
 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

 December 15, 2013 – The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

 

We Gather to Worship the One Who Is Coming 
 

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING VIDEO – The Assistance Program 
 

PRELUDE                     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus               June Nixon 
 

INTROIT & POURING BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 

 Let us worship God.  
 

+HYMN                    Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending             ODE TO JOY 
     +Those who are able may stand.                                                 Please see announcements insert. 
 

WELCOME, JOYS, CONCERNS & INVITATIONS 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 
Holy God,  
you have sent to us the one true Messiah, 
whose ways are grace and truth.  
Be persistent in your mercy toward us.  
We are slow to learn and hard of heart,  
satisfied with superficial pleasures,  
and treasuring counterfeit values. 
We are easily led astray by the pretenders of our age 
who offer the quick fix instead of the way of the cross, 
a message tailored to what is popular, rather than true. 
Turn us from the wrong that we habitually choose. 
Help us turn toward you, receive the truth,  
and know the mercy, peace and deep joy of your healing grace.  
In the name of Christ Jesus our Redeemer we pray. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   

 
 

 

+A DOXOLOGY                                                                        (to the tune GLORIA) 

Joyfully to God we sing, to the Son let praises ring, 
To the Holy Spirit raise this our song of grateful praise: 
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 

 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     
 

LIGHTING THE 3rd ADVENT CANDLE – JOY 
We bring forward our gifts for the Christmas Joy Offering. 

           
                                  We Listen for the Word of God 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

 LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE 
 

        Isaiah 35:1-10 – a vision of the return to Zion 
 

       Psalter Anthem                          Magnificat                                       Dennis Dewey  
                                               (Please see announcements insert.) 
 

            James 5:7-10 – Be patient as you await the coming of the Lord. 
TOLD BY DAVID BLANKS 

 

ANTHEM                                 In Joy We Wait, Emmanuel         Douglas E. Wagner 
 

  Matthew 11:2-11 – John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the coming one. 
                                                                TOLD BY SCOTT LEONARD 

 

SERMON          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Our Joy          
 

We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving 
 

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                           (based on John 1) 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the  
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him nothing was made. What was made in him 
was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not been able to overcome it. The true light 
that enlightens everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own home, and his own people did not receive him. But to those 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us. We have 
seen his glory, glory as from the only Son of the Father. 
 

                                                                                                                                      



 
+HYMN #9                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                         to SOLID ROCK 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LORD’S PRAYER & CHORAL RESPONSE 
                                                           “debts/debtors”                   (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)                           

 
OFFERTORY             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                John Marsh            
   
+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                 (to the tune GLORIA) 

Joyfully to God we sing, to the Son let praises ring, 
To the Holy Spirit raise this our song of grateful praise: 
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 
 

                                       
+PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

We Go Out in the Joy of Emmanuel 
 

 
+HYMN #15                       Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers                   to LANCASHIRE       
 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
 
+CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
+POSTLUDE        
 
 
 
 

    
 

    
 STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

      December 15, 2013 ~ The 3rd Sunday of Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
   engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
   as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
    A WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 

          
  Stone Presbyterian Church         Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

  8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
  Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
  Phone 315-853-2933 Peggy Weldon, Office Administrator 
  stonepres@verizon.net                                             Cros Harvey, Sexton 
  www.stonepres.org All the People, Ministers 

T H E    C A L E N D A R    T H I S    W E E K 
 



Today:   11:30 a.m.    Ken Coe plays and sings    

        2:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Deweys’ Open House    

Monday:    7:00 p.m.  Storytellers 

Thursday:   10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 

Saturday:    10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Fair Trade Shoppe 
     

LITURGIST: Sherry Robinson                 GREETER & HOST: Bev Miller 

STORYTELLERS: David Blanks & Scott Leonard 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  Thursday, December 19 is the deadline for submitting 

articles for the January issue of The Corner Stone. 
 

In loving memory of his mother (for whom he used to play and sing at Christmas time), 

KEN COE will offer a mini-concert following worship today, singing songs and 

accompanying himself on guitar.  Everyone is welcome to join in or sit and listen.  
 

TODAY is the third Sunday of Advent, "Joy Sunday," in Latin, gaudete. We will light the 

pink candle of the Advent wreath in observance.  
 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: You are invited to visit our Fair Trade Shoppe located in the 

Norton Room, to see our wonderful selection of Fair Trade teas, coffees, chocolates, soups, 

and clothes which are all for sale.  Gift certificates are now available!  Our shop is open the 

every Saturday until Christmas from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in addition to our regular Thursday 

hours of 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

NAME TAGS: If yours is missing or your name is wrong, please let an usher know, and we  

will supply you with a temporary tag until a replacement is made. If you’re visiting, an usher  

will be glad to make you a name tag. 

 
A REST ROOM (wheelchair accessible) is located off the narthex to your left as you enter  

the church.  More restrooms may be found downstairs in the hall that parallels Williams Street. 

 

THE NURSERY is located off the narthex to your right as you enter the church.   

A diaper-changing table is there for your convenience. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP LOOKS AHEAD TO JANUARY: The Five Bucks Bible Brunch 

Bunch will not meet in December. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 

January 18 at Tiffany’s. 

