
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                   WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 

November 6, 2016 – 25th Sunday after Pentecost (communion)  

Haggai 1:15b–2:9  The future of the temple will be glorious. 

Psalm 98  Sing to the Lord a New Song.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17   You were chosen by God; stand fast. 

Luke 20:27–38  The Sadducees are asking the wrong question.  

Sermon: ―Talent Scout‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 

  

 

November 13, 2016 – 26th Sunday after Pentecost (Consecration Sunday)  

Isaiah 6:1-8 Here I am Lord.  ELIZABETH SMITH 

Isaiah 12  God is our salvation  

2 Thessalonians 3:6–13  Do not be weary in doing what is right.  

                                      ANNE DUNN 

Luke 6:20–31  Blessings, curses and the love of enemies.         

                                                                  SHERRY ROBINSON  

G. Roberts Kolb, Stone Church‘s Director of Music, preaching 

 

  

 

November 20, 2016 – Reign of Christ/Christ the King (communion)  

Jeremiah 23:1–6  God will raise up a righteous branch from David.                          

                                                                              DONNA GOODFRIEND 

Luke 1:68–79   The Song of Zechariah 

Colossians 1:11–20  God reconciled all things through the cross of Christ.  

Luke 23:33–43  A crucified criminal asks Jesus to remember him.  

Sermon: ―Remember‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

 

November 27, 2016 – 1st Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 2:1–5  The word of the Lord will go out from Zion.   

           ANNE DUNN 

Psalm 122  A song for ascending to the temple  

Romans 13:11–14  Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Matthew 24:36–44  The necessity for watchfulness  

Sermon: ―Some Day‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 

November 2016November 2016  



 

The Reign of Christ 
 

―Thank God!‖ someone said to me the other day, which was immediately fol-

lowed with ―…the election will be over soon!‖  This has indeed been an elec-

tion season unlike any in our nation‘s history—and not in a good way.  To hear 

partisans from either camp talk, if the other candidate wins we are doomed.  

Christians are divided as well as they view and weight the issues differently, 

such as abortion, gay (marriage), religious (Christian) liberty, race relations, 

refugees and immigrants, dealing with the poor (and rich), and the safety and 

security of people and our country to name some of the concerns.  All of these  

are concerns that deserve thoughtful and prayerful consideration and dialogue.  Instead we harden the positions 

we already have and listen only to people and media that reinforce them and all along claiming God is on our 

side.  I am reminded, of course, of that quote from Abraham Lincoln, ―Sir, my concern is not whether God is 

on our side; my greatest concern is to be on God's side, for God is always right.‖    

 

But what is God‘s side?  As I have said about people in general, we are like the story of the blind men around 

the elephant.  The blind man who feels a leg says, ―The elephant is like a pillar;‖ the one who feels the tail 

says, ―The elephant is like a rope;‖ the one who feels the trunk says, ―The elephant is like a tree branch;‖ the 

one who feels the ear says, ―The elephant is like a hand fan;‖ the one who feels the belly says, ―The elephant is 

like a wall;‖ and the one who feels the tusk says, ―The elephant is like a solid pipe.‖  Each convinced he is 

right and that all the others are wrong rather than being open to each being right but only in part.  Arrogance 

vs. humility. 

 

None of us has the truth in all matters because we are all limited human beings.  But that does not mean there 

aren‘t any truths.  As Micah 6:8 says, ―He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord re-

quire of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?‖  We could do worse 

than to ask the question when we go to do something:  Is it just?  Is it kind? Are we humble?  Are we God-

centered?   

 

The liturgical church year ends in November with Christ the King (or Reign of Christ) Sunday (this year on 

November 20) where we celebrate the lordship of Christ of all that is seen and unseen, looking back to Ascen-

sion, Easter, and Transfiguration, and pointing ahead to the appearing in glory of the King of kings and Lord 

of lords.  And in these uncertain times, that is something for us to remember because while we live in the 

world God lives in us.   

 

“Le roi est mort, vive le roi!” ―The king is dead; long live the king.‖  As I mentioned in a sermon a year ago, 

this was first declared in 1422 upon the accession to the French throne of Charles VII after the death of his fa-

ther Charles VI, indicating there was an immediate succession and acclamation and acceptance from one ruler 

to another, a smooth transition.  Some may fear the transition in our own presidential election, but regardless 

of the outcome we must keep the faith and do the mission that God has called us to do because in our faith for 

our king we say, ―Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.‖  Christ is king. And he will reign 

forever and ever.  Thank God! 

