
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                    WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 
 

December 4, 2016 – Second Sunday of Advent (Communion) – PEACE 

Isaiah 11:1–10   A vision of the peaceable kingdom.  ELIZABETH SMITH 

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19   A prayer for the guidance and support of the king.  

Romans 15:4–13   The gospel is for Jews and Gentiles alike.  

Matthew 3:1–12   John the Baptist announces the coming of the Messiah.   

                  ANNE DUNN 

Sermon: ―Prepare Ye (The Way of The Lord)‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

December 11, 2016 – Third Sunday of Advent – JOY  

Isaiah 35:1–10   A vision of the return to Zion.  

Psalm 146:5–10 or Luke 1:46–55 Magnificat  

James 5:7–10   Be patient as you await the coming of the Lord.  PETER MASSI 

Matthew 11:2–11   John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the coming one.  

Sermon: ―Patience my ***!‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

December 18, 2016 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – LOVE  

Isaiah 7:10–16   A young woman will bear a son named Immanuel.   

                      ELIZABETH SMITH 

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19   A prayer for the restoration of God’s people. 

Romans 1:1–7   Paul is a servant of Jesus, son of David and son of God.  

Matthew 1:18–25   The birth of Jesus Christ   DONNA GOODFRIEND 

Elizabeth Smith, CLP preaching 

 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2016, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve 

The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that celebrates  

the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. Invite a friend to join  

us for the wonder of this worship. 

 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day (Communion) 

We worship with lessons and carols and an intimate experience of the Lord’s  

Supper to celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

December 2016December 2016  



 

For unto us a child is born 
 

At the end of December I’m going to be a grandfather for the fourth time!  It 

will be the second child, first son for one of our middle children, Leanne, and 

her husband Ben.  Leanne also has a cousin, Johnny, whose wife Jess is also 

expecting in early December.  And in our church family Peter and Emily Massi 

are expecting their first child in late December and Liz, a daughter of John and 

Chris Menard and who grew up in our church, and her husband Ben Coven are 

expecting in mid-December.  And though not due in December, Rob and Lau-

ralyn Kolb’s son David and his wife Katrina, both of whom were active in our 

church before being called to another church, are expecting their first child.  It 

seems like new life is everywhere! 

 

How a propos these impending births are for the season of Advent and Christmas where we celebrate the com-

ing (what Advent literally means) of the child who will become the Anointed One, the Messiah (anglicized 

Hebrew), the Christ (in Greek).  But for now in this liturgical season he is just a promise, a hope for the future.  

He is coming into a world where his people are oppressed by foreign occupiers, where people yearn for a sav-

ior.  His parents, though, I’m sure were like any other parents.  Well, OK, they were visited by angels (in Mat-

thew for Joseph and in Luke for Mary) saying their son would be the Savior.  But to a poor, young couple I’m 

sure they were wondering what that really meant when they couldn’t find a place for the child to be delivered 

(in Luke’s story) or after the birth were fleeing for their lives to Egypt when Herod was seeking to kill the 

child (in Matthew’s story).  Like all parents they just wanted their child to be born healthy and hoped they 

would be good parents for him to grow up to be a good person.  Despite those angel visits, they did not know 

what to expect.  All they could do was look forward to and celebrate the joy of the birth and hope for the best 

for their child.  I wonder how they would have felt if they fully knew what lay ahead for their baby? 

 

For all the good tidings we bring during this season, the birth of Jesus (―the Lord is salvation‖) falls under the 

shadow of the cross.  We celebrate the birth as ―Christ’s Mass‖ where mass refers to the sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper, where we remember how Christ’s body as an adult was broken and his blood shed for us.  

Mass comes from a Latin word meaning ―dismissal‖, literally ―to send away.‖  And that is the message for us.  

Yes, share the ―Christmas spirit‖ of kindness and generosity, where you and others get that warm and glowing 

feeling in your heart.  But then remember the purpose of the birth is so you can be ―dismissed‖—sent away—

to proclaim the gospel, the good news, and to live out that good news in feeding the hungry, clothing the na-

ked, welcoming the stranger, taking care of the sick, and visiting those in prison.   

