
                     

                 
 
 
 
 

 

            The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   

    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

   The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
             as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

                                                    WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 

January 1, 2017 – 1st Sunday after Christmas Day 

Isaiah 63:7-9  God’s abundant love for his people.  

Psalm 148  All creation praise the Lord.  

Hebrews 2:10-18  Jesus became incarnate to save us.  

Matthew 2:13-23  The flight to Egypt  

Sermon: ―Ring In the New with the Old: A Retrospective of 2016‖  

 – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching  
 

 

January 8, 2017 – Baptism of the Lord (Communion)  

Isaiah 42:1-9  God’s servant people will establish justice for the powerless. 

Psalm 29  The voice of the Lord speaks from heaven. 

Acts 10:34-43  Peter realizes that God’s plan includes the Gentiles. 

Matthew 3:15-17  Jesus is baptized by John in fulfillment of righteousness. 

Sermon: ―Right Makes Might‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 
 

 

January 15, 2017 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

Isaiah 49:1-7  God’s servant will be a light to the nations. 

Psalm 40:1-11  God’s wondrous deeds are countless. 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9  We are enriched in Christ. 

John 1:29-42  The Lamb of God revealed 

The Rev. Helen Tracy preaching  
 

 

January 22, 2017 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1-4  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9  The Lord is the light and salvation. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18  Paul urges church unity. 

Matthew 4:12-23  Jesus calls fishermen to be his disciples.  

Sermon: ―You Talkin’ to Me?‖ – Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

January 29, 2017 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany  
Micah 6:1-8  What does the Lord require of us?  

Psalm 15  Who may abide in God’s sanctuary?  

1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Christ, the power and wisdom of God 

Matthew 5:1-12  The Beatitudes Told by Sherry Robinson  

Sermon: ―Bragging Rights‖ – Scott Leonard preaching 

January 2017January 2017  



 

 

 Happy New Year! 

 

We start 2017 right on the first day of the week, the Lord’s Day and for some 

who really ring out 2016 they probably wake up with their head throbbing, 

praying, ―O God!‖  My partying will consist of maybe staying up to midnight 

(if I haven’t finished my sermon yet—not a practice I recommend) and then 

lamenting, ever since I got my ―atomic watch‖ years ago (which is accurate to 

<0.5 second per day because it is updated nightly from a 60 kHz radio signal 

from the official U.S. time-keeping atomic clock in Fort Collins, CO), how the 

ball in Times Square never drops exactly at midnight, which is how I used to (re)set my watch annually.  

(Have I mentioned before that I majored in physics for my undergraduate degree?) 

  

Measuring time is a human invention, and to the degree we do it quite modern, but it’s useful to keep us in the 

rhythm of life.  

 

On January 1 at our regular worship service I’ll do retrospective of us in 2016 to look back not so much with 

nostalgia and resting on our laurels, but to recall where God worked through us, and to inspire us to let the 

Spirit do even more through us for the New Year. 

 

Visitors have commented on the love they feel in our community of faith and as I’ve preached we need to 

share that love with the community at large.  To that end we will host on January 4 a monthly networking 

breakfast of the Clinton Chamber of Commerce, of which we are an active member, to get people inside our 

mighty fortress to get to know us a bit better (and perhaps $upport our Fair Trade Shop!).  Then at the end of 

the month on January 28 we will host a community-wide seminar about programs available from the Oneida 

County Office for Aging & Continuing Care to reach those in the community who are suffering from chronic 

disease, chronic pain, or just want to be more active. 

 

We also have our own ―internal‖ annual events of budget review and congregational meeting.  While discuss-

ing money doesn’t seem very religious, Jesus did talk more about money more than most things and we are 

asked to be good stewards of all we have.  One of the strengths of our community of faith is that while our 

elected elders set the budget, we are open (―transparent‖ in corporate-speak) in how we deal with our finances 

so that we all know where we stand and where we plan to go. 

 

And like last year (and some previous years) we will incorporate our annual congregational meeting into our 

worship service on January 22.  Last year this scared some off who had visitors in town because they thought it 

would be off-putting, but some other visitors who did come remarked, ―That was a lovely service.  Your con-

gregational meetings are certainly a lot more uplifting than my church!‖ We’ll see if we can repeat that.   

