor voice. A.D. Gridley, in his book History of Kirkland, said that 
the students on the hill went to church more to hear his singing than to listen to the sermon. George raised money to fund 
a pipe organ at the Old Stone Church. Church records show that he played the organ. He also became a trustee of Hamil-
ton from 1828-1852. 

 
 George’s son Henry Platt Bristol spent many years as the superintendent of the 
 Sabbath School and also taught in the Clinton Schools. In the Norton Room is a  
 memorial window with the inscription “The Righteous shall be in everlasting remem- 
 brance”.  “He was a man of thorough principle and was respected and esteemed by his  
 pupils he sought to improve and bless,” according to A.D. Gridley’s History of  
 Kirkland. 

 
 George’s grandson William McLaren Bristol was only four years old when his father 
 Henry died at age 39. After Henry’s death and due to his mother’s small income, the  
 f amily moved to live at his grandparent’s farm on Bristol Road.  William attended  
 Hamilton and when he was barely out of college, he and John Myers bought the  
 failing Clinton Pharmaceutical Company in 1887 for $5,000.  The initial venture 
 struggled for a few years but became a thriving company now called the Bristol-
 Myers Squibb Company. 
  
 George’ great grandson, Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, a Hamilton graduate and former 
 executive in the Bristol-Myers Company, was a musician who wrote numerous choral 
 and organ compositions.  On one of his visits to Clinton, his reflections on his family  
 included being told that in the early days the Bristol, Gridley, and Hastings families 
 met socially to sing, play instruments thus creating their own entertainment. 

 
The Bristol family was an enterprising, musical, hard-working family interested in higher education.  From the inception 
of the Hamilton-Oneida Academy and to the present a Bristol or Bristol descendent has been on the Board of Trustees at 

Hamilton – leaving no doubt as to their devotion and generosity to the college.  
 
 

           Midge Bakos 
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Lee Hastings Bristol,  
standing next to Henry Platt 
Bristol’s memorial window 
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Join the Book Group! 
 

 Stone Church’s Book Group 
 will meet Saturday, May 2 at 10 
 a.m. and Saturday, May 16 at 9 
 a.m.  This will conclude their 
 meetings until Saturday,  
 September 19 when they will start 
 a new book.   

 
All are encouraged to attend.  Contact Joyce Wilbur, 
853-2350, or Elaine Mushtare, 841-4648, for more  
information. 
  
 
 
 
 

The World’s Smallest Church Contest has a winner! 
 
Do any of you realize that the world’s smallest church is in our backyard - so to speak 
- located on Sconondoa Road in Oneida, NY?  Well, Doris Ackerman does.  She grew 
up in the Oneida area and had heard of it but had never actually visited the nondenomi-
national church built on wooden pilings in the middle of a pond.  It is accessible only 
by boat and is used mainly for weddings - with room enough only for the minister, 
bride, and groom.  The rest of the wedding party has to anchor nearby in boats.  
 
Bev Miller will donate a chicken to Heifer Project International in Doris’ honor.  Con-
gratulations, Doris!!! 

ABC Program Opportunities 
 
The Clinton ABC (A Better Chance) Program seeks an 
energetic, dedicated couple to serve as resident direc-
tors.  Responsibilities include supervision of eight ABC 
students and oversight of the ABC House on Campus 
Road.  Benefits include room and board and the satis-
faction that you have made a significant impact on the 
lives of eight young men.  For more information, con-
tact Lori Hunt at 853-3654 or lhunt@ccs.edu. 
 
A major fundraiser for the ABC Program are the bed 
and breakfast weekends for Hamilton College parents 
for Graduation Weekend (May 24, 2009) and Family 
Weekend (October 30, 2009).  Hosts provide a bed-
room and breakfast for parents.  For more information, 
contact Phyllis Moore at 853-5881 or 
philley2002@aol.com. 

Don’t miss your chance to enter the Fire Extinguisher Contest! 
 
 The Property Committee hereby announces an exciting contest for the congregation.  
 The committee members have been evaluating the Church and realized they knew  
 neither the number nor the location of the church’s fire extinguishers.  So, they are  
 challenging the congregation to find the location of all eight fire extinguishers in  
 the building.  

 
 Snail mail (P.O. Box 33) or email stonepres@verizon.net) your answers to the  
 church office or give them to Peggy. The first person to accurately describe all  
 eight locations (or come the closest to the correct answer) will receive a prize  
 and recognition in next month’s Corner Stone.  

 
 The fame alone should inspire you to scour the church for  
 those all important red canisters. Good luck!!! 



Remember in Prayer 
   
  

 Gil Adams Family 
 Padgett Family  
 Kaytryn Bentley & Family  
 Mary Ellen Brandis 
 Cookenham Family 
 Dortha & Bill Glaser 
 Eleanor Palmer 
 Dick & Elaine Schmidt 
 Karen Stockton’s husband 
 Allen Solomon 
 Brian Britcher and Family 
 Pete Forrester 
 Ewa & Tom Lawrence 
 John Stiefvater and Family 
 Mary Miller 
 Flo Dewey, Dennis’ mother 
 Jim & Ginny Francis 

Good news!  Thanks to you all! 
 
Tim Fletcher, Matt’s brother, has returned to the states 
from Afghanistan to Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  He 
has been promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and is now a 
member of the USAFC (USA Army Special Forces 
Command) unit.  He greatly appreciated you mail while 
in Afghanistan. We will keep you posted if he is again 
reassigned overseas.   

