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                                                Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m.  Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m.    
  

  JULY AT STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH            AUGUST AT CLINTON UNITED METHODIST  JULY AT STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH            AUGUST AT CLINTON UNITED METHODIST  

 
The July series of sermons by Rev. Dennis Dewey is called “Windows of Faith.” Each Sunday one of the four major 

stained glass windows in the front of the sanctuary will provide a focus for meditation, storytelling and reflection. 

 
July 7 July 7 July 7 July 7 –––– The SE Window  The SE Window  The SE Window  The SE Window ---- The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper The Lord’s Supper    
“The Good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 
John 10:1-21 Jesus declares himself to be the Good Shepherd. 

 
July 14 July 14 July 14 July 14 –––– The NE Window  The NE Window  The NE Window  The NE Window     

“I am the Alpha and the Omega.”  
Revelation 1:1-8 The Lord was, is and is to come. 

 
July 21 July 21 July 21 July 21 –––– The NW Window The NW Window The NW Window The NW Window    
“He will gather his wheat into the garner.” 
Hosea 14:1-7 and Matthew 3:1-2, 11-12 

 
    July 28 July 28 July 28 July 28 –––– The SW Window The SW Window The SW Window The SW Window 

                 “The Beloved Disciple” 
                    John 13, 19, 20, 21 (excerpts)  

 
               
  

 
 
 
 
  

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
   Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

        The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
                engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
                    as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

    

LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND     
SUNDAY SERVICESUNDAY SERVICESUNDAY SERVICESUNDAY SERVICE    
On the Village GreenOn the Village GreenOn the Village GreenOn the Village Green    

September 1, 9:30 a.m.September 1, 9:30 a.m.September 1, 9:30 a.m.September 1, 9:30 a.m.    
Rev. Dennis Dewey PreachingRev. Dennis Dewey PreachingRev. Dennis Dewey PreachingRev. Dennis Dewey Preaching    

Bring a lawn chair!Bring a lawn chair!Bring a lawn chair!Bring a lawn chair!    
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All Beautiful!                                                                                           
 
On June 17th I celebrated the 34th anniversary of  
my ordination at age 30 as Minister of Word and 
Sacrament. A week later I had my scheduled  

appointment with the Social Security Admini-
stration to sign up for Medicare. Time marches  
on, and, as the hymn title puts it, “All beautiful  
the march of days.” The changes in my life over 
those 34 years are amazing. Who could have 
imagined them? 
 
And who could have imagined the changes in  
the church over that same period of time: the  
precipitous decline in membership, the loss of  
children, youth and young adults, the changes in  
our culture that have “emptied the churches  
out,” the downsizing of church staffing from the  
General Assembly to the Presbytery to the local 
church itself. 
 
As the leadership of Stone Church grapples with issues of a changing reality, they do not out of fear or nostalgia for the 
past, but with a sense of adventure and hopefulness in the future. If God is doing a new thing, it’s time for us to get busy 
and find it! Our “coach” in this effort, the Rev. Dr. Tim Coombs, has had us undertake a survey of the congregation and 
its leadership to answer seven key questions. (You may find a representative sampling of the survey response on p. 3). 
 
The short of it is that there is an abundance of beauty about this church—and I mean the people, not the building. There 
is an overflowing of good cheer in this community of faith we call Stone Church, a sense of expectancy and hope as we 
face the future. The challenges have not diminished the joy of being church together and the appreciation for the caring 
of the people, the quality of our worship life, and the support of our mission. 
 
We’ll be making some bold decisions over the next couple years as regards the shape of our life together as a community 
of faith, the goals of our ministry and mission, the use of our building, the pattern of our staffing—all of it driven by our 
sense of God’s call to be what we are called to be and to do what we are called to do in a rapidly changing culture. It will 
require that all of us seek to cultivate that sense of adventure, a willingness to experiment (and learn from our failures), a 
suspension of our “druthers” for the sake of our common mission and a healthy dose of ready forgiveness. 
 
In the same year that the present Stone Church building was completed an upstate New York poet was born, and around 
the turn of the century she wrote that hymn whose title I quoted above, the concluding stanza of which might just serve 
as a mantra for us as we go together into God’s beautiful future: 
 

O Thou from whose unfathomed law the year in beauty flows, 
Thyself the vision passing by in crystal and in rose, 

Day unto day doth utter speech, and night to night proclaim, 
In ever changing words of light, the wonder of thy name. 
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Rev. William Patterson, Elder Shirley Hart (my mother-in-law),  
Rev. Gerald Platz, Candidate Dennis Dewey, Rev. William Loan, 
Rev. Keith Dewey (my father), 1st Presbyterian Church, 
Waterville, June 17, 1979 
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RESPONSES TO OUR STONE CHURCH SURVEY 
 

1. What is most important to you about this congregation? 

Most of the answers cited “caring,” “fellowship,” “love,” “community,” “good feeling.” 
Other answers included appreciation for the “perseverance,” “acceptance,” “enthusiasm,” 
“action orientation.” 