 

Then at the end of the month January 29 we’ll have yet another baptism!  In thirteen months I’ll have done six 

baptisms (it helps to have a set of twins in there)!  Of course, in that same time I’ve done eight funerals.  In all 

cases we’ve celebrated the life, either the life to be and the hope of what it will become, or the rich life that 

was and now the peace in the life ever after.  Even amidst sorrow, there is joy. 

 

(continued on page 8) 
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Annual Congregational Meeting - January 22  
 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on Sunday, 

January 22, 2017 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, concurring in the Ses-

sion’s 2017 budget, and acting on any other business that may be properly brought before the congregation. All 

active members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to vote. 

Wanted: Your Per Capita!  
 

Please note that per capita payments for 2017 are now 

being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 

year is $38.60 per member. The church is assessed this 

amount for each member on the membership roll. The 

per capita is the cost of our representative democracy 

as a church and supports the meetings and operations of 

the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please 

consider sending your per capita either directly to the 

church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or en-

closing it in your pledge envelope.  

 

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Early Pledges Wanted 
 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of 

a problem for our church in the winter months 

(January through April) than summer months, 

even during a relatively warm winter. Session 

is asking folks to consider giving more of 

their pledge upfront, if possible.  

 

We will, of course, keep good track of what 

you have paid towards your pledge. 

 

Questions? See Peter Massi. 

Advent Offerings 
 

During November and December, as we contemplated the coming of Christ, we were reminded of 

Christ’s messages of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love through the lighting of the Advent candles. Each candle 

represented one of these four powerful truths that can work towards transforming our world. As a congre-

gation, we were asked to both contemplate our roles in a better world and to provide financial assistance 

to the four separate missions selected for their activities on behalf of those marginalized peoples of our 

world. 

 

Our congregation’s offerings towards these missions have enabled us to make the following donations: 

 Hope Sunday: Hope House - $221 

 Peace Sunday: Presbyterian Peacemaking - $157 

 Joy Sunday: Christmas Joy offering for retired Clergy and Presbyterian 

 education scholarships for students - $197 

 Love Sunday: Country Pantry - $188 

 

Thank you for your participation in supporting these worthy missions. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Budget Review – January 15 
As we have been doing annually for a number of years, an informal review of the budget will be done after worship on 

January 15 in the Norton Room.  The purpose is to review in some detail with the congregation the 2017 budget as well 

as how 2016 came out. Since it is the session that approves the budget, the budget is not an item of business at the con-

gregational meeting and so will be minimally discussed.  
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Country Pantry Update 

 

The Country Pantry  is collecting chili, 

soup, peanut butter and jelly.  

 

Please note that loose change collected in 

worship on the third Sundays of each 

month is sent to the Country Pantry.  

 

Questions?   

See Judy LaGasse.  

Winter Mission   
 

The excitement and flurry of the Thanksgiving and Christmas season are behind us. Whew. We all metaphorically think 

we can sit back, take a few deep breaths and relax. Well, perhaps we could, if only the needy and marginalized could 

enjoy the same luxury. Unfortunately, they can’t. In fact, the cold winter after-holiday months are some of the toughest 

to endure.  

 

We, as a congregation devoted to caring and service, need to make sure we continue to provide support - both monetary 

and through volunteering- to our two main mission opportunities: Hope House and The Country Pantry.  

 

Established in 1992, Hope House serves nearly 100,000 meals per year. The hungry and homeless of the inner-city Utica 

area have come to rely upon at least one daily meal at Hope House. This facility has also provided countless hours of 

safe haven from the streets for the people who are its guests. 

 

Stone Church has faithfully supported Hope House through donations of food and personal care necessities and through 

volunteers who work to prepare and serve the dinner meal. Ceil Gilbert has tirelessly coordinated these efforts and man-

ages the volunteers through a sign-up sheet available on the table in the back of the sanctuary. Donations can be left in 

the clearly-marked basket in the narthex.  

 

The Country Pantry, located at Annunciation Church in Clark Mills, is an ecumenical mission project devoted to provid-

ing supplemental food and necessities to qualified, deserving adults and children in the Clinton, Clark Mills and West-

moreland areas. Judy LaGasse works hard as our liaison to the Country Pantry and provides us with monthly updates 

regarding the Pantry’s needs.  

