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            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
           engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
               as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 

 

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY AT STONE CHURCH 

 

February 1, 2015 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany – The Lord’s Supper – Dennis Dewey 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 – The Lord will raise up a new prophet.  

Psalm 111 – Praise God for his wonderful works!  

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 – eating food that's been offered to idols  

Mark 1:21-28 – Jesus exorcises an unclean 

spirit.  

Sermon:  Prophecy & Exorcism? 

 

 

February 8, 2015 – 5th Sunday after Epiphany – The Rev. Victor McKusick 

Isaiah 40:21-31 – Those who serve God will renew their strength. 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c – It is good to praise the God who binds up the wounded. 

I Corinthians 9:16-23 – Paul becomes all things to all people. 

Mark 1:29-39 – Many sick come to Jesus, but he leaves to preach.      

                      

 

February 15, 2015 – Transfiguration/Ordination & The Lord’s Supper – Dennis Dewey 

2 Kings 2:1-12 – Elisha becomes Elijah’s successor. 

Psalm 50:1-6 – The heavens declare God’s Righteousness. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 – God shines in our hearts with the light of Christ.  

Mark 9:2-9 – Jesus is transfigured on the mountain.  

Sermon:  A Vision for Ministry 

 

 

February 18, 2015 – Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

              following the pancake supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

February 22, 2015 – First Sunday in Lent – Scott Leonard, CLP 

Genesis 9:8-17 – God gives a rainbow as a sign for Noah. 

Psalm 25:1-10 – a prayer for guidance 

1 Peter 3:18-22 – The flood prefigured baptism. 

Mark 1:9-15 – Jesus’ baptism, temptation, and proclamation 

Sermon: Reflect, Repent, Renew 



A Waymark in a ―Season of Lasts‖ 
 

With my approaching retirement I have entered the Season of “Lasts” (my last Christ-

mas Eve service as pastor, my last Lent, my last Easter sunrise service, etc.). This 

month‘s ―lasts‖ include my last new officer training session. Our Book of Order requires 

that officers elect (Ruling Elders and Deacons) be instructed in the theology, history and 

responsibilities of the offices to which they have been elected by God through the vote 

of the congregation. I have always welcomed this opportunity—in part because I am 

such a slow learner, and going through the process every year brings me closer to an un-

derstanding of our church‘s polity (government) and the God-thinking that underlies it.  
 

The bitter-sweet nature of this last new officer training is made more sweet for me by the fact that two officers undertak-

ing training are Peter Massi and Emily Young, whose marriage we‘ll be celebrating as a church on August 30, represent 

a new generation of leadership. It will be a joy to include as part of their premarital counseling an orientation to their 

service to Christ in the church called Stone.  
 

The Session has set the Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday (February 15) for their ordination. You will remember that it 

has been our custom at Stone of late to celebrate the Lord‘s Supper by intinction on ―festival Sundays‖ (those special 

days like Easter, Pentecost, Trinity) that serve as waymarks in the story of the Christian year. Typically on festival Sun-

days, I serve the bread, and worshipers dip the bread into one of the cups on either side of the table—one held by a Rul-

ing Elder and the other by a Deacon. On Transfiguration Sunday the first official act of this newly ordained couple will 

be to serve the cup of salvation to the worshiping community. You can be sure I‘ll remind them of this day when we get 

to August 30th  and will have something to say in their wedding homily about the nature of vows—both ordinational and 

matrimonial! 

            

 

 

 

"February is merely as long as is needed to pass the time until March." (Dr. J. R. Stockton)  

February is an odd month.  It‘s the shortest month, it gets an extra day most every four years, it‘s the most mispro-

nounced month.  In ancient times the Romans didn‘t even bother with months for winter—just had a long stretch of 

nothing.  Finally they did add January and February with February being the last month of the year (as it was for a while).   
 

We have an eclectic mix of holidays in February:  Groundhog Day (Feb 1—also one of my favorite religious movies), 

Valentine‘s Day (Feb 14—not coincidentally Stone will have its annual Chocolate Lovers sale that day), Boy Scout Sun-

day (Feb 8—I‘ll be at the Clinton United Methodist Church that day for it), Presidents Day (Feb 16—officially called 

Washington‘s Birthday, but we threw Lincoln‘s birthday in there too), Chinese New Year (Feb 19—floats around with 

the lunar calendar), and other stuff. 
 