 

2. What do you worry most about when you think about this congregation? 

Most expressed a fear of loss of energy and commitment as numbers decline, the financial 
outlook, the aging of the congregation, the continuing lack of children and youth, reach-
ing a number “too small” to sustain viability. 

 
3. If you could change one thing about this congregation at the drop of a hat, what would it be? 

 The answers were all over the waterfront. Here’s a sampling: 
 If we were to go out and proclaim with joy what we do here at this church, we’d grow not only in numbers but in 
faith./ I would have more music—lively music! / Engage our younger folks into more activity / How do you or why 
would you change perfection? / More guest speakers / We would be at least 20 years younger! / One thing to change 
… Energy level/ more Bible studies /4 more men in the choir / Be open and support radical change in our building, 
and future configuration / Shorter service / Increase a community outreach 

 
4. What are a few of the important stories you were told about this church when you were new to Stone? 

 A sampling: I heard the Sunday School was good. / That the choir was excellent. / History of church building.  Sto-
ries about organist – choir – 1960’s. / The fire.  The bowling alley. Christmas Eve service. Thomas Hastings. Found-
ing of the congregation in 1791 on the green. / Stories regarding “Groups” that used to be instrumental in bringing 
people of the congregation together./ The longevity of ministers and congregation. / the choir 

 

5. What three hymns do we sing regularly in our worship that have particular meaning for you? 
 Be Thou My Vision / On Eagle’s Wings / How Great Thou Art (3 times) / Morning Has Broken (3 times) / Take My 

Life /  All Hail the Power of Jesus Name./ Spirit. / Here I am Lord (4 times) / Let Us Break Bread Together / Amazing 

Grace (3 times) / Great is Thy Faithfulness / Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (2 times) / Lord of the Dance (2 

times) / Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah / All Creatures of Our God and King / Dear Lord and Father of Mankind / 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian / Come Ye Thankful People Come / When Morning Gilds the Skies /Holy, Holy, Holy / 

Lift High the Cross / Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty / Fairest Lord Jesus / There is a Balm in Gilead / On An-

gels Wings [NOTE: Some cited hymns we do not sing!] 

 
6. What is your impression of the most prevalent themes in our Prayers of Confession? 

 Most of the answers to this challenging question appropriately cited the function of the Prayer as calling us to an 
awareness of our sin and accepting with joy the gift of God's forgiveness. 

 

7.  What have been the three most important events in Stone’s life over the last five years? 

 Nearly all the responses cited the introduction of biblical storytelling in  
 worship and as an annual epic as well as the storytelling festivals. Other  
 comments expressed appreciation for the pastor’s contribution in the area  
 of worship and leadership. Another theme was the blossoming of the Fair  
 Trade Shoppe and the church’s commitment to mission and helping those  
 in need. 



No Cooking Necessary! 
 
Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 
members and friends who faithfully serve 
dinner each month at Hope House.  (See 
the list on this page.) Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated!   

 
As always, volunteers are needed on the fourth Monday 
of each month at 3:00 p.m. Questions?  Call Ceil  
Gilbert, 853-8289. 

Hope House’s Wish List   
 
Here’s the wish list for June: coffee, hot chocolate, 
sugar, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, and prayers.  
Please leave items in the Norton Room.  Questions?  
Call Ceil Gilbert, 853-8289. 
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Country Pantry’s needs continue. 
 
Once again the Country Pantry is distributing kids paks 
for June-August.  Bags with the requested items listed 
are available in the Pantry's basket.  If it is too much for 
one person, perhaps several can together fill a pak.  
Last year 450 paks were distributed to children ages 3-
18.  This is in addition to the family's monthly distribu-
tion in order to help with the loss of the school meal 
program during the summer.  
 
As always, contributions of all kinds are welcomed. 
Birthday paks are going well.  Each child receives a 
cake mix, frosting, candles and decorations to help 
celebrate their special day. These items may also be 
dropped off during the summer months as well. 
 
Judy LaGasse 

Thank you notes 
 
There are many kinds of ministry that taken together 
constitute the mission of Stone Presbyterian Church.  
We are grateful for all who minister in ways great and 
small.  This month we extend our thanks to . . . 
 