 

Shalom,  
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Here Am I 
 

A few days ago I read an evangelist‘s exhortation regarding the upcoming election. His 

basic theme was that Christians should overlook Donald Trump‘s rough edges because 

God had sent Mr. Trump to be America‘s savior, in much the same way he sent Daniel 

and Jeremiah to the Israelites. (Biblical accuracy is not the point here, so please don‘t get 

tangled at this point) He urged all Christians to not turn their backs on this chosen one, 

because God is providing a floundering country with a lifesaver. 

 

Political choices aside, I do think these exhortations do show a basic Christian conun-

drum. How do we know exactly what God wants us to do and how do we sort out the true 

from the false?  We, as individuals and corporately as the congregation of Stone Church, 

work hard to do what is right and follow Jesus‘ teachings. Generally, we each tend to 

weave our church life and lessons into our daily activities with a fair degree of surety. 

But every once in a while, we are called upon to think a bit, to consider if we truly live 

up to God‘s commandments and are following Jesus‘ principles. Our Stewardship Sun-

days of October and November should be one of those times of reflection. 

 

Our 2016 Stewardship theme is ―Here Am I.‖  These words refer to Isaiah 6:8 and his response to God‘s call for one 

who will be faithful to his wishes, one who will go as commanded.  During the next few weeks each of us will be asked 

to consider what we will do as we respond ―Here Am I.‖ For each of us, the abundant grace bestowed upon us by God 

requires a heart-felt ―Here Am I‖ and appropriate actions. The struggle is always, how much can I do and is this what I 

should do? 

 

Each Here Am I comes from very different gifts and abilities: some of us experience abundance, others scarcity; some 

of us are intense, some more hesitant.  And while in some ways our responses are very private, we have in common a 

commitment to God, the love of Christ our Savior and an allegiance to each other and Stone Church. While there is no 

clearly lighted sign that tells us what God expects or his intentions, we at Stone Church do devote a number of Sundays 

to listening, considering, reflecting, singing and praying upon ―Here Am I‖ as a response to God‘s presence in our lives. 

 

Please plan to participate in our November Stewardship activities which culminate on November 13.  On this day we call 

Stewardship Sunday, we each will come forth for the consecration of our gifts. We then will commemorate our fellow-

ship and stewardship with a celebratory luncheon in the Norton Room. All are invited to join as we say, ―Here Am I.‖ 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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Presbytery Meeting 
 
The bi-monthly Presbytery meeting was held September 27 at Vanderkamp 

in Cleveland, NY just north of Oneida Lake, which is a retreat center and 

Christian summer camp supported by Presbyterian and Lutheran Churches 

in Central New York.   

 

Besides hearing about the latest happenings at Vanderkamp and conducting 

business, we had worship conducted by Stone‘s pastor, Scott Leonard (who 

filled in at the last minute), along with Kevin Bailey (a commissioned lay 

pastor for the Three Voices congregations in Vernon, Verona, and Mount 

Vernon) who provided guitar and singing accompaniment.   

 

We also heard Pat Joseph (from Stone Church and Presbytery moderator this year), along with the Rev. Elsie Rhoades 

(from Cooperstown Presbyterian church), tell us about their jam-packed, wonderful experience at General Assembly in 

June.  

 

Peter Massi attended as Stone‘s commissioner along with Elizabeth Smith and with Shelly Coe who is on the boards of 

Vanderkamp and the Presbytery‘s Trustees. 

Church Leadership Retreat Outcome 
On Saturday, October 1 most of session and a couple of deacons met, as we did last year at this time, to discuss and plan 

what we would like to achieve in the next twelve months.  Some of these are easy, some are a challenge, and some we 

may not end up doing—but you can‘t deviate from a plan if you don‘t have one!  To help prioritize them we developed a 

guiding statement:  

  

 Be more active in the community inside and outside the building to share the quality of our service and inviting 

 hospitality, that all of us are imperfect, but God loves each and every one of us.   

 

Here is a list of the items: 

 New maintainable Christmas tree – ~12 ft. in time for Christmas at the Corner 

 Improve sound system – Assess it, develop recommendations, and implement upgrades using part of Gil  

 Palmer‘s bequest. 

 Improved communication of Stone through multiple media, including new outdoor signage, updated brochure, 

 Facebook boosts, videos, podcasts, updates to the web site, and TV and radio spots for events. 

 Promote more building use, including putting pictures and forms on web site, developing email lists, and hosting 

 events like presbytery meeting (now November 2017) and Chamber of Commerce networking breakfast 

 (now January 2017) 

 Implement an online donation service or app.   

