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AANN  AAGGEENNDDAA  AANNDD  OORRDDEERR  OOFF  WWOORRSSHHIIPP  FFOORR  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD’’SS  DDAAYY  
JJaannuuaarryy  2255,,  22001155  ~~  WWoorrsshhiipp  iinn  tthhee  NNoorrttoonn  RRoooomm  ~~  SSttoonnee  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh  

 

We hold our annual congregational meeting in the context of our service 
 remembering that our work and our worship are one. 

 
 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  aass  DDiisscciipplleess  ooff  CChhrriisstt  
 

PRELUDE                   
 

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP/CALL TO ORDER OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 

+HYMN #479                    Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven        LAUDA ANIMA 
 

WELCOME, JOYS, CONCERNS AND INVITATIONS OF THE CHURCH 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN (in silence, then responsively) 
THE PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
   
+A DOXOLOGY #578          Glory Be to the Father              OLD SCOTTISH CHANT  
 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST         
 
                                               We Listen for the Word of God 
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS AND REFLECTIONS 
     

     Jonah 2:1-10                   Jonah prays to the Lord.  
    Mark 1:14-20                  the call of the fishermen 
                                                 

SERMON                                                        Rev. Jeffrey McArn 
                                                 

                                                                                                                                      WWee  RReessppoonndd  ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrdd  
    

 ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, PASTOR’S TERMS OF CALL,  
             CONCURRENCE IN SESSION’S BUDGET 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

OFFERTORY                             
          

+A DOXOLOGY                                                                            LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
  

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  AAss  AAppoossttlleess  ooff  tthhee  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  
 

+HYMN #419                 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                     REPTON 

 
+CHARGE, BENEDICTION, POSTLUDE 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 2014 
 

As I reflect on our life together as Stone Church in the Year of our Lord 2014, the theme of the year’s Epic 

Telling by the Stone Storytellers springs to mind. ―Alive! The Four Easter Stories‖ was the title of the 

performance that the Storytellers offered on Palm Sunday evening and then took on the road to the 

Presbyterian Churches in Whitesboro and Vernon.  
 

And ―Alive!‖ was Stone Church---very much so—in a year that began with Pastor’s mission education trip 

to Nicaragua, learning about the production of Fair Trade Coffee. The Fair Trade Shoppe underwrote much 

of the expense of this trip. And in February the Deacons put on a Nicaraguan Feast as the story of the trip 

was shared in word and pictures. 
 

And, speaking of ―Alive,‖ 2014 saw the blossoming of this endeavor under the dedicated leadership of Ruling Elder 

Lauralyn Kolb. The shoppe came into its own with over $25,000 in sales in this year. It also came into its own space, 

the former Boy Scout room transformed by Adam Blanks with the able assistance of Stone Church members into a 

space appropriate to the mission that the Shoppe carries out so well—selling the quality handcrafts, clothing and food of 

artisans and workers from around the world and providing them direct support for their skill and labor. 
 

It was a year of babies and grandparents: a first for the Deweys and the Menards, and a baptism for Grandparents 

LaGasse to celebrate. June saw a worship service built around hymns by an obscure hymn composer named Dewey and 

a grand celebration of the 35
th
 anniversary of my ordination to the ministry of word and sacrament—a great party that 

featured roasted preacher and lots of laughter. 
 

As I began preparations for retirement on July 1
st
 of 2015, the Session and Deacons engaged in planning for how best to 

carry on the ministry and mission of the church, inviting with the concurrence of the Presbytery of Utica Ruling Elder 

Scott Leonard to be Commissioned Lay Pastor in a ceremony of commissioning in early December. As part of the 

development of plans for the future, the Session also concluded at long last in 2014 the sale of Stone’s Manse on 

College Street thanks to the efforts of Scott Leonard, John Menard, John Stiefvater and Midge Bakos. 
 

In the fall we ate and studied eating from a biblical perspective in our Food and Faith series, enjoying table fellowship 

in after-worship lunches and meeting in homes around meals that challenged us to think about food as more than fuel 

for our bodies and about issues related to hunger. And feeding the hungry was just part of Stone’s Mission in 2014 as 

we collected Soup and Blankets for the Country Pantry and put together meals for Your Neighbors, Inc., a local ministry 

that provides ready-made meals for households experiencing emergencies.  
 

In addition we participated in the One Great Hour of Sharing, and the Advent offerings for Peacemaking, the support of 

retired church workers and missionaries, the ministry of minority schools and Utica’s Hope House---where feeding the 

hungry was done not just with donations, but with preparing and serving some of Utica’s most needy. And thanks to 

Bev and Cooper, once again Stone supported the Parkinson’s Awareness Walk. And I was happy to work with our 

deacons as they carried out their ministry of caring and compassion mostly under the radar, visiting the homebound, 

providing food for our after-worship fellowship, contributing to our worship life on an ongoing basis.  
 

And our Mission, Stewardship and Support Team (under the capable leadership of Mary Ann Stiefvater) invited us to 

―Enter into the Joy‖ of serving Jesus Christ as individual disciples and as a church, and Stone’s membership responded 

with commitment and generosity.  
 

