
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day
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AWelcoming and Affirming Congregation
4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 24, 2017

WeGather in Love

PRELUDE “Unto Us a Child is Born” Nicolaus LeBégue

(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship)

CHORAL INTROIT & POURING OF BAPTISMALWATER

CALL TOWORSHIP (based on Psalm 89)

THE 4th ADVENT CANDLE: LOVE
Gary and Judy LaGasse

UNISON PRAYER

God of love, surprise us with your love. Come to us as a babe in a
manger when we expect a warrior king. Bring light to our lives—even
to those parts of our lives that we don’t even realize are in darkness.
Prod us, encourage us, fill us, sustain us with the love that only you
can give. Amen.

+HYMN #11 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

+THE ADVENT GIVING – Prison Ministry
You are invited to bring forward your offering of love for the local prison ministry by
purchasing Bibles for those imprisoned to use for services and classes

WELCOME

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
…This we confess.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

+A DOXOLOGY (to the tune GLORIA)

To our God in joy we sing,
To the Son let praises ring,
And the Holy Spirit praise,
As this joyous song we raise:
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST

We Listen for theWord of the Lord

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
(You are invited to say the concluding “amen” aloud.)

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 The house of David will be forever
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. TOLD BY ANNE DUNN

ANTHEM “O Love, O Joy” Allan Robert Petker

Romans 16:25–27 Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles.
TheWord of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.

Luke 1:26–38 The Annunciation of Mary.
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.

CONVERSATIONWITH CHILDREN

SERMON Pregnant Pause

We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving
+HYMN (insert) O Lord, How Shall WeMeet You to GOD REST YE MERRY



+AFFIRMING OUR FAITH (based on the Prologue to the Gospel of John)

In the beginning was theWord. And the Word was with God, and the
Wordwas God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him nothing was made. What was
made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to
overcome it. The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to his own home, and his
own people did not receive him. But to those who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God. And
theWord became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth. We
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. And from
his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LORD’S PRAYER & CHORAL RESPONSE
“debts/debtors” (Traditional,Hymnal, p. 16)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “In the Bleak Midwinter” Kirby Shaw

+A DOXOLOGY ADESTE FIDELIS

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O Come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,
O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION

WeGo Out to Serve in the Name of Christ

+HYMN #48 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Johannes Brahms

+CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

+CHORAL RESPONSE

+POSTLUDE

STONE CHURCHWELCOMES YOU TOWORSHIP
December 24, 2017 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent

TheThe purposepurpose ofof StoneStone ChurchChurch isis toto bebe anan inviting,inviting, spiritualspiritual communitycommunity ofof Christ,Christ,
engagingengaging inin worshipworship thatthat inspiresinspires andand challengeschallenges usus toto learnlearn andand growgrow

asas wewe reachreach outout inin caringcaring andand service,service, trustingtrusting inin thethe lovelove ofof GodGod.

All the People, Ministers

Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
315-853-2933 ToniAnne Gardiner, Office Administrator
stonepres@verizon.net Jesse Miller, Sexton

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres



O Lord, How Shall WeMeet You
(Tune: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”)

Paul Gerhardt, 1653
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863 ~ Alt., Dennis Dewey 2007

1. O Lord, how shall we meet— you to welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet— you, our hope and hearts’ delight.
O kindle, Lord most ho—ly, a lamp within our breast,
To— do that which pleas—es you best, pleases you best,
To— do— that which pleas—es you best.

2. Love caused your incarna— tion, love gave you human birth.
Your thirst for peace and whole— ness salvation brought to the earth.
Your love beyond all tell— ing for all the human race,
Brings you near to— save— and embrace, save and embrace,
Brings you near— to— save— and embrace.

3. Abundant life you off— er, a life that will not die.
You will not fail or leave— us as earthly treasures fly.
Our hearts with joy now overflow our spirits to renew
To— give you the praise that you are due, praise you are due,
To— give— you the praise that you are due!
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