  

Stone Church has also faithfully supported the Country Pantry through financial support and monthly donations of re-

quested items. There is a table in the sanctuary on which food items can be placed. The third Sunday of every month our 

loose change offering is dedicated to the Country Pantry.  

 

Both our Sunday bulletins and each month’s The Corner Stone remind us of the needs of Hope House and The Country 

Pantry. So, once you have stretched and sighed to celebrate the end of the holiday bustle, remember to enthusiastically 

commit to supporting these two most worthy organizations. 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Did you know…….? 
 

. . . large print bulletins and hymnals are available  

 every Sunday for worship.   

. . . hearing-assisted devices are on hand in 

 the sanctuary. 
 

Just ask an usher if you wish to use these items. 

Find us on FaceBook 
 

Besides our web page (stonepres.org) you can also find 

Stone Church at www.facebook.com/stonepres!  We 

use our FaceBook page for more frequent updates of 

events and commentary on the activities in our church 

and around us. Check it out! 
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Historical Period Revisited — A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

The Seth-Thomas 8-day Clock and Repaired Bell Arrive in April 1880 
 

The clock and bell may have missed the February 1878 dedication ceremony of 

Stone Church but their arrival was welcomed by the community.  The practice of 

placing clocks in church towers was not uncommon years ago. People relied on 

them to catch the train, etc. Even though the Town of Kirkland had voted to appro-

priate $600 for the clock, Dr. J. Scollard as mayor of Clinton and in charge of the 

project, held fund raisers at the Scollard Opera House to help defray the cost. An 

old invoice found in a collection of Dr. Scollard’s bills for the 4 ft. by 4 in. diame-

ter oak dials, showed that $427.50 was the clock’s final payment and a warranty 

that the clock would run within 10 seconds per month variation after being regu-

lated and cared for - for a period of 5 years. A.S. Hotchkiss built the clock at the 

Seth Thomas Clock Co. in Thomaston, CT. The company’s responsibility was to time the clock to the bell and fine-tune 

the clock for operation. 

 

The bell arrived about two weeks later but it first needed to be hoisted and sealed into place. Othniel Williams, who was 

known for getting things done, had sent remnants of the old bell to the Troy Bell Foundry to be forged with new metal.  

The Session desired a better quality and tone to the new bell. In April 1880 when erected, the bell weighed 2000 lbs. and 

pealed out an E Flat tone - ah much better! There appears to be a discrepancy in the cost. One entry says $430 and an-

other approximately $800-$1000. Othniel Williams also held fund raisers, so obviously the bell cost more than $430. 

The bell was used as a fire alarm until the session stopped the practice on September 1, 1911 due to the firemen kicking 

down the Williams Street door if they didn’t have a key. 

 

The clock ran by a system of weights and had to be wound once a week similar to the principle of a Grandfather Clock, 

but it wasn’t as simple as adjusting a set of chains as in a home clock. Actually there were two sets of cables and 

weights, one for the clock which weighed 250 lbs. and one for the bell whose weights were 710 lbs. and the cables ran 

from the clock to the basement of the church - 50 feet. To reset the bell, 250 revolutions were needed to crank the 

weights - a process that was not as difficult as one might think due to gear reduction. Resetting the clock took 35 revolu-

tions. The men in charge of these winding tasks performed in the heat of the summer and the cold of the winter - this 

after they climbed to the second floor and then negotiated another tricky 26-step circular stairway with hardly a place to 

set their feet. This chore to reset the bell and clock was done every Friday. 

 

The clock was ―donated‖ to the church and some years later the village ―adopted it.‖ The caretakers of the clock since 

1880 were Albert Burlingame 1880, 13 years.; John Colegrove 1893, 32 years.; Charles 

R. Nichols 1925, 24 years.; Claus Beck 1949, 28 years.; Bob Galinski 1977, 29 years.; 

Dale Jewell 2006, 3 years. The first three men listed were church members with day posi-

tions in the community and the last three men worked for the village DPW. The clock 

operated without interruption except during the reconstruction of the tower in 1924 after 

a two-week downtime removal of the deteriorating spire. The Seth Thomas Clock Co. 

again placed it in operation stating it could give good service for another 50 years or 

more. It exceeded those expectations but began to lose 3 to 4 minutes per week by 1993. 