And in October several of Stone’s Storytellers took a road trip to Richmond Hill, Ontario for the Festival of the 

Canadian Network of Biblical Storytellers. Christmas Eve saw the visitation of three characters from the imagination of 

Matthew’s Gospel---the angel Jabriel (Scott Leonard), Ruth of Bethlehem (AKA Elizabeth Smith),  and a Nazareth 

realtor named Miriam, better known as Sherry Robinson. And three from Luke’s Gospel: Peter Massi as Matthias (tax 

collector-cum disciple), the inn keeper’s wife Lilith (Donna Goodfriend), and the sleepiest of shepherds, Jahab, played 

by David Blanks. 

 

Throughout the year we worshiped together surrounded by the glorious sounds of our choir under the direction of Rob 

Kolb and with the participation of Stone’s liturgists and storytellers. We fellowshipped in picnics and pie sales, and---of 

course---the Shoppers’ Stroll! The Year of Our Lord 2014 was one in which we as Stone Church were found to be very 

much alive, as we continued to following the one who defeated death through his resurrection and who continues to call 

us into the future—not merely to survive, but to have life and have it abundantly.  

                                                                                                                                                Deepeace, 
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Clerk of the Session Annual Report for 2014 

 

The Session of the Church is responsible for the mission and government of the Church.  

Minutes and other official records of the Session are the property of the Session, and the Clerk 

is responsible for their preservation. This report is based on the minutes and other official 

records of Stone Presbyterian Church for the year 2014. 

 

For 2014 the session had a few items of major business, as it continued on the strategy it set a 

few years ago of continuing the growth of our mission and depth of our relationships while 

planning for a new future with a new configuration.     

 

Here are some highlights from 2014: 

 

Boys Scouts 

In January Boy Scout Troop 9 Scoutmaster Jerry Getter, Committee Member David Blanks, 

and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader Adam Blanks met with the session as the troop does 

annually.  The troop was down to two scouts, Adam Blanks and Graham Callaghan, who were 

expected and did earn their Eagle Rank in 2014.  As a result the troop will not be renewing its 

charter in 2015.  After about 60 years the church will no longer have a Boy Scout troop to 

sponsor. It was fitting that one of the last scouts goes to Stone Church along with his family. 

 

Basement/Bowling Alley/Scout Room/Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe 

After 25 years as the Boy Scout meeting room (and a bowling alley before that) the Session 

decided to convert the room to a new stable location for the Fair Trade shop, since the Boy 

Scout troop was disbanding and no longer needed the space. 

 

In March Jesse Miller, who was confirmed at Stone Church, did some repairs and painting in 

the basement.  In May the session approved for Adam Blanks to renovate the ―Scout Room‖ to 

be suitable for the Fair Trade Shoppe as his Eagle Scout Project with John Menard supervising 

 

By September the room and street entryway make-over was complete.  Adam Blanks cleaned 

the whole room out and painted the walls and Jesse Miller laid the tile, painted the hallway and 

bathrooms, replaced the toilets and ended up redoing the side entranceway.  The Hamilton 

College students helped move some shelving for The Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe,  

 

The Shoppe was successfully moved downstairs Saturday 9/27/14! 

In November based on research by John Stiefvater, Chris Menard, and Lauralyn Kolb, the shop 

implemented using Square for credit card sales using an iPad and the associate hardware and 

software.  Thanks to the Square credit card reader, the shop had $2500 of sales at Shoppers 

Stroll! 

 

Scott Leonard installed a Wi-Fi extender and after some struggles finally got it to work so that 

the dining room and Fair Trade shop now have Wi-Fi. 

 

The transformation is complete and opens a new era for the room and the shop! 
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Manse 

In May we received and the clerk of session signed a purchase offer for the manse for $180,000 

for the couple that have been renting it.  There were some items and repairs that needed to be 

and ultimately were addressed.  Stone Church and Utica Presbytery had previously approved 

the sale of the manse, so it went to the New York State Supreme Court for approval, which Jay 

Williams, who is representing us, thought would take a couple of months. 

 

In November sale approval for the manse continued.  There was a problem with the title, but 

that got resolved.  The changing name of the church over the past 200 years was now an issue.  

Midge Bakos was asked to take over all the documents to show the history of our name change.  

The process continued into December with a survey now required. We had hoped for $75,000 

profit, but had to deduct the expense for both the survey and the Bilco door repair.  In 

November the rent started going towards the mortgage, not income for the church. 

 

On December 17, 2014 after 163 years and 15 pastors who lived there, the clerk of session, 

Scott Leonard, signed the papers to close the sale of the manse and that chapter of our 

congregational life. 

 

Financial 

In January the session voted for Christine Menard to be our Treasurer for another year.  In 

December after doing another great year as treasurer she announced she needed to step down 

due to new work commitments.  The session is seeking a new treasurer. 

 

In March the session approved the deacons’ request to have their own checkbook, which they 

did a few years ago, with stipulation that it be part of our general ledger with the treasurer 

reconciling the books every month.   

 

In April the session resolved that, in appreciation for the meticulous and thorough auditing of 

the books of Stone Presbyterian Church at its regular monthly meeting on April 14, 2014, did 

cause to be spread upon the official minutes of the session this appreciation and acted to 

express our deep gratitude to Gene Lawson and Ceil Gilbert as we pray God’s continuing 

blessing upon them 

 

We applied for and received the small business health care tax credit.   

