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May 5, 2013 May 5, 2013 May 5, 2013 May 5, 2013 –––– 6 6 6 6thththth Sunday of Easter  Sunday of Easter  Sunday of Easter  Sunday of Easter –––– The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper    
Acts 16:9Acts 16:9Acts 16:9Acts 16:9----15  the baptism of Lydia15  the baptism of Lydia15  the baptism of Lydia15  the baptism of Lydia    
Psalm 67  The fecundity of the earth calls for praise.Psalm 67  The fecundity of the earth calls for praise.Psalm 67  The fecundity of the earth calls for praise.Psalm 67  The fecundity of the earth calls for praise.    
Revelation 21:10, 22Revelation 21:10, 22Revelation 21:10, 22Revelation 21:10, 22––––22:5  a vision of the river of life22:5  a vision of the river of life22:5  a vision of the river of life22:5  a vision of the river of life    
John 14:23John 14:23John 14:23John 14:23----29  Jesus’ farewell to his disciples29  Jesus’ farewell to his disciples29  Jesus’ farewell to his disciples29  Jesus’ farewell to his disciples    
Sermon  Sermon  Sermon  Sermon  The WayThe WayThe WayThe Way    

    
    
                                    Thursday, May 9, 2013 Thursday, May 9, 2013 Thursday, May 9, 2013 Thursday, May 9, 2013 –––– 7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m. –––– Taizé Taizé Taizé Taizé    
        
    
    

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
May 19, 2013 May 19, 2013 May 19, 2013 May 19, 2013 –––– Pentecost  Pentecost  Pentecost  Pentecost –––– The  Lord’s Supper The  Lord’s Supper The  Lord’s Supper The  Lord’s Supper    
Acts 2:1Acts 2:1Acts 2:1Acts 2:1----21  The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.21  The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.21  The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.21  The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.    
Psalm 104:24Psalm 104:24Psalm 104:24Psalm 104:24----34, 35b  The Spirit of God renews the earth.34, 35b  The Spirit of God renews the earth.34, 35b  The Spirit of God renews the earth.34, 35b  The Spirit of God renews the earth.    
Romans 5:1Romans 5:1Romans 5:1Romans 5:1----5  God’s love has been poured into our hearts.5  God’s love has been poured into our hearts.5  God’s love has been poured into our hearts.5  God’s love has been poured into our hearts.    
John 14:8John 14:8John 14:8John 14:8----17  Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.17  Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.17  Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.17  Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.    
SERMON  SERMON  SERMON  SERMON  Filled!Filled!Filled!Filled!    
    

    
    
    
    

    
May 26, 2013 May 26, 2013 May 26, 2013 May 26, 2013 –––– Trinity  Trinity  Trinity  Trinity –––– The Lord’s Supper  The Lord’s Supper  The Lord’s Supper  The Lord’s Supper     
Proverbs 8:1Proverbs 8:1Proverbs 8:1Proverbs 8:1----4, 224, 224, 224, 22----31  The divine Wisdom was with God.31  The divine Wisdom was with God.31  The divine Wisdom was with God.31  The divine Wisdom was with God.    
Psalm 8  Who are we that God is mindful of us?Psalm 8  Who are we that God is mindful of us?Psalm 8  Who are we that God is mindful of us?Psalm 8  Who are we that God is mindful of us?    
Romans 8:14Romans 8:14Romans 8:14Romans 8:14----27  The Spirit prays with us and through us.27  The Spirit prays with us and through us.27  The Spirit prays with us and through us.27  The Spirit prays with us and through us.    
John 16:12John 16:12John 16:12John 16:12----15  The Spirit guides us in truth.15  The Spirit guides us in truth.15  The Spirit guides us in truth.15  The Spirit guides us in truth.    
Sermon Sermon Sermon Sermon Walking by the Spirit Walking by the Spirit Walking by the Spirit Walking by the Spirit     
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   S tone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

        The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
              engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                  as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