 Develop more outreach activities, such as movies, storytelling workshops, and lectures, with a variety of groups, 

 including students, Hamilton College, and homebound. 

 Make some facility improvements, such as clean up clutter in the narthex, replace lights in sanctuary and Norton 

 Room, drapes and table cloths in the dining room, cleaning up the Historical Room, look at chancel area 

 changes, and tune all pianos. 

 

If anyone has other suggestions or can volunteer to help, please let Scott Leonard or someone on session know. 
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Historical Period Revisited — A Glimpse into Stone Church‘s Past 
 

A New Stone Church Emerged 
 

In a Clinton Courier dated February 7, 1878 is a complete description of the 

church, cost, etc. as reprinted in its entirety from the Utica Morning Herald —

author unknown. Too lengthy to reprint here, I will provide some information and 

occasionally quote from it hopefully giving you a brief perspective of those times. 

  

The following is such a quote: ―The Old Stone Church was burned July 10, 1876. 

It was a structure which occupied a green spot in the memory of all who had ever 

attended it, but it had long been too small for the wants of the community, and as 

one of the walls was said to be unsafe, its burning was regarded providential and its 

friends were more readily disposed to pronounce ‗to its ashes.‘ ‖ 

  

Initially, records show that the members felt a deep loss after only 40 years using their debt free church. As noted in last 

month‘s article its destruction resulted by sparks coming from the fire at St. Nicholas Saloon on the corner of College 

Street and Park Street -- like a thief in the night. 

  

After the fire and the decision by the session to rebuild, the Baptist congregation graciously offered the use of their fa-

cilities for worship. A vote to accept their offer passed and the Session also agreed to pay the Baptists rent. One interest-

ing and perhaps historical note in the minutes of this meeting shows that the ladies voted. The wording implied that this 

was the first time. What is certain is that up until the middle of the twentieth century, women were allowed neither voice 

nor vote in meetings of the church. 

  

Before the winter of 1876 set in, some of the old stone from the beloved Stone Church had gone into the foundation of 

the new Stone Church and by spring a ceremony for laying the cornerstone was held May 31, 1877. An audience of 

nearly one thousand people was attracted to witness the exercises held in the park. Dr. Hudson, our pastor, along with 

other clergymen of the village, the faculty of Hamilton College, and the members of the choir gathered around the north-

east corner of the foundation for the service.   

  

In less than a year of the laying of the cornerstone, the new Stone Church emerged. Twenty-five hundred tons of blue 

limestone furnished from the Clinton quarry by Mr. E. G. White and fifteen hundred tons of cut stone from a quarry of 

Onondaga County went into erecting Stone Church. 

  

The dedication of the new Stone Church took place on Thursday, February 14, 1878 on a beautiful winter‘s day. At 2 

p.m. the seats and aisles were crowded with an audience of fourteen hundred including faculty and students of Hamilton 

College, teachers and students of Houghton Seminary, students of the Clinton Grammar 

School, students from Miss Chipman‘s Cottage Seminary and Rev. Dr. B.W. Dwight‘s Home 

School for Young Ladies. Many area clergymen also attended with Judge Othniel Williams 

and Rev. Dr. Upson as the principal speakers. 

  

At the crowded evening services, Stone Church‘s pastor the Rev. Thomas Hudson read a letter 

from a former member, the Rev. Hiram H. Kellogg, who at the time was living in Chicago: 

 

―…the greatest glory of your sanctuary will be the spiritual worship, the loving  

hearts and the devoted and obedient lives of those who profess to be God‘s  

people. Be assured that no architectural beauty, no ornamentation of the visible  

sanctuary will secure for you true prosperity…‖ 

 

Midge Bakos 
 

(to be continued) 
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The CAM 2nd Annual Community Food Drive 

 
The Clinton Area Ministerium (CAM) is a group of area clergy that meet once a 

month for fellowship and planning some ecumenical events.  One of the new events 

we had this past year was a community food drive at the Village Green gazebo for the 

Country Pantry located in Clark Mills.  We are planning to make it an annual event  

 and have scheduled the next one for Satur-

day April 29, 2017.   

 

We are looking to make it bigger and better 

this year by getting the word out to more 

people and perhaps have more activities 

 (last time we had Empty Tree Worship Band play).  We‘d like to double the 

518 items of food we collected the first time.  