 

Future Planning 

2014 started off with a strong focus on deciding and implementing changes for what we want to 

be as a church going forward, given our financial situation.  The session did some work on its 

own and the Rev. Jeff McArn, chaplain at Hamilton College and now as our representative 

from CoM, assisted us in our future planning efforts.  In September Diane Hausserman, from 

Boonville and Presbytery CEEC, also came to discuss potential changes and what Boonville 

has been doing in a similar regard.   

 

The session saw three major (and some overlapping) choices: 1) sell the building (we could 

relocate or try to stay as ―tenants‖ or just disband), 2) merge/yoke with another church, such as 

Three Steeples and/or Deansboro (we would need to decide on whose building), and 3) proceed 

with a shared lay ministry and some redevelopment of the building.  After some research and  
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meetings with others the session did not find other churches that wished to do more things 

together.  With the sale of the manse and the previous bequests as an increased endowment the 

session decided to proceed with a less expensive lay ministry while expanding the use of the 

building for the community and outside groups.   

 

In May Scott Leonard met with Clinton Chamber of Commerce and Dennis Dewey and John 

Menard interviewed with the Clinton Courier to convey the 1) we are NOT closing our doors, 

in fact we are 2) opening our doors for use by others.   

 

In September our installed pastor Dennis Dewey discussed possibly retiring at the end of June 

2015 instead of December 2015 still being full-time half the time (full-time for a week or two 

then off for a week or two) as had been the plan with a shared lay ministry complementing him.   

 

In November the session voted unanimously to have Dennis Dewey full-time half the time from 

January 1 to June 30, 2015 and to extend a call to Scott Leonard to be a part-time 

Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP), complementing Dennis the first half of 2015 and leading 

after that with additional support from pulpit supply, Stone Storytellers, and others for some 

worship services, as well as more sharing of pastoral duties.  Scott completed the three-year 

Utica Presbytery Lay Academy program in September 2013 as an Authorized Lay Preacher 

(ALP), which made him eligible to be a CLP.   

 

Scott’s commissioning was approved at the November 18 Presbytery Meeting and he was 

commissioned at Stone Church during its regular worship service on December 14.  At the 

December 8 session meeting the session enthusiastically voted for Sherry Robinson to become 

the new clerk of session, since Scott was now precluded from being clerk and pastor. 

 

Building Use and Theater Groups 

In February the session stated one of its goals was to expand the use of the Stone church 

building, particularly for paid use.  In March inquiries started coming from theater groups. 

 

The first request, which was granted, was for the theatre group Outcast to perform the Pulitzer 

Prize winning play, ―WIT,‖ which after a couple of months rehearsals they did May 29 – June 

1.  They temporarily remade the dining room into a very nice small theater.  Outcast is also 

renting one of our old classrooms for storage. Outcast did another play on October 24, ―The 

God Game‖.  They also have more plays planned for the future. 

 

With the added use the Property Committee updated the building use policy and fee schedule 

and the session authorized the office manager, Peggy Weldon, to schedule events at the church 

and if there are issues raise them to building use team of John Menard, Scott Leonard, or John 

Stiefvater.   

 
Other 

In May the session approved buying a new computer for the office.   

 

The session approved for the KAC to store books in the old basement nursery room for their 

annual book sale in November.  The KAC was extremely appreciative. 
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Once again Stone church had joint worship services with the Methodists in July and August.   

 

In September the session decided to replace the broken dishwasher and authorized the  Property 

Committee for a fundraiser for the dishwasher, which more than raised the $4000 that it cost.  

In November the dishwasher was installed and was a blessing during Shoppers Stroll. 

 

Elder Pat Joseph continued to be Stone Church’s commissioner for the Utica Presbytery 

meetings as well as being active on Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (CoM).  Elder Shelly 

Coe continued to be active in Presbytery also as chair of the Board of Trustees.  Scott Leonard 

also was a member of Presbytery’s MICAH mission committee.  Impressive for a church of our 

size to be so involved. 

 

Meetings 
During the year 2014, Stone Presbyterian Church held its annual congregational meeting on 

January 27, 2014 and the Congregation elected officers, approved the 2013 Annual Report and 

received the 2014 Budget.  A short special congregational meeting was held and the 

congregation elected Elizabeth Smith as an elder to serve on session for a three-year term and 

K. Brooke Villiere as a deacon for a three-year term. 

 

The Session held eleven regular meetings, including one joint meeting with the Deacons, and 

one special meeting where it voted unanimously to accept the new members Heather Bagnall, 

Peter Massi, Emily Young, and Dave Duncan.   

 

Members 

In 2014, the Session and congregation welcomed 5 new members into our congregation. New 

members were installed on Pentecost, 8:30 a.m. June 8 with breakfast beforehand with the 

Session.  

 

In 2014, 2 members were transferred to another church. 

 

Weddings   

The Sanctuary hosted 1 wedding in 2014. 

 

Baptisms 

There was 1 baptism in 2014. In May the session voted to approve the baptism of Buffie 

Brothers’ daughter, Emily Haley, on Sunday, July 13. 

 

Deaths 

There were no deaths in 2014. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Scott Leonard 

Clerk of Session 
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Property Committee Report 2014 

 

The Property Committee had another active year in 2014. There were some very significant 

changes that occurred that we feel will impact our congregation in a very positive way. 

