
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

          WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
 

 

September 4, 2016 (Labor Day Weekend)  
          Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m.  

                  on the Village Green  

  (or inside Stone Church with inclement weather) 

  

 

 

WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE STARTING SEPTEMBER 11 AT 10:30 A.M. 

(Choir practice at 9:00 a.m. – all are welcomed!) 

 

 

September 11, 2016 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28   The hot wind of God’s judgment blows. 

Psalm 14   The Lord looks for those who seek after God. 

1 Timothy 1:12–17   Paul expresses gratitude for God’s great mercy. 

Luke 15:1–13   Parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin  

Sermon: ―Gone Astray‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

 

 

September 18, 2016 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 8:18–9:1   There is no balm in Gilead to soothe the prophet’s grief. 

Psalm 79:1–9   A plea for God to deliver Israel. 

1 Timothy 2:1–7   God wants everyone to be made whole. 

Luke 16:1–13   A clever steward develops a clever strategy.  

Sermon: ―Make the Wounded Whole‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  

  

 

September 25, 2016 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15   God’s plan for the redemption of Israel. 

Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16   God is our refuge; God is our strength. 

1 Timothy 6:6–19   Share all things from the God who gives us enough. 

Luke 16:19–31   Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus  

Guest preacher  

September 2016September 2016  



 

Before and After 
 

We often think about how things were before and after an event.  Before and after a 

wedding.  Before and after a birth of a child.  Before and after the death of a loved 

one.  September can be like that for many people: before and after your first day of 

school (though in many parts of the country that takes place in August), before and 

after the last day of summer (culturally, Labor Day on September 5 this year, but sea-

sonally the autumnal equinox at 10:21 a.m. EDT September 22, 2016), before and 

after the start of the football season (September 8 for NFL; college football started 

August 26).   

 

This year I’m reminded of an event known only by its date—September 11, or more commonly, 9/11.  It comes to mind 

because after spending August with our Methodist friends at 9:30 a.m. down the road at their place, September 11, 2016 

will be our first regular worship at 10:30 a.m. at Stone Church.  It will also be the 15th anniversary of those four airplane 

attacks between 8:46 a.m. and 10:20 a.m. on that fateful Tuesday in 2001.  The world and our lives were irrevocably 

changed after that and it arguably set the course for the 21st century. To sum up in one word the impact I would say  

security.   

 

Despite the warning signs for over a decade, before 9/11 most Americans felt reasonably safe and secure and were bliss-

fully (pointedly?) ignorant or indifferent to the affairs outside our borders.  After 9/11 we severely tightened up security 

at airports and buildings, allowed increased surveillance of everyone, and even created a whole new cabinet department, 

Homeland Security. 

 

But arguably the bigger impact was psychological.  And even after all this time just last year psychoanalyst Charles B. 

Strozier from John Jay College of Criminal Justice was quoted in the International Business Times, saying, "Despite the 

technological advantages, relative safety and general happiness, there's also a bit of fear. Beneath everything there’s a 

profound malaise about life and uncertainty about the future, because now we’ve opened up a new dimension that  

reverses the natural sequence of how things have always been."  

 

Of course ―the natural sequence of how things have always been‖ has never been true.  There has always been uncer-

tainty and suffering. If life has been good to us, though, we often try to ignore those issues so as not to disrupt our own 

happiness. Ignorance may be bliss (for a while), but it is not what Christians are called to be.  Jesus continually reminded 

people not to be complacent, not to look out for ―number one,‖ and not to ignore those in need.  Our security cannot 

come from anything in this world, but only in our trust in the Lord.  We need to be in the world doing God’s work, but 

not be of the world where the focus is on the ephemeral and not the eternal.   

 

The most commonly repeated phrase in the whole Bible is literally, ―Fear not!‖ (translated as ―Have no fear!‖ or ―Do not 

be afraid!‖)  It’s probably the most common because we constantly need to be reminded that God is with us, not just on 

Sundays, not just when we’re feeling ―religious,‖ but all the time.  It is we who put up the barriers, not God.   