The Romans held the festival of ―Februa‖ or ―purification‖ on the 15th of the month at the full moon.  In the Christian 

church we also will start a purification of sorts on the 18th of the month—Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, that 40

-day (plus Sundays) period leading up to Easter.  We do this in remembrance of Jesus fasting in the desert and enduring 

the temptations and to reflect, repent, and renew ourselves in preparation for that glorious Day of the Resurrection.    

For us at Stone we will enter that season with annual congregational meeting on January 25 having voted in our new of-

ficers and the change in terms of call for our ordained pastor.  The deacons and session (including those elected) will 

have their annual meeting together on February 9 (starting with dinner, of course) where we‘ll discuss our plans for the 

year (and will be the first meeting that I will moderate as the CLP).  On February 15 we‘ll ordain and install the new eld-

ers and deacons and the Wednesday following we‘ll have our Pancake Dinner (as a late Shrove Tuesday celebration) 

followed by our Ash Wednesday service.   
 

So while for the ancient Romans February was the last month of the year, for us at Stone and as followers of Christ, it 

really is the beginning! 
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Answering the Call 

  
Your Neighbors Food Event- Sunday, January 18 
 

What fun we all had on Sunday, January 18!  

Following our Sunday worship service led by 

Scott Leonard, we joined together in the dining 

room for food, fellowship and a bit of labor. The 

theme of our worship experience had been 

―answering the call‖ and this event was a tre-

mendous example of our congregation working 

together to do just that. 

  

After an enjoyable lunch, many people worked 

together to prepare meals for Your Neighbors 

clients. Your Neighbors, an affiliate of the Lu-

theran Home of Central NY and, more recently, 

The Country Pantry, is comprised of community  

volunteers dedicated to serving the frail, elderly and those with limited independence in the greater Utica area. Their vol-

unteers offer companionship, medical and personal transportation, friendly assistance, healthy home-cooked meals and 

other services to enhance their clients lives. 

 

During the winter months, Your Neighbors experiences a sharp 

increase in the requests for supplemental frozen meals. Our meal 

event was an effort to help this need be met.  We created and 

packaged nutritious meals such as lasagna, meatloaf, turkey cas-

serole, chicken cacciatore, scalloped potatoes and ham and 

chicken stew. And to add a special touch, each meal was accom-

panied by a home-baked cookie or dessert.  All foods had been 

cooked with care by Stone Church members. 

 

Once assembled, the meals were transported by Your Neighbors 

volunteer Carole Grove to storage in the facility freezer prior to 

delivery to clients. Carole was delighted to report that we had 

provided 85 meals for those in need! Our support of this worth-

while organization and the help it provides to people in our com-

munities is an important expression of our answering the call to 

serve those in need. 

 

I want to extend my deep appreciation to all whose financial generosity made this possible. Additionally, I offer special 

thanks to all who provided appetizing and carefully prepared food and for the willing hands that made the assembly and 

packaging of so many meals possible. Thank you. Thank you. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

 

Note:  See more photos on page 7. 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church‘s Past 
 

Sam Foot—Sexton in the early years of Old Stone Church 

Born 1787—Died February 22, 1862 
 

Sam, presumed to be the nephew of Moses Foot our village founder, built a home at 24 College St. where he maintained 

a beautiful flower and old fashioned herbal garden.  Around town he was popularly known as ―Uncle Sam‖ and a handy 

man of sorts.  According to our church records, Sam was hired as Sexton and received a salary varying from $48- $70 a 

year paid quarterly. His duties as laid out by Othniel Williams, the clerk of Stone Church at the time, were: 1) ring the 

bell for all religious, musical, and society meetings and also for funerals in the families who subscribed 50 cents; 2) 

warm and light the church at his own expense 3) sweep and clean in good order the walks and steps. He also had the re-

sponsibility of keeping the children quiet during worship services and Hamilton College commencements. 