 

Anyone who would like to help out with the planning please contact Scott 

Leonard, SRLeonard@roadrunner.com 

Thanks for Computer Work 
 

Thanks to Christine Menard and Scott Leonard for 

work on the office computer! The computer got a 

―clean up‖ by Acme Computer but also needed a new 

copy of the QuickBooks accounting software and a  

recovery of our old files.  After many hours we were 

back in business! 

 

And while she was at it, Christine shampooed the cof-

fee-stained green rug outside the Norton Room. 

Thanks, Chris! 

Let There Be Light! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In early October John Menard and Dwight Dibble, our 

consultant contractor, replaced all the lamps in the 

sanctuary with new long-lasting, low-power LED (light

-emitting diode) lamps.  These new lights are brighter 

than the old incandescent and have a higher color tem-

perature (around 3500 Kelvin or ―neutral white‖).   

 

Not only will we reduce energy used by 90%, but the 

lights should last 42 times longer, meaning if we left 

the lights on 8 hours a day every day year-round, we‘d 

have to change them in about 17 years.  And given how 

challenging it is to change the lights 25 feet high, 

standing on a ladder that is straddling pews, that‘s 

about the next time John and Dwight want to change 

them. 

Presbytery New Website! 
 

The Presbytery of Utica has a totally revamped web site 

that you can find at: http://www.presbyteryofutica.org/ 

Among other things it has a map and other information 

about all the churches in our Presbytery as well as a 

calendar of events and contact information for people in 

Presbytery.  

 

After a competitive search done by Scott Leonard and 

Utica Presbytery Stated Clerk, Larry Beasley, Brockett 

Creative Group here in Clinton was selected the new 

web site designer.  

 

The next Presbytery meeting is 10:00 a.m. November 

15, 2016 at Three Voices Congregation in Verona. 
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Stone Hosting Clinton Chamber  

Networking Breakfast 
 

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce has 

a networking breakfast for its members 

the first Wednesday of every month.  As 

an active member of the Chamber, Stone 

Church will host one of the breakfasts 

8:00-9:30 a.m. on January 5, 2017 when 

we will also just happen to have our 

Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe 

open!  Let us know if you can help with the breakfast 

or staffing the shop. 

Can You Hear Me Now? 
 

Intermittent, potentially mis-

placed speakers. Flaky 

mics. Large, reverberating 

space. These are just some of 

the challenges we are having 

with our sound system.  

Though we have had a number 

of people over the years try to get our sound system 

working properly so people can hear what is being said, 

we still continue to struggle.  

 

We know that some people can‘t always hear what is 

being said, but the reasons why are multi-faceted from 

an acoustic standpoint. Since we can‘t seem to find a 

reliable expert to solve our problem, we are going to 

experiment with some different things.  

 

We ask not only for your patience, but also your sup-

port and feedback so we can work together to improve 

your listening experience.   

Bible Study 
The Stone Church Bible 

study meets every other 

Monday evening at 6 p.m. 

Please come and join us. 

Everyone is welcome! Bring 

yourself, a friend, a relative, 

a neighbor and join the fun!  

 

We are starting a new book called The Miracle of The 

Scarlet Thread by Richard Booker. He is considered a 

pioneer in teaching on Israel. The book is the story of 

the blood of Jesus evidenced throughout the Bible. It is 

about why Jesus had to die on the cross, had to shed 

His blood, and why He was raised from the dead. This 

book explains, in reader-friendly language, the central 

story of the Bible. It connects Bible stories and shows 

how the Old Testament and New Testament fit to-

gether, telling in one complete story, the wonderful 

promise God has made to humankind.  

 

Hope to see you there.  

 

Elizabeth Smith  

 

Christmas at the Corner  
Friday, November 25  

 

Would you believe that just around the  

corner is our Christmas at the Corner?  

 

One of the highlights this year - as usual - 

is our famous 7 C's Café led by chefs Pat 

and Buzz Joseph and Sherry Robinson. 

 

Instead of our mini-Christmas bazaar, we will 

have a Sweet Shop in the dining room. It will  

consist of cookie plates and candy treats.  

 

Our great Fair Trade Shoppe will be open all day with 

items from around the world. 

 

Bakers and shift workers -  especially in the Café and 

the Fair Trade Shoppe - are needed. 

 

Also monetary donations are needed for the food for 

the Café.  If you wish to donate any of the ingredients 

for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at 841-8102 or 

Buzz and Pat Joseph at 853-8624. 

 

At 1:30 p.m. − Come Play Handbells!   

 Ring in the season with the beautiful sound of 

 handbells. Bells and gloves will be provided. 