 

―There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.‖ (1 John 14:18a)  So we should not be nostalgic with rose-

colored glasses for how things were before nor anxious about how they will be after because our faith is in God and we 

know God loves us. Now and forever.   

 

Shalom,  
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Mission News − September 2016 
 

As September and our reconvening at Stone Church approach, I have been considering our many and varied opportuni-

ties for mission activities. I also have been dreaming how wonderful it would be to respond to the entire gamut of local, 

national and international needs. Unfortunately, such actions can only be a dream. Committed though we be, we cannot 

do all things for all people.  

 

Nevertheless I am always in awe of Stone Church’s serious commitment to mission that stems from our strong belief in a 

responsibility to share the bounty with which we are blessed, a willingness to help others despite our size, and our ongo-

ing affirmation of the dignity and brotherhood of all peoples.  

 

As a small congregation, we also know that by joining our mission actions with the efforts of others, we are able to have 

a greater impact than if we worked independently. Therefore we have chosen to consistently support our Building 

Stones Fair Trade Shoppe that features items distributed in a way that enables world-wide small producers to earn a 

fair wage in humane working conditions; The Country Pantry, an ecumenical activity whose mission is to provide sup-

plemental food and related items to needy families and individuals residing in the local area; Hope House, a Utica soup 

kitchen and shelter providing meals and a safe haven to the city’s neediest; and the Presbyterian Mission Agency (and 

affiliated agencies) that work on national and international humanitarian relief efforts. During our 2016 and 2017 church 

year, this focus will be unchanged. The majority of our mission efforts will be towards these agencies. However, for this 

September mission communication, I want to highlight two mission efforts. 

 

The Country Pantry:  During the last year, it has been obvious that physically bringing food stuffs and supplies 

for the Country Pantry on a monthly basis is extremely difficult for some, regardless of the desire to contribute. 

Therefore, in an effort to provide another way to help, starting in September, our loose offering collected during 

the third Sunday of each month will be dedicated to the Country Pantry. Please mark your calendars so that the 

extra change that weighs down our purses and pockets can be put to good use by the Country Pantry. And re-

member, this does not eliminate the need for physically supplying those items Judy LaGasse reminds us to do-

nate. It merely will help those unable to do so.  

 

Presbyterian Mission Agency:  We would be terribly remiss to not respond as quickly as possible to the needs 

created by the terrible flooding in the southern part of our country, particularly in Louisiana. While our prayers 

are certainly needed, donations to provide for the multitude of needs created are also a necessity. The Presbyte-

rian Disaster Agency is responding to flood relief efforts and is accepting donations. We will be taking a special 

collection for the agency’s efforts on our first Sunday back in Stone Church, September 11. Additionally, 

donations (cash or checks) can be sent to the Stone Church office at Stone Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 33, 

Clinton, NY 13323. Checks can be made out to Stone Church with the memo noted as ―PDA flood relief.‖ 

Please be generous in your support of all those affected by this disaster. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all on September 11 and look forward to the months ahead as we all work to creatively and 

enthusiastically respond to our call to be a mission oriented congregation. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

 

Church Retreat 
 

Elders, Deacons, and anyone else:  reserve Saturday, October 1, 2016 for a planning retreat.  It will be held at 

Stone Church from 9:00 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m.  We’ll follow up on what we started last year and develop 

plans for the coming year. Questions? See Scott Leonard. 
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When can I use the labyrinth? 
 

The labyrinth is available in the 

Stone Church sanctuary for 

those who would like to use it 

for prayer and meditation. The 

church is open Monday through 
Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Also, the church is open 

Thursdays while the Fair Trade Shoppe is open until 

6:30 p.m. 

Find us on FaceBook 
 

Besides our web page (stonepres.org) you can also find 

Stone Church at www.facebook.com/stonepres!  We 

use our FaceBook page for more frequent updates of 

events and commentary on the activities in our church 

and around us. Check it out! 

Welcome Back Luncheon 
September 11, 2016 

 

Hopefully everyone had a nice summer….and was able to stay cool!!!!  It was nice, as usual, joining with the Clinton 

Methodist Church for July and August.  It is nice to worship with them and renew our friendships.   

