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 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
            engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Worship at Stone in January: 
 

Something Different for This Month! 
 
January will find us worshiping in the intimacy of the Norton Room. The first Sunday  
of the month is Epiphany, the 12th day of Christmas—the original date of the celebration 
of Christ’s birth and now the traditional date associated with the coming of the Wise Men 
from the East. Worshiping together in the Norton Room will allow us a more informal  
style of worship. On that Epiphany Sunday we will reflect on the Year of Our Lord 2012  
and give thanks for our life together as a church and for the ministry that we undertook  
in the year now past. We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and talk about how we see  
God’s future unfolding for us over the next few years. 
 

The remaining three Sundays of the month (January 13, 20, 27) will feature a serial viewing and discussion of the  
episode of the Discovery Channel video, Who Was Jesus? This series brings together experts in archeology, biblical 
studies and history, who examine the evidence of Jesus’ life and death from several sources and perspectives. The first 
episode explores the childhood of Jesus and what it was like to be born into the tyranny of the Roman Empire in first 
Century Palestine. The first one-hour episode is an extraordinary journey of discovery through the “Age of Jesus” that 
shows us what life was like for him growing up as a Jew in occupied Galilee. We’ll watch this episode in 20-minute seg-
ments over the final three Sundays in January, taking time each week to talk about what we have discovered and what 
that means for us as Christians. 
 

The study continues after worship on the First Sunday in February over lunch as we watch the second episode, “The 
Mission.” This episode portrays Jesus as a young man with a determination to change the world of starvation and oppres-
sion he grew up in. In AD 30, Galilee was a land under occupation by the Roman Empire. Many charismatic Jewish 
leaders preached rebellion and resistance. Jesus preached a message of peace, and that message was not unique to him. 
Nor was he the only miracle maker in his time. The experts walk us through his footsteps to discover the real world of 
Jesus from his life-changing meeting with John the Baptist through his ministry on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, to his 
fateful entry into Jerusalem.  
 

After worship on the first Sunday of March we’ll again join for lunch to view and discuss the episode on “The Passion” 
and learn how many of the details of this story were recorded hundreds of years after Jesus’ death. We’ll understand 
among other things that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey was not just a celebration, but a powerful political chal-
lenge that started a chain of defiant events that would see Jesus crucified. In the process we may have our understandings 
of some of the key characters of this story challenged, affording us a rethinking of “the greatest story ever told.” 
 

Worship in this month will be simplified: no bulletin, no power point, no liturgy—just a couple hymns, the scriptures, 
prayers, the videos and discussion—all in the warm and intimate setting of the Norton Room.  Here are the texts for the 
month: 

 
January 6, 2012 - Epiphany Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise, shine; your light has come. 
Matthew 2:1-12 – the coming of the Wise Men  
  
January 13, 2012 - Baptism of the Lord 
Acts 8:14-17 – Samaria receives the Spirit. 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 – John baptizes Jesus. 
  
Please do join us for this different kind of Sunday morning gathering, a blessing for the start of the Year of Our Lord 
2013!  

                          Deepeace,                                                                                           
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January 20, 2012 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 – varieties of gifts, but one Spirit 
John 2:1-11 – the wedding at Cana 
 
January 27, 2012 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 – Ezra reads the scriptures aloud. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a – The church is the body of Christ. 
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Highlights of the December 10, 2012 Session Meeting 
 
♦ Boy Scout Troop 9 representatives gave a brief overview from the annual report previously submitted. 
♦ Part 1 of Naked Spirituality was discussed. 
♦ The church’s annual statistical report must be filed by February 20, 2013. 
♦ The property insurance package has increased by $410/year. 
♦ The treasurer’s report was reviewed and accepted. 
♦ The Session accepted with regret and thanks the resignation of Shelly Coe as Treasurer and thanked her for her  
 excellent service. 
♦ The Session voted to increase the staff salary by 2%. 
♦ Volunteers will be asked to help count Sunday’s offering so that two people are always available. 
♦ The Session voted to adopt a budget for 2013. 
♦ Steam pipes have been finished, leaking dining room window sills are being repaired, and a new electric outlet was 

 installed in the sanctuary.   
♦ Vinyl flooring will be installed in the dining room in January. 
♦ Starting in February, an elder or a deacon will be available after worship for those who wish to discuss concerns. 
♦ Advent services started off well at Stone Church and were followed by ones in Deansboro and Three Steeples the  
 following two Sundays. 
♦ The Fair Trade Shoppe continues to do extremely well. 
♦ The Deacons reported that they are very busy visiting and tending to shut-ins and others in need. 
♦ January worship services will be held in the Norton Room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Informal Meeting after Worship, 
January 20   

Annual Congregational Meeting, 
January 27 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone 
Presbyterian Church will be held immediately follow-
ing worship on Sunday, January 27, 2013 in the Norton 
Room for the purposes of receiving reports, electing 
officers, voting on changes in the pastor’s terms of call, 
concurring in the Session’s 2012 budget and acting on 
any other business that may be properly brought before 
the congregation. All active members in good standing 
are welcome and encouraged to vote. 
 
