
Michelangelo’s  “Jeremiah” 

An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
                                        Stone Presbyterian Church 
                             A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

September 22, 2013 ~ The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
  

WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd  
 

PRELUDE              There Is a Balm in Gilead                Charles Callahan 
 

CHORAL INTROIT & POURING OF BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Let us worship God! 

 

+HYMN #512 (1, 2, 4, 5)    Living Word of God Eternal     to REGENT SQUARE 
          (+Those who are able may stand.)   
 

WELCOME, JOYS, CONCERNS AND INVITATIONS OF THE CHURCH 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN – (first in silence, then together) 
 

God of truth and God of grace, 
we confess that too often we are nondescript Christians, 
rarely very wicked and seldom very loving. 
We drift along in the stream of our culture, 
absorbing its values, diluting our faith, 
and accepting a general indifference and common selfishness. 
We participate in the popular fashions and delusions, 
following Christ rather timidly, as if from afar. 
For our tacit participation in the injustices of society,  
we seek your forgiveness and mercy. 
For our many private faults and static faith we beg your forgiveness 
and we ask the grace to return to you and be made whole, 
for the sake of our very lives  
and for the sake of the world you love so much; 
through Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

THE PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

+A DOXOLOGY #578       Glory Be to the Father             OLD SCOTTISH CHANT 
 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
      

   
                                                             

  WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  
 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
                                                                                                            
LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE 
 

     
 
 Jeremiah 8:18–9:1    
         There is no balm in Gilead  
             to soothe the prophet’s grief 
 

   Psalter - Psalm 4 
       a confident plea for deliverance 

                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                       Helen L. Wright 

 
 
                         
 
 
 

© 1986 The Westminster Press. Used by permission. 

 
ANTHEM                          There Is a Balm in Gilead              

                                                        William L. Dawson 
 
    1 Timothy 2:1-7  God wants everyone to be made whole. 
                                                      TOLD BY ELIZABETH SMITH 
   Luke 16:1-9  A clever steward develops a clever strategy. 
                                                   TOLD BY SCOTT LEONARD 
 
SERMON                        The Virtue of Being Shrewd  

 
 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  



  
+AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  (together)     
 

New life in Christ takes shape in his community of faith, the church, 
   in which we know that God loves and accepts us in spite of who we are.  
Therefore we can accept ourselves and love others, 
   knowing that we have no other ground  
 on which to stand than the grace of God.  
This new life does not release us from conflict  
   with unbelief, pride, lust and fear.  
We still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems.  
Nevertheless, as we mature in love and faithfulness  
   in our life with Christ, we live in freedom and good cheer,  
   bearing witness on good days and evil days,  
   confident that our new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 

(from "The Confession of 1967," Presbyterian Church USA) 
 
+HYMN #2218 (Sing the Faith)      You Are Mine                                   YOU ARE MINE 
 
OUR PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER     (Traditional)         p. 16, Hymnal  
                                                         “debts” & “debtors” 
 
OFFERTORY                   Meditation on “Kum Ba Ya”                Charles Callahan 
   
+A  DOXOLOGY #592          The Old Hundredth 
 
+PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    
                               
         The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
         Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

      
WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  LLiivvee  aanndd  SSeerrvvee  iinn  tthhee  NNaammee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  

 
+HYMN #538      Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing        SICILIAN MARINERS 
 
+CHARGE, BENEDICTION & CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
+POSTLUDE          

 

  STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
            September 22, 2013 ~ 18th Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
A WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 

         

 Stone Presbyterian Church         Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 Phone 315-853-2933 Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                             Cros Harvey, Sexton 
 www.stonepres.org All the People, Ministers 

 
T H E    C A L E N D A R    T H I S    W E E K 

 



Monday:    3:00 p.m.  Hope House 
     7:00 p.m.  Storytellers 
Tuesday:    5:00 p.m.  Presbytery meeting – Lowville  
Thursday:   10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.  Fair Trade Shoppe at Farmers Market 

     10:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m.   Fair Trade Shoppe at Stone 
Next Sunday:  9:00 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
    10:30 a.m.  Worship 
 

STORYTELLERS:  Elizabeth Smith, Scott Leonard 
 

LITURGIST: Lora Schilder 
 

GREETER & HOST: Jim Gavett 
 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: You are invited to visit our 
Fair Trade Shoppe located in the Norton Room, to see 
our wonderful selection of Fair Trade teas, coffees, 
chocolates, soups, and clothes which are all for sale.  
Gift certificates are now available!  Our shop is open 
the second Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in addition to our regular Thursday hours of 10 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  And … find us at the Farmers Market 
on the Village Green every Thursday! 
 