    

On our first Sunday back at Stone we invite everyone to join us after Church for lunch and a program.  It will be nice to 

see and visit with our Church family. Pat Joseph will be presenting the program.  As you know, Pat attended the PC 

(USA) 222nd General Assembly in Portland, Oregon this summer. We are looking forward to hearing from her about this 

wonderful experience. 

    

Also, we are trying to raise money for a new Christmas tree for the sanctuary.  The old one has 

been repaired too many times…..and we are definitely in need of a new one. The Deacons and 

The Women’s Association have both pledged money toward a new tree…but we still need a 

little more.  At the luncheon there will be a free will offering for those who wish to help with the 

purchase. If you are unable to attend the luncheon and would like to make a contribution, please 

see any of the Deacons.  

    

Looking forward to seeing you all on the  11th.      

Stone Storytellers to meet 7:00 p.m. Monday September 19 
 

The Stone Storytellers focus on the spiritual dimension of learning the texts of scripture by 

heart, on improving their skills, and on taking what they have to offer out to other churches. 

We are uniquely blessed by God to have these gifted and committed people who so eagerly 

share the joy and vitality of telling the sacred texts by heart. We always welcome newcomers! 

 

The Stone Storytellers meet monthly at Stone Church (usually on 

the third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.) to tell stories and 

make plans for telling the texts by heart in worship. Over 50 texts 

from the Revised Common Lectionary are learned and told by 

heart in worship every year. 

 

For more details see Scott Leonard. 
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Historical Period Revisited — A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

 

―Old Stone Church‖ — l834-1835 
 

In the year 1833, ―The Old White Meeting house‖ had become somewhat decayed and its architecture was out of style. 

Its location also was considered unsuitable. If you recall from the pictures, the old church stood on a knoll which has 

long since been removed. The trustees decided to erect a new church and eventually remove the structure the members 

had labored to build. Not much is written about this new enterprise and researching old deeds leaves me scratching my 

head in frustration 

  

The Stone Church was built approximately on the present site of what is now the 

Clinton Florist Shop. The masonry was done by Charles Wilcox and Richard Hardell 

costing $8,000. Note the picture to the left kindly donated from Mel and Evelyn Ed-

wards postcard collection. The lightning-rod, gilt ball, weathercock, star and the bell 

were transferred from the old church. The furnace was saved but it’s not clear if it 

was used. 

  

Orrin Gridley as head of the trustees and our local banker lived on the easterly side 

of the church. He wrote up the mortgage dated April 8, 1835 for $8,000. In March of 

that same year, the trustees had authorized the sale of the ―meeting-house‖ to be sold 

at public auction on March 17, 1835. It was sold to William Allen for $175 and he 

was instructed to remove the structure by June l835. William Allen used the wood 

for the old ―Root House‖ on East Park Row. After several owners and major im-

provements the building is now ―Across the Row Bistro.‖ 

  

 In the new stone edifice there was an organ purchased by George Bristol—cost and 

from what company is unknown. According to George’s original subscription list from January 22, 1837, he had raised 

$355. However about twenty years later in 1859 the church decided to buy a new organ from Andrews and Son of Utica 

for $1,220. The keyboard was to be in front of the organ exactly the same as the organ in the Westminster Church of 

Utica, and the various stops were to be equal in power and quality exactly like the Westminster organ. The Ladies of the 

Society gave $233.31 toward the cost and the remaining was raised by subscription from the members--half payable by 

September 1, 1859 and the balance by March 1, 1860. 

  

During Rev. Wayne Gridley’s five-year tenure, the issue of slavery was dealt with in a responsible Christian manner de-

claring slavery a political, social, and moral evil. In 1864, the church became Presbyterian, severing its relations with the 

Oneida Association of Congregational Churches in part because of the distance to travel and also because many times 

business at the Association could not be transacted for a lack of a quorum. By 1869 major repairs were needed and in the 

same time frame they added a wooden chapel at the rear of the church making more room for the Sabbath school begun 

in 1818. 

