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June 1, 2014 ––––Ascension –––– The Lord’s Supper    

           Acts 1:1-11 the ascension of Jesus   
        Psalm 47 Clap your hands, my people.  
Ephesians 1:15-23 Christ is ruler of the universe. 
     Luke 24:44-53 Jesus ascends into heaven.  
         Sermon “Put Your Hands Together”   

June 15, 2014 – Trinity Sunday/Hymn Sing/Blanket Sunday            June 22, 2014 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

                   Genesis 1:1–2:4a the creation story                                      The Storytellers: “Meeting God in the Stories”                                         
   Psalm 8  O God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!        
 I Corinthians 12:4-13 There is a variety of gifts, but one Spirit.  
   Matthew 28:16-20 Jesus’ great commission to his disciples  
 

 Dennis Dewey invites us to sing the hymns that he has written  

          and/or composed over the 35 years of his ministry. 

       
 

Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m. 
 

                                              At Stone Church                               At Clinton United Methodist 

                                              June 29 – July 27                                             August 3 – 24 

    

            

            

 
  

June 29, 2014 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
  Hosea 6:1-6 – God desires steadfast love, not sacrifice. 

 Romans 6:12-23 You are not under the law, but under grace. 
   Matthew 10:24-39 Jesus teaches with “hard sayings.” 

     Sermon “What Is Grace?” – Elder Elizabeth Smith preaching  
 

    

   July 6 at Stone: “What’s the Deal with Denominations?” - The Lord’s Supper 
                         Thursday, July 10:  Taizé at Stone, 7:00 p.m. 
                     July 13 at Stone:  “Are We Debtors or Trespassers?” 
 July 20 at Stone: Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaches on “Whither Christian Perfection?” 
”                   July 27 at Stone: “John Calvin Meets John Wesley”  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                            August 31 (Labor Day Weekend) 

                                                                                                             On the Village Green 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

        The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                    as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 

June 8, 2014 – Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 
Acts 2:1-21 the story of Pentecost  

  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

  II Corinthians 13:11-13 Paul’s pep talk and blessing 
John 7:37-39 the promise of the Spirit  

Sermon “God Be Wi’ Ye”  

Thursday, June 12, at 7:00 p.m.  –  Taizé 

A service for the soul: prayer, scripture, silence, candlelight and simple music 



Holy Orders 
 

The basic form of ministry is that of the whole people of God, from whose midst some are called to ordered 
ministries to fulfill particular functions. The Church’s ministry is a gift from Jesus Christ to the whole 
Church. Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the 
ministry of women and men for the establishment and extension of God’s new creation. Christ’s ministry is 
the foundation and standard for all ministry, the pattern of the one who came “not to be served but to serve.”  
 

                                                   The Book of Order of The Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

It was a sultry evening, June 17, 1979. People gathered at First Presbyterian Church in Waterville, 
New York, and fanned themselves vigorously with their bulletins against the heat. Dressed in a long 
black robe and sporting a full head of hair and bushy beard, I was particularly aware of the temperature and the humidity. 
 

The Presbytery of Utica’s ordination commission included: The Rev. Wil-
liam Patterson, Elder Shirley Hart, the Rev. Gerald Platz, the Rev. William 
Loan, the Rev. Keith Dewey. Shirley, my mother-in-law of less than a year, 
had occupied nearly the same pew back in September when her daughter 
and I took our marriage vows. Church greeters take note: It was Shirley, 
along with her husband Jim, who welcomed me into that Presbyterian 
Church one morning five years earlier when, having managed to haul my 
sorry, just-this-side-of-hung-over keister out of bed barely early enough to 
get to church to see if by some chance I might, as one in the throes of an 
existential crisis de jure of the age twenty-something variety, find some 
comfort and solace. I knew nothing about the Presbyterian Church except 

that its building stood in the middle of town and appeared to have been around for a hundred years or so. 
 

Growing up as a Methodist with my father as pastor for most of my life, the one thing I knew for 
sure was that I did not want to follow in my father’s footsteps. I was not even sure I believed in 
God, let alone trusted the antiquated institution known as “the church” to be of any relevance to 
my life. Now, of course, I believe that that lark was providential, one of the node points in my life 
story, an event which, even if not literally planned by God, nonetheless set in motion God’s pur-
poses for my life.  
 