The caretakers would readjust the time and make necessary repairs, but when they no 

longer could get replacement parts, the clock needed to be shut down in October 2009. A 

Verdin electronic clock was installed in 2010. The old clock had served the community 

for over 130 years. After being dismantled and carried down piece by piece by the DPW 

with help from strong men borrowed from the Town of Kirkland, it can be seen reassem-

bled at the Clinton Historical Society. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Your Neighbors- ―Touching Lives Every Day‖ 
 

Your Neighbors, an affiliate of the Lutheran Home of Central NY, is 

composed of community volunteers dedicated to serving the frail, elderly 

and those with limited independence in the greater Utica area. Their vol-

unteers offer companionship, medical and personal transportation, 

friendly assistance, healthy home-cooked meals and other services to 

enhance their clients’ lives. 

 

Over the past year, Your Neighbors has experienced a sharp increase in 

the requests for supplemental frozen meals. This is partially due to an 

increased waiting time for potential clients to qualify for county and state 

services and partly because of increased restrictions regarding qualifica-

tion for services. 

 

We, the members and friends of Stone Church, have been asked to help Your Neighbors meet this need by providing a 

quantity of meals for distribution. We plan to prepare and package these meals on Saturday, January 14 at 10 a.m. in the 

Norton Room. Everyone is invited to join us in packaging and labeling. 

 

We also are requesting either : 

  

 monetary donations to defray the costs of purchasing food to be prepared and packaged  

     OR  

 a cooked meal that will feed 8-10 people which can be packaged on Saturday. 

 

Your monetary contributions can be clearly marked and put in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. Meals 

can be put into the Norton Room refrigerator between 9 a.m. and noon on Friday, January 13 or be brought to Church on 

Saturday, the 14th between 9 and 10 a.m. 

 

Your Neighbors has requested we NOT furnish meals containing chicken. Other than that, please cook your favorite 

meal to share with others. 

 

Please plan to participate in this mission activity. Our support of this worthwhile organization and the help it provides to 

people in our communities is an important expression of our congregation’s desire to serve those in need. 

 

If you have any questions, please see Mary Ann Stiefvater. Thank you. 

Living Healthy Seminar  
 

At 10:00 a.m. Saturday January 28 as part of our continuing mission to reach out beyond our walls, Stone Presbyterian 

Church will host a community-wide informational seminar on Living Healthy New York, a series of courses offered by 

Oneida County Office for Aging to the community to help people manage their conditions and live a more active and 

fulfilling life.   

 

Attendees will learn about classes they offer in Chronic Disease Self-Management, Diabetes Self-Management, Chronic 

Pain Self-Management with the Moving Easy Program, Active Living Every Day, and their newest class, Healthy Eating 

Every Day.  Classes are held throughout the county at no cost to the participants.   

 

Spread the word for those who might benefit from these classes! 
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Clinton Chamber Networking Breakfast  
 

Stone Church will host the Clinton 

Chamber of Commerce monthly net-

working breakfast 8:00-9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 4, which will offer 

complimentary breakfast treats and bev-

erages courtesy of our deacons and 

members.  Every month a different 

member of the Chamber hosts a net-

working breakfast so that we get to know each other 

better and learn what the different businesses and or-

ganizations do.  The Building Stones Fair Trade 

Shoppe will also be open so we can promote that mis-

sion of ours as well!   

Christmas at the Corner 2016 
 

7C’S  CAFÉ WORKERS: 

Pat Joseph               Rachel Wahlberg  Jason Hamshar 

Buzz Joseph  Nikki Wahlberg-Strano  Helen Leonard 

Sherry Robinson  Cadee Wahlberg  Scott Leonard 

Brooke Villiere  Bonnie Felshaw     Phil Conley 

Dave Joseph  Ted Joseph   Karla Schell  

Tanya Hamshar 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE AND SWEET SHOPPE WORKERS: 

Lauralyn Kolb  Dave White   Elizabeth Smith  

Carol White      Midge Bakos   Helen Leonard           

Anne Dunn   Bev Miller   Mary Chamberlain       

Gerry Gogel  Donna Goodfriend        Emily Hughes 

Patty Kloidt 

 

An extra thank you to…. 