    May 12, 2013 May 12, 2013 May 12, 2013 May 12, 2013 –––– Ascension Sunday  Ascension Sunday  Ascension Sunday  Ascension Sunday –––– A Hymn Sing of Uplifting Hymns! A Hymn Sing of Uplifting Hymns! A Hymn Sing of Uplifting Hymns! A Hymn Sing of Uplifting Hymns!    
Acts 1:1, 6Acts 1:1, 6Acts 1:1, 6Acts 1:1, 6----8  Jesus is questioned about the future.8  Jesus is questioned about the future.8  Jesus is questioned about the future.8  Jesus is questioned about the future.    
Psalm 47  The Lord has gone up with a shout.Psalm 47  The Lord has gone up with a shout.Psalm 47  The Lord has gone up with a shout.Psalm 47  The Lord has gone up with a shout.    
Ephesians 1:15Ephesians 1:15Ephesians 1:15Ephesians 1:15----23  God has enthroned Christ over all things.23  God has enthroned Christ over all things.23  God has enthroned Christ over all things.23  God has enthroned Christ over all things.    
Luke 24:44Luke 24:44Luke 24:44Luke 24:44----53  Jesus ascends into heaven.53  Jesus ascends into heaven.53  Jesus ascends into heaven.53  Jesus ascends into heaven.    



           P A S T O R ’ S  

C 

O 

R 

N 

E 

R  

Tim Coombs Is Coming to “Coach” Stone 
 

As part of the ongoing training of the leadership of Stone Church, the Rev. Dr. Timothy  
Coombs will begin a series of “coaching” events with our Session (and any other Stone  
members and friends who wish to attend) at the May 13th 7:00 p.m. Session meeting.  
Tim is the Media and Transformation Specialist for the Presbytery of Albany. He is  
also the “media guru” for the Network of Biblical Storytellers International (on the  
board of which I serve) and newly returned from a biblical storytelling mission trip to  
Cameroon on the heels of an earlier mission trip to Guatemala (see photo below). Some  
will remember that Tim performed Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol here some  
years ago as part of “Christmas at the Corner.” I asked Tim to share with us some of his plans for “coaching” 
Stone, and here is his response in Q & A format. 

  

What’s the difference between “coaching” and “consulting,” Tim? 
Consultants study a church and then draw upon their own wisdom and  
experience to create a theoretical course of action for the congregation, 
which they then present to the church and leave. Coaches learn by listening 
and then help the church develop their own plan of action in conjunction 
with the coach’s own wisdom and experience. The coach works with the 
congregation to develop measurable, achievable, specific and timely goals 
and remains in relationship with the congregation to encourage, guide, and 
re-direct as needed. 
   

In your experience what’s the best plan for a church in redeveloping its ministry and mission?  
There is no one revitalization plan that works in every situation. There are, however, general principles that 
under gird every experience of congregational turnaround.  During my seven-plus years as Albany Presby-
tery’s “transformation and media guru” I have engaged in both research and practice of congregational change, 
which has brought some of these effective transformational principles to light.  I know them to be catalysts for 
growth and change because I have applied them both in my own and other church contexts. None of them is an 
“overnight fix,” but given the time and commitment, they do bear fruit. 
 

What information about the church’s past is helpful in this process? 
As a trained congregational coach my interest is in the present as it relates to the future. The only stories of the 
congregation’s past in which I am interested are the stories of past innovation and growth.  Reflections about 
the days when the Sunday school and sanctuary were full are not as helpful as the stories about how the church 
worked with the Spirit to make this happen. These stories remind us that doing new and courageous things is 
what made us who we are today! 
 

What does this process entail? 
I propose to begin with a course of mutual learning in which I will lay out many of the general principles of 
congregational change and then listen to where you are as a congregation in the process. This will help me  
assess your readiness for change and gain a sense of your identity and values. Subsequently, we’ll take a look 
at what needs to happen at Stone Church based on what we learned in the first Session. We do this by reflect-
ing on the commission found in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:8) in which the risen Christ calls his church to 
witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. What does this mean to Stone and to this end 
of the earth in this time? The final piece will involve a retreat experience that will result in a clearer focus on 
where the Spirit is leading. As the congregational coach, I stay in contact to help the church keep to its goals 
and reassess as needed. 
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Matinee Movie and Light Dinner at Stone, May 19 
 
Sunday, May 19 at 2:00 p.m. we’ll screen the film, The Way, 
staring Martin Sheen, and then share in a discussion of the 
film followed by a light, early supper around 4:30. 
 