   

Early in my research I found a brittle handwritten biographical profile in our archives written by a former member 

(author unknown) giving a vivid description of ―Uncle Sam.‖ and I quote: 

―His voice was like modulated thunder and when he roared the very hills sent back the echo. Even his  

whisper was audible in remote places.‖ 

 

―Often on a Sabbath morning he would thrust a big bunch of fennel seed and other herbal seeds into  

my mother‘s hand of which we children partook in generous allowance….It tended to have a soporific  

(sleepy) effect on us keeping us quiet through the long morning sermon.‖ 

 

―Sam was at his best on (college) commencement day….preserving order among the crowd… His long  

white pole was often directed to the head of some offending party of boys or girls who were enjoying   

noisy talks selfishly ignoring the program…‖ 

 

When the Chenango Canal was completed in 1836 Sam was hired as lock tender for locks 17-21. If a boat headed south 

from Utica, lock 17 was near Stebbins Dr., lock 18 was by the old feed store which is now Brownie Awning and Tent 

Co., lock 19 was located behind what is now Kinney drugs, lock 20 was near what is now the Milkhouse Apartments and 

lock 21 was between Rt.12B and Dwight Ave. 500 ft. north from where the two streets merge. His lock tending covered 

a distance of approximately 2 miles. When the horn sounded to indicate a boat 

was approaching, Sam would take off on his horse to tend the lock. However, 

late one Saturday night some boys blew the horn scurrying behind the bank to 

watch the results of their trickery. Of course Sam responded to his official 

duty supposing that a boat had arrived. With no boat in sight Sam was irri-

tated to say the least and ―took a ‗John Gilpin ride‘ venting his indignation in 

a series of roars‖ according to the biographical profile previously referred to 

earlier. There must have been an echo from the hills that night. His job with 

the Chenango Canal was about four years. 

 

With the installation of a clock in Old Stone Church purchased from a firm in 

Cazenovia, Sam lost his favorite job of ringing that old time honored bell. He 

soon grew feeble and a replacement was in order but he was respected and 

revered as the Sexton at Old Stone Church in the mid 1800‘s. 

 

Midge Bakos 

 
Note:  Additional information can be found on the display cabinet in the 
sanctuary for the month of February. 
 

 

Lock 19 looking from the College 

Street bridge near The Tailor Shop,  

circa 1870.     
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Credos Revisited 
 

One of the ideas coming out of a meeting of the Membership, Communication and Outreach Committee was to revive 

our ―credos‖ that were started back in October 2007 and continued through the following year. ―Credo‖ is the Latin word 

for ―I Believe.‖  Perhaps a good way to start the year 2015 is to encourage members to update or revise their past 

―credos‖ and to invite others to submit their own statements of faith to be published in the newsletter. The ―Credo‖ can 

be any length but only needs to be a paragraph and statements of faith from those who have not done so in the past 

would be most welcome.  Please let the church office know or contact Ceil Gilbert or Midge Bakos if you would like to 

submit a credo. 

 

To do this you can draw on life experiences that have sustained you or struggles that may have shaped your life. Some 

questions that you might ask yourself are: How did you come by your faith? Were there mentors in your life along the 

way? How has God strengthened your faith? Were you brought up in a church environment? 

 

This month we present Ceil Gilbert‘s credo. 

 

 

 

 

This I Believe 
 

My grandparents, especially my grandmother, had a huge spiritual influence on my life as a 

child. They lived their faith by being kind, loving, gentle, patient, understanding and encourag-

ing. They attended church regularly, until they were physically unable to.  My mom followed 

through by making sure that my sisters and brother and I went to Sunday school regularly. 

 

There were many mentors in my life. Among them were a couple teachers I had in high school, 

our organist and choir director in the church where I grew up, a friend‘s mother who lived to be 

ninety-eight and never gave up her positive attitude toward life.  Another that comes to mind 

was my teacher in the one-room schoolhouse, which I attended for grades one through five.  

She managed that group of children with love, patience and fairness and was always even-tempered. 

 

There have been many rough patches in my life along the way. Without my faith in God, I could never have managed to 

survive without some kind of ill effects.  My church involvement is a very important part of my life. I consider the peo-

ple at Stone to definitely be my second family. I try to give back, as much as possible, but it will never compare to the 

benefits of the friendship and love I receive from the folks here at Stone .  God continues to strengthen my faith daily as I 

count my many, many blessings. 

