
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                                                                                     

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
  

November 1, 2015 – All Saints Sunday (Communion) 

Isaiah 25:6–9   God will make a feast  and wipe away tears.   

Psalm 24:1–10  The earth is the Lord’s.                                             

Revelation 21:1–6a  a new heaven and a new earth 

John 11:32–44  Jesus calls Lazarus out of the tomb.              

Sermon: ―A Matter of Life and Death‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 

 

November 8, 2015 – Consecration Sunday 

Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17   Ruth and Boaz have a son – as told by Donna Goodfriend 

Psalm 127  Sons are a heritage. 

Hebrews 9:24–28  Christ has appeared once for all.  

Mark 12:38–44  The poor widow donates all – as told by Anne Dunn 

Sermon: ―Holy Housekeeping‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

November 15, 2015 – 25th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 1:4–20  Hannah’s petition and promise 

1 Samuel 2:1–10  Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving 

Hebrews 10:11–25  Jesus is the single sacrifice for all. 

Mark 13:1–8  the destruction of the temple and signs of the end times –                                             

                       as told by Elizabeth Smith 

Sermon: ―Birthpangs‖ – Rev. Helen Tracy preaching  

 

 

November 22, 2015 – Reign of Christ (Communion) 

2 Samuel 23:1–7  the last words of David – as told by David Blanks 

Psalm 132:1–18  the everlasting covenant with David  

Revelation 1:4b–8  The kingdom of this world has become our Lord’s – as told by Donna Goodfriend 

John 18:33–37  Pilate asks, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  

Sermon: ―Thine is the Kingdom‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

November 29, 2015 – 1st Sunday in Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14–16 A branch will come from David  – as told by Anne Dunn 

Psalm 25:1–10  a prayer for guidance and deliverance  

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13  Put on the helmet of hope – as told by Peter Massi 

Luke 21:25–36  Signs of the coming of the Son of Man   

Sermon: ―Happy Holidays , ; : . ? !‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

November 2015November 2015  



What time is it? 
 

Ask an engineer the time and he’ll tell you how to build a clock.  I have worked hard to over-

come that tendency in myself (some would argue, not hard enough).  As I started to write this 

column, I found I had written about all the liturgical activities going on this month, but not 

where God was experienced.  So I put that pedagogical writing in another part of the newsletter 

(waste not, want not).      
 

As I write this, I have just come back from seeing a short documentary film at Mohawk Valley 

Community College along with my wife Helen and Donna Goodfriend.  The film is called ―In 

God’s House: The Religious Landscape of Utica, NY.‖  It was produced by Robert Knight,  

Assistant Professor of Art at Hamilton College.  The film provided an intimate look at a number 

of religious organizations in the Utica, NY area including Stone Presbyterian Church in Clinton, Tabernacle Baptist 

Church in Utica, the Vietnamese Quan Am Buddhist temple (former Episcopal church), and the Bosnian Islamic Asso-

ciation Mosque (former Methodist Church).  The part on Stone was relatively short, but did include an interview with 

retired Stone Church pastor Dennis Dewey (!) discussing changes in religious attitudes and participation from people.   
 

One thing that jumped out at me unexpectedly were the scenes at the Buddhist temple where the children were running 

around the worship area after the major part of the service.  They acted like—kids!  And in that moment I did not see 

Vietnamese or Buddhists; I saw regular human beings.  It was similar with the Bosnian Muslims.  They may believe and 

worship differently than we do, but they all are still God’s children and still deserve our love like all people do.  Funny 

thing—that’s what they also said in their interviews.   
 

With our amplified, incessant, and shock value, sound bite world you can forget that it is filled with real flesh-and-blood 

individuals, which is too bad because that is where you see God.   
 

I met with Korey and Keith Blenis to discuss the baptism of their son Connor.  And seeing that slightly mischievous near 

toddler-aged child scooching around to ―escape‖ while we talked just brought a smile to my face, both in seeing him and 

that on December 13 we’ll be baptizing him, where God will be in the midst of us. 
 

I asked for five volunteers at the October 11 services.  In addition to Mary Ann Stiefvater, Sherry Robinson, Phil, and 

Ceil Gilbert, a young girl—a visitor—raised her hand, Joy.  I gave them each $20 (well, I accidentally shorted Sherry) 

and told them they had to give it somehow, some way to a stranger (not an institution, like a charity) during the week.  