. . . all who made cookies, candy and peanut brittle (made by John and Chris Menard) for the Sweet Shoppe. 

. . . Ceil Gilbert for advertising and making the posters and distributing them. 

. . . Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherry Robinson for buying food and preparing it for the café. 

. . . Judy and Gary LaGasse, Eliza Fletcher, Grace Whittemore and Emily Hughes for putting together the cookie plates 

 for the Sweet Shoppe. 

. . . Rob Kolb and the St. Mary’s Church choir for their musical entertainment. 

. . . the Stone Church elves (most named above) for setting up the sale and decorating the sanctuary and the dining room 

 so beautifully (especially Hal and Linda Rance, Emily and Peter Massi, Phil Conley and others for putting up the 

 beautiful new Christmas tree).  

. . . Scott Leonard for going above and beyond. 

 

As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our church and the Fair Trade Shop. 

 

Our final total was  $6722.51.  Thank you everyone for a super effort!!!! 

 

Bev Miller 

Bible Study 
 

The Stone Church Bible study meets every other Mon-

day evening at 6 p.m. Please come and join us. Every-

one is welcome! Bring yourself, a friend, a relative, a 

neighbor and join the fun!  

 

Our January meeting dates are the 2nd, the 16th, and 

the 30th. Hope to see you 

there!  

 

Questions?  

Contact Elizabeth Smith or 

Donna Goodfriend 
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Fair Trade Artisans  
 

―My income from our scarves means 

my three teenage sons can have enough 

to eat as they grow.  I hope you see our 

scarves and love them and buy them so 

we have more work and income to care 

for our children.  My dream is for them 

to go to university.‖  Nyugen Thi Nga, Vietnam. 

 

You can help people like Nyugen by shopping at the 

Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe, Stone Presbyterian 

Church, 8 S. Park Row, Clinton.  Our hours are 10 a.m. 

to 6:30 p.m. every Thursday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 

second Saturdays. The entrance to our shop is on Wil-

liams Street.   

 

We also offer unique handmade items from 37 other 

countries and our mission is to help people from these 

countries lift themselves out of poverty.  We offer gift 

certificates, accept credit cards and are handicapped 

accessible.  For more information, call 315-853-2933, 

visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 

Do You Hear What I Hear?! 
 

On December 12 Professional 

Technologies (John Puleo and 

his assistant) installed two line 

array JBL CBT100LA column 

speakers and a Behringer DEQ 

2496 audio processor.  The 

speakers shape the sound so it 

fills the pews without echo and 

reverb and the audio processor 

helps to prevent feedback and 

extraneous noise.  After an initial 

break-in at our December 18 service John came back 

on December 21 to tweak the system in time for our 

Christmas Eve service.  The feedback has been posi-

tive—and only from people!   

 

The $2,248 cost for the system was paid for from some 

of the money that Gil Palmer bequeathed us, which his 

niece, Donna Goodfriend, said he would have been 

happy to hear!  

Happy New Year! (continued from page 2) 

 

So we’re off and running!  That’s not to say we 

don’t have our challenges:  maintaining our building, 

improving our financial position, trying not to burn 

out the thirty active members who support all that 

we do, and trying to discern where the Spirit wants 

to lead us as opposed to where we want to go.   

 

It can be challenging, but we are a people of hope.  

As the end of the month we’ll hear the Beatitudes 

where Jesus gives eight blessings as encouragement 

to those who humble themselves before God and 

seek to do right by him.  The Greek word for 

―blessed‖ can also be translated as ―happy,‖ so to be 

blessed is to be happy (and vice versa).  So as we 

continue our journey together as a community of 

faith, blessed are…you.  And blessed New Year! 

 

 Shalom, 

In Memoriam - Eleanor Palmer 
 

Eleanor Palmer, formerly a member 

of our church, died in Southern 

Pines, NC on December 13, 2016 at 

age 96 where she had lived to be near 

her daughter Marian since 2007. 

When Eleanor and her husband Rob 

and family moved to Clinton in 1963, 

Eleanor became active in the com-

munity and our church. 

 

She will be most remembered for her work as Activity 

Director for the Martin Luther Home for 17 years. She 

gave a lot of energy and enthusiasm to that position 

which was contagious to both staff and residents alike. 