Four years of undergraduate school in philosophy and a three year Master’s degree at Princeton Theological Seminary, en-
during the rigors of Hebrew and Greek while incurring debt that would finally be paid off 15 years after graduation, and un-
dergoing a grueling regimen of ordination examinations in exegesis, practical theology, church government and Bible con-
tent, I now discover by googling “ordination” that for $7.99 I can be ordained by “The Universal Life Church Monastery,” 
who claim, “Our fundamental task is to promote freedom of religion and to ‘do that which is right.’” (See certificate at right.) 
 

Well, I am glad that, 35 years downstream of that milestone event, life finds me celebrating the anniversary of this thing 
called “ordination”—undertaken by means of a decidedly more challenging route. And I am so very grateful to have spent 
the last 7 ½ years of that stream swimming in God’s grace with you at Stone Church. My “adoptive” Presbyterian  tradition 
acknowledges that once an individual candidate has gone through a period of discernment and training related to this call, the 
educational requirements have been met, and careful examination has been brought to bear, the Presbytery may authorize 
that individual to be “ordained to a call” to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments—ordained not for reasons of 
“power” or “prestige,” but for the good ordering of the common ministry of all believers. I wear a white alb (the baptismal 
robe) most Sundays to remind me and all of you that my primary ordination is the same one by which you entered Christ’s 
body: the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Linda Rance tells with glee that she and Hal, John and Chris Menard, Gary and Judy LaGasse,  and John and MaryAnn Stie-
fvater have planned an extravaganza in celebration (more of a “roast” I gather), auspiciously to take place the evening of Fri-
day the Thirteenth at Twin Ponds beginning at 6:00 p.m. I am grateful that so many of you plan to attend and celebrate 
God’s having invited me to take these "holy orders" by, with and for God’s Presbyterian people. 
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More about Worship at Stone in June and July and August 
 
Typically, the cover of The Corner Stone lists the upcoming worship plans for the month: scriptures (with a brief de-
scription of each) and sermon title or theme, as well as the liturgical date, notices of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
and anything of special note that may be happening in worship (guest preacher, storytellers’ presentation, guest  musi-
cians). Because this edition of The Corner Stone covers three months, June – July – August, the front page is rather 
crowded. As old Joe Friday from Dragnet would say, “Just the facts, Ma’am.” So I would like to call your attention to 
some of the features of worship in these summer months. 
 

FIRST: PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SUMMER SERIES BEGINS THE LAST SUNDAY OF JUNE WITH 
WORSHIP TIME SHIFTING TO 9:30 FOR THE REST OF THE SUMMER! (We’re taking bets in the office how 
many will show up on June 29 at the end of the service!) You won’t want to miss guest preacher, Elder Elizabeth Smith, 
as she explores the question, “What Is Grace?” and tells of her recent experiences in prison ministry. 
 
The first two Sundays of June are Ascension and Pentecost. We’ll celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the 
month (June 1st) in the “traditional” Presbyterian fashion (seated in the pews). On Pentecost, June 8th, we’ll come for-
ward to receive in response to the story of birth of the church in the tongues of flame, and we’ll welcome new members 
to our midst. 
 
On June 15th , I invite you to worship that is somewhat self-indulgent on my part—a service built around 15 of the 
scores of hymns that I have written and/or composed over the course of my ministry and a word or two about the story 
and personal faith journey behind each. (I borrow from The Sound of Music to refer to this service unofficially as “A 
Few of My Favorite Things.”) Once every 35 years, I get to do this…and invite you along to praise God with me in the 
process! 
 
The following Sunday, June 22nd, the Stone Storytellers get to tell you a few of their own favorite biblical stories and 
bear testimony to the significance of these stories in their lives and faith—what it has meant to them to hold these words 
in their hearts. 
 