An informational presentation on the budget will be 
given following worship in the Norton Room the previ-
ous Sunday, January 20. 

Grief Support Group for Adult  
Parental Loss    

 
Losing our parents after we have become adults is  
almost always more difficult than we would have imag-
ined and our journey through grief can be daunting, 
regardless of our age. 
 
Once again Paul Butnoris, who has led groups here at 
LutheranCare, at Hospice, and the Bereavement Center 
since 2001, will facilitate our sessions. Our Adult  
Parental Loss Group is offered to any adult who has 
lost a parent. It is designed to support and guide the 
participants through this difficult passage. The group 
meets once a week for six consecutive weeks beginning 
Saturday, January 5 through Saturday, February 9 from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Meditation Chapel  
located in the Martin Luther building of LutheranCare 
108 Utica Road, Clinton.. The sessions provide a vari-
ety of reading material and guided discussions with 
flexibility to meet the individual needs of the group 
members.  
 
Participants will gain a better understanding of their 
grief and learn healthy ways to deal with it in order to 
promote healing.  
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Deacons’ Corner 
 

It is hard to believe that 2012 has come and gone.  I guess we can all agree that as we get older, time goes by 
much faster.  We hope this year has been good for all of you.  Some of us are on Face Book (and some wish we 
weren’t!!)  But, there was an interesting posting on it the other day.  The post challenged us to “start the new 

year with an empty jar and fill it with notes about good things that happen.”  Then, on New Year’s Eve, empty it 
and see what awesome stuff happened that year.  I think this is a great challenge for all of us.  I know I plan to do it! 

 
At the close of one year and the beginning of a new one, our task as a congregation is to keep a vital connection with the 
best of the past, AND to discover the new things God is longing to accomplish in and through us.  This is an essential 
skill if we want to be transformed and grow in our faith, and it is how we can together be part of God’s redemptive  
purposes for our church, in this world. 
 
All of the Deacons look forward to working and being available to our church family in the coming year.  Please contact 
any of us with any concerns. 
 
 Gil Adams, Sue Forbes, Jim Gavett, Emily Hughes, Hal Rance, Linda Rance, Grace Whittemore 

 

Wish List for the Country Pantry 
 
The Country Pantry is in need of the following: canned 
fruits, vegetables, soup, peanut butter, as well as cake 
mix, frosting, candles and sprinkles for birthday cakes.   
 
Of course, they will accept all items you wish to  
donate.  Please leave items in the basket in the narthex.  
Your generosity is much appreciated!  
 
If you have questions or would like more information, 
please call Judy LaGasse at 725-2217. 

Shoppers Stroll news 
 
♦ OOPS!!!  We neglected to list Alizah Fletcher as 

one of our indispensable workers during the Shop-
pers Stroll.  We are most appreciative of her help 
throughout the day.  Thanks, Alizah! 

 
♦ The total amount (excluding the Fair Trade 

Shoppe) raised exceeded $1700!  Well done, every-
one! 

Did you know . . . ? 
 
. . . that large-print hymnals and bulletins are  
 available every Sunday? 
 
. . . that hearing-assisted devices are on hand in the 
 sanctuary? 
 
Just ask an usher if you wish to use these items.  

Snow reminder   
 
Have you noticed that winter is here!  
Please note that when the Clinton 
schools are closed, so is the church  
office. 

What do Presbyterians believe ...?  
 
Ever wondered? Well, if you have access to the inter-
net, just go to http://www.pcusa.org/today/believe/ 
believe.htm and you can find out! 

The Church Treasurer is 

often an unsung hero.  The work 
of counting, accounting and re-
porting goes on behind the scenes 
and takes considerable time and 
skill.  We’re grateful to Shelly for 
the three years she gave us as 
Stone Church Treasurer and for  

her expertise in setting up a system that makes entry 
and accounting easier for her successor.  Well done, 
good and faithful servant! 