We heard their stories at the October 18 service (which I should have crafted the whole service around).  The almost ac-

cidental discovery of people in need, their shock and overwhelming gratefulness at receiving a gift of unconditional 

charity, showed the power of one stranger reaching out directly to another stranger and how mightily God’s presence 

was manifest.    
 

Your church leadership gave up the better part of a Saturday on October 17 to discuss, discern, and plan our future.  You 

can read elsewhere in the newsletter some of the outcomes, but one thing that struck me, as it has for the past nine years 

since we started these intentional regular heart-to-heart relationship-building and planning sessions, is, despite our con-

tinuing financial challenges, the unwavering faith to continue to move forward, to continue to focus on the mission God 

has called us to, and to continue to love one another and try to figure out how we can extend that love to others.   

  

On November 8 as part of our worship we will collectively and individually consecrate ourselves to the church, con-

cretely with our financial estimate of giving, but also with our hearts and spirits, and heads and minds to continue to 

work that we believe God is calling us to do. 
 

Truth be told, I can’t tell how to build a clock (though that wouldn’t stop me from trying), but I can tell you when you 

can experience God if you want—all the time. 
 

Shalom,              
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The Giving Spirit: With Glad and Generous Hearts 
 

For us in Clinton, New York, November is most closely associated with Thanksgiv-

ing, that national holiday designed as an opportunity to reflect upon our blessings and 

the Clinton Shopper’s Stroll, a festive event highlighting our lovely community and its 

merchants.  For us at Stone Church, November is also, and perhaps more importantly, 

the month during which our stewardship campaign is concluded. For four Sundays in 

October and November leading up to our consecration of gifts, this year on November 

8, we focus upon reflection of our relationship with God and our Church. While both 

Thanksgiving and the Stroll are delightful and important celebrations, Consecration 

Sunday is truly a cornerstone event:  all our Stone Church activities during this fall 

and early winter have reflected this necessity to concentrate on the abundance and 

grace God has offered each of us.  Simultaneously we also are called to consider how 

we can share this abundance. 
 

Being generous and faithful to God does not mean that we don’t have moments of doubt as we work to understand and 

accept the changes and challenges within our lives, both within and beyond our faith community. But this doubt is as-

suaged by God’s grace, a gift that helps us be ready for change, knowing that God’s spirit works within and among us. 

We are invited to be giving people and to become more generous of our resources as we are able. This is not primarily 

because the church needs our money—although of course our giving supports the ministry and mission that are our rea-

son for being—but because steadfastness in our giving and persistence in our generosity are goals of our spiritual life. As 

our 2015 Stewardship campaign banner reminds us, our ―Giving Spirit‖ demonstrates our desire to give of time, talents 

and resources with loving generosity.  ―With Glad and Generous Hearts‖ is not simply a slogan: it is the way of life we 

are called to follow. 
 

Our Sunday services during our four week stewardship event have purposefully been varied to underline the concept that 

faith and service take many shapes. Our October 18 service was a storytelling service, October 25, Reformation Sunday, 

a music service. November 1, All Saints Day, will be our remembrance and celebration of the lives of those who have 

steadfastly gone before us. This celebration will be followed by another celebration on November 8: our Consecration 

Sunday service and luncheon. 
 

Following our worship service during which we each will have the opportunity to prayerfully and joyously make our 

commitment to the service of God within Stone Church, we will adjourn to the Norton Room for a festive luncheon. This 

meal will be an opportunity to share good food and conversation with all who are blessed with the opportunity to share 

their lives, talents and resources within the Stone Church community and the world at large. 
 

I wish you all a festive Thanksgiving and lovely Shopper’s Stroll.  Most of all, I wish each of you the comfort of God’s 

presence and grace as we all work towards living and giving with glad and generous hearts. 
 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

PS - If you haven’t already done so, please call the church office (853-2933) or see me, Mary Ann Stiefvater, to let us 

know you plan to attend the Consecration Luncheon on November 8. 

Find us on Facebook 
 

Besides our web page (stonepres.org) you 

can now also find Stone Church on Face-

book at www.facebook.com/stonepres!  

We’ll use our Facebook page for more fre-

quent updates of events and commentary on 

the activities in our church and around us. 

We have a new classroom! 
 

We have a new classroom for children.  