 

―The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them.‖  

 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, ̀  
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ADVENT 2016 
 

HOPE - 1st Sunday of Advent (November 28)  

Hope House 

 

PEACE - 2nd Sunday of Advent (December 4)  

Presbyterian Mission Agency Worldwide Peacekeeping & Global Mission efforts 

 

JOY - 3rd Sunday of Advent (December 11)  

Christmas Joy offering for retired Clergy and Presbyterian education scholarships for students 

 

LOVE - 4th Sunday of Advent (December 18)  

Country Pantry 

 

Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation: it heralds the marvelous celebration of Christ’s birth and the Christmas 

season. There is something so special, so shining about Christmas that we often overlook the importance of advent, the 

importance of preparation and reflection. Throughout the Advent season, we at Stone Church will be challenged to pre-

pare, to reflect and to consider our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. As each candle in the Ad-

vent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers seek to emphasize our relationship to real people, a relationship 

made concrete through our special Advent collections. 

 

Our first Advent offering of Hope on November 28 is in support of Utica’s Hope House whose main 

mission is to provide safe shelter and a hot meal to those without a home or food. 

 

Our December 4 second offering of Peace will be directed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. This 

offering will be used to support world-wide peacemaking and global witness efforts. Portions of the 

offering will be used to fund the Presbyterian Peace camp for children, an experience designed to help 

children have an appreciation for diversity and a belief in the power of peacemaking. 

  

The Christmas Joy offering, our third offering on December 11, honors a promise to church workers and to Presbyterian 

racial ethnic leadership:  two promises, one offering that is used in these ways: 

 

50% is used for the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. The Assistance program benefits retired 

church workers with financial and housing needs and current church workers with urgent financial needs. 

 

50% is used for Presbyterian Mission Agency ministries in racial ethnic education and leadership development. 

Monies are used for assistance for students and future church leaders and support for Presbyterian related 

schools and colleges. 

 

Our fourth offering of Love, on December 18, will be dedicated to the Country Pantry, 

an ecumenical food pantry located in Clark Mills. Always stretched for sufficient re-

sources to meet community needs, the Country Pantry tirelessly works to feed young and 

old alike in the greater Clinton area. 

 

Please plan to join us during Advent as we reflect upon the upcoming Christmas season. 

Your gifts freely offered to these agencies will help all remember the glorious purpose of 

Christ’s birth.  Thank you. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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Country Pantry Update 

 

The Country Pantry would appre-

ciate donations of canned fruit, 

tuna, chili, soup, and peanut but-

ter. Please leave items in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

 

Please note that 

loose change collected in 

worship on the third Sun-

days of each month is sent 

to the Country Pantry.  

 

Questions?  See Judy LaGasse.  

Consecration Luncheon 
 

From October 23 through No-

vember 13 the Sunday services 

at Stone Church included con-

templation of our relationship to 

God, to Stone Church and to 

each other as we were urged to 

consider how to best be true dis-

ciples.  Centered on the theme of 

―Here Am I,‖ the culmination of 

these weeks was the special No-

vember 13 service during which we presented our 2017 estimate of 

giving cards. Following the service, we all enjoyed a festive and 

delicious celebratory luncheon. 

 

As of this November 13 service, we had received 23 pledges total-

ing over $60,000 for the year. As importantly, the prayerful consid-

eration of how best to show ―Here Am I‖ has stimulated some great 

conversations regarding how we, a small congregation, can have the 

greatest impact on our world. 

 

I want to thank everyone for their enthusiastic participation during 

these Sundays. Special thanks to the Stone Storytellers who en-

riched every service with a marvelous presentation of scripture, to 

the Kolbs and the choir for lovely music, to Scott for marvelous 

services and to Linda Rance and the Deacons for all their help with 

the luncheon.  Thanks also to Donna Goodfriend for her help in 

many ways. The Stone Church community is truly marvelous. 

Stone Storytellers to tell the Christmas Stories 
 

The Stone Storytellers will tell the stories for Christmas from Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Galatians 6:00 p.m. Sun-

day December 4, 2016 at the First Baptist Church on the green in Hamilton, NY for an interdenominational Bible study 

group.  They will do a reprise for the Presbyterian Residential Community later in the month. 

 

The Stone Storytellers focus on the spiritual dimension of learning 

the texts of scripture by heart, on improving our skills, and on taking 

what we have to offer out to other churches. We are uniquely blessed 

by God to have these gifted and committed people who so eagerly 

share the joy and vitality of telling the sacred texts by heart. We al-

ways welcome newcomers! 