 

WELCOME to the worship of God at Stone Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) in the Presbytery of Utica. Please make use of the pew cards 

to indicate any prayer concerns, pastoral needs or suggestions for improvement. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to add someone to our prayer list, please visit 

www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request” or call the church office at 853-2933. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HEART TO HEART IN PRAYER:  When we are experiencing stress or upheaval in life 

it can be challenging.  Our faith may be as strong as steel or as fragile as a seedling. 

Whatever amount of faith we have is enough.  Jesus taught us if we have faith, even as 

much as the mustard seed, we can move mountains. Are you or someone you know in need 

of prayers? If so there are several ways to request a prayer - click on the “request a prayer” 

link on the church website homepage at www.stonepres.org, call the church office at 853-

2933, contact Sherry Robinson, or speak with the Pastor. 

 

Please sign the CARDS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND FRIENDS on the table in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

 

 

Members/Friends of the Week:  

    Mollie Arnal & family  

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Utica 

Joseph Pavlot 

Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

Jack Price 

Whittemore family 

Cyndi Syracuse (Hal Rance’s daughter) 

Mary Ann Stiefvater & family 

Jim Hart (Sue Dewey’s father) 

Mildred Schell 

Barbara 

Jim Gavett and family  

Family of Diana O’Meara  
Homeless 

Syrian children 

People of the Philippines 

  

Eleanor Palmer 

Jim Royce 

Lauralyn Kolb’s mother & family 

Kogut family 

Pavlot family 

Spencer (Donna Goodfriend’s nephew) 

Larry & Gail Losch  

Roger Locke (Doris’ son) 

Paul Macri (Lora Schilder’s brother) 

Catalin 

Patty Jenkins deploying to Afghanistan 

Menard family 

Wendy Kiger 

Gil Palmer 

Kevin Chesnut 
Carolyn Barnum 

Dibble family 



  

DDeennnniiss  aanndd  SSuussaann  DDeewweeyy  
ccoorrddiiaallllyy  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  

ttoo  aann  iinnffoorrmmaall  ooppeenn  hhoouussee  
aatt  tthheeiirr  hhoommee  aatt  

110077  RRiiddggee  RRooaadd  iinn  UUttiiccaa  
bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  hhoouurrss    

ooff  ttwwoo  aanndd  ffiivvee  pp..mm..  ttooddaayy..  
next Sunday, December 15 . 

HOPE HOUSE WISH 

LIST:  hot chocolate, 

coffee, tea, sugar, 

deodorant, and prayers.   

Please leave items in the 

Norton Room.  Questions?  

Contact Ceil Gilbert, 853-

8289. 
 

COUNTRY PANTRY:   

Now they are in need of 

yellow canned beans, chick 

peas, cooking oil, 

applesauce, snack bars and fruit cups.  If you know of anyone in need, please call Judy 

LaGasse at 725-2217. 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending 
ODE TO JOY 

Charles Wesley, 1758 ~ Adapted, Dennis Dewey 2008 
 

 
1. Jesus comes with clouds descending, Lamb of God for sinners slain! 
Thousands of the saints attending join to sing this glad refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! to the— Lord who comes again! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign! 
 
2. Yes! Amen! Let all adore you, seated on your gracious throne; 
Crowns and rulers bow before you, worship you as Lord alone. 
Alleluia! Come, Lord Jesus, let your— grace and pow’r be shown! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come to help us; come to heal and save your own! 
 
3. We who saw you crucified and lifted up upon the tree  
Now with our own eyes behold you, robed in awesome majesty, 
There upon the clouds of— heaven we our— true Messiah see, 
Bringing justice, peace and mercy, joy in setting captives free! 
 

A Paraphrase of Mary’s Song by Dennis Dewey 

 
In place of a psalm in the “Psalter” today, the lectionary lists a “canticle,” or biblical song; it is 

the song that Mary sings in the house of her cousin Elizabeth to celebrate God’s having chosen 

her as the mother of the Savior of the world. The song’s title comes from the first word of the 

Latin translation: “Magnificat anima mei Dominum” (“My soul magnifies the Lord”). My 

paraphrase modifies the biblical text, which refers to God in the third person.  
 

I recast it in the form of direct address and sought to express in the music the paradox of the 

‘solemn joy’ that the text suggests, ending with a burst of praise in the form of a Trinitarian 

doxology, a tradition in settings of the Magnificat. 
 

I composed this anthem in 1981, the year in which our first child, Jane, was born. It was 

originally sung by the choir of the Tribes Hill Presbyterian Church in Tribes Hill, my first 

pastorate. It has since been performed by the Network of Biblical Storytellers at their 2005 

Festival Gathering in Houston and by the Oneida Community Chorale. I am most grateful to 

Rob and the choir for breathing life into it once again in celebration of the “Joy Sunday.” 

 

Magnificat 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices, rejoices in you, my Savior;  

for you have regarded the lowly estate of your humble servant. 
 

And behold henceforth all generations will call me blessed, 

for you, Almighty, have done great things for me, 

and holy is your name for your mercy is on those who fear you  

from generation to generation. 
 

You have shown strength with your arm;  

you have scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
 

You have put down the might from their thrones  

and exalted those of low degree. 

You have filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich you have sent empty away. 
 

You have helped your servant Israel in remembrance of your mercy 

as you spoke to our forebears, to Abraham and to Sarah’s children forever. 
 

Glory to the Creator, Christ and Comforter, 

as it was in the beginning now and evermore shall be! 

 