. . . Carolyn Barnum for sending a bulletin, along with 
a personal note, to our homebound friends each week. 
 

. . . Carolyn Barnum and Trudi Christeler for folding 
the bulletins each week.  
 

. . . Scott Leonard, Chris Menard, Shelly Coe, John 
Menard, John Stiefvater, and others for counting the 
offering on Sunday mornings. 
 

. . . Midge Bakos, Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, 
Bev Miller, Ceil Gilbert, and Doris Pryce for collating 
The Corner Stone each month. 
 
Note: If you’d like to express thanks for a service  

ministry someone has done, please let us know and 

we’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

CHURCH  PICNIC 
 

Sunday, July 28th   3:00-? 

 

Chris and John Menard’s home 

8153 Kellogg Street 

 
You won’t want to miss this.  It is going to be great fun!!!   

We will have lots of good food and drinks.  There will be games for all ages.   
Let’s hope for a  gorgeous day because the Menards have a beautiful pool.  (Anyone for pool volleyball?)   

If by any chance the weather doesn’t cooperate the picnic will be inside. 
 

The Rances will be helping to plan the food.  You can contact them or they will contact you. 
 

We are hoping for 100% attendance!!!   There is a sign up sheet at Church. 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

The “Game Room”/ Boy Scout’s Room Storied History 
 
For over forty years the area below the sanctuary was nothing but a dirt cellar. In 1921 the newly formed Men’s Club 
with well over fifty active members decided to remedy the situation. The men led by their president Elbert Mattoon pre-
sented to the board of trustees a plan to grade and replace the dirt floor with 3 inches of concrete on the west side toward 
Williams Street. Their 5-step plan also included side walls and ceiling along the left center aisle of the basement—at no 
expense to the trustees. Over the winter of 1921 and 1922 under the direction of Rev. Andrew Keener over 50 men 
pitched in to excavate the basement under half of the building and lay the existing concrete floors. 

  
The men had something else on their agenda. Not long after, the Men’s Club also presented to the 
trustees a plan for installing two bowling alleys donated from Hamilton College. Again the work and 
materials would be entirely financed by the Men’s Club—a group that held monthly meetings that 
included suppers and speakers from our local area. The men also sponsored Father and Son Banquets. 
Later table shuffleboard as well as floor shuffleboard was added. When you read the trustee notes, the 
area is referred to as the “Game Room.” The men used their own expertise to maintain the alleys with 
sanders and other materials and they furnished their own bowling pins. These facilities were used not 
only by the men but by youth fellowship groups, Girl and Boy Scouts, Presbyterian youth rallies and 
in small part by the community.  In the early 1970’s a teen center was implemented but finding adequate volunteer  
supervision for such a large  group of teens posed a problem.  Therefore the program was discontinued. 

 
The table shuffleboard was either sold or given to the fire department in the early 1950’s (the 
notes are not clear) in order to construct two nursery rooms. One of those rooms is now used for 
Troop 9 and the other for storage. When the Men’s Club ceased to exist, the bowling alleys were 
no longer properly maintained and became warped—not conducive to good scores obviously. The 
alleys needed to be removed and one of the Scouts took on this project not only to earn an Eagle 
Scout badge but to create a more useable space for Scout activity. In prior years scouts met in the 
dining room. 
 
      

 Midge Bakos  

Trivia questions 
 

This month’s puzzle:   

 Who was the Scout who removed the bowling alleys? 
 Answer will appear in next month’s issue. 

 

Last month’s puzzle:  

 Who were the first resident directors of the ABC (A Better Chance) Program?   
 Answer:  They were Gil and Mickey Adams who paved the way in a new program  
  handling 8 teenagers from different cities that proved to be quite a challenge.   
 
 How long did they serve?    
 Answer: They served for 4 years when most directors generally take the position for two years.  
 
       
   Midge Bakos 
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Do you know someone who could use 
a Helping Hand?   
 

LutheranCare Helping Hands Companions can come to 
your home to help with housekeeping, laundry and 
cooking, while offering companionship. We provide 
transportation and run errands. For those caring for a 
loved one, we offer the respite you need.  
 

Serving individuals in Oneida and Herkimer counties, 
24 hours and 7 days/week, with insured, bonded, and 
compassionate staff.  
 

For more information call Kathy Leslie at 235-7196. 

The Labyrinth is available in the Stone Church 
sanctuary for those who would like to use it for prayer 
and meditation. The church is open Monday through 
Thursday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In addition, the 
church is open Thursdays while the Fair Trade Shoppe 
is open until 6:30 p.m. 