 

The Stone Storytellers meet monthly at Stone Church (usually on the 

fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.) to tell stories and make 

plans for telling the texts by heart in worship. Over 50 texts from the 

Revised Common Lectionary are learned and told by heart in wor-

ship every year. 

 

For more details see Scott Leonard. 

Did you know…….? 
 

. . . large print bulletins and hymnals are 

 always available.   

. . . hearing-assisted devices are on hand in 

 the sanctuary. 

 

Just ask an usher if you wish to use these 

items. 
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Historical Period Revisited — A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

“New Stone Church without a rival for Architectural Beauty 

in this section of the State” 
  

The above quote is from the February 7, 1878 issue of the Clinton Courier provided by the Utica Morning Herald. Ac-

cording to the article ―the architecture is a combination of the Gothic and Romanesque. The general appearance of the 

building is that of strength and the cut-stone where it is applied makes it appear cheerful and attractive especially above 

the two wide entrances with semi-circular arches and the beautiful rose window centered above them. The spire on the 

northwest corner rises to the height of 160 feet from the ground. It was slender and was relieved of a spindling look by a 

belt of cut stone ornamentation about two-thirds of the way up with similar ornaments near the bottom.‖ This spire tow-

ered over the Oriskany Valley—quite a sight to behold from miles around. 

 

The entire woodwork throughout the building is of chestnut including the neatly paneled 

wainscoting that is also made of strips of chestnut. There are three courses of pews with 

two main aisles each, four and a half feet wide, and two side aisles three feet wide.  There 

are 130 pews in all which with those in the balcony will seat nearly 1000 persons. Note: 

Hamilton College held commencements in the church beginning in 1814 in the ―Old Meet-

ing House‖ and the new Stone Church was built with that in mind but the new church’s last 

commencement ended 19 years later in 1897. (Project 2000 gave the church a center aisle 

and fewer pews.)  Because the 1876 fire began in the wooden spire, the decision of the 

church fathers to build the spire of stone and to such a height may have been unwise. Only 

twenty years later, scaffolding appeared for expensive repairs to the upper portion of the 

steeple. The deterioration continued caused from rain and freezing forcing the joints apart 

making the tower unsafe. Professionals found at least ten major problems—one being that 

the lower west wall was bowing out from the tower shell. Sadly forty-six years later in 

1923 the tower was removed and in 1924 the clock chamber and the portion directly above 

was redesigned to make it structurally sound and to keep the architectural unity—total cost 

$19,000. 

 

Also the chestnut organ corresponded with the rest of the woodwork. It was installed by Hook and Hastings of Boston at 

a cost of $2,500. At an exposition in Philadelphia in the early 1800’s, this model organ with 20 stops and 738 pipes 

earned first prize as best organ of its time. (The organ now has close to 1000 pipes and some added stops) The organ re-

quired someone to pump the blowers manually on cue from the organist—referred to as ―blowing the organ.‖ I found 

several receipts in the old green file cabinet with the words $1 for ―blowing the organ.‖  In 1920 an electric blower was 

installed to eliminate the need to physically pump the organ. 

 

Five large stained glass windows line each side of the sanctuary, made and installed by Charles Booth of New York. 

There are four stained glass windows in the chapel two of which are memorial windows. The chapel is wainscoted and 

carpeted the same style as the church and was used for church school rooms for several years. 

 

The entire cost of the building, furniture, and memorial windows was about $40,000. They received $12,000 from insur-

ance on the old church and $1,200 from insurance on the burned organ. The remainder of the cost was raised by sub-

scription with some help from gracious outside donors. 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

(to be continued) 
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O Tannenbaum!  
 

Thanks to efforts of many we have a new Christmas 

tree!  Emily Massi was instrumental in finding a couple of 

different types online, the elders and deacons decided on 

one, and on November 20 as part of the Hanging of the 

Greens, a team led by Peter Massi erected it with relative 

ease (while Scott Leonard ―helped‖ by taking pictures).   

 

Thanks to Linda Rance for providing some subs as nour-

ishment and to everyone who helped with the rest of the 

decorations and preparations!  It got us all set for Christ-

mas on the Corner as part of Clinton’s Shoppers’ Stroll on 

Black Friday and as we begin Advent! 

 
 

Presbytery Meeting Highlights 
 

The bi-monthly Presbytery meeting was held Tuesday, November 15 at the Verona First Presbyterian Church. During 

the worship service we saw a video of The Three Voices Journey. The Presbyterian congregations from Vernon, Verona, 

and Oneida Castle merged to become one entity called Three Voices.  They kept the Verona and Oneida Castle churches 

and alternate worship services between the two but have united to become one congregation. The journey took a few 

years, but they have emerged as a strong and committed community of faith. 