  

Six years after Dr. Hudson’s installation, the fateful fire of July 10, 1876 caused the destruction of this historic structure, 

including the wooden chapel and adjoining block—total loss to the congregation was $47,000. The first clock purchased 

from Cazenovia, NY in 1949 struck four before crashing to the ground. Linked to the community by sacred and pleasant 

memories, the people were disheartened but voted a week later at a congregational meeting ―to rebuild at once.‖ 

 

(to be continued in next month’s newsletter) 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Don’t forget the  

Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in 

mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose 

money collected on those Sun-

days goes to support the minis-

try of the Deacons. 

 

Questions? Speak with any of 

the Deacons - Mary Chamber-

lain, Gary LaGasse, Judy La-

Gasse, Emily Massi, Bev 

Miller, Hal Rance, Linda 

Rance, or Brooke Villiere. 

 
 

 
 

The Sanctuary Choir will resume on Sunday morning, September 11. 

We rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:00 A.M. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If just one of the following describes you, we hope you will join us in the choir loft on Sunday mornings: 

You enjoy singing. 

You think you might enjoy singing if you ever tried it. 

Your mother always wanted you to be a singer. 

Your 6th-grade chorus director stuck you in the back row. 

You heard someone sing once. 
  

There is no midweek rehearsal; we simply gather on Sunday morning, 

rehearse, and provide choral music for the morning's service. 

 

“If I don’t praise him, the rocks are gonna cry out, 

“Glory and honor! Glory and honor!” [traditional spiritual] 

Recipe of the Month 
Thanks to Ceil Gilbert for sharing her quiche recipe with us this month. 
 

Zucchini Quiche 

 

1 8 oz. pkg. crescent rolls 

3 ½ -4 cups thinly sliced zucchini 

1 Tbsp. butter 

salt & pepper to taste 

1 small to medium onion, chopped or grated 

¼ cup dill weed - use sparingly - or to taste 

2 eggs beaten slightly 

1 cup cubed Monterey Jack cheese 

parsley, if on hand 

 

Line a 9‖ pie plate (or quiche dish or square dish) with rolls. Sautee zucchini 

and onion in melted butter. Add salt, pepper and dill and put in dish. Pour eggs 

over, sprinkle cheese on top, then parsley. Bake at 350° for 30-40 minutes. 

Note: Recipe doubles easily. 

  Music at Stone Church 

Glory and Honor!! 

 Glory and Honor!! 
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Credos Revisited 
 

Thank you for participating in reviving our credos this past year. We’re continuing the idea into the year 2016. ―Credo‖ 

is the Latin word for ―I believe.‖ If submitting a statement of faith sounds less intimidating than the word ―credo‖ — so 

be it. The statement of faith needs only be a paragraph or two but the process does take some time, prayer and prepara-

tion. Perhaps it could be an outgrowth of your daily devotion. Think about life experiences or struggles that may have 

shaped your life. How did you come by your faith? Were there mentors that especially guided you? Was your relation-

ship with God a gradual progression?  

 

Please let Ceil Gilbert or Midge Bakos know if you would like to share your credo or statement of faith. 

 

This month we present Rob Kolb’s statement of faith. 

This I Believe… 
 

For me, God has always been most present through music.  ―How lovely is your dwell-

ing place, O Lord of hosts‖ (Psalm 84:1) never has more meaning than when being sung 

to the music of Brahms. 

 

As a child, I attended the Longview United Methodist church in Kansas City, Mo., from 

about age seven, but it was not really until I began singing in the chapel choir as a stu-

dent at Occidental College (in exchange for voice lessons!) that I think I truly began to 

find God.  Singing important texts to music that had both emotional and intellectual 

depth captured me, and I was then helped along on my journey by reading lots of 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and C. S. Lewis, not to mention many late-night ethical and theo-

logical discussions with the beautiful young woman who would in time become my 

wife. 