The film tells the story of a father who decides to walk the 
Camino de Santiago in Spain with his grown son’s ashes  
after the son is killed by a freak lightning strike while under-
taking that pilgrimage. Although the physical journey is 
clearly a challenge for the Sheen character, his trek along the 
old pilgrimage route to the Cathedral de Santiago also finds 
him undertaking an emotional and spiritual journey. The  
film explores the nature of community as several unlikely 
“pilgrims” find their lives entwined and they discover the 
challenges, comfort and importance of friendship amidst 
tragic loss. The Camino de Santiago is walked by thousands 
of pilgrims every year. Taking an average of six to eight 
weeks to complete, it is by no means an easy feat. But for many, overcoming the challenge is part of the attraction. It is 
not necessarily a journey for the “religious,” although many do travel for spiritual enlightenment or to contemplate their 
perspective on life. 
 
Released in 2010, The Way was a collaboration of actor/director Emilio Estevez and his father Martin Sheen (who was 
born Ramón Antonio Gerardo Estévez). The idea for the film arose during a family trip to Spain on which Sheen trav-
elled parts of the Camino with his grandson and a friend. 
 
Please plan to join us for this thought-provoking and entertaining film and the discussion and light supper that follows it. 
As it would be helpful to know how many will attend, you’re asked to contact the church office for a reservation. 

“The Exodus” Epic Telling a Success! 
 

Taking part in the April 7th storytelling presentation of the Exodus were 
David Blanks (by video), Dennis Dewey, Anne Dunn, Dave Forbes, 
Donna Goodfriend, Annie Wadsworth Grove, Pat Joseph, David Kolb, 
Scott Leonard, Larry Reynolds and Nikki Reynolds (by video), Sherry 
Robinson and Elizabeth Smith. 
 
A good-sized audience of delighted attendees expressed their apprecia-
tion for the engaging storytellers, and many remarked about their 
“professionalism.” It is a joy and blessing to see the blooming of our 
seasoned “tellers” and the way in which our newcomers have risen to 
the occasion! 
 
In addition to providing an entertaining and inspiring performance of 
scripture’s powerful, classic story of Israel’s deliverance, the effort also 
raised over $500 after publicity expenses, money which was given to 
the Country Pantry. Well done, Stone Storytellers! 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House.  (See 
the list on this page.) Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated!   

 
As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m. Questions?  Call Ceil  
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 
Here’s the wish list for May: coffee, hot chocolate, 
sugar, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, and prayers.  
Please leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  
Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Wish List for the Country Pantry 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Country Pantry is in need of the following:  peanut 
butter, cereal, rice, mashed potatoes, canned pasta, 
crackers, spaghetti, and mac and cheese. 
 
Of course, they will accept all items you 
wish to donate.  Please leave items in the 
basket in the narthex.  Your generosity is 
much appreciated!  
 
If you have questions or would like more information 
on the Country Pantry, please contact Judy LaGasse at 
725-2217 or jlagasse6@roadrunner.com. 

Highlights of the April 8, 2013 Session Meeting   
 
♦ Excerpts from the book Naked Spirituality were read and discussed.  
♦ Communion responsibilities were reviewed. 
♦ Rev. Dewey has been talking to Tim Coombs about leading some redevelopment sessions. 
♦ Epic Storytelling raised over $500 for the Country Pantry. 
♦ Paying bills on-line will be explored. 
♦ $5336 has been donated to the Parkinson’s Project. 
♦ One Great Hour of Sharing brought in about $1200. 
♦ Possible interest in purchasing the manse will be further explored. 
♦ Quiet Table and Prayer of Concerns after church services during Lent went very well. 
♦ The video The Way will be previewed during the May 5 service followed by its screening at a luncheon on May 19.  
♦ Budget plans were discussed. 
♦ Clinton Historical Society is donating shelving for the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
♦ Pat Joseph reported on the April 2nd Presbyterian meeting in Vernon. 
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Hope House Dinner 
 