 

After worship, business was conducted. Some highlights include:  

 A consultant will be hired to seek Presbytery leadership.  

 The Vernon Center property will be sold for $12,500 instead of $40,000 because of structural issues.  

 There will be a Presbytery Day in April (the last one was in the early 1990’s).  

 A report from the Synod meeting showed that they discussed being the government for the sake of God.  

 A passionate report by Larry Beasly on the fall Polity Conference in Louisville, KY, stated that we need to avail 

ourselves of the energy, knowledge, and resources of the Synod. Therefore, several of the speakers that were 

there will be coming to Utica to speak. Larry said we need love, hope, and energy and we need to stop hurting, 

blaming, labeling, and driving people away from our churches for we are a church of God. 

 

Donna Goodfriend attended as Stone’s commissioner.  

See page 12 for the finished masterpiece! 

Hanging of the Greens 
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Stone Hosting Clinton Chamber  

Networking Breakfast 
 

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce has 

a networking breakfast for its members 

the first Wednesday of every month.  As 

an active member of the Chamber, Stone 

Church will host one of the breakfasts 

8:00-9:30 a.m. on January 5, 2017 when 

we will also just happen to have our 

Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe 

open!  Let us know if you can help with the breakfast 

or staffing the shop. 

Thanks for Sound System  

Experimentation!  
 

Thanks to Ed Townsend for his 

generous donation of time and 

loaning of sound equipment for us 

to experiment with!  Ed is the pas-

tor of Three Steeples church up in 

Paris Hill, but he is also a musician 

and singer.  When Ed heard that we 

were looking to do something 

about our sound system he volun- 

teered to come down and take a look.  He then lent us 

a complete (transportable) sound system of his own to 

try out and then came again to swap it for another one 

to see how that worked.  People unanimously said both 

were better than what we’ve been enduring.   

 

We will be buying some new equipment and returning 

Ed’s system, but thanks to Ed we were able to try out 

some different configurations so we got some real-

world experience to be knowledgeable buyers! 

Bible Study 
 

The Stone Church Bible 

study meets every other 

Monday evening at 6 p.m. 

Please come and join us. 

Everyone is welcome! Bring 

yourself, a friend, a relative, 

a neighbor and join the fun!  

 

We are reading a new book called The Miracle of The 

Scarlet Thread by Richard Booker. He is considered a 

pioneer in teaching on Israel. The book is the story of 

the blood of Jesus evidenced throughout the Bible. It is 

about why Jesus had to die on the cross, had to shed 

His blood, and why He was raised from the dead. This 

book explains, in reader-friendly language, the central 

story of the Bible. It connects Bible stories and shows 

how the Old Testament and New Testament fit to-

gether, telling in one complete story, the wonderful 

promise God has made to humankind.  

 

Hope to see you there.  

 

Elizabeth Smith  

 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
  

The Hamilton College Choir, directed by Professor G. 

Roberts Kolb (and Stone Church Music Director!), will 

lead a Candlelight Christmas Vesper Service of Les-

sons and Carols on Sunday, December 4, at 7 p.m., in 

the Hamilton College Chapel. The service is free and 

open to the public. 

 

The tradition of the Service of Lessons and Carols 

dates back to Christmas Eve of 1918 and Cambridge 

University in England. Planned by the new dean of 

King’s College, fresh from his role as army chaplain in 

World War I, the service has become a tradition for 

many colleges around the world. 

 

Hamilton College welcomes the campus community 

and the public to join in the celebration of the Advent 

season, anticipating the joy of Christmas, reading to-

gether the biblical narratives and familiar songs. Offici-

ating over the service will be Rev. Jeffrey H. McArn, 

college chaplain, with the assistance of readers and 

candle bearers from Hamilton College. Local clergy 

will also participate in the service.  

 

A reception with Christmas cookies, punch and coffee 

will follow the service upstairs in the chapel.   