To Eleanor, the residents always came first. 

 

Contributions may be made to the Congregational 

Church of Pinehurst/UCC at 895 Linden Road, Pine-

hurst, NC 28374 or to your local Hospice Care.  
  

 



                          Page 9  The Corner  Stone  

No Cooking Necessary! 
 

Many thanks to all of the Stone Church 

members and friends who faithfully serve 

dinner each month at Hope House. Your 

efforts are greatly appreciated!  As always, 

volunteers are needed on the fourth Mon-

day of each month at 3:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the 

back of the sanctuary.  

 

Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.  

Hope House’s Wish List  
 

This month’s wish list includes the following:   
 

 Food: breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot  

 chocolate, butter or margarine 
 

 Toiletries: deodorant, shampoo, conditioner 
 

 Paper goods: napkins, toilet paper 
 

Please leave items in the narthex.  Questions? Contact 

Ceil Gilbert. 

 

   

  Deacons’ Corner 
   

MAY YOU BE BLESSED WITH 

A WONDERFUL YEAR AHEAD! 

by Douglas Pagels 

 

―What amazing gifts the new year brings!  An entire year’s worth of wonderful opportunities, given to us one sunrise 

at a time. Many of the moments ahead will be marvelously disguised as ordinary days, but each one of us has the 

chance to make something extraordinary out of them. 

 

Each new day is a blank page in the diary of your life. Every day you’re given a chance to determine what the words will 

say and how the story will unfold.  If you work it right the story of your life will be a wonderful one. The more reward-

ing you can make each page the more exquisite the entire book will be… and I would love for you to write a master-

piece. 

 

I want you to have pages on understanding and tales of overcoming hardship. I want you to fill your story with romance, 

adventure, success and laughter.  I want each chapter to reflect the gift that you are. As you go about your day I want you 

to remember……goodness will be rewarded.  Smiles will pay you back. Have fun. Find strength. Be truthful. Have faith. 

Don’t focus on anything you lack. 

 

Remember that people are the treasures in life and happiness is the real wealth.  Have a diary that describes how you are 

doing your best, and……… 

 

                                                                     The rest will take care of itself!!!‖ 

 
At the close of one year and the beginning of a new one, our task as a congregation is to keep a vital connection with the 

past, AND to discover the new things God is longing to accomplish in and through us.  This is an essential skill if we 

want to be transformed and grow in our faith, and it is how we can together be part of God’s redemptive purposes for our 

church, in this world. 

 

All of the Deacons look forward to working and being available to our church family in the coming year. Please contact 

any of us with your concerns. 

 

Love and peace, 

Your Deacons 



January Birthdays 
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In Memoriam – Larry Bishop 
 

Lawrence (Larry) O. Bishop, 69, died 

unexpectedly on December 10, 2016 at 

Sitrin Home. Our condolences and 

prayers for his family. 

 

Pastor Scott Leonard conducted a 

graveside funeral service for him along 

with Military Honors on Monday after-

noon, December 19, 2016 at Forest Hills Cemetery in 

Utica. There were no calling hours. 

 

After his accident as a young man he was not able to 

realize his dreams, but he never lost his smile or love of 

his family.  We remember fondly Larry coming to wor-

ship with his mother Sue, who herself passed away just 

a few weeks ago after years of her and the family tak-

ing care of Larry. We take comfort that Larry and his 

parents are now reunited in their baptism. 

 

Per the family’s wishes, those wishing to make a dona-

tion to Disabled American Veterans, PO Box 14301, 

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0301 or DAV.org. 