The Hope House Annual  Volunteer Dinner will be 
held on Wednesday, May 29th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the New Hartford United Methodist Church, 105 Gene-
see Street, New Hartford. Anyone who has served at 
Hope House this year is invited to this dinner to cele-
brate volunteers. It is always a great meal and a good 
time. If you are interested in attending, please notify 
Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) before May 15th, in order to 
give Hope House a head count. 

It’s Pie Sale time! 
 
Our Annual Pie Sale will be held on 
Saturday, May 11th from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. We need EVERYONE to 
help make this sale a great success! 
If you are unable to bake, please 
consider making a donation. ALL 
kinds of pies will be accepted. We’d appreciate it if you 
could have your pies at church by 9 a.m., if possible. 
Sign-up sheets will be available for bakers and work-
ers. PLEASE HELP! 
 
Thank you, Women’s Association 
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Your Neighbors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Your Neighbors, Inc is dedicated to providing quality 
service and support to people who are frail, elderly or 
have a disability in their home setting.  Our volunteers 
offer friendly visits, medical transportation, supplemen-
tal frozen meals and specialized shopping services.” 
(yourneighborsinc.org) 
 
Upcoming events include the Annual Garage Sale on 
Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4 at Our Savior  
Lutheran Church, 1640 Genesee Street, Utica. Friday’s 
sale is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday’s sale starts at 9 
a.m. with a bag sale later in the day. 
 
For more information, call 235-7149 or contact 
yourneighborsinc@yahoo.com 

Do you know someone who could use 
a Helping Hand?   
 

LutheranCare Helping Hands Companions can come to 
your home to help with housekeeping, laundry and 
cooking, while offering companionship. We provide 
transportation and run errands. For those caring for a 
loved one, we offer the respite you need.  
 
Serving individuals in Oneida and Herkimer counties, 
24 hours and 7 days/week, with insured, bonded, and 
compassionate staff.  
 
For more information call Kathy Leslie at 235-7196. 

The Labyrinth is available every day in the 
Stone Church sanctuary for those who would like to 
use it for prayer and meditation. The church is open 
Monday through Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In  
addition, the church is open Thursdays while the Fair 
Trade Shoppe is open until 6:30 p.m. 

What do Presbyterians believe ...?  
 
Ever wondered?  You can find out by going to 
www.pcusa.org/today/believe/believe.htm. 

Thoughts on Memorial Fund gifts 
 
Here are a few suggestions – different ways to honor 
the memory of a loved one/a friend: 
 
♦ chancel flowers that share your joy  
 (flowers for our homebound) 
♦ funds to continue the restoration work of our 

 stained glass windows 
♦ new landscape needs on our property 
♦ new artwork to beautify our building 
 
Thank you to those families who regularly donate funds 
in memory of members and friends of Stone Church. 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions. 
 
Memorial Committee: 
 Gene Lawson 
 Trudi Christeler 
 Emily Hughes 

Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . .  
 
. . . The Stone Storytellers for the epic performance of 
 “The Exodus” on April 7.  
. . .  Sherry Robinson for agreeing to lead the Member-
 ship, Communication, and Outreach Team. 
. . . Mary Ann Stiefvater for agreeing to lead the  
 Mission, Stewardship, and Support Team. 
. . . Midge Bakos for providing the lovely pansies in  
 the sanctuary. 
. . . Deacons and others for giving rides to those who 
 need them. 
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Kirkland Community Bloodmobile 
Saturday, May 11, 2013                            8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Schillings Burns Young VFW Post 9591, Franklin Avenue, Clinton NY 
 

New and past blood donors are needed.  Please note that there is an ongoing need for 0, A-, and B- type blood. Please 
schedule your appointment by calling Bill Rudge at 853-6300 or signing up by email at Rudge44@aol.com or  
www.redcrossblood.org. 