JULY’S SERIES continues with the United Methodists joining us as we explore (on July 6th) “What’s the Deal with 
Denominations?” Why are there over 8000 different ones in the United States alone, and what difference does it make 
that one is Presbyterian, a United Methodist or a Lutheran or a Roman Catholic? We hear in worship this day Jesus’ 
prayer that his followers “may all be one.” We join together as one in celebrating the Lord’s Supper this Sunday. 
 
July 13th’s worship revisits a theme that was so popular a few years ago during our shared summer worship that it is 
making a comeback by popular demand: “You say ToMAYto, I say ToMAHto; you say TRESPASSES, I say DEBTS.” 
What’s up with that? We look at Jesus’ teaching on prayer from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. We will also cele-
brate the Sacrament of Baptism for Buffie Brothers’ daughter, Emily.  
 
On July 20th, worship is led by Dr. G. Roberts Kolb, who explores the nuances of Presbyterian and Methodist traditions 
with respect to matters of “justification” and “sanctification” in a sermon entitled, “Whither Christian Perfection?” And 
on the last Sunday of July, the 28th, we experience a drama:  What happens in heaven as the lawyer/father of Presbyte-
rian theology, John Calvin, takes a meeting with Anglican priest/theologian with a “Method,” John Wesley.  We might 
call this “A Tale of Two Johns.” 
 
The first four Sundays of August find us joining to worship at Clinton United Methodist Church with the Rev. Jeff Hale 
preaching. Labor Day Weekend Sunday actually falls on August 31st this year, and that will be led by CUMC on the 
Village Green. All summer services begin at 9:30 a.m. (STARTING ON JUNE 29TH!) 

 
Dennis Dewey  
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Yummy meals prepared 
 

The afternoon of May 15, 2014 Stone 
Church kitchen was a busy place. 
While there was pleasant conversation, 
the focus of this activity was serving, 
packaging and labeling food for Your 
Neighbors clients. 
  

“Your Neighbors, Inc.” is dedicated to 
providing quality service and support in their homes to people who are frail, elderly 
or disabled. The “Your Neighbors” volunteers offer friendly visits, medical trans-
portation, supplemental frozen meals and other services. 
  

Thanks to your generous donations, Stone Church Mission committee prepared and 
assembled 60 wonderful, nutritious meals for “Your Neighbors” clients.  Thanks to 
Linda Rance, Gary and Judy LaGasse, Doris Locke, Steve McVey, Dennis Dewey, 
Pat and Buzz Joseph and Mary Chamberlain for providing food and/or assistance in 
providing these meals. 
  

We all are appreciative of the generous support offered by the Stone Church com-
munity. Thank you. 
 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Fair Trade Shoppe at 
the Farmer’s Market! 
 
It's Farmer's Market 
time!  That means the shop is 
in full swing, and we are in 
need of more workers.  Please 
contact Lauralyn (853-8738) if 
you are able to give a few 
hours on Thursdays, or on 2nd 
Saturdays.  
 
If you can't spare a few hours, 
you can still support this en-
deavor by shopping.  We get 
new items in all the time, so 
come have a look! 
 
Lauralyn Kolb 

Prison Privy 
“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  

who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40 
 
Around ten or eleven years ago I began my involvement with prison ministry. It wasn’t something that I set out to be a 
part of, it just happened. Our group goes into prisons under the name of ACT (Alive in Christ Together). We serve as an 
ecumenical movement. It is our mission to serve the Lord within NY State by encouraging the residents that we serve to 
become more active Christians during and after their incarceration. Our service to the Lord is done primarily through an 
intense three-day program, strongly encouraging the residents to go to other faith-based activities within the prison, and 
provide a weekly Bible study supported by members of the ACT group.   
 
People from all over NY State serve the ACT ministry. We go into correctional facilities as teams of 20 to 30 volunteers 
with three to four pastors (Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, etc.). Husbands and wives are encouraged to serve together 
on these weekends to be good examples of Christian marriages.  We serve in maximum to minimum facilities. The ACT 
program was started through a Catholic ministry called Residents Encounter Christ (REC). The REC and ACT ministries 
are closely related in their respective mission. 
 