The former Fair Trade Shoppe room that 

was next to the office has been repur-

posed as a classroom for any children we 

have that come for Sunday School.  That room, along with the 

Norton Room, will be the location of our new Sunday School.  



Country Pantry needs your help 
 

As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, let us continue to express our gratitude for our bountiful life to 

the clients of the Country Pantry. We will continue to collect stuffing, gravy, and cranberry sauce through 

December 6th for the holiday dinners. 

 

For Christmas gifts this year, the Pantry will be collecting towels and washcloths (all 

kinds, all sizes, kitchen, bath and children). These should be brought in no later than No-

vember 29th. Also, for the children, the pantry is collecting $10 gift cards from Five Below (by Bed, 

Bath & Beyond) or a craft store to allow them to buy something for themselves. They are trying to stay 

away from Walmart so the parents aren't tempted to spend it. 

 

We have always been very supportive in the past. In fact they still are talking about our mushroom 

soup collection from last year.  Can we match or top the 21 blankets donated last year with towels? 

 

On November 8th at the Westmoreland Masonic Lodge there will be a chicken barbeque (take-outs) 

starting at 11:30 till sold out. All proceeds will be donated to the Country Pantry. 

 

Questions?  Contact Judy LaGasse. 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.   

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:  deodor-

ant, razors, conditioner, shampoo, toothpaste, shaving 

cream, coffee, sugar, creamer, rags, oven mitts, and 

prayers.  Please leave items in the narthex.  Questions?  

Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Christmas at the Corner   

Friday, November 27   
 

Would you believe that Christmas at the 

Corner is just around the corner?  We 

will be having a mini-bazaar downstairs 

in the hallway between the Fair Trade 

Shoppe and the Seven C's Café. 

 

We would appreciate donations of cookies, jams and 

other hand-made items. Watch for the sign-up sheets in 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Also monetary donations are needed for the food for 

the Café.  If you wish to donate any of the ingredients 

for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at 841-8102 or 

Buzz and Pat Joseph at 853-8624. 

 

We will be open from 11:00 a.m. until the Café closes. 

Hope you can help us out and enjoy the annual Shop-

pers Stroll in Clinton and especially in our church. 

 

Let's make it a fun and successful event! 

 

 

Any questions?  Call Bev Miller at  

853-2548. 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

Thomas Hastings 0ct. 15, 1784—May 15, 1872, American hymn writer 
 

In the harsh winter of February 1797, Thomas (age 12) and his family arrived by sleighs and ox-sleds in Clinton, NY 

from Washington, Connecticut. His father, Dr. Seth Hastings, was a physician who purchased a 59 acre farm a little over 

a mile from the Clinton ―green‖ on Fountain Street. The Hastings family was a musical family and could be found pro-

viding their own entertainment in their home and at times inviting friends over to join them on holidays. Thomas was 

born an albino and as a result, the condition left him with poor eyesight requiring large thick glasses. His singing helped 

him overcome a stammering speech impediment. With encouragement from his older brother Seth, Jr., Thomas began 

conducting the church choir as a teenager. With Ephraim Hart on the bass viol and Truman Hart on the flute, Thomas led 

the choir in the ―Old White Meetinghouse.‖ These were the only available accompanying instruments since an organ was 

rare in those days. According to A. D. Gridley, from his book The History of the Town of Kirkland, ―when Thomas Hast-

ings held the tuning fork, and these singers and players did their best, the old arches resounded with melodies and har-

monies not often excelled in these days of organs and other modern improvements.‖ 

 

Thomas began conducting singing schools in Brookfield and Bridgewater for a few sessions. He also had successful 

singing-school sessions in Utica and New Hartford. He left Clinton in 1819 because he was sought after to conduct 

schools in several surrounding communities branching out further to Skaneateles, Auburn, and Seneca Falls and later to 

Troy and Albany. At the same time that he was involved with singing schools he was also composing hymn tunes and 

writing hymn texts, compiling anthem and hymn collections. Thomas’s goal was to improve church music. In addition to 

writing music he became a lecturer of music, authored several books on musical taste, and early in his career was editor 

of the Western Recorder published by Andrew Merrell and Charles Hastings (his brother). In the Western Recorder he 

described how he overcame his stammer and did it with a bit of humor. 