 

A full obituary can be found on the Owens-Pavlot & 

Rogers Funeral Service web site at: 

http://owens-pavlot.com/tribute/details/687/Lawrence-

Larry-Bishop/obituary.html#tribute-start  

Remember in Prayer     
 

 

- Doris Locke 

- Danuta and Boleslaw (Ewa’s parents) 

- Ewa Lawrence 

- Carole Grove 

- Courtney Britcher Gus and family 

- Family of Susanne Deborah Henderson Stickles 

- Judy Raney 

- Chris Woods and his family 

- Moore family 

- Joann 

- Lynn 

- Family of Gilbert Palmer 

- Family of Kelly Connors-Sugarman 

- Family of Robert Grozl 

- Family and friends of Carol Gilley 

- John Prall 

- Family of Wilma Lawson 

- Family of Laura Grace Eisenhower 

- Cheryl (Scott’s nephew’s mother-in-law) 

- Florence Morgan 

- Family of Shirley Sollinger 

- Esther Kanipe 

- Susanne Max (Emily Hughes’ sister) 

- Family of Keith Dewey (Dennis’ father) 

- Carolyn Barnum 

- Bishop/Huther families 

- Debra LaFont 

- Shirley and JoAnn Tolbert 

- Prayer of thanks for volunteers 

- Kloidt-Gilligan family 

- Family of Eleanor Palmer 

- Refugees 

- Joy for the Menard/Coven families 

- Joy for the Leonard/Hirshfield families 

 

1 - Frank Milana 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

  Doug Lockwood 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

21 - Doris Siedsma 

  Kurt Whittemore 

 

 

 

 

 

22 - John Stiefvater 

28 - Beverley Sullivan 

  Alizah Fletcher 

Baptism of Camryn 
 

Don’t miss our January 29 service where we will be 

baptizing Camryn, daughter of Kristen and Lauren St. 

Hilaire-D’Antonio!  This will be our sixth baptism in 

thirteen months! 

New Births 
 

We welcome a couple of new souls into the world: 

 

 Emma Rose Coven born on December 13 to  

 parents Liz and Ben Coven.  John and Chris 

 Menard are grandparents. 

 Jay Hirshfield born on December 17 to parents 

 Leanne and Ben Hirshfield.  Helen and Scott 

 Leonard are grandparents. 

 

Blessings and joy on them all! 
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Don’t forget the Deacons! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month.  All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Stone Storytellers told the Christmas Stories 
 

The Stone Storytellers told stories for Christmas from Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John, and Galatians on December 4 at the First 

Baptist Church on the green in Hamilton, NY for an interde-

nominational (30 different churches!) Bible study group and did 

a reprise for the Presbyterian Residential Community Decem-

ber 13.  People had hear our storytellers before and wanted 

them back and for others to hear!  Now the storytellers, in addi-

tion to telling at our regular worship services, are planning for 

our annual Epic Storytelling on Palm Sunday Evening on April 

9 where they will tell stories from most of the Gospel of Mat-

thew.   

 

The Stone Storytellers focus on the spiritual dimension of 

learning the texts of scripture by heart, on improving our skills,  

and on taking what we have to offer out to other churches. We are uniquely blessed by God to have these gifted and 

committed people who so eagerly share the joy and vitality of telling the sacred texts by heart. We always welcome new-

comers! 

 

The Stone Storytellers meet monthly at Stone Church (usually on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.) to tell 

stories and make plans for telling the texts by heart in worship. Over 50 texts from the Revised Common Lectionary are 

learned and told by heart in worship every year. For more details see Scott Leonard. 

Communion with our Homebound 
 

Pastor Scott Leonard delivered communion to our 

homebound (pictured here) on December 17. They 

were all in good spirits and doing well, though they 

miss attending worship. We miss them as well, but are 

glad they are still in our church family!  

Clockwise from bottom left: Flo Morgan,             

Doris Locke, Gil Adams, Bev Sullivan, and 

Fred Kaiser 

When can I use the labyrinth? 
 

The labyrinth is available in 

the Stone Church sanctuary for 

those who would like to use it 

for prayer and meditation. The 

church is open Monday 

through Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Also, the church 

is open Thursdays while the Fair Trade Shoppe is open 

until 6:30 p.m. 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Bev Sullivan will be 95 January 28th. She’s happy to 

have some of her family back in Clinton. Best wishes 

to a lovely gal! 



Please note… 
 

The deadline for the February 

issue of the newsletter is Monday, 

January 23. Contact Midge  

Bakos, editor, at 853-2951 with 

questions or comments.   

 The Corner Stone 
 Stone Presbyterian Church 

 P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

 Clinton, NY 13323 

 
 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Peggy Weldon  Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi  Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                           email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

Newsletter team  
 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, 

Ceil Gilbert, and Helen Leo-

nard who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this 

issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!     