Page 5  The Corner  Stone 

Abraham Lincoln’s Faith and the Presbyterian Connection 
  
ALTHOUGH THE NEWEST LINCOLN BIOPIC IGNORES PRESI-
DENT’S BELIEFS, THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS A KEY PART 
OF THAT STORY. 
  

by Edward McNulty 

Special to Presbyterian News Service 

 

Lincoln, Steven Spielberg’s film on the last four months of Abraham Lincoln’s admini-
stration, largely ignores the religious faith of our 16th president, as do most films and all 
too many books about him. There has long been controversy over whether or not Lincoln 

was a believer. He joined no church and was quite skeptical when he was a young man confronted with Holy Roller style 
preaching. Circuit preacher Peter Cartwright spread rumors that Lincoln was “a religious scoffer,” to which Lincoln  
responded via a letter to the editor denying that he was “an infidel.” 
 
But before and after Lincoln left Illinois his close contact with two Presbyterian ministers offers plenty of evidence that, 
if not an orthodox Christian, Lincoln was by no means “an infidel.” Lincoln was unorthodox in that he was more of a 
Universalist than most Christians: he could not see how a God of infinite love could send persons into everlasting tor-
ment. His keen analytic mind was turned off by Fundamentalist frontier preachers who appealed to emotions and scorned 
reason. A “free thinker,” Lincoln did not join a church, which has bolstered the belief of some that he believed in Fate 
rather than God. However, the latter view ignores a great amount of evidence from Lincoln’s life and writings. 
 
In 1850, when the Lincolns’ son Eddie died, James Smith, the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Springfield, 
preached so effectively at the boy’s funeral that Mary Todd Lincoln joined the church. Although her husband did not 
apply for membership, he attended the Sunday service with her when he was not out riding with the judge and his fellow 
lawyers on their judicial circuit around Illinois. Smith became a spiritual mentor for Lincoln, who studied the pastor’s 
book “The Christian’s Defense.” The work was based on reason as well as the Bible, thus appealing to the lawyerly mind 
of Lincoln. The two became friends, with Smith himself having come to his reasonable faith after passing through a  
period of doubt. Lincoln even gave a lecture on the Bible at First Church. The pastor and president corresponded with 
each other after Lincoln moved to Washington, and late in his administration Lincoln appointed Smith to a diplomatic 
post in Scotland. 
 
In Washington the Lincolns attended New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, where Phineas D. Gurley, also chaplain of 
the U.S. Senate, preached. Gurley’s sermons also appealed to the president’s mind and heart. As the president’s pastor, 
Gurley frequently called at the White House to discuss theology and Bible with his famous parishioner. Most weeks the 
president attended the congregation’s midweek prayer service, but he usually did not sit in his family pew because of the 
commotion his attendance would cause in the smaller gathering. Instead, he sat in the pastor’s study with the door 
slightly open so that he could hear the proceedings. A man of prayer himself, Lincoln found great comfort from the ser-
vice. Gurley was present in the hotel room where Lincoln died, and he preached the sermon at the funeral held at the 
White House. 
 
Two other clergy whom Lincoln respected and who also influenced him were the Rev. Francis Vinton, rector of Trinity 
Episcopal Church, and Bishop Matthew Simpson of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Vinton came to the Lincolns dur-
ing the dark hour following their son Willie’s death, with the pastor providing Lincoln much comfort through reason and 
arguments from the Bible that the boy is alive in God’s loving care. 

 

 

continued on page 6 

 



The Corner  Stone                             Page 6  

Abraham Lincoln’s Faith and the Presbyterian Connection  
(continued from page 5) 

 
Simpson preached the final funeral sermon for Lincoln when the train carrying his body arrived in Springfield. Lincoln 
had attended a service in 1864 in Washington at which the clergyman’s topic was “The Providence of God as Seen in 
Our War.” After the service, the president, keenly interested in the subject (which indeed was to become the theme of his 
last great speech) talked with Simpson. One can wonder if the bishop inspired Lincoln to write the short piece that has 
come to be known as “Meditation on the Divine Will.” The undated document was found after the President’s death. We 
can see in this document the seed from which grew the president’s greatest speech that still inspires millions: 
 
“The will of God prevails. In great contests each party claims to act in accordance with the will of God. Both may be, 
and one must be, wrong. God cannot be for and against the same thing at the same time. In the present civil war it is 
quite possible that God's purpose is something different from the purpose of either party — and yet the human instru-
mentalities, working just as they do, are of the best adaptation to effect His purpose. I am almost ready to say that this is 
probably true — that God wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet. By his mere great power, on the minds of 
the now contestants, He could have either saved or destroyed the Union without a human contest. Yet the contest began. 
And, having begun He could give the final victory to either side any day. Yet the contest proceeds.” 
 