There is a series of fifteen talks the residents hear during the course of a weekend. The major theme for these weekend 
retreats is to know, love and serve the Lord, to die to self, to rise again in the Lord, and to go forth together (the Paschal 
Mystery). The basic techniques used emphasize personal and community growth. A community grows by developing its 
members (not isolation) and by improving its environment (not avoidance). All of the talks revolve around this theme. 
 
I have enjoyed my time serving the Lord in this ministry. I have grown spiritually and have learned to love ‘the least of 
these’ through the heart of Christ. During my time serving in this ministry, I have become a better servant, a better per-
son, and have become closer to my Lord and Savior. 
 
In His service, Elizabeth Smith 
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What is Church World Service? 
 
Church World Service’s (CWS's) work began in 1946, in the aftermath of the Second World 
War, with a mission to feed the hungry and help those in need. Seventeen denominations came 
together to form an agency to do in partnership what none could have hoped to do as well 
alone. Their mission statement was simple: “Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, 
comfort the aged, shelter the homeless.” 
 
In 1946-47, U.S. churches opened their hearts and provided more than 11 million pounds of 
food, clothing, and medical supplies to war-torn Europe and Asia. Protestants and Catholics pooled talent and resources 
to meet a staggering refugee crisis. Over the years the success stories have been many. One of the first was in Algeria, in 
North Africa. Over four years, using more than 5 million human-days of volunteer labor, some 20 million forest and fruit 
trees were planted to anchor the soil against nature's persistent erosion. In India, CWS helped countless villages con-
struct reservoirs, dig wells, and lay irrigation systems. The result: "drought insurance" and improved food production. 
And so began Church World Service’s impact on our world.  
 
The same partnerships that enhanced its development efforts have continued to enable CWS to maximize its response to 
people in need. Over the years, one program that has evolved is that which we colloquially call the Blanket Sunday do-
nation program. 
 

 
What is the CWS Blankets+ Program? 
 

Blankets+ is a special mission opportunity for all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations 
and groups across the U.S. hold CWS Blankets+ events, providing funds to help peo-
ple in need around the world. CWS , working in partnership with local communities 
to identify their needs and access the resources they need to build the foundation for 
a more viable future, uses Blankets+ funds to provide: 
 
♦  Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster. 
  In 2013 alone, tens of thousands of emergency items were supplied through
  out the US and the world. 
♦ Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields 
♦   Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water 
 to drink and to irrigate crops and gardens 
♦ Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their  
    potential. 

 
Our contributions on June 15 (Father’s Day), which is the Sunday we have designated as Blanket and Tool Sunday 
will be used for these vital programs. 
 
Please plan to enthusiastically enhance the Blankets+ program through your financial  
support on June 15. Envelopes will be available in church or your donation can be  
clearly delineated and mailed to the Church office.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

Incorporated as the Presbyterian Society of Clinton, Inc. since 7/10/1924 

But what took so long once Stone Church became Presbyterian in 1864? 
 
When the Congregational church was founded by Rev. Jonathan Edwards August 29, 179l, a 
“religious society” was established named “The Society of Clinton” legally incorporated and led 
by Moses Foot, Eli Bristol, Ebenezer Butler, Jr., Hannaniah Ellinwood, Ebenezer Tuttle and 
Samuel Tuttle as trustees. The society basically handled financial, property, and business mat-
ters. After first hiring a pastor and then building a log cabin for worship, the “Old White Meet-
ing House” was built taking five years to complete. Forty years later, the church was in need of 
repair and too small for the growing congregation. The decision was made to build a Stone 
Church. At this time, the trustees petitioned Oneida County Court to change the society’s name 
to: “The Trustees of the Clinton Congregational Society” and it was granted March 12, 1834. 
 
The trustees retained this name for ninety years. When the church decided to become Presbyte-
rian in 1864, not a hint appears in the notes about becoming incorporated financially as Presby-
terian. They became Presbyterian because Utica Presbytery was nearby whereas the Oneida  

Association with which this church was connected as Congregationalists was quite a long distance to travel.  To top it all 
off, when they arrived at Association meetings, quite often business couldn’t be transacted for lack of a quorum -- all 
very frustrating to say the least.  Remember, there were no cars then. 
 