 

One of the biggest projects was in converting the Boy Scout Room to the Fair Trade Shop. 

Many people were involved that made this happen, not the least of which was Scout Adam 

Blanks who took this on as his Eagle project. A new wall was erected at the back portion of the 

room and all walls were cleaned and painted.  Jesse Miller did a great job laying down a new 

vinyl floor. Also as part of this project, the downstairs bathrooms were cleaned and repainted.  

When the room was ready, many people, including some Hamilton College volunteers, helped 

to move the Fair Trade merchandise from the Norton Room into their new home. Not only does 

this give the Fair Trade Shop a great new place to be but it also opens up the Norton Room for 

new use.  

 

A second nice change for the Church was the purchase of a new dishwasher for the kitchen. 

The old one was no longer repairable and so needed replacement. It was sorely missed. Thanks 

to the generosity of many members of the congregation, the new dishwasher was purchased and 

installed in November. It is working very well and is a wonderful improvement when the 

Church has dinners and events. 

 

The third very major effort of the Property Committee has been the selling of the manse at 61 

College Street. The closing for this transaction occurred in early December. The manse was 

built by the Church as a home for its ministers in the mid 1850’s and until the past few years 

our pastors and their families have always lived there. There have been many upgrades to this 

fine old building over the years and we hope the new owners, who have been renting it from 

the Church for the past two years, will be very happy there.  

 

Beyond these three major projects, there have been many smaller jobs involved with the 

Church facilities.  One of these activities involved Hamilton College students and is becoming 

an annual event. In the late summer, student volunteers, under the direction of Church 

members, helped with cleaning, dusting, washing, mulching etc. to spruce up the Church for 

the fall. It is very helpful and it gives the people involved a chance to meet some very nice 

young people.  

 

We look forward to 2015!! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John Stiefvater 

John Menard  
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Finance Committee Annual Report for 2014 

 

We continued along the plan that we have been executing for the past several years. For 2014 

that included selling the manse and planning for reduced minister costs in 2015. 

 

In 2013 we received estate gifts, invested the majority of them and retained $66,485 to cover an 

anticipated budget shortfall in 2014.  We ended up needing $52,435 to cover our actual costs in 

2014.  We anticipate needing $47,143 in 2015.  

 

Three years ago we took out a home equity line of credit (HELOC) on the manse with 

ACCESS Federal Credit Union and had been drawing on that to meet our cash and funding 

shortfalls.  We reached the $100,000 maximum of that line of credit at the end of 2013.  After a 

lot of work by John Menard, Midge Bakos, Peggy Weldon, and others, including Jay Williams, 

III who was our attorney for the sale, we finally sold the manse in 2014, as had been our plan.  

With the sale in December we were able to close on the manse and pay off the line of credit 

within a week and have about $72,000 left over.  We now will no longer have the $13,200 per 

year as rent income, but also no longer have the liability of being landlords and maintaining the 

property, particularly capital expenses that eventually will be required.   

 

On the plus side we have again for another year allowed our endowment funds, which are with 

Wells Fargo, to grow without having to draw from them at all and it was a reasonably good 

year for the stock market.  We have two Wells Fargo Accounts.  Our original one began 2014 

with $90,820.73 and ended with $101,127.16 for a gain of $10,306.43.  Our second account, 

begun with the Carpenter estate bequest, which is intended for longer term, strategic activities, 

began 2014 with $165,615.44 and ended with $176,880.46 for a gain of $11,265.02.  Combined 

with the net proceeds of the manse sale, we have about $414,500 in reserves.   

 

The Session voted for Gene Lawson and Cecelia Gilbert to be our auditors, which they have for 

the past few years.  Their report gave us satisfactory findings, notwithstanding our deficit 

spending. 

  

The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe continues to grow and expand.  We continue to have 

the Shoppe manage its costs and budget while under the auspices of Stone Church.  The 

Shoppe had sales of over $25,000 in 2014 most of which we have re-invested in the business.  

$81.25 was donated to the Presbyterian Foundation and $3,000 went to the church general 

fund.  Though it may change if the Shoppe continues to grow, the Shoppe is still all volunteer 

run. 

 

For the 2015 budget the Finance Committee proposed and the Session approved a budget with 

Total Income $75,797, Total Expense $122,949 thus with deficit of -$47,143 to be covered by 

part of the proceeds of the sale of the manse.  Our income is less than 2014 due to a reduction 

in pledges.  We currently have 29 pledge units. For all our non-ministerial costs the total 

expense is the same as 2014 except for a 2.0% compensation increase for the staff.   

 

For 2015 we have a major change in our pastor services as had been our plan.  After eight years 

our installed pastor, Dennis Dewey, will reduce his hours in half for the first half of the year 

and then retire at the end of June.  At the same time the session, in conjunction with the  
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presbytery, has engaged and commissioned Scott Leonard as a lay pastor.  He will be filling in 

for most of the time Dennis is off until Dennis retires, then Scott will serve as part-time 

commissioned lay pastor (CLP).  The net effect is the ministerial costs in 2015 will be about 

half of those in 2014 and less in future years, assuming we continue with our plan to have a 

part-time CLP. 