 

Later in his career, New York University bestowed upon him the honorary Doctor of Music degree in 1858 in apprecia-

tion of his contribution to church music in the nineteenth century. When Thomas Hastings’ son Thomas Samuel became 

the pastor of West Presbyterian Church on 42nd St. NYC, Thomas Hastings then left the Dutch Reformed Church on 

Washington Square where he had been choir director to worship in his son’s church and where he was asked to be the 

choir director. 

 

Besides being musical, what was the man really like as a person? In an obituary tribute from The New-York Evangelist, 

Anson Randolph said of him… ―He had a marvelous kindness of heart, a serenity of temper, and a gentleness of manner, 

rarely found in men…Yet childlike as he was in spirit, there was nevertheless in and about him a personal force, a depth 

of feeling, a clearness of conviction, a rigidity of purpose, a manly piety—and all so united, so tempered and refined—

that few could resist his influence.‖ 

 

Many years later, during the nation’s bicentennial of 1976 the Clinton 

Historical Society, led by Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol Jr., recognized Tho-

mas Hastings’ accomplishments by placing a marker at the main en-

trance of our church that reads: 

Clinton was the boyhood home of Thomas Hastings who served 

this church as choir director. His best known hymn is ―Rock of 

Ages.‖ 

 

At the same time a bronze plaque had been donated by the National 

Music Council, Federal Historical Society and Exxon that reads:  

A Landmark of American music, Thomas Hastings 1784 -1872; 

American composer and publisher. His hymn tunes number more 

than 1000 and are regarded as some of the finest of his time. 

   
           Midge Bakos 

source: Clinton Historical Society 



Advent and Mission 
 

Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation: it heralds the marvelous celebration of Christ’s birth and the Christmas 

season. There is something so special, so shining about Christmas that we often overlook the importance of Advent, the 

importance of preparation and reflection. Throughout the Advent season, we at Stone Church will be challenged to pre-

pare, to reflect and to consider our relationship to God’s people throughout the world. Part of this challenge is through 

our special collections of Advent. 

 

Throughout the year we support a variety of vital and varied organizations and activities including Church World Ser-

vice, Hope House, the Country Pantry, Presbyterian Church USA, One Great Hour of Sharing and the Presbyterian 

Home.  To date, our 2015 offerings and contributions have been most generous, a total which does not include our Ad-

vent - Hope, Peace, Joy and Love - offerings.  Additionally, beyond these agencies and events, Stone Church’s Building 

Stones Fair Trade Shoppe supports craftspeople, artisans and grass-roots efforts all over the world through its purchase 

and resale of goods, apparel and foodstuffs.  

 

Our mission is partly achieved through our giving of our selves, of our time and energy through hands-on involvement.  

Another piece of our mission effort is through financial contribution. Both of these types of giving are important parts of 

making a difference.  Equally important is for us to reflect and learn from these mission activities. What we learn from 

the people whose lives we touch helps teach us what it means to be God’s people. This enables us as a church commu-

nity to make more of a difference, to be more engaged in sharing and appreciating the bounty and grace freely given by 

God.   

 

The first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday designated as Hope Sunday, is November 29. As we approach Advent and sup-

port Hope House (our Hope offering), I would hope we all endeavor to have a greater sense of the people of God at the 

other end of our mission reach.  Additionally I believe we will continue to demonstrate that the people of Stone Church 

are a generous, caring people who are continuing to strive to do God’s work in our complex world. Please plan to re-

spond to the joy of the advent season through your generous support of these special offerings. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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The Rich Liturgical (―relating to public worship‖) Month of November 
 

November 1 – Right out of the gate we have All Saints Day (or All Hallows Day, which follows All Hallows Eve, i.e., 

Halloween), which actually occurs on Sunday this year.  Traditionally, we remember those saints (as all early Christians 

were called) that have gone before us.  We ask that people bring pictures of loved ones no longer with us that we might 

celebrate the life they had here on earth. 
 

November 8 – For us this is Consecration Sunday, the end of our Stewardship Campaign where we ask everyone as part 

of worship to pledge their time, talent, and treasure for 2016.  After worship we will celebrate our rededication with a 

luncheon for all. 
 

November 15 – We have guest pastor the Rev. Helen Tracy coming back to preach for us because every so often it’s 

good to hear a different voice. 
 