Another opportunity passed them by when the fire of 1876 took place. One would think that with the new bills arriving 
for the building of the present Stone Church a change would be made to avoid any confusion to the companies doing the 
work. 

 
Then on November 13, 1922, Fred Payne who was president of the Trustees called a meeting at his home on Williams 
Street for the specific reason to change the corporate name. But in their haste the resolution in the minutes reads: to peti-
tion the Supreme Court to have the incorporated name of the Society of Clinton (its original 179l name) to Clinton Con-
gregational Society (its present name). This was not the change sought.  The error was not discovered until a year and a 
half later on June 15, 1924. “The Trustees of the Clinton Congregational Society” was finally officially changed to 
“Presbyterian Society of Clinton, Inc.” July 10, 1924. 

 
Prior to the trustees meeting to change the corporate name, discussions were 
held on selling, assigning and transferring U.S. Treasury Bonds and other in-
vestments and to hire a lawyer. These discussions probably prompted the name 
change. Looming before them was the removal of the spire and the rebuilding 
of the present tower to the tune of $19,500. 

   
Fred Payne was a respected trustee entrusted with several responsibilities and 
on the job for nearly ten years—in fact, he died suddenly about 5 days after a 
trustee meeting. He had been Clinton’s Postmaster for 16 years. 

  
Trustees remained a separate board or “society” until 1976 when the duties of 
the trustees were assimilated by the Session. 
 
        
 Midge Bakos 
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SPOILER ALERT: Stone to welcome new members on Pentecost Sunday 
 
It’s a little premature to make this 
announcement now because the pro-
spective new members will be meet-
ing for the first time after The Corner 
Stone has gone to print, but we are 
hoping that these new friends will 
want to take the next step in their life 
with this community of faith and be-
come members of Stone Presbyterian  
Church on Pentecost Sunday, June 8, and we don’t want to wait until September to introduce you to them! 
 
Emily Young and Peter Massi [left in picture above] have been worshiping with us for the better part of a year now. They 
plan to be married next summer here at Stone and are delighted at the prospect of becoming members. Emily is a physical 
therapist who grew up in Lowville and studied Physical Therapy at Andrews in Scotland. Peter is finishing a graduate 
degree in Education and will do student teaching in the 4th grade starting in the fall. An August 2015 wedding is planned. 
 
Steven McVey [middle] hails from Oregon. He’s fluent in Chinese and spends his days in providing care for a number of 
local people who need help and gardening—two things at which he excels. Steven will be spending much of the summer 
back in Oregon and will be leaving before Pentecost, but we are hoping to celebrate his uniting with us nonetheless. 
 
Heather Bagnall [right] and her boys, Griffin and Tyler, have sung with the Stone Church choir for a year now. A talented 
vocalist with a beautiful alto voice, Heather teaches elementary music. She’s also quite talented at sewing. 
 
Clinton resident Dave Duncan [not pictured] moved here from the Capital District and works in the accounting depart-
ment of a local auto group. He appreciates the openness, friendliness, quality worship experiences and commitment to 
justice and mission for which Stone stands. 
 
By the time this edition of TCS is published, these new friends will have met for dinner prepared by Donna Goodfriend 
and for conversation with Dennis and several of our Ruling Elders around what it means to be people of faith in this day 
and age, and will have been invited to consider what it means to become a member of Stone Church and of the people 
called “Presbyterians.” 

Maintaining The Stone Church Prayer List 
 

“See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

                                                                                                                                       -- I Thessalonians 5:15-18 
 

As followers of Christ, we may not achieve the goal of “praying without ceasing,” but we do seek to 
pray for needs of our community of faith, for those known and loved by us, for our community and 
for our world—its peace and justice. We even try to follow Jesus’ teaching to pray for our enemies. 
 