 All ages welcome. 

At 3:00 p.m. − Carol sing-a-long with Rob Kolb 

At 4:30 p.m. − St. Mary's Church Choir Concert 

 

Let's make it a fun and successful event!  

 

Questions? Call Bev Miller, 853-2548. 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Hope House‘s Wish List  
 

This month‘s wish list includes the following:   
 

 Food: breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot  

 chocolate, butter or margarine 

 Toiletries: deodorant, shampoo, conditioner 

 Paper goods: napkins, toilet paper 
 

Please leave items in the narthex.  

Don‘t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Country Pantry Update 

 

The Country Pantry is now  

collecting new dishtowels and 

pot holders (must have tags on) 

as well as gift cards for children 

from a child-friendly store.   

These items must be submitted 

by December 4.  

 

Please note that loose change collected in worship on 

the third Sundays of each month is sent to the Country 

Pantry.  

 

Questions?  See Judy LaGasse.  

Fair Trade Artisans  
 

Juliet Brago, is a member of Kuapa Kokoo, a cooperative of cocoa farmers in Ghana that 

co-owns Divine Chocolate.  Her daughter, Nana Adjoa, is currently at university studying 

law.  Before that, she received a scholarship from Kuapa Kokoo to support her elementary 

education.  As Juliet says, ―Kuapa has given me the opportunity to educate and train  my 

children well.‖   

 

You can help people like Juliet by shopping at the Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, 

at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 S. Park Row, Clinton.  We have items from 37 different 

countries and our mission is to help people from these countries lift themselves out of 

poverty.   

 

In addition to our regular hours of 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on second Saturdays, we 

will be open on November 25th (Shoppers Stroll) from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday, November 26th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

and Saturdays in December from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The entrance to our shop is on Williams Street. We offer gift certifi-

cates, accept credit cards and are handicapped accessible.   

 

For more information, call 315-853-2933, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at 

Apple Celebration 
 

A huge thank you to EVERY-

ONE who helped out in ANY 

way with our Apple Celebration 

on October 8. We were able to raise $726 and had fun 

doing it. Special thanks go to Donna Goodfriend for her 

never-ending energy and generosity. 
 

Women‘s Association 
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  Deacons‘ Corner 
   

                                       ―Count your Blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your Blessings, see what God hath done 

Count your Blessings, name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done!!‖ 

                                                               Johnson Oatman & Edwin Othelo Excell 

 

   What a beautiful time of year…Autumn!!!  This has always been my favorite season, especially in New York State. 

The colors, the views, pumpkins, apples, cider donuts, chili cooking on the stove, etc. And of course, looking forward to 

Thanksgiving was high on the list.  

 

I remember Thanksgiving growing up at my parents‘ home. We were lucky. My grandparents, aunts and uncles and 

cousins all lived close by so on Thanksgiving Day our home was filled with family and wonderful smells from all the 

food that everyone brought.  The adults all ate at the big table and the kids all ate at the small tables (card tables set up by 

my mother)!! My father always said the Thanksgiving grace before the turkey dinner. Then each of us had to tell one 

thing we were especially thankful for.  As kids, we were usually thankful for our dolls, train sets, a new toy, new 

clothes…and even the family dog! But the adults didn‘t name an object…..instead they were always thankful for each 

other, a good job, good health, great friends etc.   

    

Today my family is spread out over 3 different states so we don‘t all get together as often as we wish. I miss growing up 

when 3-4 generations all lived near each other. But, no matter where I am for Thanksgiving, we still go around the table 

and tell each other one thing we are thankful for.  

    

As Christians, every day should be a time for thanksgiving and praises to God for all He has done.  It is so easy to get 

caught up with our everyday problems that we forget to sit back and think about our blessings and all we are thankful 

for.  So…my one blessing for today that I am so thankful for is Stone Presbyterian Church and all of you…..my wonder-

ful church family!!! 

    

May you all have a wonderful Autumn…..and remember to continue to count your blessings every day. 

 

Love & Peace, Your Deacons 

 

It is difficult to imagine that Christmas is just around the corner.  The year sure has 

gone by fast.  The day after Thanksgiving will be the Clinton Stroll……which for us it 

means that many will be making chili, corn chowder, etc. for the 7 C‘s Café, cookies to 

sell to the public…and there will be lots of new merchandise for the Fair Trade 

Shoppe. 

    

This mean we need to have our church decorated for Christmas by then. So, on Satur-

day, November 20th immediately following worship, we will decorate the sanctuary…

also called ―The Hanging Of The Greens.‖  At that time we will also assemble our brand new Christmas tree!!!  A spe-

cial thank you to everyone who contributed.      