 

As I said earlier, my mother made sure that we attended Sunday school growing up. I was baptized Lutheran, because 

that was my mother‘s church when I was born.  After we moved to Kirkland, we went to Sunday school at the Kirkland 

Presbyterian Church. We had a small children‘s choir, which sang each week.  Those times at that church instilled in me 

a basis for my faith and it has continued to grow ever since.  I‘ve been attending Stone church for around thirty-five 

years and will continue as long as I am able. I believe that God loves us all and hopes that we can each do our part to 

promote peace among all the inhabitants of the world. 

 

Ceil Gilbert 



Recipes wanted 
 

We are inviting you all to submit your 

favorite recipes (old family favorites or 

something new you have just tried and 

think it is incredible) for our monthly 

newsletter.  

 

Please send them to stonepres@  

verizon.net or P.O. Box 33, Clinton or 

drop them in the offering plate during a 

Sunday service.  

 

Here‘s hoping every-

one participates, so we 

can have lots of 

yummy recipes.  

 

See this month’s recipe on this page -  

submitted by Donna Robinson 

 

Recipe of the Month: 
 

Church Pot Luck Beans 
 

1 lb. ground beef, cooked 

1 chopped onion 

1 chopped pepper, any color 

3 cans of pork and beans 

1/2 jar salsa, mild or hot 

1 Tbsp. mustard, sweet or regular 

1 Tbsp. A-1 sauce 

 

Place all ingredients in a 13‖ x9‖ baking pan.  Bake at 350° for 1/2 hour. 

 

Donna Robinson  

(Sherry‘s mother) 
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Session Notes 

 
 A motion was made, seconded, and passed to elect Peter Massi as Treasurer. 

 A sentence will be added to Sunday bulletins to remind people that the prelude should be a quiet time when we re pre-

paring our minds and hearts for worship. 

 The balance sheet was reviewed.  The Treasurer‘s report was received. 

 Gene Lawson and Ceil Gilbert will be the auditors again this year. 

 Sherry Robinson is the new clerk of session. 

 The Membership, Communication, and Outreach Team is made up of Sherry Robinson, Ceil Gilbert, and Emily 

Hughes. 

 The parish list needs updating. 

 Mary Ann Stiefvater will continue to chair the Mission, Stewardship, and Support Team. 

 There will be a luncheon on January 18 following which meals will be assembled for Your Neighbors. 

 The annual Chocolate Lovers Sale will be held on Saturday, February 14.  All proceeds will go to Hope House. 

 A motion was made, seconded, and passed to authorize the Fair Trade Shoppe to spend their money on infrastructure. 

 Shelly Coe has agreed to be the bookkeeper for the Fair Trade Shoppe account. 

 Donna Goodfriend will continue to chair the Worship, Education, and Program Team with Elizabeth Smith and Laura-

lyn Kolb members. 

 Volunteers are needed to serve communion. 

 The Elders and Deacons will hold their annual joint dinner meeting on February 9 with moderator Scott Leonard. 

 New officers—Elder Peter Massi, Deacons EmilyYoung and Mary Chamberlain—will be installed on February 15. 

 John Menard and John Stiefvater will continue to co-chair the Property Committee. 

 On December 17, 20`14 the manse was sold to the current tenants. 

 Shelly Coe will chair the Budget and Finance Committee.  Chris Menard and Peter Massi will be on the team. 

 Pat Joseph attended the November 18 Presbytery meeting at Vanderkamp Center in Cleveland, NY.  She will attend 

the next scheduled meeting on January 27 at the Presbyterian Home. 

 A pancake supper followed by worship is scheduled for Ash Wednesday at 6 p.m. 
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Country Pantry 
 

The clients of the Country Pantry are 

very grateful for all of your donations. 

Tuna and peanut butter are basic pro-

tein items so they are always wel-

comed.  

 

For the month of February we will be 

collecting all types of canned fruit. 

Please place them on the table in the 

sanctuary as a visual reminder of their 

need. 