 

If you want to sing and hear all the Christmas carols to 

fill you for the month, this is the service to attend! 
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Fair Trade Artisans  
 

Jobita Aucayllo and her family were forced to live in the outskirts of Lima, at the very 

top of a dusty mountain and struggled day to day to make ends meet. ―I came to Lima 

for education because my parents only paid for my studies until 6th grade.‖  Jobita gath-

ered with a group of women during special occasions in San Genaro and was instru-

mental in the formation of the group Kuichi and its eventual success.  For Jobita, one 

of the best parts about working in Fair Trade is the flexibility and that she can always 

put her children and family first.  

 

You can help people like Jobita by shopping at the Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, 

located at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 S. Park Row, Clinton.  In addition to our regu-

lar hours of 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. every Thursday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on second Sat-

urdays, we will be open Saturdays in December from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The entrance to 

our shop is on Williams Street.   

 

We also offer unique handmade items from 37 other countries and our mission is to help people from these countries lift 

themselves out of poverty.  We offer gift certificates, accept credit cards and are handicapped accessible.  For more in-

formation, call 315-853-2933, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

stonepres. 

We have a new family! 
 

Look for tree ornaments with the needs and wants of our Christmas family.  This year we are adopting one small family 

from the Neighborhood Center. The ornaments will adorn the sanctuary Christmas tree by Sunday, December 4.  This is 

Stone Church’s 31st year of adopting families through the Neighborhood Center!   

 

Please return gifts - unwrapped, but with tags attached - by Sunday, December 18.  Be sure to join us that morning after 

worship for the wrapping party.  Questions?  See Donna Goodfriend.    

Trades of Hope - - - helping women out of poverty 

 

Stone Church is sponsoring Patty Kloidt’s online Trades of Hope 

Party to break the cycle of poverty and create sustainable, income-

generating business for women around the world. Your purchase 

helps women escape poverty, abuse and the sex industry in 16 coun-

tries including the U.S.A.  Artisan women are empowered and able 

to earn respect in their community, put food on the table and send 

their children to school.  

 

The mission of the party is dual-fold as all proceeds from your Trades of Hope purchase will be donated to the Presbyte-

rian Disaster Assistance Fund for Haiti. Many of our artisans for Trades of Hope are in Haiti and have been blessed to 

survive. There is great destruction and the Haitian people are in need of our love and support.  

 

Share the party link below with friends and family anywhere in the United States! Support BOTH causes by shopping 

Patty’s Party Link at www.mytradesofhope.com/parties/45259. Trades of Hope features unique jewelry, scarves, bags 

and home decor that make lovely holiday gifts. Every piece tells a story and gives hope! Patty will also be donating 

items from Trades of Hope to the Fair Trade Shoppe at Stone Church. 

 

http://www.mytradesofhope.com/parties/45259
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No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:   
 

 Food: breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot  

 chocolate, butter or margarine 
 

 Toiletries: deodorant, shampoo, conditioner 
 

 Paper goods: napkins, toilet paper 

 
 

Please leave items in the narthex.  

 

   

  Deacons’ Corner 
   

A WINTER BLESSING 

By Evelynn Boal 

 

I looked out on a wonderland this morning. 

Each branch and twig precisely etched with frost. 

White filigree adorned the lamps and railings. 

The windowpanes with new lace were embossed. 

And as the sun peeped warmly from its covers, 

Then rose to touch each icy scene it found, 

Bright jewels sparkled everywhere it ventured… 

On frozen bush and spilled on frozen ground. 

Each season offers some unique enjoyment. 

The Spring brings green, and Summer has its glow, 

While Autumn covers woods and walks with colors. 

But Winter gives us diamonds in the snow!!! 

 

This was always one of my mother’s favorite poems. I still have it in my mother’s own writing and I keep it right where 

she did…..in the corner china cabinet.  Oh…how my mother loved Christmas and Winter. She loved cozy fires, making 

snow angels, hot chocolate, making cookies, singing Christmas carols, going to Church Christmas eve, watching my 

brother and me in the Christmas pageant, visiting with friends and being with family. All of these things were so impor-

tant to her.  I am so blessed that she passed on her love of Winter and Christmas to me.  So, as Winter is approaching and 

snow is beginning to fall, I hope you will all look outside on a sunny day and see ―diamonds in the snow!!!‖ 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and the coming year will bring you all good health and happiness.  One of my 

favorite songs about Christmas and Winter is White Christmas by Bing Crosby.  

 

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 

With every Christmas card I write. 

May your days be merry and bright 

And may all your Christmases be white! 

 

Love and Peace, Your Deacons 

 

PS  Don’t forget to order your poinsettias for Church. There is an order form in this newsletter.  Thanks!   