 

Many hands make light work so I hope many of you will stay to help.  There will be a light lunch for those willing to 

stay.  Please let Linda know so she can order the right amount of food. 

Hanging of 

the Greens 



November  Birthdays 
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4 - Tom Copfer 

  Linell Machold 

9 - Betzy Joseph 

11 - Laura Stiefvater 

12 - Olivia Rogers 

16 - Shannon LaFont 

  Florence Morgan 

18 - Scott McDonough 

19 - Sarah Menard 

22 - Judy LaGasse 

23 - Jeff Machold 

Carolyn Barnum has a new home! 

 

One of our faithful attend-

ing parishioners, Carolyn 

Barnum, moved to Flor-

ida on October 15 to be 

closer to her son and 

daughter-in-law. We will 

miss Carolyn‘s smile and 

enthusiasm for our con-

gregation, but she does 

plan to stay in touch.  

 

Her new contact information: 

 Grand Oaks 

 125 NW Jensen Beach Blvd., Apt. 216 

 Jensen Beach, FL 34957 

 772-444-3457 

 

We wish you all the best, Carolyn! 

Remember in Prayer     
 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa‘s parents) 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Carole Grove 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Chris Woods and his family 

- Moore family 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Family of Gilbert Palmer 

- Rev. Reggie Villalobos 

- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman 

- Family of Robert Grozl 

- Jeff Hale and family 

- John Prall 

- Family of Wilma Lawson 

- Family of Laura Grace Eisenhower 

- Cheryl (Scott‘s nephew‘s mother-in-law) 

- Florence Morgan 

- Family of Shirley Sollinger 

- Esther Kanipe 

- Susanne Max (Emily Hughes‘ sister) 

- Keith Dewey (Dennis‘ father)  

- Carolyn Barnum 

- Sue Bishop 

- Debra LaFont 

Blessing of a Wedding Ring 
 

At October 10  

worship we had a 

special ring bless-

ing ceremony.   

Jason Hamshar lost 

his wedding ring a 

week ago or so. He 

bought a replace-

ment ring, but 

wanted it blessed as 

rededication of his 

commitment to his wife Tanya. Pastor Scott Leonard 

did a simple ring blessing ceremony during the service.  

 

In the Presbyterian faith tradition weddings in the 

church are blessed events, but not sacraments, as is true 

also for all the accoutrements, such as wedding rings. 

Still, that is not to say rings aren‘t important. Rings are 

an important ancient symbol, an outward sign of love 

and commitment between two people who have 

pledged their lives together. Thus, while not necessary, 

it is a loving act to bless a new ring as a sign of that 

commitment. And by the smiles on their faces, Jason 

and Tanya truly have that loving commitment. 

Happy Birthday, Florence! 
 

On November 16 Florence Morgan will celebrate her 

95th birthday.  Her faith encourages us to spend a few 

minutes each day in devotional study and prayer.  She 

helps fund the devotional These Days that many of you 

enjoy each month. 
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Vanderkamp Center‘s 10thAnnual Food Festival & Silent Auction 
 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 18, 6-8:30 P.M. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Route 92, Fayetteville, New York 

   
The Ecumenical Camp Association hosts a Silent Auction Fundraiser with great food, items for auction and fellowship in 

abundance!  Your support helps Vanderkamp provide dollars towards kamperships and program needs for Summer 

Kamp 2017. Plan now to: 

 Make a donation to be auctioned at the event (gift basket, item or service) 

 Attend the event and enjoy fabulous food & entertainment, while you bid on items of your choice! 

 
To make donations, or if you have questions, please call Becki Harris at 696-6566, Linda Graves at 451-4944, Bev Carri-

gan at 882-3175 or Lynn Myers at 457-4918. 

Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, or pink 

 poinsettias are $10.50 each.  

   

 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  

 out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   

 is December 5.  Questions?  Call Linda Rance, 797-0737, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 

 

      =========================================================================== 

  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 

                             

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 

                 

        or 

  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 

 

  



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the December 

issue of the newsletter is Monday, 

November 21. Contact Midge 

Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 with 

questions or comments.   
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Trudi Christeler, Ceil Gilbert, 

and Bev Miller who have  

collated, folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The  

Corner Stone just for you!     

Be on time for worship! 
 

Don‘t forget to turn 

your clocks back! 

 

Daylight savings time 

ends at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, November 6. 