 

Questions?   Contact Judy 

LaGasse.  

 

 

More pics from Your Neighbors food event 

Wanted: Your Per Capita!   
 

Please note that per capita payments 

for 2015 are now being readily ac-

cepted!!!  Our per capita charge this 

year is $37 per member.  The church 

is assessed this amount for each mem-

ber on the membership roll. The per 

capita is the cost of our representative 

democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 

operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General As-

sembly.  

 

Please consider sending your per capita either directly 

to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) 

or enclosing it in your pledge envelope.   

 

Thank you in advance for your help. 

See article and more 

photos on page 3. 
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Chocolate Lovers Sale –February 14 
 

Valentine‘s Day, popularly associated with love, is an appropriate time for us to demonstrate 

God‘s love for ALL people, especially those who are the neediest. 

 

Please plan to support our annual chocolate lovers‘ sale which will be held on Saturday, February 

14 from 10 AM until 2 PM in the church narthex. Home-made sweet and savory chocolate treats 

plus items from the Fair Trade Gift Shoppe will be offered. All proceeds from this sale will be used 

to support Hope House.  

 

The Hope House‘s mission is to offer homeless or needy individuals in Utica and its environs, a daytime opportunity for 

shelter, a hot nutritious meal, and a referral to any needed human service, if desired.   Quoting from an article written by 

Tom Labayewski,  Executive Director,‖ The Bible story of the miracle of the feeding of fishes and loaves of bread, per-

fectly symbolizes what happens at Hope House‖. The guests include individuals who are elderly and have no family, 

young families with children, those who are dealing with addictions, and those whose challenges are sometimes uniden-

tifiable.  Many guests that frequent Hope House claim that a friendly face serving them a delicious meal creates the only 

pleasant moment in their day. Hope House cannot solve all the problems their guests face, but with our help, we can en-

sure that their guests have a safe place to rest during the day and a hot meal served with a smile. 

 

Please plan to offer your support through cooking or financial contribution. As importantly, encourage your family, 

friends and neighbors to come to the sale and purchase something yummy. It is a rare person who doesn‘t appreciate 

something sweet and chocolate-y.  

 

Questions??? Please see Ceil Gilbert or Donna Goodfriend. 

Thanks! 
 

Dear Rev. Dewey, 

 

On behalf of the Country Pantry I am pleased 

to thank you and your congregation for your 

generous donation of $287 collected on the 

Second Sunday of Advent.  This money will 

help us give our clients some healthy meals 

during these cold months.  This gift is a true  

expression of helping and caring for others. 

 

The Country Pantry is now serving over 250 

families so we are very appreciative of dona-

tions from members of the community. We are 

very grateful that you chose the Country Pantry 

as a charity you wish to support. 

 

God bless and thank you very much. 

 

Carole Ann Byrne 

 Asst. Treasurer 

And more thanks! 
 

Dear Stone Church. 
 

I would like to thank you for your recent gift to Hope House.  

Your gift of $285...will go a long way helping to provide, for 

all who come to Hope House, a hot meal and a warm safe place 

off the streets. 
 

Your support allows us to meet our operating expenses so we 

can continue to provide quality services at Hope House.  You 

can be confident that your contribution will be used efficiently 

and effectively. 
 

Hope is a powerful word to someone who is in despair.  While 

we cannot solve all the problems of our guests, Hope House is 

here serving hot meals in a warm, safe environment with a 

smile.  We help with referrals to other services; we listen when 

people need to talk; we provide a hug when there are no words 

to be said.  We cheer our guests‘ successes and we pray for 

them when they have a setback because in the end, what hap-

pens at Hope House is about people. 
 

Thanks to people like you and your financial support we can be 

there for those of our neighbors who are in the greatest need. 
 

Tom Labayewski, Executive Director 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!   

 

As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 

of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.   

 

Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House‘s Wish List  
 

This month‘s wish list includes the following:  deodor-

ant, coffee, small toothpaste, sugar, razors, prayers. 