“NEARLY NEW” SALE AT THE LUTHERAN HOME:  The sale will be held in the 
Nolte auditorium of the Lutheran Home from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Friday, September 
27 and Saturday, September 28.  Questions?  Call Terry Houtz Neil, 368-4151. 

 

11
TH

 ANNUAL PARKINSON AWARENESS WALK:  Saturday, September 28, 10 a.m. 
at the Presbyterian Homes & Services Campus.  Pre-registration is Friday, September 27 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the PK Miller Room at the Presbyterian Home. 

 

HEART TO HEART IN PRAYER:  When we are experiencing stress or upheaval in life 
it can be challenging.  Our faith may be as strong as steel or as fragile as a seedling. 
Whatever amount of faith we have is enough.  Jesus taught us if we have faith, even as 
much as the mustard seed, we can move mountains. Are you or someone you know in need 
of prayers? If so there are several ways to request a prayer - click on the “request a prayer” 
link on the church website homepage at www.stonepres.org, call the church office at 853-
2933, contact Sherry Robinson, or speak with the Pastor. 

 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica. Please make use of the pew 
cards to indicate any prayer concerns, pastoral needs or suggestions for improvement. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list, please visit 
www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NAME TAGS: If yours is missing or your name is wrong, please let an usher know, and we  
will supply you with a temporary tag until a replacement is made. If you’re visiting, an usher  
will be glad to make you a name tag. 
 

A REST ROOM (wheelchair accessible) is located off the narthex to your left as you enter  
the church.  More restrooms may be found downstairs in the hall that parallels Williams Street. 
 
THE NURSERY is located off the narthex to your right as you enter the church.   
A diaper-changing table is there for your convenience. 
 

Members/Friends of the Week:  
    George Weaver, Rose White 
First Presbyterian Church, Springfield 
Sarah Ziegler 
Joseph Pavlot 
Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
Susan Conner (Paul Dunn’s sister) 
Jack Price 
Whittemore family 
Frank Milana & family 
Cyndi Syracuse (Hal Rance’s daughter)) 
Mary Ann Stiefvater & family 
Jim Hart (Sue Dewey’s father) 
Mildred Schell 
Barbara 
Syria 
Bill Gavett (Jim’s father)  
  

Eleanor Palmer 
Jim Royce 
Lauralyn Kolb’s mother & family 
Family of Pat Coe (Ken’s mother)  
Kogut family 
Pavlot family 
Isabelle (Donna Goodfriend’s  

great niece) 
Larry & Gail Losch  
Roger Locke (Doris’ son) 
Paul Macri (Lora Schilder’s brother) 
Catalin 
Patty Jenkins  
    deploying to Afghanistan 
Menard family 
Navy Yard shooting victims’ families 
Wendy Kiger 



BIBLE STUDY IN WORSHIP: Once a month for the coming year our order of worship will 
be modified to accommodate a closer look 
at one of the scriptures for the day, the 
presentation of some background material 
on that text and an opportunity for some 
discussion and question/answer. The first 
of these opportunities will happen on 
Sunday, September 29 as we examine the 
uniquely Lucan text of the Parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). 
We will ask some fundamental questions 
about wealth, poverty and the biblical 
perspective on our responsibility as 
Christians. 

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:   The Country Pantry thanks everyone who donated to the kid paks 
program over the summer. This was extra treats to cover the loss of the school meals during 
summer break.  The Pantry also was able to help the flood victims in the Clinton-
Westmoreland area. For September they would like:  rice, mashed potatoes, mac and 
cheese, cereal, crackers, spaghetti, and canned pasta.  In October canned vegetables, tomato 
soup and vegetable soup are needed.  Of course they will never refuse any food item. If you 
know of anyone in need, please call Judy LaGasse at 725-2217. 
 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  Cereal, coffee, sugar, deodorant, band-aids, and prayers.  
Please leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  Contact Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
 
HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE needs volunteers to work with patients and families, 
participate in bereavement support activities, help in the Siegenthaler Center, and assist in 
the office.  Training will be held Wednesdays, October 9 to November 6, from 6:15-9:15 
p.m. Contact Kate Doran, 735-6487 or visit hospicecareinc.org. 
 
VANDERKAMP CENTER’S 7

TH
 ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL & SILENT 

AUCTION:  Friday, November 22, 6:30-9 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Route 
92, Fayetteville, NY.  This fundraiser support program needs and camperships for Summer 
Camp 2014.  Tickets: $15/person.  Donate or purchase tickets by calling Bev Carrigan, 476-
8800, Becki Harris, 696-6566, or Vanderkamp, 675-3651. 
 
RUMMAGE SALE:  The New Hartford Presbyterian Church will have a rummage sale on 
Thursday, October 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The bag sale will begin at 1:30. 

 