More proof of Lincoln’s personal faith is provided by the story of the visit of Eliza Gurney and three other Quakers to 
the White House in 1862. Gurney was different from most other visitors in that she had no ax to grind, no program to 
promote, no favor to seek. In what amounted to a short sermon, she stated that she just wanted to assure the president 
that he was an instrument of God, that his concern that “the oppressed go free” would bear fruit, and that he should con-
tinually seek God’s will. In her concluding prayer she prayed for God’s guidance for the president. 
 
Visibly moved by her sincerity, the president thanked the visitors, “… I have desired that all my words and actions may 
be in accordance with His will; but if, after endeavoring to do my best with the light which He affords me, I find my  
efforts fail, then I must believe that, for some purpose unknown to me, He wills it otherwise. If I had had my way, this 
war would never have been; but, nevertheless, it came. If I had had my way, the war would have ended before this; but, 
nevertheless, it still continues. We must conclude that He permits it for some wise purpose, though we may not be able 
to comprehend it; for we cannot but believe that He who made the world still governs it. I repeat that I am glad of this 
interview.” 
 
A decade after Lincoln’s assassination, it was Gurley — Lincoln’s pastor in Washington — who wrote to rebuke critics 
who were referring to the late president as an “infidel.” Gurley publicly issued the following statement in response: 

 
I do not believe a word of it. It could not have been true of him while here, for I have had frequent and  
intimate conversations with him on the subject of the Bible and the Christian religion, when he could have  
had no motive to deceive me, and I considered him sound not only on the truth of the Christian religion  
but on all its fundamental doctrines and teaching. And more than that: in the latter days of his chastened  
and weary life, after the death of his son Willie, and his visit to the battle-field of Gettysburg, he said, with  
tears in his eyes, that he had lost confidence in everything but God, and that he now believed his heart was 
changed, and that he loved the Saviour, and, if he was not deceived in himself, it was his intention soon to  
make a profession of religion. 

 

 

Most of the information for this article is gleaned from Elton Trueblood’s fascinating book, “Abraham Lincoln: Theolo-

gian of American Anguish.” (New York: Harper & Row, 1971). Edward McNulty, a Presbyterian minister, is author of  

“Faith and Film” (Westminster John Knox Press, 2007) and other books. He reviews films, including “Lincoln,” at 

www.visualparables.net.    



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House.  (See 
the list on this page.) Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated!   

 
As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Questions?  Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 
Here’s the wish list for January:  Coffee, hot chocolate, 
toiletries, new children’s toys, hats, gloves, scarves, 
and socks.   
 
Please leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  
Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Fair Trade Shoppe 
 
Our Fair Trade Shoppe is open every Thursday from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Norton Room.  We are 
selling products from: 
  

♦ BeadforLife (recycled paper beads from Uganda) 
 

♦ SERRV International (items from artisans and  
  farmers around the world) 
 

♦ Equal Exchange (coffees, teas, and chocolates) 
 

♦ items from Ten Thousand Villages 
 

♦ Women’s Bean Project (soup mixes, cookie mixes,  
  dip mixes) 
 

♦ Maggie’s Organics (clothing made with  
 organically grown cotton). 

Thank you, volunteers 
 
I would like to sincerely thank the following people 
who volunteered at Hope House during 2012. Your 
help was tremendously appreciated. Serving at Hope 
House is a very rewarding way to show our faith hands 
on. 
  
Dennis Dewey 
Sue Dewey 
Carol Fobes 
Ceil Gilbert 
Jane Hotton 
Gary LaGasse 
Judy LaGasse 
Rosie Lockwood 
Bev Miller 
Hal Rance 
Linda Rance 
Larry Reynolds 
  
 Ceil  Gilbert, Hope House Co-Ordinator 

Lunches needed  
 
Lunches are needed for Oneida 
County Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteers working on a house at 303 
Lansing Street, Utica on Satur-
days over the next few months.   
 
A suggested lunch is assorted 

sandwiches, chips, cookies or fruit, and a bever-
age.  Paper products for lunches are located on site.  
 
If you can help, please contact Cathy Rzeszot,  
Co-Chair of Faith-Based Relations Committee, at 
rzeszot.cathy@oneidacountyhabitat.org or at 336-6499 
to schedule a lunch. 