November 22 – We end our liturgical year with Christ the King or Reign of Christ Sunday (officially the Feast of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ the King) where we celebrate the all-embracing authority of Christ as King and Lord of all creation 

and his coming again in glory to reign.  
 

November 26 – Thanksgiving.  Its name says it all.  (Unless you’re a Detroit Lions fan—then it’s true less than half of 

the time.) 
 

(continued on page 7) 
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Church Retreat 
 

The Elders and a couple of Deacons met on Saturday, October 17, 2015 at Stone Church to take stock where we are and 

given our changes in pastoral leadership, discuss how we want to proceed in being church.  We covered a lot of ground 

and you’ll be hearing and seeing more in the weeks and months to come.  In fact we will have a follow-up luncheon after 

church on January 10 for everyone to see how we’re doing and what we might want to change.  While we are still work-

ing out the details, here are some of the thrusts we are exploring: 

  Be more intentional with children 

 Have Sunday School/children activities available during worship, which we have already started. 

 Have a Children’s Story/Sermon as a regular part of worship (with the risk that people will enjoy it more  

 than the regular sermon!) 

  Be more intentional with Hamilton College students 

 We have a couple of students coming regularly now.  Try to reach out to other students potential through 

 different Christian ministries. 

  Be more intentional with our members 

 Get our church members together more frequently.  Will plan to have a series of luncheons in January after 

 worship. 

 Explore doing Bible study groups. 

  Expand support of the Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe 

 Try to get additional volunteers particularly for the next couple of months. 

 Reach out to high school and college students for volunteer hours 

 Continue remodeling of the store and additional marketing. 

  Expand social media footprint 

 Explore ways to enhance the web page. 

 Also discovered that an old web page version is floating out in the cloud that looks like we haven’t 

 updated the site in a year. 

 Expand the use of FaceBook as well as other social media 

 Explore setting up easy-to-use online donation. 

  Have more building use 

 Promote more use for weddings. 

 Promote and use for ecumenical events. 

 

People were very excited and committed to pursuing these thrusts.  If you have ideas or suggestions or would like to help 

out with any of these activities, talk to an Elder or the pastor.   

The Rich Liturgical (―relating to public worship‖) Month of November 
(continued from page 6) 

 

November 27 – The start of the secular Christmas season including Shoppers Stroll in Clinton and the 7Cs Café at Stone 

(corn chowder, chili, coffee, (hot) chocolate, cookies, and crackers).  It is a magical time echoing the Victorian era that 

can warm the cockles of the heart of even a curmudgeonly Scott  Scrooge.   

 

November 29 – The beginning of the Christmas Advent (―coming‖) season.  It is also the beginning of the liturgical year.  

Our lectionary (our scripture ―readings‖) runs in three-year cycles and this is the beginning of Year C whose focus is on 

the gospel of Luke.  We will again this year have a special offering for each of the four Sundays in Advent with a differ-

ent theme for each.  Our first one is Hope.  Appropriately, the collection will go to Hope House.  

 

--Scott Leonard 
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Credos Revisited 
 

One of the ideas coming out of a meeting of the Membership, Communication and Outreach Committee was to revive 

our ―credos‖ that were started back in October 2007 and continued through the following year. ―Credo‖ is the Latin word 

for ―I Believe.‖  We’re encouraging members to update or revise their past ―credos‖ and to invite others to submit their 

own statements of faith to be published in the newsletter. The ―Credo‖ can be any length but only needs to be a para-

graph.  Statements of faith from those who have not done so in the past would be most welcome. 

  

To do this you can draw on life experiences that have sustained you or struggles that may have shaped your life. Some 

questions that you might ask yourself are: How did you come by your faith? Were there mentors in your life along the 

way? How has God strengthened your faith? Were you brought up in a church environment? 

 

This month we present Grace Whittemore’s credo. 

I Believe 

 

From the first day I attended organized prayer and study of what God is, what God does and can do I was ―hooked.‖  I 

was only three years old when my parents took me to church the first time (that I remember). This was to a Christian Sci-

ence church on Long Island and this is where I learned the prayers which to this day I often say as I fall asleep. 

 

There is no Spot 

Where God is not 

For God is Everywhere.   

 

Father, Mother, God 

Loving Me 

Guide my little feet 

Up to thee. 