December  Birthdays 
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Carolyn Barnum says hi from Florida 

 

Dear all, 

I am trying to adjust, know it takes time.  Missing all of 

you and Scott’s great messages.  

 

My son and his wife, Kevin and Robin, are 5 minutes 

away. My other son Eric is in Texas.  

 

Hope you drop a line. 

 

Love and prayers, 

Carolyn 

Grand Oaks 

125 NW Jensen Beach Blvd., Apt. 216 

Jensen Beach, FL 34957 

772-444-3457 

 

Remember in Prayer     
 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Carole Grove 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Chris Woods and his family 

- Moore family 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Family of Gilbert Palmer 

- Rev. Reggie Villalobos 

- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman 

- Family of Robert Grozl 

- Family and friends of Carol Gilley 

- John Prall 

- Family of Wilma Lawson 

- Family of Laura Grace Eisenhower 

- Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 

- Florence Morgan 

- Family of Shirley Sollinger 

- Esther Kanipe 

- Susanne Max (Emily Hughes’ sister) 

- Keith Dewey (Dennis’ father)  

- Carolyn Barnum 

- Family of Sue Bishop 

- Debra LaFont 

- Refugees 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

19 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

23 - Gil Adams 

  Mollie Arnal 

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

In Memoriam – Sue Bishop 
 

Susan H. Bishop, 93, of Clinton, 

died on November 10, 2016 at St. 

Elizabeth Medical Center.  She 

was 93 years old.  Our condo-

lences and prayers for her family. 
 

Pastor Scott Leonard conducted a 

funeral service for her on Monday 

morning, November 14, 2016 at 

Stone Presbyterian Church imme-

diately followed by a burial service at Forest Hills Ceme-

tery in Utica. There were no calling hours.  
 

Though homebound in recent years, Sue was a very ac-

tive member of our church and sang in the choir and 

served as a deacon. A positive outlook, kind thoughts and 

deeds, and always a smile. This is how we remember 

Sue. She touched the soul of everyone she met and knew 

and we mourn her passing even as we celebrate her enter-

ing the joy of her Maker.  
 

Per the family’s wishes, those wishing to make a dona-

tion, please consider the Clinton Fire Department in 

Sue’s memory. A full obituary can be found on the 

Owens-Pavlot & Rogers Funeral Service web site at: 

http://owens-pavlot.com/tribute/details/681/Susan-

Bishop/obituary.html#tribute-start  

Happy Birthday, Gil Adams! 
 

Gil will be 93 on December 23. Usually you will find 

him sitting in the dining room of the Maple Unit at the 

Presbyterian Home, never without his Hamilton College 

cap - a true alum who attended every event when able, 

was Director of Alumni Affairs for years, and coordi-

nated the Elderhostel program. Pay him a visit!  He’ll be 

delighted. 
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Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Christmas Flowers 
 

 Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, or pink 

 poinsettias are $10.50 each.  

   

 Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  

 out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   

 is December 5.  Questions?  Call Linda Rance, 797-0737, or Peggy Weldon, 853-2933. 

 

      =========================================================================== 

  

 Name of donor(s)    ____________________________________________________________________ 

                             

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Given in memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 

                 

        or 

  

 Given in honor of  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Choice of color _____________________________ 

 

  

A note from Gil Weil 
 

…...The enclosed donation is given to honor the mem-

ory of Shirley Weil Sollinger, my sister.  Shirley, Alan 

(our brother), and I had the wonderful experience of 

growing up during our youth in Clinton, in the Stone 

Presbyterian Church, under the loving gaze of Mr. and 

Mrs. Harold Wylie. My unbiased opinion is that we 

turned out well, and much of that is due to the influence 

of the church, the youth program, and Mr. Wylie’s hot 

cocoa. ….. 

 

H. Gilbert Weil 

Kirkland Community Bloodmobile 
 

Saturday, December 3, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., VFW Post 

9591, Franklin Ave., Clinton. New and past blood 

donors are needed. Schedule an appointment at  

redcrossblood.org or call Bill Rudge at 853-6300.  

Walk-ins are welcome. 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the January issue 

of the newsletter is Wednesday, 

December 21. Contact Midge  

Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 with 

questions or comments.   
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Trudi Christeler, Ceil Gilbert, 

and Bev Miller who have  

collated, folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The  

Corner Stone just for you!     

See page 6 for the 

story about this tree. 




