
 
 

An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
1st Sunday of Advent – December 3, 2017 

 

We Gather in the Hope 
 
PRELUDE   ―O Come, O Come Immanuel‖  Alec Wyton     

(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
CHORAL INTROIT & POURING OF BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 80) 
 
THE 1st ADVENT CANDLE: Hope  
 
UNISON PRAYER 
 

Dear God, help us to get ready for your coming into our community as 
you did so long ago in Bethlehem.  Give us clear sight, so that the Light 
of your face not be washed out by all the Christmas lights and 
decorations.  Give us silence, so that your voice not be drowned out by 
the commercial din of the holiday season.  But most of all, God, give us 
penitent hearts that recognize our need to be restored before we can 
truly receive the gift of your son.  Help us to remember that it is 
through this Christmas gift the very first one, and the only one that 
really matters that hope returns to the world.  Amen. 

 
+HYMN #1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  STUTTGART  

 
+THE ADVENT GIVING - HOPE HOUSE 
You are invited to bring forward your offering of hope for Hope House 
 

WELCOME     
 
 
 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first in silence, then together as found in the insert) 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY   (to the tune GLORIA) 

 To our God in joy we sing, 
 To the Son let praises ring, 
            And the Holy Spirit praise, 
            As this joyous song we raise: 
            Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!  
            Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

We Listen for God’s Word of Hope 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the concluding “amen” aloud.) 

   

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE                  
    

     Isaiah 64:1–9  A plea for God’s mercy. 
           The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  TOLD BY ANNE DUNN 
                                     
ANTHEM             ―O Come, O Come Immanuel‖  Natalie Sleeth/Jane Marshall 
 

  1 Corinthians 1:3–9   God gives spiritual gifts that we might be blameless.  
    The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 

 
    Mark 13:24–37  Signs of the end of the age. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.    

  

CONVERSATION WITH CHILDREN 
 
SERMON  but I’m Tired       
    
 
 

 



We Respond in Hopeful Faith with Thanksgiving 
 
+HYMN #7     Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth     MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 
+AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  (based on the Prologue to the Gospel of John) 

In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through him, and without him nothing was made. What was 
made in him was life,    and the life was the light of humankind. The 
light shines in the darkness,     and the darkness has not been able to 
overcome it.  

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
OFFERTORY  Fughetta on ―Savior of the Nations, Come” Andreas Nikolaus Vetter       
                                     
+A DOXOLOGY                                                                                         ADESTE FIDELIS 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
O Come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 INVITATION 
 GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (as found in the insert) 

COMMUNION IN THE BREAD OF LIFE AND CUP OF SALVATION 
(Please hold the bread until all are served, but drink the cup when you take it.) 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
We Go Out to Serve in the Name of Christ 

+HYMN #332  Live Into Hope  TRURO 

 
+CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

+CHORAL RESPONSE 

+POSTLUDE                            

 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
December 3, 2017 ~ 1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  iiss  ttoo  bbee  aann  iinnvviittiinngg,,  ssppiirriittuuaall  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  
eennggaaggiinngg  iinn  wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhaatt  iinnssppiirreess  aanndd  cchhaalllleennggeess  uuss  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  aanndd  ggrrooww  

aass  wwee  rreeaacchh  oouutt  iinn  ccaarriinngg  aanndd  sseerrvviiccee,,  ttrruussttiinngg  iinn  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323            Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933   ToniAnne Gardiner, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@verizon.net                                                Jesse Miller, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first in silence, then together) 

Almighty God,  
we confess our sin to you and to one another.  
Give us grace to trust and hope in the Good News, 
the light that shines in the darkness.  
Give us hopeful hearts and hands to serve,  
to put on Christ each day, showing his light and love in our lives. 
Help us always to be ready, not distracted by the anxieties of this life, 
but living with expectant hope in your loving plans for the future, 
working for the day when your will is done on earth as it is in heaven; 
through the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever and to ages of ages. Amen. 

 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
          Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. Fughetta on “Savior of the 
Nations, Come” Andreas Nikolaus Vetter       
          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
           

 …who praise the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 …Let all your people now tell your story, repeating these words: 

 
We remember his death,  
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory. 

 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first in silence, then together) 

Almighty God,  
we confess our sin to you and to one another.  
Give us grace to trust and hope in the Good News, 
the light that shines in the darkness.  
Give us hopeful hearts and hands to serve,  
to put on Christ each day, showing his light and love in our lives. 
Help us always to be ready, not distracted by the anxieties of this life, 
but living with expectant hope in your loving plans for the future, 
working for the day when your will is done on earth as it is in heaven; 
through the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever and to ages of ages. Amen. 

 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
          Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
           

 …who praise the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 …Let all your people now tell your story, repeating these words: 

 
We remember his death,  
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory. 

 
 