   

Our stewardship campaign theme was ―Enter into the Joy‖, which is from the Parable of the 

Talents in Matthew 25.  While change can take time to embrace, we continue to take our talents 

to improve our financial situation and indeed even multiply them through all our wonderful 

missions in the service of our Lord! 

 

Finally, we want to thank Christine Menard, who stepped up in 2013 to be our new treasurer 

and has done a yeoman’s job to keep our books straight and financial house in order. 

Unfortunately, she has to step down due to a new job/second career.  While we will miss her 

dearly as our treasurer, we wish her well on her new adventure! 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Scott R. Leonard, Finance Committee Chair 

 

Members:  Cecilia Gilbert, Shelly Coe, Chris Menard (Treasurer) 
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Worship, Education and Program – 2014 

 

On January 3, Dennis travelled to Nicaragua and learned of the work of the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, Enough for Everyone, Equal Exchange, and CEPAD (Council of Protestant 

Churches of Nicaragua) and participated in the coffee preparation for Equal Exchange.  On 

February 9, Dennis showed slides and talked about his trip to Nicaragua during a luncheon after 

church.  The program was very informative. 

 

In January, a report from Ecclesiastical Building Use Specialist Peter Moore, from the 

Presbytery of New York City, was shared with the congregation.  For the month of January, our 

services revolved around discussions concerning our future as a people of God and looking at 

possible options for our building. 

 

Taizé worshp resumed February 13 after a one month hiatus.  The WEP Committee took on 

responsibility for the service.  It continued through November and was suspended for the 

winter months.  There are plans to start again in March or April 2015. 

 

At the beginning of Lent, the congregation was invited to form small groups called Koinonia 

(fellowship) to meet to deepen our spirituality and learn more about each other as people of 

faith.  Groups were encouraged to form during Lent but we hope to keep this open to future 

groups as well. 

 

We were invited to join a Lenten Series ―A History of Religion in 5 ½ Objects‖ held at St. 

Mary’s Church on March 27, April 3, and April 10.  This three part series was led by S. Brent 

Plate, a Visiting Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Hamilton College. 

 

The Stone Storytellers presented ―Alive! The Four Easter Stories‖ on April 13.  They also 

performed the Easter Stories at Whitesboro Presbyterian Church and Vernon Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

The Bible Brunch Bunch met on the third Saturday of the month through May but was 

suspended due to illness and operations.  We hope to restart the group again in the future. 

 

June 13 we had a celebration of Dennis’ 35
th

 anniversary of his ordination.  It was held at Twin 

Ponds. 

 

On Pentecost Sunday, we received four new members:  Emily Young, Peter Massi, Heather 

Bagnall, and David Duncan.  On November 16, we received Steven McVey as a new member. 

 

Ruling elders discussed ―The Presbyterian Ruling Elder, an Essential Guide‖ at Session 

meetings. 

 

On June 15 our service was built around 15 hymns written and/or composed by Dennis Dewey. 
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Summer services began June 29 at Stone Church with Elizabeth Smith leading worship and 

continued through July here at Stone Church with Dennis preaching on the differences between 

denominations. 

 

On July 20 G. Roberts Kolb led the service and explored the nuances of Presbyterian and 

Methodist traditions. 

 

In August we met at the Clinton United Methodist Church with the Rev. Jeff Hale preaching. 

 

In September we resumed worship at Stone Church.  Dennis invited us to audit a course he was 

teaching on ―Introduction to the New Testament‖ for the Presbyterian of Utica’s Lay Academy.  

It started in September and continues through March 2015. 

 

In September we started a series on Food and Faith.  September 21 we had an ―Agape Meal‖ 

and on October 5 we had an international pot luck.  On October 29 we met at members’ homes 

for small informal discussions and we concluded on November 2 with a ―Monks Meal.‖  We 

hope gatherings will continue with more opportunities to share our faith around the table. 

 

The labyrinth is available when the church is open Monday – Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

and on Thursdays from 8:45 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 

On December 14 Scott Leonard was installed as our Commissioned Lay Pastor to begin 

integrating worship with Dennis in January and becoming our part tine pastor in September. 

 

Advent brought our special offerings for Joy, Hope, Love, and Peace. 

 

Christmas Eve was an evening of carols, scripture, and ―first person‖ views of the Christmas 

Story by the Stone Storytellers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna Goodfriend 
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Mission, Stewardship and Support - 2014 

 

2014 was an interesting and productive year for our Mission activities. As ever, our 

congregation is hard-working and generous in support of various agencies, sharing the grace 

and riches bestowed upon each of us by a loving and generous God.  

 

To this end, we undertook: 

 

 Our annual Chocolate Lover’s Sale, held on February 8, 2014. This sale, organized by 

Ceil Gilbert with support from The Fair Trade Shoppe, The Women’s Association and 

the entire congregation, netted $284 which was donated to The Country Pantry. 

 Support for the Your Neighbors service designed to provide nourishing, easily heated 

meals for the homebound. In May 2014, we provided 70 meals for Your Neighbors 

clients.  