Stone Church’s College Graduates! 
 
College graduation is fast approaching!  A new chapter begins in the lives of our four graduates: 
Amanda Andrews, Sara LaFont, Amanda Lalonde, and Hunter Padgett. Receiving that diploma is  
a proud and happy time for all that they have accomplished in their undergrad years. They are now 
embarking on different paths to reach new and exciting goals.  Congratulations to all! 
  
 
♦ Amanda Andrews is receiving a BA degree in Performance and Composition from the Berklee College of Music in 

Boston on May 11. She is graduating with honors where she enjoyed both these majors. Her goal for the future is to 
compose music. 

 
♦ Sara LaFont will receive a BS degree in both Psychology and Community & Behavioral Health on May 11 from  
 SUNYIT. She has received this year’s Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence and served as president of the 
 Psychology and Sociology club. She will enter into a 5 year program at Syracuse University to work on her master’s 
 and doctorate’s degrees. 
 
♦ Amanda Lalonde is graduating from Siena College May 21 and will receive a BS degree in Economics and will be  
 inducted into the Economics Honor Society. During her undergrad studies, she traveled to both Australia and 
 Greece.  At this time she is leaning toward traveling to Australia in search of employment. 
 
♦ Hunter Padgett will graduate from Utica College May 19 with a BS degree in Accounting. He has been on a track 

scholarship running both indoor and outdoor track events for the college. His goal is to become a CPA.  
 

“Picture This .......” 
          
. . . . Easter Sunday at the Stone Presbyterian Church, sitting in “my” pew, waiting for the service to begin.  The Church 
fills up very quickly, my eyes gaze around at the congregation.  Such lovely and caring people, I am thinking. Then my 
eyes lock in on Emily Hughes!!  In case you don’t know her, she is the radiant lady sitting about four pews from the 
front, with the nicely arranged gray coiffure and delicate porcelain complexion, with a subtle smile on her face.  My 
thoughts go on about Emily, how she is one of the unsung heroes representing our faith.  When someone is under the 
weather, she delivers a hot meal to their doors.  No one asked her to do this, she just does it . . . and it undoubtedly  
includes a piece of her apple pie and/or her other special desserts.  I know she loves to swim and she drives those that no 
longer drive to the pool in Rome.  She also holds down a part-time job at Macy’s.  One would figure, enough!!  Not 
Emily – she visits shut-ins, people in nursing homes, and just “lonely” people, generally with some “goodie” in hand  for 
each one she visits. All this, not to mention the yummy cookies she bakes for our Coffee Hour, after our Sunday  
Services.  We just want to say, “thank you, Emily, for all you do for mankind, may God Bless You with His richest 
blessings.”   
 
Oops, Rob Kolb has started playing the organ, time to bring myself back to the “here and now.” 
 
           Carolyn Barnum 
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Mission Update 
 
As the new leader of the Mission, Stewardship and Support Team, I want to thank the members and friends of Stone 
Church for the fantastic support you have provided to the various mission-related activities of our church. 
Last year alone, we provided support to the following organizations: 

 
♦ Abraham House 
♦ Church World Service 
♦ Country Pantry/Food Bank of CNY 
♦ Emmaus House 
♦ Habitat for Humanity 
♦ Hope House 
♦ The Neighborhood Center 
♦ Presbyterian Church (USA) -for World Mission, US Mission, and Mission thru Education 
♦ Presbyterian Home of Central NY-Parkinson’s Unit 
♦ Utica Presbytery 
♦ Your Neighbors 

 
Right now plans are being made to support the Church World Ser-
vice Blankets+ program during this June. While we as a congrega-
tion have supported this mission for many years, this year our ap-
preciation for Church World Service should be a bit closer to home. 
 