 

God pulled me in to the point that I spent the first year after college working as a lay 

assistant minister at that Methodist church back in Kansas City, and then I began a  

Doctor of Ministry program at the Claremont (CA) School of Theology.  It was during this time that I began to under-

stand that being called to God did not necessarily mean being called to the ministry, finally deciding that I could be (and 

in the end, should be) an effective person of God as a lay person involved in music.  And so I left seminary after a year, 

spent a year working four days a week as a bank teller in downtown Los Angeles while spending Wednesdays at the 

Covenant Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles, directing four choirs (K-2 at 3:30, 2-6 at 4:30, jr.-sr. high school at 5:30, 

and adult choir at 7:30), while studying music theory and history in the evenings in order to begin work the following 

fall on a master’s in choral conducting.  And here I am several decades later…. 

 

I believe that God speaks to us in many ways:  through private reflection, which we often call prayer; through the words 

and actions of other people; through the beauty of the natural world; and through the creative spirit that causes human-

kind to create artistic expressions in which God can be found, expressions that may be beautiful or challenging or even 

horrific, but which serve as gateways through which we may find a small taste of the divine.  For me, the most powerful 

of these is music.  Music to be heard, to be sure, but even more, music to be made, for the active involvement of body, 

mind, and soul in creating music brings me a sense of the Creator that passive listening seldom approaches. 

 

Rob Kolb 
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:   
 

 Food: breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot  

 chocolate, butter or margarine 

 Toiletries: deodorant, shampoo, conditioner 

 Paper goods: napkins, toilet paper 

 

Please leave items in the narthex.  

Questions?  Contact Ceil Gilbert. 

Country Pantry Update 
 

The Country Pantry would like to thank everyone for 

making the summer program a success. Over 240 chil-

dren received their own kids-pak for the months of 

June - August. 

 

In September and October we will be 

collecting boxes of different types of 

potatoes as well as bagged candy to 

get ready for Halloween. The candy 

must be in by October 16th to meet 

the distribution deadline. 

 

 

 Questions?  

 See Judy LaGasse.  

Fair Trade Artisans  
 

Our Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, at Stone Presbyterian Church, 

8 South Park Row, Clinton offers a wide variety of unique handmade 

items from 37 different under-developed countries.  Our mission is to 

help people in these countries lift themselves out of poverty by selling 

their products. You can help people like Maaria (pictured) by shopping 

with us.  Our hours are 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at the 

church, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. every Thursday at the Farmer’s Market on 

the Village Green, with extended hours to 6 p.m. on third Thursdays, 

and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on second Saturdays at the church. We offer gift 

certificates, accept credit cards and are handicapped accessible. The 

entrance to our church shop is on Williams Street.  For more informa-

tion, call 315-853-2933, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like 

us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
 

Thank you! 
 

A very special ―thank you‖ 

to John and Chris Menard 

for hosting the church pic-

nic this summer. What an 

absolute perfect day. The 

temperature was just around 

80 with plenty of sunshine.   

 

Several of our members enjoyed the beautiful pool.  

Many others enjoyed lawn games…..bean bag toss, 

ladder ball and even golf. There was also a maple syrup 

tasting event! And, of course…the food was out-

standing. Presbyterians sure are great cooks and bakers. 

    

It was such fun visiting with everyone, telling stories 

and as always…lots and lots of laughs. So again…

thank you John and Chris for opening up your beautiful 

home to all of us.  You are the best!!!! 
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  Deacons’ Corner 
   

                WHAT I DID ON MY SUMMER VACATION 

OR 

I DON’T KNOW WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE WORLD 

 

   When I was trying to think of what I wanted to write for my September article, I couldn’t help but think back to my 

childhood.  Going back to school in September usually meant the teacher would ask us to write or tell about what we 

did on our summer vacation.  They were all pretty much the same….riding our bikes, going swimming, having  

cook-outs, playing with all the neighborhood kids, visiting our grandparents and maybe a family vacation. Oh, how life 

seemed so much simpler back then…..with little or no worries.  We were glad to get back to school and see all our 

friends and hear what they did over the summer.  

    

Back when we were young we didn’t have all the social media we have today. If something bad happened in the world 

we often didn’t know about it until later in the day or even the next day. Then we would talk about it over the kitchen 

table while we were having supper together. My dad would explain what had happened and about bad people in the 

world. 