4 - Alan Petrie 
6 - Donna Goodfriend 
8 - Hal Rance 
10 - Jesse Miller 
  Leanne Miller 
11 - Fay Brandis 
16 - Debbie Altdoerffer 
  Sara Coe 
17 - Sue Raitt 
18 - Paige Pavlot 
21 - Marge Chamberlain 
  Margaret Snow 

22 - Hannah Rosenstein 
24 - Audrey Russo 
25 - Ralph Newell 
26 - Debbie LaFont 
29 - Dianne Tuttle 
31 - Elaine Mushtare 

May Birthdays 
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Birthday Ble$$ings   
 
Looking for a gift for someone who has everything?  
Or a way to honor someone?  Consider giving a Birth-
day Ble$$ing.  Donate money to the church through 
this program and we will acknowledge the gift to the 
person honored and let them know that you thought of 
them in this very meaningful way.   
 
The money received from this program goes directly 
into the general fund to help defray our daily expenses.  

Graduation time is here!  
 
 Samantha Whittemore is 
 graduating from the St.  
 Elizabeth’s School of Nursing 
 on Saturday, May 16.  She has 
 accepted a nursing job with St. 
 Luke’s and will continue her 
 pursuit of a BS degree in  

 nursing from SUNY/IT.   
 
Shannon LaFont Shetty will receive an associates  
degree in Veterinary Science Technology from 
SUNY/Delhi on Saturday, May 16.   Her future plans 
include moving to NYC to be with her husband and 
hunting for a job, preferably with small animals. 
 
Our heartiest congratulations to both of you! 

Are you graduating? 
 
If you (or someone in your family) are  
graduating from high school or college this 
spring, please let the church office know so 
we can put your name in our June newslet-
ter.  Thanks! 

More good news! 
 
Dorothy Carpenter is how home after a short stay in 
Oneida Extended Care.  Her broken ankle is healing.  
We wish her well! 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

 May 5 Gene & Wilma Lawson 
 May 20 Pat & Buzz Joseph  
 May 25 Fay and Mary Ellen Brandis 



Thank You Notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  We are 
grateful for all who minister in ways great and small.  This month we extend our thanks to. . .  
 
. . . Ceil Gilbert for organizing all the meals for Lent and Holy Week. 
. . . Celeste Clawson, Dennis Dewey, Donna Goodfriend, Bonnie Hyde, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Sherry Robinson, 
 Barb Stockbridge, and Joyce Wilbur for helping out with all the meals for Lent and Holy Week. 
. . . Midge Bakos and Donna Goodfriend for their work on the Easter garden. 
. . . the Design Team - Dave Forbes, Donna Goodfriend, Jim Hyde, Scott Leonard, and Joyce Wilbur - for the upcoming 
 retreat. 
. . . to the Stone Storytellers for an excellent evening of “Stories from the Gospel of Matthew.” 
. . . to Dave Forbes for his heartfelt sermon the Sunday after Easter. 
. . . to Jim Hyde and Ann Smallen for their cost-saving efforts. 
. . . to Grace Whittemore for leading the worship as liturgist in the absence of the pastor. 
. . . to John Menard and Dave Forbes for meeting with the Mayor of Clinton. 
 
Note:   If you’d like to express thanks for a service ministry someone has done, please let us know and we’ll include it 

in a future newsletter. 
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Kirkland Community Bloodmobile 
 

Saturday, May 9, 2009 
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591 
Franklin Avenue, Clinton NY 

 
New and past blood donors are needed (ongoing need 
for 0 type blood). Call Bill Rudge at 853-6300 or sign-
up via E-mail: Rudge44@aol.com to schedule your 
appointment.  Double Red donation appointments for 
0-,0+,A- & B- only. 
 
Walk-ins are essential and will be very welcome. 
 
We are extremely fortunate that the Clinton VFW con-
tinues to help us obtain the precious, life saving gift of 
blood needed for our Red Cross NY-PENN District 
Blood Bank. 
 
In case you are not aware, New York- Penn Blood Ser-
vices provides whole blood and blood medicine prod-
ucts to all our area hospitals and other organizations 
that dispense blood medicine services. 
 
Thank you for continuing to share “God’s Gift of Life” 
with those in need of blood transfusions or blood medi-
cine products. 
 
Bill Rudge, Kirkland Bloodmobile Committee  

Kirkland Community Prayer Breakfast 
 
 

Thursday, May 21         7 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
Martin Luther Home  

 
Kirkland area residents are encouraged to join local 
religious leaders and Kiwanis Club members in the 13th 
Annual Clinton Kiwanis Club Prayer Breakfast on 
Thursday, May 21. 
 
Please make your reservation by contacting Bill Rudge 
at 853-6300 or  Rudge44@aol.com. 

Scout News 
 
On a very cold, rainy Saturday morning, April 4, the 
troop went on a “Ten Commandments Hike” where 
they went around the village stopping at different spots, 
particularly area churches, to hear someone talk about 
one of the Ten Commandments.  The stop at Stone 
Church was for the 6th Commandment, “You shall not 
murder,” which Rev. Dennis Dewey spoke on. 
 
On June 8 the troop chaplain, Bill Rudge, will chair the 
annual Aplin District Dinner at Harts Hill Inn where 
District Awards of Merit will be given to outstanding 
adult scouters.  Paul Vitagliano from the Insight House 
will be the guest speaker. 
 
Scott Leonard, Troop 9 Charter Representative 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey 
Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
  
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  
 Treasurer: Ann Smallen Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 
 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 
 Office: 315-853-2933                         www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the June issue of the 
newsletter is Thursday, May 21. 
 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 853-2951, 
with articles for submission.  

Say cheese! 
 
If anyone has a digital camera 
and would be willing to take 
pictures at church events, please 
contact Ceil  Gilbert (853-8289) 
or Dennis Dewey (853-2933). 