 

Please leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  

Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

 

Deacons‘ Corner 
 

BLESSINGS 

―When I‘m Worried& Can‘t Sleep 

I Count My Blessings instead of sheep 

I fall asleep counting My Blessings‖ 

                         By Irving Berlin 

    

When the radio woke me up this morning…the DJ said the theme for this morning was going to be Blessings. So, I im-

mediately thought of the above two songs……both called ―Count Your Blessings‖.  What great timing for my life.  The 

past few weeks I have heard bad news regarding several of my close friends. At times like this we tend to put our Bless-

ings on the back table.  We wonder why God causes these tears and pain. Then the DJ played a song called Blessings by 

Laura Story. Some of the words were ―What if your Blessings came through raindrops, what if your healing comes 

through tears?‖  Wow, very powerful!!!!  We pray all the time for what we want and need. God always answers our 

prayers but not always the way we think they should be answered.  This song had a beautiful message that God provides 

for us always. We just need to listen and look for the silver lining in everything.  God is always there for us. 

I am writing this article on a Sunday after Church. It was the Sunday we stayed after Church for a luncheon and to put 

together meals for ―Our Neighbors,‖ a group of volunteers dedicated to serving the frail, the elderly and those with lim-

ited independence in the greater Utica area.  Our Church members…..what a Blessing they all are!!!  So tonight, when 

you can‘t sleep…..start counting all the Blessings we at Stone Church have…..A new Lay pastor, wonderful liturgists, 

storytellers, exceptional music, dedicated Elders and Deacons, Women‘s Association etc. etc.  I can‘t believe the amount  

of time and energy that so many members and friends put into making our Church so special. 

But, if you ever run out of Blessings to count……sit back….breathe in…breathe out….and remember the best Blessing 

of all……LIFE!!!!!! 

 

Love and Peace,                                                                                                                                                   

 

Gil Adams, Jim Gavett, Emily Hughes, Gary LaGasse, Judy Lagasse,  

Bev Miller, Hal Rance, Linda Rance, Brooke Villiere 

Don‘t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

When upon Life‘s billows you are tempest-tossed, 

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your Blessings, name them one by one, 

And, it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.‖ 

By Johnson Oatman, Jr. 



Remember in Prayer  
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

Please note that we will remove names after six weeks 

if we haven’t received an update or request to keep 

them on. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Eleanor Palmer 

- Jim Royce 

- Catalin 

- Lora Schilder and family 

- Mildred Schell 

- Wendy Kiger 

- Barbara 

- Lauralyn Kolb‘s mother and family  

- Spencer (Donna Goodfriend‘s nephew) 

- Nita (Rob Kolb‘s sister) 

- Pavlot family 

- Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

- Family of Chris Klossner 

- Alice 

- Carol Goodfriend (Pete‘s mother) 

- Rebecca, Kelly, and their families 

- Wilma Lawson 

- Pam & John Duncan (David‘s parents) 

- Helen Franz 

- Linda Villiere (Brooke‘s mother) 

- Heather Bagnall, her father Bill & mother Sheila 

- Grace Whittemore 

- Cheryl Porter (Bill Porter‘s daughter) 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta & Boleslaw (Ewa‘s parents) 

- Jan Johnson 

- Matt 

- Gary LaGasse 

- Christine O‘Connor 

- The homeless 

February Birthdays 
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1 - John Gilbert 

9 - Desiree Padgett 

10 - David Goodfriend 

  Elizabeth Menard 

12 - Michele McDonough 

13 - James Monohan 

  Gayle Copfer 

17 - Celeste Clawson 

18 - Jill Pavlot 

20 - Doris Locke 

 

When can I use the labyrinth? 
 

The labyrinth is 

available in the 

Stone Church 

sanctuary for those 

who would like to 

use it for prayer 

and meditation. 

 

The church is open Monday through Friday 8:45 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. In addition, the church is open Thursdays 

while the Fair Trade Shoppe is open until 6:30 p.m. 

Birthday Celebration 
 

It‘s time for a party….and a very special one!!!  This 

year Doris Locke will be celebrating her 90th Birth-

day…….and she would like you all to celebrate with 

her!!!  So, mark your calendars for Saturday, February 

21st.  It will be held at Ziyara Shriners Park, 8209 Hal-

sey Road, Whitesboro, NY.  It will be an open house 

from 1:00PM – 4:00PM.  She would love to have all 

her Church family there.We know you will all want to 

help her celebrate this milestone.   See you all there!!!! 