    

In today’s world it seems like our news is full of disasters that are happening every day!!!  I wonder if the teachers today 

have the kids write about ―What has happened to the world‖ rather than what they did on their summer vacation. How do 

we explain why all these bad thing are happening?  Many people blame President Obama, Hillary Clinton, Donald 

Trump, guns, illegal immigrants, drugs, police, blacks, whites etc. etc.  I certainly don’t have the answer. But, I do feel 

part of the problem is lack of respect that is so prevalent in our lives today. There is no respect for laws, our parents, the 

police, teachers, different points of view, others’ beliefs, our country, for what’s right and for each other!!!!  We all have 

to make a huge effort to teach our children and grandchildren to have respect and how to be a Good Human!!!   

    

If everyone followed Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:12, it would solve many of the world’s problems.  Matthew 7:12 is 

the Golden Rule - ―Therefore, whatever you want man to do to you, do also to them, for this is the law and the prophets.‖ 

    

Let’s all continue to pray for peace for our country and for the world. 

 

Linda Rance 

Poetry Path 
 

As you walk around the Village of Clinton, you'll now see plaques with poetry at a dozen differ-

ent sites! On Wednesday evening, August 17 some of us from Stone, among many others, at-

tended the Poetry Path reception at the Kirkland Town Library, which included the unveiling of 

the plaque at the KTL. With the support of the Friends of the KTL, Boy 

Scout Paul White of Troop 44 in Clark Mills (pictured here) helped to get the 

poetry path done.   

 

Sarah Miller, wife of Jesse Miller, with the support of her company mpw in 

Clinton, was a principal designer of the plaques. We have one outside Stone 

Church (pictured here) with the poem "Pied Beauty" by Gerard Manley Hop-

kins. What a beautiful initiative! 



Remember in Prayer     
 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or 

would like to receive the prayer list for daily prayer, 

please contact the church office at 853-2933 or go to 

our website stonepres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  

Please note that we will remove names after 6 weeks if 

we haven’t received an update or request to keep them 

on. 
 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Carole Grove 

- Dani Rance 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Chris Woods and his family 

- Moore family 

- Family of Erik Sornesen  

- Anne Reynolds and family 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Family of Gilbert Palmer 

- Rev. Reggie Villalobos 

- Sondaya Parker 

- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman 

- Family of Robert Grozl 

- Jeff Hale and family 

- John Prall 

- Family of Wilma Lawson 

- Family of Laura Grace Eisenhower 

- Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 

- Florence Morgan 

- Donald Lang 

- Family of Shirley Sollinger 

September  Birthdays 
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1 - Shelly Coe 

4 - Alan Tuttle 

7 - Mary Ann Stiefvater 

  Cynthia Barns 

13 - Claire Burns 

14 - Cynthia Ellis 

17 - Sarah LaFont 

18 - Dennis Dewey 

19 - Nicole Schilder 

22 - Deli Rogers 

23 - Tricia Tuttle 

  Ceil Gilbert 

  Sue Russo 

25 - Samantha Reed 

26 - Elena Schilder 

27 - Emily Hughes 

28 - Sylvia Poppelbaum 

  Sue Rambo 

  Ann Smallen 

29 - Brittany DeRosa 

30 - Nikki Reynolds 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

     September 2              Dennis & Sue Dewey 

In Memoriam – Shirley Weil Sollinger  
 

Shirley Weil Sollinger died Au-

gust 9, 2016 in Boulder, CO.  She 

was buried in the family plot at 

Crown Hill Cemetery in Clinton, 

NY.  She was 93 years old.  Our 

condolences and prayers for her 

family, especially her children 

Robert Sollinger, Sally Sandusky, 

Anne Murphy, Joan Kaiser, and 

Mark Sollinger.  She grew up in Clinton and attended 

Stone Church with her mother Hazel Weil. Pastor Scott 

Leonard conducted a graveside service for her on Sat-

urday, August 21, 2016 at Crown Hill Cemetery.  