 

Now I lay me down to sleep 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 

God Bless Mommy and Daddy, Nancy, my grandmas and grandpas, aunts, uncles, cousins and 

friends.  Amen 

 

There has never been a more powerful prayer for me—-the only difference is that my feet got bigger and because of 

additions to the family I added my husband, children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews to my list! 
 

Also,  as I grew up and my world expanded…. I have added prayers for all the people I  don’t even know and because 

my innocence is gone I pray for  the sick, the poor, the broken hearted, the incarcerated, the leaders of all nations and 

religions.  And the list goes on and on…but this is still the most powerful prayer I know…Father, Mother, God,  
loving me, guide my feet up to Thee. 
  
Because both my heart and my body have been broken in the last few years, I add to my prayers now a very sincere 

Thank you to all who have lifted me and my family up in body and spirit with calls, visits, food, cards, prayers and   

generally have been waiting patiently for me to heal . What a comfort and help that has been…I am healing and I am so 

thankful that I am a member of the Stone Church family. 
 

This I believe….God hears me and will answer my prayers in whatever way is best in the whole scheme of things 

which may not be for me to know. 
 

In love and thanks most of all to a Loving God,  Grace Whittemore 
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Deacons’ Corner 
―Everything has its wonders, even darkness & silence, 

I learn, whatever state I may be in, therein to be content.‖ 

                   Helen Keller 
 

Contentment is one of the most difficult virtues to attain. We live in a world that breeds discontent.  We are bom-

barded with the message that to be happy we need more things, less wrinkles, better vacations and fewer troubles. We 

are often discontented with our jobs, our marriages, our churches, our homes….in most areas of our lives. But, the bi-

ble teaches us that we MUST be content and that we CAN be content! In Matthew 6:25 Jesus says, ―Therefore I tell 

you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 

important than food and the body more important than clothes?‖  But, how do we become content in today’s world?  

    

Most of us have to learn contentment.  It does not come naturally to us. We need God’s grace to strengthen us and to 

change our hearts.  Learning contentment requires effort! Making contentment a way of life means you actually choose to 

focus on the beauty, joy, love, creativity, and even the pain or sorrow of the moment without resistance.  You accept what 

you are experiencing without negative judgments. When you find yourself thinking about the bad stuff…stop your-

self….and intentionally choose something or someone you are grateful for and dwell on positive thoughts about them.  

Allow yourself to soak in the contentment and peace of gratitude. Go outside, look at the beauty of nature. It is difficult to 

be unhappy when you see the beautiful flowers, a stream or the singing of birds. Close your eyes and just listen to the 

wonderful sounds around you. Don’t compare yourself to others and what they have. Be happy with what you have. Focus 

on the person you are and what YOU want to become. Be true to yourself and stop worrying about how others live their 

lives.  You are who you are right now.  Accept that person!  Just as you shouldn’t judge others…don’t judge yourself.  

Accept and love yourself today even as you strive to become better tomorrow.  Remind yourself of all the great and small 

things YOU have done to get to this point in your life. Acknowledge the love, kindness and generosity you have shown. 

As you are consciously satisfied with the life you have, you can see more clearly what you want, what is most important 

and how to create that in your life. 

    

I believe that contentment and happiness go hand in hand. I ask you all to take a moment this week…..just sit back…take 

a deep breath…close your eyes…and think about all the blessings in your life.  Don’t focus on any of the ―bad stuff.‖ Be 

content with what you have, your family, your friends…….and yourself!   

 

Being content in the moment doesn’t mean you should stop learning, pushing forward and achieving new goals. It just 

means if you are content now… happiness and peace will follow. I thank my parents for ―teaching‖ me the value of con-

tentment.  I have truly had a happy life! 

 

Be Happy. 
 

Linda Rance for your Deacons 

Help Wanted 
 

The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe is having an amazing year  

in its new location. We are now entering our busiest time of the year, and we therefore need some short-term volunteers. 

We will need numerous workers during the Shopper's Stroll (the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving). These two 

days are our busiest days of the year. We will also be open every Saturday in December, and should have at least two 

workers on duty at all times. Please consider volunteering for a shift or two. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of 

the sanctuary. If you have any questions, contact Lauralyn Kolb (853-8738, lkolb@hamilton.edu) or Mary Chamberlain. 

 

Note: We continue to be open every Thursday throughout the year. 



Remember in Prayer  
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

Please note that we will remove names after six weeks 

if we haven’t received an update or request to keep 

them on. 
 