Special Advent Offerings 
 
Once again, Stone Church celebrated Advent by a  
series of offerings reflecting the themes of the four  
Advent Sundays. Our gifts were as follows: 

 

Hope Sunday:   
Hope House - $232 

  
Peace Sunday: 

Country Pantry - $288   

  
Joy Sunday:   

Presbyterian Christmas Joy Offering - $277 
  

Love Sunday:   

Emmaus House - $170 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

Rev. Henry White—Tenth Pastor from 6/29/1908 to 4/12/1914 
 

The Rev. Henry White, a Hamilton graduate of the class of 1898, decided to resign from 
Hamilton College after serving for 8 years as the professor of Rhetoric and Oratory to  
accept the call to Stone Church. With scant information on Rev. White, further search 
into the Hamilton College Archives, the Clinton Historical Society, and the Clinton Cou-
rier was needed.  I found that Henry had been studying for the ministry while teaching at 
Hamilton and getting experience at the Vernon Presbyterian Church. 
 
Under his tenure, the church sanctuary was redecorated and repaired for $2500. A base-
ment was added to the manse and a heating system was installed there. About mid way 
through his stay with us, most in the congregation had gotten wind of the fact that a call 
had been extended to Rev. White from Bath, NY for consideration. The Session under 
elder P. M. Hull took action. In short, Mr. Hull and the session expressed the consensus 
of the people that the cordial relations existing between pastor and the people of the con-
gregation and the growth of the church in Christian life was such that they requested him 
not to sever relations with this church where his influence in the community and his care  

and guidance in the church was needed. Add to this the fact that Bath was going to offer $300 more and according to the  
article in the Aug. 16, 1911 Courier, “Rev. White isn’t actuated by mercenary motives but that he is desirous of a field of 
labor where the spiritual results will be more pronounced…” 

 
Headlines in the Sept. 6, 1911 Clinton Courier read: 

 
As Pastor of the Stone Church, where He has done such excellent work — Declines a Flattering Call  
and a Material Increase of Salary—Rallies his Church People to Attempt a Larger Program 
 

Rev. White believed that the united call of the Stone Church for him to stay gave him new opportunity for service. He 
had been touched by the expression of confidence in and affection for him. He would remain under the same terms for 
which he had previously served and believed he would receive the loyal cooperation of the people. 

 
As Rev. Henry White continued his pastorate, he desired for the first time at Stone Church to actually adopt a missionary 
of its own pledging to pay $500 per year towards the support of Mrs. Charles Gunn in Manila of the Philippine Islands. 
He sought to strengthen the already successful Sunday School seeking to work “with” them instead of “for” them. When 
Rev. White resigned to accept a call in Youngstown, Ohio, the membership numbered 216 with an active membership of 
about 150. 

 
Several years later when Rev. Howard Adams came in 1962, Rev. White sent Howard Adams a congratulatory letter. In 
it he writes: 

 
It is a church with a fine history located in a college town with its advantages and problems, a suburban  
town which has been growing, and always has had a wonderful group of people in its membership. Our  
best wishes go with you and your family for a happy and most fruitful ministry. From June 1907 to April  
1914, I was pastor of that church… The period is filled with happy memories. Since 1948 I have been  
Pastor Emeritus of the Lake Street Church in Elmira. 
 

Not long after Henry White wrote this letter, he passed away.  He was an active alumnus of Hamilton and had a son, 
Montague, who was also a Presbyterian minister. 

 
         Midge Bakos  
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WANTED:  

New Storytellers to Take Part in Our April “Epic Telling” of the Story of the Exodus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever found yourself listening to one of the storytellers during worship and thinking, “I wonder what it’s like to 
learn and tell a story from scripture?”  Well now it’s your chance to find out! 
 
Every year since 2008 the Stone Storytellers have presented a gospel or other major event on a Sunday evening in the 
spring as our “Epic Telling.” In 2013 (tentatively Sunday evening, April 7) we plan to tell the story of the exodus from 
Egypt (Exodus 1-15). If you’d like to take part, we’d love to have you do so! Below is a listing of the stories. Those indi-
cated with an asterisk (*) are the shorter passages. (Those marked with a plus sign [+] are longer passages reserved for 
our more “seasoned” tellers.) If you’re a newcomer and would like to take part, we encourage you to sign up for one of 
those passages.  
 