The Blankets+ assistance following Hurricane Sandy really shows 
that mission isn’t just about somewhere else. By the end of Decem-
ber 2012, Church World Service has sent assistance to New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, supplying around 
12,000 blankets and myriad other services to those affected by this 
devastating storm and subsequent Nor’easter.  I am hoping we all 
will keep this in mind as we plan our June 2013 Blankets+ giving. 
In the next few weeks, I will be working with others to plan our 
activities through the remainder of 2013 and into 2014.  

Not only do we appreciate your prayers and support as we work to do God’s work through our mission activities, but 
also please let me know if there is some organization to which you would like to see Stone Church provide special  
support so we can consider and plan appropriately. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Mary Ann Stiefvater, Mission, Stewardship and Support Team 

Fair Trade Shoppe  
 
Don’t forget that our Fair Trade Shoppe is open every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and on the second Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. We are selling products from: 
 

♦ BeadforLife (recycled paper beads from Uganda) 
♦ SERRV International (items from artisans and farmers around the world) 
♦ Equal Exchange (coffees, teas, and chocolates) 
♦ items from Ten Thousand Villages 
♦ Women’s Bean Project (soup mixes, cookie mixes, dip mixes) 
♦ Maggie’s Organics (clothing made with organically grown cotton). 

 

Come check them out!  Questions?  See Lauralyn Kolb or Pat Joseph. 



Deacons’ Corner 
 

“Walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us” 
                                                                                                            Ephesians 5:2 
 
 “God has not designed us to live like hermits in a cave.  He has designed us to live in fellowship and friendship 
and community with others.  That’s why the Church, the body of Christ, is so important, for it is there that we 
are drawn together in love and mutual encouragement. We’re meant to be a part of one another’s lives!!!” 

                                                                                   Charles Swindoll 
 
Let’s together, be the body of Christ, as we walk that lonely road back to sunshine and peace!!!! 
 
The Deacons truly believe that our Church family is so important to all of us and as the above quote states… . “we are 
meant to be a part of one another’s lives!!!”  So, with all that said….watch for some upcoming dates for more fellowship 
and friendship which we are planning. Also, please know that any member of the Deacon Board is here for you.  Please 
do not hesitate  to let us know if you need anything…or just want to talk.  Again, we thank you all for all you do….you 
make our work much easier. 
 
Gil Adams, Sue Forbes, Jim Gavett, Emily Hughes, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Hal Rance and Linda Rance 
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Muslim leaders: We stand against terrorism - Religion News Service - Kevin Eckstrom 
 
American Muslim leaders said they stand against terrorism committed in the name of Islam, trying to distance them-
selves from the suspects in the Boston Marathon bombings who were identified as Muslims with ties to Chechnya. “We 
will never allow ourselves to be hijacked by this attempt, and we will not allow the perception to be that there is any  
religion in the world that condones the taking of innocent life,” said Nihad Awad, national executive director of the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations. 
 
Muslim leaders convened a press conference Friday, April 19, to denounce the attacks and to urge the media not to link 
their faith with violent extremism. Authorities say brothers Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 19, and Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, planted 
the bombs at the Boston Marathon on Monday before going on a deadly rampage across the city in the early hours of 
Friday morning. The older Tsarnaev was killed in an exchange of gunfire with police while his younger brother fled  
before being apprehended later Friday. 
 
Officials say the Tsarnaev family is originally from Chechnya, a restive region whose civil war with Russia has spawned 
waves of extremists. It remains unclear, however, whether the Tsarnaev brothers identified as militants for Islam. Imam 
Benjamin Abdul-Haqq of Washington’s Masjid Muhammad mosque, said identifying as a Muslim is different from act-
ing like one. 
 
“Just because they say they’re Muslim doesn't make them Muslim,” Abdul-Haqq said at the press conference convened 
by CAIR and other leading Muslim groups. “These are criminal acts, not religious acts.” American Muslim leaders have 
gone to great lengths to stress that their religion does not condone violence and that terrorist acts committed in the name 
of Islam contradict the faith. Muslim groups appealed to Americans not to rush to judgment and not to lash out at inno-
cent people. “Every faith has within it heretical elements, and unfortunately some young people will listen to those ele-
ments,” said CAIR spokesman Corey Saylor. “What you’re looking at now is a force that is pushing back against that 
loudly and clearly.” 
 