We want you to know that just because names are removed from our prayer list, we do not cease to 
pray for them and for God’s grace with them. The names typically remain on the list for several 
months and then are taken off to make room as new concerns emerge. If prayers are requested for an 
individual or household, we are glad to add them, and if the person adding those names would like 
them re-posted or listed for a longer time, that desire can be expressed to the pastor or any elder or 
deacon, to the church office or by clicking the REQUEST A PRAYER link on the church’s website 
(www.stonepres.org). Meanwhile, please know that your requests are made known to God again and 
again by those who pray both in Sunday worship and at home. 



Deacons’ Corner 
 

                    Why is Worshiping Together So Important?  

 If  it’s all  about worshiping in our hearts, why do we sing songs together?  Why can’t I just 
stay home and worship God?  Why is it necessary to sing together, worship together and be together 

in Church?   
 Why does everyone put so much importance on organized, corporate worship?  Christianity 

was founded on no rules, no formal religious practices, no following a checklist, so why do we get together every week? 
          So what if I don’t sing?  My voice is terrible and no one wants to hear me anyways, so what does it matter?  EX-
CUSES - EXCUSES!!!  None of these matters, because Jesus has the answers for us, and He told his followers to gather 
together to worship – together!  The disciples gathered together constantly in the temple to worship after Jesus’ resurrec-
tion. 
         You gather with your family or friends regularly because it is good to see them and you want to spend time with 
them. We should be thinking this same thing about our worship time – spent with our spiritual family and friends – and 
with the head of the house – Jesus! 
        Coming together centers our lives on Jesus and is healthy for your body, too.  Our hearts beat together, we breathe 
together, our mouths sing God’s praises together.  God’s glory is our highest goal and we can achieve that as we sing  
and worship together. 
        God’s plan for us is to be together.  He wants us to need Him, to let Him love us. 
 

Love and Peace, 
Gil Adams, Jim Gavett, Emily Hughes, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller. Hal Rance, Linda Rance, Brooke Villiere 
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Stone Storytellers Take the Story to the Ends of the Earth!  
 
As we will hear on Ascension Sunday (June 1), Jesus commissions his disciples, “You will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Well, maybe Whites-
boro and Vernon are not quite the ends of the earth, but the Stone Storytellers, indeed, received 
the power of the Holy Spirit and have been witness at two churches of the Presbytery of Utica.  
 
On Sunday evening, May 4, they held forth at Whitesboro Presbyterian Church, doing a repeat 
performance of the “Epic Telling” that they had presented Stone Church on Palm Sunday eve-
ning: Alive! The Four Easter Stories [below, left]. 

Two weeks later they presented the program before a very appreciative audience at the Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church 
in the village of Vernon [above, right]. Storyteller David Blanks was unable to take part “live” in this final presentation, 
so he appeared in video on the sanctuary’s screen, telling the ending of the Gospel of Luke and the crucifixion story from 
John’s gospel. 
 
The Stone Storytellers are exploring plans to take the stories to the Oneida County Jail and/or the Marcy Correctional 
Facility in the fall. The Stone Storytellers pictured in the left photo are Anne Dunn, Elizabeth Smith, Sherry Robinson, 
Scott Leonard, Dennis Dewey, Donna Goodfriend and David Blanks.  



Country Pantry Kids Paks    
 
It is time to start thinking about school breaks and the 
need for KIDS PAKS. What is a kids pak? It is an extra 
bag of food given to children to offset the lack of 
school meals during school breaks. The focus is on 
food that will appeal to children. Please start bringing 
the items to church. Last year they distributed 150 bags 
each month, June - September.  
 
KID PAK items: peanut butter, 
100% juice boxes, fruit cups, snack 
bars, oatmeal packets, canned pasta.  
The Pantry is always in need of 
canned fruit as this is an expensive 
item for them to purchase.  
 
Monetary donations may be sent to the Country Pantry 
at PO Box 76, Clinton, NY 13323. 
 