 Ongoing contributions to The Country Pantry, our area food bank. Judy LaGasse 

continues as our liaison to the Country Pantry. In November 2014 we responded to a 

special request and provided cases of canned mushroom soup and new blankets to 

benefit Country Pantry clients. Not only did we provide quantities of food, but Stone 

Church has also donated funds with which the Pantry can purchase bulk goods to 

distribute to the increasing number of people utilizing their services. Our Love Sunday 

2014 Advent offering was designated for the Country Pantry. Through the generosity of 

our members and friends, throughout the year, we were able to provide $1079 for those 

unable to feed themselves and their families. 

 To assist Hope House in feeding and sheltering those without either homes or 

sustenance. Ceil Gilbert organizes our participation at Hope House on the fourth 

Monday of each month. On each of these Mondays, a team from Stone Church helps 

prepare and serve an evening meal. Additionally, our congregation provides toiletries 

and other supplies for Hope House clients. Finally, special collections are earmarked to 

assist Hope House in meeting its goal of feeding and sheltering those in Utica unable to 

independently secure food and a warm, safe refuge. On Hope Sunday, our first Advent 

offering, which was designated for Hope House, a total of $485 in donations was 

received.  

 Participation in Church World Service’s Blanket and Tool campaign. Father’s Day 

was designated ―Blanket and Tool‖ Sunday. Our special offering of $600, was 

designated to support the work of Church World Service in both aiding those victims of 

disaster and civil strife and in empowering survivors to become more self-sufficient.  

 Miscellaneous support for organizations such as the LGBT community through support 

of their presence at the 2014 New York State Fair.  

 Support for the activities of the Presbyterian Church USA (World Mission, US 

Mission, Mission through Education).  Our third Advent offering for Joy Sunday was 

dedicated to the PC USA Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, which  
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distributes financial assistance to eligible church workers and their families, and for 

racial ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA). We were able to send $168 to this 

important service of the Presbyterian Church. Our fourth Advent offering of $111 for 

Peace Sunday also was dedicated to the Presbyterian Church USA Mission Agency, this 

time for their peacemaking efforts throughout the world’s violence-ridden regions. 

 Contributions during special offerings such as the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s One 

Great Hour of Sharing. Our gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enabled our church to 

share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world by assisting this agency 

which works with those affected by natural disasters and provides food and resources to 

empower the poor and oppressed. Our congregation’s donation of $1098 was added to 

the donations of churches throughout the world in support of this endeavor. 

 

Additionally, the Mission Committee worked to encourage members and friends of Stone 

Church to participate in our stewardship campaign –“Enter into the Joy” – which culminated 

in a special Consecration Sunday service on November 16, 2014. This service was followed by 

a celebratory luncheon attended by a congenial group of members and friends. As ever, the 

support for our Church and its mission was evident by the care and generosity exhibited during 

all stewardship activities. 

 

Thank you, one and all, for your generosity and support.  May we always be cognizant of and 

work to fulfill our mission of working for peace, justice and basic necessities for all God’s 

people. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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Membership, Communication and Outreach (MCO) Report 2014 

Our team consists of Ceil Gilbert, Emily Hughes, Linda Rance, and Sherry Robinson.     
 

Our goal is to ―encourage the integration of visitors and new members into the life of the 

church‖ and our tasks throughout the year include: 
 

- Reviewing and maintaining Parish Group lists (where each elder has a parish group of 6-8  

households whom they are responsible for). 

- We promote a sense of community through personal relationships within the congregation and  

try to plan events. 

- We oversee the communications of the church including productions of The Corner Stone, the  

Stone Church website, bulletin board, publicity for church events. 

- Oversee the work of the Office Manager and primary personnel contact. 

- We seek to look at the ministry of the church through the eyes of the outsider to help make 

our  

church a visitor friendly time with first time visitors. 
  
Throughout the year we try to remind folks to wear their name tags on Sunday mornings not so 

much for ourselves but for our visitors and how important it is.  We also try to get new names 

to Peggy so that our repeat guests have name tags to wear.  
 

We follow up with either notes or emails to new visitors when applicable. 
 

We try to cover any of our events or happenings with pictures for the newsletter or website. We 

were able to get pictures to tell our story throughout 2014. 
 

April 2014 we asked five folks-David Duncan, Emily Young, Peter Massi, Steven McVey and 

Heather Bagnall if they would be interested in joining our church family as members. May 

2014 we helped out with assisting with dinner and conversation with these folks so we could all 

get to know each other. What fun it was…. 
 

Through the year we continue to keep our prayer list updated. The prayer chain is active, we 

send emails to a list of folks when prayers are requested and needed immediately. We receive 

prayer requests through emails, our church website, and by word of mouth. If the requestor 

would like, we will print the name in the Sunday bulletin prayer list and in our monthly 

newsletter prayer list. 
 

November 2014 during the Shoppers Stroll our team volunteered assisting with the Fair Trade 

Shoppe and others assisted in the kitchen working at the Seven C’s Café. 
 

As part of our communication team we are hoping to reach out to more of you and ask that you 

help communicate by writing a piece for our monthly newsletters. Thank you to those who did 

write and do keep them coming.  Thank you also for submitting your favorite recipes so we 

could print them in the newsletter each month.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherry Robinson, Moderator 
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Nominating Committee Report for 2014 

 

The Nominating Committee performed a diligent search for elders and deacons.  Unfortunately, 

we were not able to find sufficient candidates to fill all the open positions.  Thus, in accordance 

with past practice and the consent of the session we will leave the open positions vacant for 

now until such time that we find a candidate or restructure the boards. 