The Muslim leaders from CAIR, the Muslim Public Affairs Council, the Islamic Society of North America and other 
groups expressed frustration that they are once again being forced to defend their faith against the actions of extremists. 
“As a Muslim American community, we should not be held accountable for the acts of any individual,” said Imam  
Mohamed Magid, president of the Islamic Society of North America. 



Lives Worth Knowing 
 

Brooke Villiere is one of our new members recently accepted into Stone Church joining us by affirma-
tion of faith. She had recently moved to the Clinton Manor Apartments in August of 2012 and after 
some “church shopping” she felt extremely comfortable and accepted by our congregation. In the past, 
she and her family were active in the Trenton Methodist Church. 
  
Born in May 1971 and raised in Barneveld, NY, Brooke graduated in 1990 from Holland Patent School 
where she participated in both down-hill and cross-country skiing coached by her dad, Richard Villiere. 
At the time he was a ski instructor at the Indian Hill Ski Association as a side line job to his permanent 
position with Niagara Mohawk. Her mother became a stay-at-home Mom to Brooke and her brother 

“Rick” following seven years of elementary school teaching for the Town of Webb. 
  

One of Brooke’s foremost talents is cooking but her “specialty” is in baking. Her cookie recipes are out of this world. 
Many of us have already had the pleasure sampling them. Brooke holds an associate degree in food service from MVCC 
received in 1993. 

 
Brooke’s journey to her degree became a real struggle and hard work due to a learning disability, dyslexia. But on this 
journey with the help of her supportive and loving parents and with Brooke’s ability to memorize recipes and details, she 
reached her goal. She also not only has the ability to visualize the recipe she is preparing but she insists she can “taste” it. 

  
Over the sixteen years of employment in the Buffet restaurant at the Turning Stone, her 11 p.m. to 8 a.m. job evolved 
into a “love/hate” situation.  She loved the cooking, planning, and creating but the required heavy lifting eventually took 
its toll on her causing back problems. Adding to the stress of her job was her Dad’s declining health at the Sitrin Home 
due to a stroke he had suffered. Brooke was traveling to the nursing home after a long night’s work to visit him in his 
final days before he died in 2007. 

  
Brooke also loves music—mostly Welsh and Gospel singing and she has joined our church choir. She remains active 
with the St. David’s Society in Remsen, an organization that helps preserve Welsh history. She helps with many of the 
events sponsored by the Society. Right now Brooke is committed to taking a series of harp lessons at Hamilton College 
and although therapeutic she’s finding this quite a challenge indeed! 

  
Brooke is eager to please others and says her other passion is to dote on her brother’s young children Ava, 6 years, and 
Cooper, 4 years of age. They live in Saratoga and his family quite often “pops in” on Brooke and of course, she then  
delights in being the perfect hostess. 
 

         Midge Bakos 
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History of the Newsletter 
 
The Rev. Howard Adams started the Stone Church newsletter early in his pastorate in approximately 1962. He quoted in 
one of his letters to me that “the secretary (Arlene Vivyan) and I sort of fumbled our way through it each month.” Back 
then we were using the mimeograph machine. Our interim Rev. Jack Layendecker downsized the letter.  When Revs. 
Bill and Sue Rambo came, they restored the newsletter to its original size and sponsored a contest for a new name.  The 

Corner Stone was the winner!  The late Rev. Jane Jensen who had a journalistic background changed the format to  
improve the decor of the publication. Our own Peggy Weldon continues to improve its design and layout. 
 
Trivia Questions?  Who won the contest in renaming the newsletter in February of 1995?  What was the prize?  The  
answers will appear in next month’s issue. 
       