Questions?  Contact Judy LaGasse, 725-2217. 
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Highlights of the May 19, 2014 Session meeting 
 
♦ A mid-year budget report will be available at the next Session meeting.  The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and 

received.   
♦ The elders continued their discussion of “The Presbyterian Ruling Elder: An Essential Guide.” 
♦ Rev. Dewey reported that the epic storytelling went well at the Whitesboro and Vernon Presbyterian churches. 
♦ Summer joint services with the Methodists will begin Sunday, June 29. 
♦ A purchase offer for the manse has been received.  The NYS Supreme Court now needs to approve the sale. 
♦ New fans are helping to mitigate moisture problems. 
♦ A motion was made, seconded and passed to allow Adam Blanks to renovate the Scout Room for his Eagle Scout 

project.  John Menard will supervise. 
♦ A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the baptism of Emily, Buffie Brothers’ daughter, on Sunday, 

July 13. 
♦ Blanket and Tool Sunday is set for Sunday, June 15. 
♦ A new members’ dinner is scheduled for May 29 at 5:30 p.m. Installation will take place on June 8 with breakfast 

prior to the service. 
♦ A motion was made, seconded and passed to transfer the Tuttles’ membership to Hamilton United Methodist 

Church. 
♦ Application for the Small Employer Healthcare Credit has been made. 
♦ Farmers Market starts Thursday, June 5. 
♦ The Deacons continue to serve our members in need. 
♦ A motion was made, seconded and passed to purchase a new computer for the church office. 
♦ The dinner party to celebrate Dennis Dewey’s 35th ordination anniversary will take place on Friday, June 13 at Twin 

Ponds. 

 

A Thank You Note 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, E-mails, 
phone calls, visits, food and prayers during my recov-
ery from shingles. It made life much easier for me. 
 
Thanks again, 
Ceil Gilbert 

No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House. Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated!   

 
As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 
back of the sanctuary.  Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 
853-8289. 



Remember in Prayer  
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
- Eleanor Palmer 
- Jim Royce 
- Larry and Gail Losch 
- Whittemore family 
- Catalin 
- Lora Schilder and family 
- Menard family 
- Mildred Schell 
- Wendy Kiger 
- Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  
- Spencer (Donna Goodfriend’s nephew) 
- Patty Jenkins deployed in Afghanistan 
- Barbara 
- Carolyn Barnum 
- Nita (Rob Kolb’s sister) 
- Pavlot family 
- Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
- Donna Marie Todd  
- Peodor Cienciala (Ewa Lawrence’s uncle) & family 
- Family of Chris Klossner 
- Alice 
- Frances Hunter (Sherry Robinson’s aunt) & family 
- Carol Goodfriend (Pete’s mother) 
- Hernandez family 
- Victims of recent tragedies 

    June Birthdays 

4 - Krystal Pavlot 
5 - Nola Monohan 
13 - Marilyn Butler 
  Mary Alice Morris 
14 - Amanda Lalonde 
  Simon Bishop 
15 - Bill Henry 
16 - Christine Menard 
17 - Adam Blanks 
19 - David Kolb 

22 - Larry Poppelbaum 
23 - Kevin Bering 
28 - Sue Bishop 
29 - Paul Joseph 
30 - Caleb Fletcher 
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July Birthdays 

August Birthdays 

1 - Kristen Goodfriend 
5 - Lauralyn Kolb 
  Heather Bagnall 
7 - Trudi Christeler 
9 - Jonathan LaFont 
11 - Susan Forbes 
13 - Clayton Whittemore   
  David Blanks 
16 - David Forbes 
19 - Lora Schilder 
21 - Germaine Gogel 

22 - Rob Kolb 
24 - Linda Rance 
  Debbie Zuchowski 
25 - Richard Raitt 
  John Menard 
  Caitlyn Copfer 
26 - Joe Pavlot 
 - Ken Coe 
27 - Pam Blanks 
29 - Sarah Machold 

4 - Michele Christeler 
6 - Steven Zuchowski Sr. 
9 - Fred Kaiser 
11 - Sherry Robinson 
13 - Gary LaGasse 
17 - Shirley Williams 
19 - James Zuchowski 
  Matthew Zuchowski 

20 - Jeffrey Kolb 
  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 
  Jessie Coe 
23 - Jack Altdoerffer 
28 - Elizabeth Smith 
29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

Happy Anniversary!!! 
 