David Kolb sang ―We’re Standing on Holy Ground‖ 

and his wife Katrina Schell sang ―Landside,‖ both done 

as beautifully as we would expect. We thank Mary 

Chamberlain and Midge Bakos for helping with the 

reception after the funeral in the Norton Room that was 

catered by Bon Appetit. Stone Church is also very 

thankful for the generous donations from Shirley’s chil-

dren.   

 

A full obituary can be found at: 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dailycamera/obituary

.aspx?pid=181067057  

In appreciation 
 

Gil Palmer, who passed away in Feb-

ruary 2016, had included Stone 

Church (among others) in his will 

and at the end of March we received 

a $10,000 check as part of his be-

quest.  At the end of August we re-

ceived another $5,000, essentially the balance.  Again, 

we are extremely grateful for Gil’s generosity and are 

so glad his niece, Donna Goodfriend, was able to have 

him be an active part of our church for the past three 

years.  We continue to miss him. 
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Thank you and Farewell from  

the Kirkland Bird Club 
 

[From the Property Committee:  Stone Church’s insur-

ance company, like all of them these days, now requires 

that all outside groups that meet at the church carry 

their own liability insurance.] 

 

August 14, 2016 

 

Dear Members of the Stone Presbyterian Church, 

 

On behalf of the Kirkland Bird Club, I would like to 

express our appreciation to all of you for allowing us to 

use your meeting hall for close to forty years. Thank 

you for allowing us to use the many conveniences such 

as the coffee urn, big screen, counter space and tables, 

as well as entrusting me with the key to the church 

which made access infinitely more convenient.   

 

Due to the issue of needing a certificate of liability in-

surance, hence increased expense, the KBC member-

ship decided to seek out a new meeting space. As of 

October, we will be launching our 50-51st year at a new 

location.   

 

Thank you again for allowing us to meet at your 

church. And, please pass on our thanks to Peggy 

Weldon, for keeping us posted about conflicts of dates, 

and to John Menard, for giving us the time to sort out 

the insurance dilemma.  

 

Sincerely, 

Carol Adams 

President 

Kirkland Bird Club 

 

Stone Presbyterian Church Members, 

James and Virginia Francis and 

the Kirkland Bird Club 
 

The Kirkland Bird Club started meeting in February 

1966 to form a club and plan a field trip schedule. Jim 

and Ginny Francis joined a few months later.  The club 

first met at the Kirkland Art Center. 

 

There is about twenty years of missing history. Jim and 

Ginny opened and closed the church for many years as 

Ginny served as Hospitality chairman.  I do know that 

Jim and Ginny Francis served as co-presidents of the 

club in 1989/1990. Then Ginny and Jim served as co-

presidents in 1993/1994. 

 

To honor the memory of James and Virginia Francis, 

the Kirkland Bird Club has presented the James and 

Virginia Francis Conservation Award each year since 

2009. The award is presented to a person, organization, 

or business that has done something extraordinary to 

create or protect a bird/nature habitat or to educate the 

public about the need for bird/nature conservation.  A 

plaque and a check for $100-$150 has been presented. 

 

When Virginia Francis passed away in 2014, the Kirk-

land Bird Club donated money to the Kirkland Town 

Library. Five nature books for children were purchased 

and a nameplate was placed in each book in memory of 

Virginia Francis. 

 

The Kirkland Bird Club wished to honor James and 

Virginia Francis for their leadership and support over 

the many years.   

 

Carol Adams 

August 17, 2016 

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile 
 

Saturday, September 24, 2016  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

Clinton United Methodist Church 

105 Utica Street, Route 12B, Clinton NY 

 

NEW and past blood donors are needed. Register on line at www.redcrossblood.org or call Jean Wainright at 853-2265  

to schedule your appointment.  Walk-ins are appreciated and needed to meet goal.   

 

Sponsored by Kirkland Community Organizations 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the October issue of the 

newsletter is Wednesday, September 21. 

Contact Midge Bakos, editor, at 853-

2951 with questions or comments.   
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Trudi 

Christeler, Ceil Gilbert, and Bev Miller 

who have collated, folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone 

just for you!     