 

Session 

Session currently has nine members out of twelve positions allowed by our by-laws.   After 

prayerful consideration and consultation with the candidates, the Nominating Committee 

nominates Peter Massifor a three-year term.  If elected, this would result in session being 

reduced by one to eight members for 2015.   

 

Board of Deacons 

The Board of Deacons currently has nine members out of twelve positions allowed by our by-

laws.  After prayerful consideration and consultation with the candidates, the Nominating 

Committee nominates Judy and Gary Lagasse for new two-year terms and EmilyYoung and 

Mary Chamberlain for three-year terms.  If elected, this would result in deacons remaining at 

nine members for 2015. 

 

Nominating Committee 

After prayerful consideration and consultation with the candidates, the Nominating Committee 

nominates Scott Leonard and Ceil Gilbert as the members-at-large members of the 2015 

Nominating Committee.   The session and the Board of Deacons will select their 

representatives as delineated in the Book of Order. 

 

The composition of the three bodies would then look like the following: 

 

Elders 

   Installation date  Terms  

 

John Stiefvater  3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Mary Ann Stiefvater  3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Donna Goodfriend  11-12-06   currently in 3
rd

 3-year term 

John Menard   3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

3-year term 

Patricia Joseph  3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Lauralyn Kolb   3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Sherry Robinson  2-24-13   currently in 1
st
 3-year term 

Peter Massi   1-2015    starting 1
st
 3-year term 
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Deacons 

   Installation date  Terms  

 

Linda Rance   3-6-11    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Hal Rance   3-6-11    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Gil Adams   3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Emily Hughes   3-7-10    currently in 2
nd

 3-year term 

Bev Miller   2-27-13   currently in 1
st
 3-year term 

Judy LaGasse   1-2015    starting 2
nd

 2-year term 

Gary LaGasse   1-2015    starting 2
nd

 2-year term 

Emily Young   1-2015    starting 1
st
 3-year term 

Mary Chamberlain  1-2015    starting 1
st
 3-year term 

 

 

 

2014 Nominating Committee  

Class of 2013   Installation date  Terms  

Lora Schilder, chair  2-27-13   currently in 2
nd

 term  

Scott Leonard   2-27-13   currently in 2
nd

 term 

Ceil Gilbert   1-18-14   currently in 1
st
 term 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

2014 Nominating Committee 

Lora Schilder, Elder and Chair; Scott Leonard, member; Ceil Gilbert, member. 
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Board of Deacons Annual Report 2014 
 

Members:  Bev Miller, Judy LaGasse, Gary LaGasse, Linda Rance, Hal Rance, Jim Gavett, 

Brooke Villiere, Gil Adams, and Emily Hughes, Chairperson 
 

Linda Rance ably served as Recording Secretary and liaison for The Corner Stone.  Bev Miller 

organized our courtesy and care (particularly sympathy and birthday cards).  Treasurer duties 

were handled by Hal Rance.  Judy and Gary LaGasse were the Country Pantry liaisons.   
 

As of December 7, 2014, our balance was $244.17.  Florence Morgan has made a monthly 

donation of $25.00. 
 

Deacons greeted at Sunday services and at special events.  Deacons hosted each Sunday and 

added birthday cakes for members celebrating their 90
th

 year! 
 

Deacons served communion each month and accompanied Rev. Dewey to eight homebound 

members’ homes during the year.  Friendly visits and transportation needs have kept committee 

members very engaged this year.   
 

Helen Franz has moved to the Lutheran Home and Gil Adams to the Presbyterian Home.  

Several members have had accidents/surgery that brought us out to visit.  Bev Miller brought 

Bev Sullivan to our September birthday service. 
 

The Country Pantry has grown significantly increasing the challenge Judy and Gary share with 

our congregation each month.  A trend to focus on an item (November’s cream of mushroom 

soup) resulted in a huge response! 
 

Twice a year we work with Chester’s Florist for Easter and Christmas.  Members’ generosity 

and choices provided memorable displays.  We shared flowers with our homebound. 
 

Our budget allowed us to make several purchases.  In addition to candles, table linens, floral 

arrangements, and dining room trays, a portable sign that can be used to announce church 

events was purchased.  In addition, a donation towards the purchase of a new dishwasher was 

made. 
 

In the fall, Hamilton College students volunteered to do extensive cleaning in the sanctuary and 

outdoors.  The Menards provided supplies and the Rances Subway sandwiches. 
 

Deacons have attended nearly all of the Session meetings.  Many members of Stone, 

particularly Midge Bakos, helped the Deacons. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Emily Hughes 
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Memorial Committee - 2014 

 

The Memorial Committee did not meet this year.   

 

Our finances: 

 

 Balance 12-31-13     2883.68 

 Income 2014        325.00 

 Balance 12-31-14              $3208.68 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gene Lawson, Trudi Christeler,  Emily Hughes, Chairperson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Memorial Fund 2014 

 

In memory of:      Given by:     

      

Stone Church scouters    Bill Rudge    

 

 

Virginia Francis      John & Christine Menard 
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Building Stones Mission Shoppe - Annual Report 2014 

 

What an amazing year the shop has had!  Our fiscal year runs from March 1 to February 

28, so we are still within our fiscal year.  Since March 1, 2014, the shop has sold an 

incredible $25,405.54 worth of merchandise: a truly exciting way for us to help people 

around the world work their way out of poverty.  