6-6  Pete & Donna Goodfriend  
6-25  Frank & Grace Whittemore 
7-9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 
7-9  Leanne Miller & Ben Hirshfield 
7-15  Tom & Ewa Lawrence 
8-27  John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Happy Birthday 
 
♦ Happy 91st to Sue Bishop in June.  She has cared 

for her family all these years.  How nice that her 
grandson Andy and daughter and son-in-law Bill 
and Julie Huther are giving back in kind. 

 
♦ Did you realize Gertrude (Trudi as we all lovingly 

call her) Christeler will be 90 in August?  She’s 
one who is always willing to help with the newslet-
ter, bulletins, and knitting.  You never hear her 
complain!   

 
Special wishes to both of you! 

 
 



Recipes wanted 
 
We are inviting you all to submit your favorite recipes 
(old family favorites or something new you have just 
tried and think it is incredible) for our monthly newslet-
ter.  
 
Please send them by email to stonepres@ verizon.net, 
regular mail to P.O. Box 33, Clinton or drop them in 
the offering plate during Sunday service.  
 
Here’s hoping everyone participates, so we can have a 
recipe for each month.   
 

See this month’s recipe on this page -  

submitted by Judy LaGasse 

Recipe of the Month: 
 

Tomato Soup Cake/Bread 
 

Cream together: 1 cup sugar, 2 rounded Tablespoons 
shortening, and 1 egg.  Add: 1/2 cup chopped walnuts, 
1/2 cup raisins, 1 1/2 cups flour, 1 teaspoon each of 
cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, and baking powder.  Mix all 
together with 1 teaspoon baking soda mixed into a can 
of tomato soup.  Pour into a greased loaf pan or 8” x 8” 
pan.  Bake at 350º for 45-60 minutes. 
 
Judy LaGasse 
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Junior B Sharp concert 
 
The Junior B Sharp Musical Club will present its thirteenth annual benefit concert on Sunday, June 8, at 
3:00 p.m., at the Stone Presbyterian Church on the Green, in Clinton, NY.  The concert will raise funds 
for Camp Abilities, the Central Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired’s summer camp for 
visually impaired teens. 
 
The Junior B Sharp Musical Club was established in 1916, by the Senior B Sharp Musical Club, Inc. 
The membership consists of local students in grades 7 through 12.  The concert will feature student solos 

and ensembles, including works by Franck, Purcell, Chaminade, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Scriabin, and others. 
 
In the past, this annual concert has raised funds for a variety of local and international organizations.  Local organiza-
tions have included the music therapy department of the Upstate Golisano Children's Hospital in Syracuse, the Utica 
Zoo, The House of the Good Shepherd, the Utica Symphony, and the Parkinson’s Project of the Presbyterian Home.  
Other charities have included the Music Therapy Project (homeless shelters in NYC), Heifer International, Doctors 
Without Borders, and the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation. 
 
Suggested donations for tickets at the door are $10 adults, $5 students, and $25 families. For more information, call  
Lauralyn Kolb, 853-8738. 

Pie Sale a success! 
 

We would like to thank everyone 
who baked, worked, bought,  
donated money or helped in any 
way for our Annual Pie Sale on 
May 3rd. We made $510, which 
will be used for our mission  
projects.  

 
            The Women's Association 

Happy Graduation! 
 
Congratulations to Caleb Fletcher upon graduation 
from Clinton.  High school graduation is a big stepping 
stone to new horizons.  Caleb plans to attend East 
Carolina University in North Carolina this fall to major 
in computer science.  While in high school, Caleb ex-
celled in ice hockey, but he has no future plans for 
sports at college. 
 
Stone Church wishes him the best! 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Scott Leonard 

 Treasurer: Christine Menard  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                          www.stonepres.org      E-mail: stonepres@verizon.net  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the September  
issue of the newsletter is  
Wednesday, August 20.  
Contact Midge Bakos, editor, at 
853-2951 with questions or  
comments.   

Newsletter team   
 

Many thanks to Midge  
Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, 
Trudi Christeler, and Bev 
Miller who have collated, 
folded, taped and labeled 
this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you!     
 
 