Mission, Stewardship and Support Team 
 
June 16 was designated Blanket+ Sunday, with the donated funds being used to support Church World Service activities 
in both the United States and overseas. Our offering has totaled a most generous $775. Thank you so very much. This 
strong support shown by you all for this mission project is very much appreciated. 
 

Our July Mission activity will be the preparation of meals for the Your Neighbors meals program, a service designed to 
provide nourishing, easily heated meals for the homebound. Friends and members are asked to donate money which will 
be used to purchase meat, potatoes and vegetables which will be fixed in the reheatable trays provided by Your 
Neighbors. Clearly marked donations can be mailed to the Church office or given to Mary Ann Stiefvater after worship 
on Sundays. Tuesday, July 9 at 10 AM, members of the Mission team will be meeting at church to fix this food. 
 

While no special mission activity has been scheduled for August, please do not forget to support our two ongoing  
Mission projects: the Country Pantry and Hope House. Hunger and the need to provide for individuals and families in 
need does not take a summer vacation. 
 

Thank you.  Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Blankets+ Sunday Thank You 
 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1 NRSV) 
 
Through your very generous giving during our designated Blankets + Sunday, you have 
truly helped Church World Service provide God’s strength by supporting and transforming 
lives and communities both in our country and oversees. 
Our donation of  $775 will be used towards the following as necessary: 
 

♦ $100 can enable women to receive a microcredit loan thereby improving both the  
  life of her family and her community 
♦ $200 can provide a struggling farm family with a draft animal to increase their harvest and to carry goods 
♦ $350 provides blankets and/or care kits to 70 people displaced by a disaster 
♦ $500 can provide seeds and tools for 30 families thereby enabling them to feed themselves and generate income 
 

I sincerely thank you for your generosity. 
 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 



Deacons’ Corner 
 

Have you ever thought about how we, as the Church, are a part of Christ’s Body?  

Christ is the Head & we make up the Body. 

 

“Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body” 

Colossians 1:18 

 

Now think of your own body. We have so many different parts that contribute to making us a whole - and each part has a 

job to do.  There are muscles, bones, cells, blood, the brain, all the organs etc…..yet, none of these parts are more impor-

tant than the other. If one part isn’t functioning the way intended, we don’t function as well as if ALL parts are working 

together. 

 

That’s exactly like the Church ! 
 

We each have been blessed with a gift(s), that when used together with others’ gift(s), allows the Church to be a well 

functioning body – the Body of Christ. 

 

However, sometimes we run into difficulties and our “body” isn’t running at 100%.  Perhaps it’s a health issue, maybe a 

family crisis, could be a job related problem, loss of a loved one, having “down days,” taking care of a spouse in new 

ways  –  but whatever the difficulty may be, God has provided a gift to “comfort” and “support” us through these times. 

 

That gift is your Church family…..especially the Deacons.  We feel we are blessed by God to be  His “arms of care.”  

Please do not hesitate to call on any of us whenever you feel the need.  We are here for you and want to bring His com-

fort to those who need it. 

                                           __________________________________________________ 

 

Again, we want to thank all of you for your donations of money the first Sunday of the month. This month your money 

has provided gift cards to our graduates, some money to help someone in need, coffee, etc. for coffee hour, a celebration 

cake…....just to name a few.  Because of all your generosity we are able to do so much. 

 

Also, since this is the July-August Newsletter……a little reminder.  Following  

Church on September 15th the Deacons will be having a luncheon and fun  

program after Church. Mark your calendars now! It will be fun to get together  

after a nice summer and share some conversation…and some laughs. 

 

Board of Deacons:  

Gil Adams, Sue Forbes, Jim Gavett, Emily Hughes, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Hal Rance, Linda Rance 
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Fair Trade Shoppe 
 

The Shoppe is well-stocked for the summer!  Come see 

us at the Farmers Market every Thursday during the 

summer. This year we are in need of more workers, 

since we will not take everything over to the Green.  

We will keep our regular Thursday hours of 10-6:30 in 

the church. Please note that we will close at 4:00 p.m. 

on Thursday, July 4. 

 

Please contact Lauralyn Kolb if you are willing to help. 

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile  
 

Thursday, July 18; 1:30-6:30 p.m.  

VFW Post 9591, Franklin Ave., Clinton   
 

New and past blood donors are needed.  Call Marcia 

Knapp, 737-9376, or email Rudge44@aol.com to 

schedule an appointment in this air-conditioned facility.  

Walk-ins are essential to meet the increased goal due to  

summer shortages.   

 

This blood drive is sponsored by the Kirkland Commu-

nity Organizations.  