- Wilma Lawson 

- Helen Franz’s family 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- Jan Johnson 

- The homeless 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Rhoda Swan’s family 

- Family of Mildred Schell 

- Family & friends of the Rev. J. Lynn White  

- Carole Grove 

- Dani Rance 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Sarah Machold and family 

- Judy Raney 

- Family of C. Davis Robinson 

- Chris Woods & his family 

- Amy, Eric Sornesen’s fiancé, and family 

- Family of Erik Sornesen  

November Birthdays 
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4 - Tom Copfer 

  Linell Machold 

9 - Betzy Joseph 

11 - Laura Stiefvater 

12 - Olivia Rogers 

16 - Shannon LaFont 

  Florence Morgan 

18 - Scott McDonough 

19 - Sarah Menard 

22 - Judy LaGasse 

23 - Jeff Machold 

Happy Birthday, Florence! 
 

On November 16 Florence Morgan will celebrate her 

94th birthday.  Her faith encourages us to spend a few 

minutes each day in devotional study and prayer.  She 

helps fund the devotional These Days that many of you 

enjoy. 

A note from Katrina Schell 
 

To all my Stone Church family: 

 

It was such a joy to spend a few days back at Stone and 

introducing some of our incoming first-years to some 

of the things that made Stone a home: music, the laby-

rinth, and especially storytelling.  Many of you had a 

role to play in making their stay possible; some played 

a particular role in ensuring that they felt welcome.  

Thank you to all of you for that, and special thanks to 

Scott for giving so much time and attention to these 

students’ storytelling process.  It made such a differ-

ence in the final outcome of this trip! 

 

Much love, 

Katrina 

All Saints’/All Souls’ Day  
 

Next week we will be celebrating All Saints’/All 

Souls’ Day.  As part of this celebration, please 

bring photos of those you wish to honor. 

Remembering Fran Stockbridge 
 

Francis J. Stockbridge passed away Friday, October 16, 

2015 in Clifton Park at the age of 86.  His sister, Barb 

Stockbridge, passed away in 2011.  Fran and his wife 

Doris were faithful members of Stone Church until 

Doris died in 1994 and Fran moved to be closer to his 

children.  Fran was elected an elder in 1976 and 1982.  

Most of Fran’s extended family, who grew up in Clin-

ton and many of whom were baptized and married at 

Stone, returned for the funeral service at Owens-Pavlot-

Rogers on October 22.  Scott Leonard, CLP conducted 

the service.  Fran was interred in the family plot at the 

Deansboro Cemetery.  The family donated some of the 

flowers to Stone to distribute as we see fit.  Let us keep 

Fran’s family in our prayers.  Donations can be made to 

the American Diabetes Association at diabetes.org. 
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 Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, or pink 

 poinsettias are $10.50 each.  

   

 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  

 out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   

 is Monday, December 7.  Questions?  Call Linda Rance, 797-0737, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 

 

      =========================================================================== 

  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 

                             

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 

                 

        or 

  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 

 

  

 Amount enclosed _____________________________ 

―CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES……….COME ON!!!!!‖ 
 

―There is a party going on right here, 

A celebration to last throughout the year. 

So, bring your good times, and your laughter too 

We’re gonna celebrate your party with you.‖ 

                                                                                                   Kool & The Gang 

 

Yes, we are going to celebrate all the good times we have had with David, Pam, Adam and Zachary Blanks. We are 

sorry that they will be moving away but feel so blessed to have had them as part of our Church family for the past sev-

eral years.  What a wonderful family!!!! They will now be starting a new phase of their lives.  David just retired from the 

Air Force……and now they will also be empty nesters! 

    

We want to wish them all well….so we will be having a luncheon for them after Church in the Norton Room on Novem-

ber 22nd.   So, mark your calendars!!!! We want them to know how much we have enjoyed their friendship and ALL the 

contributions they had made to our Church. They will be greatly missed. 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the December 

issue of the newsletter is Friday, 

November 20. Contact Midge 

Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 with 

questions or comments.   
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Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 
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Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Chris-

teler, and Bev Miller who have 

collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you!     

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

Be on time for worship! 
 

Don’t forget to turn 

your clocks back! 

 

Daylight savings 

time ends at 2:00 

a.m. on Sunday, 

November 1. 