21 - Curt Whittemore 

  Jesse Dewey 

22 - Amanda Andrews 

  Jim Gavett 

24 - Craig Lalonde 

27 - Eugene Lawson 

Happy Birthday, Gene! 
Wow!  Gene Lawson will be 94 on February 27.  It‘s-

good to see him every Sunday.  He keeps busy helping 

Ceil Gilbert with Stone Church‘s auditing.  Best wishes 

from all! 
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Scout News 
 

On Thursday January 8, 2015 the Revolutionary Trails Council of the Boy Scouts of American had its annual Eagle 

Scout recognition dinner (of whom Scott Leonard was planning committee chair).  It was held in the evening at Hart‘s 

Hill Inn to recognize those scouts who earned the Eagle rank in 2014.  Of those who enter scouting only about 2% 

achieve that rank.  One of the three 2014 Eagle scouts from Troop 9 was able to attend, Adam Blanks.  You may recall 

his project was renovating the former scout area downstairs into a useable room, which the Fair Trade Shoppe took 

over.  Adam gave the invocation at the dinner and the keynote speaker was—Colonel David Blanks from the Air Force 

Research Laboratory (AFRL) in Rome—Adam‘s father! About 185 people attended. 

 

Though the three Troop 9 scouts had earned their Eagle ranks, they had not yet been formally awarded their ranks due to 

time and schedule commitments.  The was rectified with the Troop 9 Final Eagle Court of Honor on Saturday, January 

17, 2015.  It was a bittersweet day for Boy Scout Troop 9.  Bittersweet in that three young men were recognized for hav-

ing reached Boy Scout's highest rank, Eagle Scout, while also being the last scouts in Troop 9.  Adam Blanks, Graham 

Callaghan and Brian Oehlsen were all recognized in a traditional Eagle Court of Honor conducted in the Norton Room of 

the Stone Presbyterian Church and were awarded their Eagle ranks. 

 

The ceremony was filled with recollections and appreciations.  With many ties and fond memories of Scouting spon-

sored by Stone Presbyterian, the ceremony included Mr. Bill Rudge, Mr. Jerry Getter, Mr. Scott Leonard, Mr. Andy 

Beach, Mr. Glen Gardeski, Ms.Gerry Gogel, Mr. John Callaghan and numerous former scouts.  Each young man spoke 

to their Eagle journey and their Eagle project in particular.  Mr. Leonard gave the boys their Eagle Charge reminding 

them of the special responsibilities they hold and the need to continue nurturing all that scouts has taught them.  The 

ceremony concluded with the young men honoring their parents, their mentors and their Eagle project sponsors. 

 

Troop 9 (and its previous incarnations) has been incredibly blessed to have been sponsored by Stone Presbyterian 

Church.  Through the 60 years of the troop hundreds of young men have been exposed to the values and fun of scout-

ing.  While the last three Eagles from Troop 9 go forth with the next chapter in their journey, the legacy that is Troop 9 

will persist.  Thank you, Stone Presbyterian Church. 

 

Adam Blanks, Eagle Scout 

February Happenings at Stone 
  

 2-1 10:30 a.m. Worship in Norton Room 

 2-3 7p.m. WEP meeting 

 2-5 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

2-8 10:30 a.m. Worship  

2-9 6 p.m. Session/Deacons dinner meeting 

2-12 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

2-14 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Chocolate Lovers Sale 

2-14 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lay Academy 

2-14 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe 

2-15 10:30 a.m. Worship  

2-17  Newsletter deadline 

2-18 6 p.m. Pancake Supper 

2-18  Ash Wednesday service 

2-19 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

2-22 10:30 a.m. Worship  

  2-23 3 p.m.    Hope House 

  2-26 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe 
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Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

 Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
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Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the  

March issue of the newsletter 

is Tuesday, February 17. 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 

at 853-2951 with questions or 

comments.   

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Chris-

teler, Ceil Gilbert, and Bev Miller 

who have collated, folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The  

Corner Stone just for you!     

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 