Remember in Prayer 
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

 

- Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

- Eleanor Palmer 

- Jack Price 

- Kogut family 

- Pavlot family 

- Jim Royce 

- Joseph Pavlot 

- Gidget Royce-Pavlot 

- Sarah Ziegler 

- Lauralyn Kolb’s mother and family  

- Susan Conner (Paul Dunn’s sister)  

- Family of Pat Coe (Ken’s mother)  

- Whittemore family 

- Isabelle (Donna Goodfriend’s niece) 

- Helen & John Monohan (Chris Menard’s parents) 

- Frank Milana and family 

- Larry & Gail Losch 

- Barb Rance, Hal’s sister 

- Roger Locke, Doris’ son 

- Victims of the Boston bombing 

- The homeless 

- Victims of the West, Texas tragedy 

- Syria 

- Paul Macri (Lora Schilder’s brother) 

- Cyndi Syracuse (Hal Rance’s daughter) 

- Victims of the Oklahoma tornadoes 

 

July Birthdays 

3 - Natalie Wrege 

4 - Michele Christeler 

6 - Steven Zuchowski Sr. 

9 - Fred Kaiser 

11 - Sherry Robinson 

13 - Gary LaGasse 

17 - Shirley Williams 

19 - James Zuchowski 

  Matthew Zuchowski 

20 - Jeffrey Kolb 

  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 

  Jessie Coe 

23 - Jack Altdoerffer 

  Sarah Rosenstein 

Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Visit stonepres.org for all the latest!!! 

26 - Carole Flinn 

  Richard M. Willson 

  Gina Stagliano 

27 - Pam Denison 

28 - Randy Mushtare 

 - Elizabeth Smith 

29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

31 - Jack Denison 
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What do Presbyterians believe ...?  
 

Ever wondered?  You can find out by going to 

www.pcusa.org/today/believe/believe.htm. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

July 9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 

July 9  Leanne Miller & Ben Hirshfield 

July 15  Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

August 27 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

1 - Kristen Goodfriend 

5 - Lauralyn Kolb 

7 - Trudi Christeler 

9 - Jonathan LaFont 

11 - Susan Forbes 

13 - Clayton Whittemore 

  Nicholas Stagliano 

  David Blanks 

16 - David Forbes 

19 - James Hyde 

  Lora Schilder 

21 - Germaine Gogel 

22 - Rob Kolb 

24 - Linda Rance 

  Debbie Zuchowski 

25 - Richard Raitt 

  John Menard 

  Caitlyn Copfer 

26 - Joe Pavlot 

 - Ken Coe 

27 - Pam Blanks 

29 - Sarah Machold 

  Robert Ferguson 

August Birthdays 

Extra key? 
 

Do you have a key to the Williams Street 

door that you are not using?  Please turn it 

in to the church office so that others can 

use the keys when needed.  Thank you! 
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July calendar highlights 
 

July  7, 14, 21, 28  9:30  Worship at Stone with Dennis Dewey 
 

  4, 11, 18, 25  10:00-4:30 Fair Trade Shoppe at Farmers Market 

     10:00-6:30 Fair Trade Shoppe in Stone Church 
 

     9      10:00 a.m. Meals for Your Neighbors 
  

  13   10:00-4:00 Fair Trade Shoppe in Stone Church  
  

  22   3:00  Hope House 
  

  28   10:30  Session/Deacons’ meeting 

     3:00-?  Picnic - Menards’ home 

August calendar highlights 
 

August  4, 11, 18, 25  9:30  Worship at CUMC with Jeff Hale 
  

 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  10:00-4:30 Fair Trade Shoppe at Farmers Market 

     10:00-6:30 Fair Trade Shoppe in Stone Church 
  

 10   10:00-4:00 Fair Trade Shoppe in Stone Church 
  

  11   10:30  Deacons’ meeting 
   

  26   3:00  Hope House 

High School grads Zach 

Blanks and Owen Reynolds 

were honored  

at a reception following  

worship Sunday, June 16.    

Summer Office Hours   
 

The church office will be open from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday during July and August.  The 

office will be closed on Fridays. 

 

 

 

 

 

High School  

graduation  

2013 
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Home Phone: 797-1163; Cell (emergencies): 790-2214 
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Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
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Summer Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.; Church Office summer hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday  

Please note… 
 

The deadline for the September  

issue of the newsletter is Monday, 

August 19.  Contact Midge Bakos, 

editor, at 853-2951 with questions 

or comments.   

Newsletter team 
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos,  

Carolyn Barnum, Trudi Christeler, 

and Bev Miller who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone just for you!   