 

Highlights of our year included being asked to participate in a webinar sponsored by the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, on running a Fair Trade Shop in a church.  The slide 

show for this webinar can still be seen on our Facebook page, and on the church’s 

website.  Participating in this was a fantastic experience, partly because it made us 

realize that we are doing something quite unique here.  It also put us in contact with two 

new companies: Mayan Hands (Guatemala) and Partners for Just Trade (Guatemala, 

Peru, & Haiti.)  Products from these companies have been extremely popular, and it felt 

particularly good to be doing something concrete to help Guatemala this past summer. 

 

This fall, we moved to our new room in the basement.  Thanks to Adam Blanks for 

choosing us for his Eagle Scout project, to Jesse Miller for renovations to the room, and 

to John Menard for all his work.  Thanks also to the many Hamilton College students 

who helped us with the move itself. 

 

Soon after moving into our new quarters, our cash register died.  We made the decision 

to upgrade and establish an account with Squareup.com.  This account allows us to take 

credit cards, and to track our inventory on-line.  It also helps with bookkeeping.  Scott 

Leonard, Chris Menard, and John and Mary Ann Stiefvater have been invaluable in 

making this transition possible.  Scott and John especially have spent hours making 

certain we had adequate wi-fi coverage (Scott) and getting our inventory onto the new 

system (John.)  We still have more to do, but we were up and running in time for the 

Shopper’s Stroll, and are now finishing up as we have the time. 

 

Last December, Pat Joseph was seen on WKTV promoting the shop.  WKTV news and 

TWC news both stopped by the shop on Saturday, Jan. 10, and interviewed David 

White.  They both did a great job and provided us with wonderful free publicity. 

 

As in past years, we packed up the shop for several off-site sales to other churches, to 

the annual Parkinsons Walk, and to the annual dinner meeting of the Mohawk Valley 

Chapter of the UN.  Carol and David White have been especially dedicated in doing 

these. 

 

Since we had a lot of expenses this year with the new floor and the new computer 

system, we did not give away profits like we have in the past.  We did share the profits 

from sales made at the Parkinsons Walk, raising $81.25 for the Presbyterian Home 

Foundation. 
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None of this would be possible without a lot of people spending a lot of hours.  Many 

thanks to Mary Chamberlain, who has now taken over the scheduling of workers and 

keeping the place clean, Pat and Buzz Joseph, David and Carol White, Ceil Gilbert, 

Donna Goodfriend, Elizabeth Smith, Heather Bagnall, all of whom give countless hours 

throughout the year.  Additional thanks to Gerry Gogel, Helen, Scott, and Jesse 

Leonard, Bev Miller, Grace Whittemore, Anne Dunn, Lora Schilder, Mary Ann 

Stiefvater, Steven McVey, Barbara Greene, Peter Massi, Emily Young, Joe Caruso, and 

Rob Kolb who have helped in various ways throughout the year; and to Peggy Weldon 

and Cros Harvey for the extra work we cause them. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Lauralyn Kolb 
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION REPORT FOR 2014 

 

The Women’s Association usually conducts its business through E-mail messages or personal 

contact. All women of the church are welcome and encouraged to participate in our activities. 

Please contact Donna Goodfriend or Ceil Gilbert if you would like to join our group. 

 

In January we contributed $50 toward 2013 year-end staff gifts and donated $200 to Hope 

House. 

 

We held our Annual Pie Sale in May. With the generous donations from everyone in the 

congregation, we were able to make a profit of $530. 

 

In October we held our Annual Apple Celebration.  Again, we were blessed to have donations 

of apple pies and many other delicious apple goodies from our congregation, which allowed us 

to raise a total of $739.75. As a result, we were able to donate $500 toward the purchase of the 

new dishwasher for the kitchen downstairs.  

 

We continue to support the work done by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery by 

fulfilling our annual pledge to them of $200 for the year. 

 

In December we donated $233.51 to purchase items for our Christmas family that were needed 

after most of the ornament requests were filled. 

 

At year end, we were able to donate $50 to the Thea Bowman House and $50 to the Rescue 

Mission of Utica, both which are very worthy causes that had expressed need. 

 

We are very grateful for all the help we have received from everyone, during our two annual 

fund-raisers and hope that we will be as successful in the coming year. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ceil Gilbert (Secretary/Treasurer) 
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION TREASURER’S REPORT - 2014 
 

Balance as of 1/1/2014       1,273.67 

 

Receipts 

  

Pie Sale   530. 

 Apple Celebration  739.75  

 

TOTAL RECEIPTS         1,269.75 

 

Disbursements 

  

Christmas families 2013  450. 

 Staff year-end gifts 2013      50. 

 Hope House    200. 

 Pledge to Pres. Women of the 

 Presbytery    200. 

 Donation toward dishwasher  500. 

 Donation to Thea Bowman Hse.      50. 

 Donation to Rescue Mission 

 of Utica      50. 

 Christmas family 2014  223.51 

 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS        (1,723.51) 

 

Balance as of 12/31/2014            819.91 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ceil Gilbert (Secretary/Treasurer) 
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