          Midge Bakos 



Remember in Prayer 
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 

-Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

-Eleanor Palmer 

-Jack Price 

-Christina Buschmann 

-Kogut family 

-Pavlot family 

-Jim Royce 

-Joseph Pavlot 

-Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

-Sarah Ziegler 

-Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  

-Family of Nancy Zelles (Grace Whittemore’s sister) 

-Family of Pat Coe (Ken’s mother)  

-Whittemore family 

-Isabelle (Donna Goodfriend’s niece) 

-Helen & John Monohan (Chris Menard’s parents) 

-Frank Milana and family 

-Larry & Gail Losch 

-Barb Rance, Hal’s sister 

-Roger Locke, Doris’ son 

-Victims of the Boston bombing 

-The homeless 

-Victims of the West, Texas tragedy 

- Syria 

- Paul Macri (Lora Schilder’s brother) 

May Birthdays 

4 - Alan Petrie 

6 - Donna Goodfriend 

8 - Hal Rance 

10 - Jesse Miller 
  Leanne Miller Hirshfield 
11 - Fay Brandis 

16 - Debbie Altdoerffer 

  Sara Coe 

17 - Sue Raitt 

18 - Paige Pavlot 

22 - Hannah Rosenstein 

 - Zachary Blanks 

 - Brooke Villiere 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

 

24 - Audrey Russo 

25 - Paul Dunn 

26 - Debbie LaFont 

29 - Dianne Tuttle 

31 - Elaine Mushtare 
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Scout Happenings  
 

We continued to work on Personal Fitness merit badge and we completed Public Speaking merit badge.  Meanwhile we 

have also been making plans for a 4-day trek this summer.   

 

We also preparing for a decrease in our numbers with 3 Scouts graduating from high school this year:  Brian Oehlsen, 

David Ross, and Zach Blanks and all who will be attending College in the Fall.  They have been great leaders and we 

will miss them. 

 

Submitted by Assistant Senior Patrol Leader Adam Blanks 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

May 3  Wilma & Gene Lawson 
 

May 13  Debbie & Tim LaFont 
 

May 20  Pat & Buzz Joseph 

Congratulations! 
 

Bev Miller’s daughter Wendy was one of 100 out of 

1500 teachers chosen to attend the Math/Science 

Teachers Academy in Jersey City this July.  Sponsored 

by Exxon/Mobil and Phil Mickelson, this program is 

“designed to provide third- through fifth-grade teachers 

with the knowledge and skills necessary to motivate 

students to pursue careers in science and math.”  

 

Wendy teaches third grade in Scottsville, Arizona.   

 



Don’t forget to check out Stone Church’s website.   

Visit stonepres.org for all the latest!!! 
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                                             May 2013 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
       

 

  10a Fair Trade 
Shoppe 

  
 
5:45p Brownies 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9a Choir 
 
10:30a Worship 
 
 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

7p Scouts 

 

 9a WEP 

  

 

   

 

10a Fair Trade 
Shoppe 

 

7p Taizé     
   worship 

  

 

10a – 2 p   

Pie Sale 

 

10a – 4p Fair 
Trade Shoppe 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9a Choir 
 
10:30a Worship  

  

 
 

7p Session  

 

  

 

 

7p Scouts 

 

 

  

  
   
 

 8:30a CAM 
 
10a Fair Trade 
Shoppe 
 
5:45p Brownies 

  
 
 

 

 8:30a Bible 
Study – 
Tiffany’s 

 

Tapestry 
concert 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9a Choir 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:30a 
Deacons 
 

2p The Way – 
movie & supper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Storytellers 

 

  

   

 

 

7p Scouts 

 

  

newsletter 
deadline 

 

  

  

 

10a Fair Trade 
Shoppe 

 

 

 

 

    

 

26 27 28 29 30 31    
9a Choir 
 
10:30a Worship  

 

 

 

 

3p Hope House 

5p Presbytery 
meeting – 
Lyons Falls 

 

7p Scouts 

 

  

 

10a Fair Trade 
Shoppe 
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Please note… 
 

The deadline for the June issue of 

the newsletter is Wednesday, May 

22.  Contact Midge Bakos, editor, 

at 853-2951 with questions or 

comments.   

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Carolyn 

Barnum, Bev Miller, and Doris Pryce 

who have collated, folded, taped and  

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone 

just for you! 