As they always say in the advertising, “You are under no obligation and no one will call.”  We won’t ask you to do any 
more storytelling…unless, of course, you WANT to! Please call the church office to reserve your story or speak with 
Dennis.                                                             “I will open my mouth in a story…” (Psalm 78:1). 

 



Remember in Prayer 
 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 
-Ellen Handlin 
-Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
-Eleanor Palmer 
-Family of Audrey Kaiser 
-Dave Wilbur 
-Judy Westerhoff 
-Danette Rosenberg 
-Jack Price 
-Christina Buschmann 
-Kogut family 
-Pavlot family 
-Jim Royce 
-Joseph Pavlot 
-Gidget Royce-Pavlot 
-Sarah Ziegler 
-Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  
-Family of Nancy Zelles (Grace Whittemore’s sister) 
-Buzz and Carol Sterling Barrows  
-Family of Pat Coe (Ken’s mother)  
-Shari LeMonnier and family of Dan LeMonnier 
-Whittemore family 
-Isabelle (Donna Goodfriend’s niece) 

January Birthdays 

1 - Frank Milana 
2 - Nancy Underwood 
5 - Cynthia Crossley 
12 - Mark Harrington 
  Doug Lockwood 
14 - Cole Cushman 
17 - Frank Whittemore 
19 - Ruth Taber 
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Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 
each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Scouting News 
 
We began the Camping merit badge in November and the majority of us completed the badge in December.  We covered 
a variety of topics from emergency treatment to camp site ecology.  This is one of 11 required badges toward Eagle 
Scout. 
 

We are still continuing to work on the Public Speaking Merit Badge and we are giving our 10 minute speeches in the 
coming days.  In this area, each Scout practices an extemporaneous speech before his fellow scouts and the adult leader.  
Ultimately, we are developing self-confidence in learning this important life skill. 
 
On Sunday, 9 December 2012, we had a Eagle Court of Honor for Zach Blanks, Johnny Beach, and Steven Zuchowski. 
Eagle is the top and culminating rank in scouts and fewer than 2% of all boys who begin scouting actually obtain this 
rank.  So, it was quite a tribute to have three separate scouts from Troop 9 earn this honor.  Adam Blanks received his 
Star Badge, and many people earned rank advancements and Merit Badges for all of their hard work over the previous 
months. 
 
Lastly, Troop 9 is making plans for a cross-country ski trip at Camp Russell. Many of the scouts are looking forward to 
getting out in the cold weather … so, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow … then, let it be clear to go skiing! 
 
Submitted by Adam Blanks, Troop 9 Scribe 

21 - Doris Siedsma 
  Kurt Whittemore 
22 - John Stiefvater 
28 - Beverley Sullivan 
  Alizah Fletcher  

 

A very Happy Birthday to our faithful member Bev 
Sullivan on her 91st birthday January 28!  Those 
wanting to send best wishes can mail to: 
  
 Bev Sullivan 
 Wiley Hall - Masonic Home 
 Room 332 
 2150 Bleeker St. 
 Utica, NY 13501 
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January 2013 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 5 

      

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 
  

  

  

  

  

  

9a WEP 

  

10a–6:30p Fair 
Trade Shop 
  

  

    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9a Choir 
  

10:30a Worship 
  
  

    

  

7p Boy Scouts 

 10a–6:30p Fair 
Trade Shop 

  
  
  

  

    

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9a Choir 
  

10:30a Worship 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

7p – Session 

  

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  

  

  

  

  

  

8:30a CAM 
 

10a–6:30p Fair 
Trade Shop 
 

7p Taizé 
service 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9a Choir 

10:30a Worship 
  

11:30a 
Deacons 
  

1:30p Kirkland 
Bird Club 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

7p Stone 
Storytellers 

newsletter 
deadline 

  

10a Presbytery 
meeting – 
Presby. Homes 

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  10a–6:30p Fair 
Trade Shop 
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

27 28 29 30 31     
9a Choir 
  

10:30a Worship 

Annual Meeting 

  

  

  

3p Hope House 

  

  

  

7p Boy Scouts 

  10a–6:30p Fair 
Trade Shop 
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Rev. Dennis Dewey, Pastor 

Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 

E-mail: DenDew@aol.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Cros Harvey  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon Clerk of Session: Patricia Joseph 
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Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February   
issue of the newsletter is Tuesday, 
January 22.   Contact Midge  
Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 with 
questions or comments.   

Newsletter team 
 
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Carolyn 
Barnum, Trudi Christeler, and Doris 
Pryce who have collated, folded, taped 
and labeled this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you! 



  


