The Corner Stone
Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

January 2018
January 7, 2018
Baptism of the Lord (Communion)
Genesis 1:1–5 The voice of the Lord is powerful
Psalm 29
A vision of those who have come through persecution.
Acts 19:1–7 We are God's children
Mark 1:4–11 Baptism of Jesus
Sermon: ―The Beginning‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching

January 14, 2018
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20) The call of Samuel.
Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18
The Lord has searched and known us
1 Corinthians 6:12–20 Consider your own call.
John 1:43–51
Jesus calls Nathaniel to be a disciple.
Sermon: ―Follow‖ – Scott Leonard, CLP preaching

January 21, 2018
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
The Lord is the light and salvation
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Paul urges church unity.
Matthew 4:12-23
Jesus calls fishermen to be his disciples.
Letty Umidi, CLP preaching

January 28, 2018
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15–20
The Lord will raise up a new prophet.
Psalm 111
Praise God for his wonderful works!
1 Corinthians 8:1–13 Eating food that's been offered to idols.
Mark 1:21–28
Jesus exorcises an unclean spirit.
Sermon: ―Is Nothing Sacred?‖ – Scott Leonard preaching

The Corner Stone
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The Pastors’ Corner

For old times’ sake
In 1848 in area in southwest Ohio that 18 years later would become a village with the singular name ―Trotwood‖ (there is no other in the U.S.) the Christian Church was founded.
Some years later the congregation moved down the road where they built a new small brick
church and in 1931 with a merger of denominations became the Trotwood Congregational
Church and in 1957 with the denominational merger with Evangelical and Reformed church
(itself mergers of earlier denominations) became the Trotwood United Church of Christ
(TUCC). At about the same time with the boom in post-WW II attendance a whole new wing was built for
Sunday school and fellowship. In 1970 another renovation was done that totally revamped the sanctuary reversing what had been the front of the church, the back, so the sanctuary could be extended and the narthex
(vestibule) expanded to make the original church more integrated with the wing. In 1996 an elevator was installed in the narthex in honor of my father for those who needed the assistance.
On Sunday December 31, 2017 the congregation will have a night service that will end at midnight with toasts
and champagne as they celebrate their 170th year as a congregation—and
their last service as such. With less than a dozen attending on a Sunday
and the average age around 83 they decided it was time to dissolve. The
demographics and social-economic conditions in my hometown have
changed dramatically since I moved to Clinton, NY in 1980 as well as the
general cultural shift from traditional mainline denominations. They sold
the buildings and property to nearby Phillips Temple Church, a Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church, historically an African-American denomination. Phillips has hundreds of members and is thrilled to have another facility to use for expanding its programs and outreach in the community.
It is bittersweet as current moderator of the church Council for my mother, Rose, to be presiding over and
leading the decision for the congregation, many of whom have worshipped together for 50 years, to disband
and go their separate ways. I am wistful as well knowing my last visit in October was the last I will have. This
was the church I attended in my youth, where I was confirmed and baptized as a teenager, where the other
boys in my confirmation class and I played a physical game of tackle-tag-hide-and-seek (we called, ―The
Game‖) after confirmation classes on Wednesday nights (when the choir was practicing in the sanctuary no
less), and where I kept my membership years after I moved here out of love for the church (until they gently
pointed out they still had to pay per capita for me as an absentee member; I then transferred my membership
to Stone—and started paying my per capita there).
And yet I am not sad because it is not important how long a church
building stays open, but what is done by those who worshipped in
that building and not just in the good works they do (which, like
most churches, TUCC did a lot), but also how they nurture and enrich those in the church. Through Facebook I keep in nominal
touch with many of my peers who attended TUCC, and almost all
of them still live out their lives as faithful followers of Jesus,
spreading that Good News of peace and reconciliation through the
grace of God by which we are redeemed. My journey as commissioned lay pastor at Stone would not have happened without my experience at TUCC for which I will be ever grateful. So on New
Year’s Eve we'll take a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.
Shalom,
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past

Rev. W. Courtland Robinson
Eighth Pastor from October 25, 1892 – October 10, 1896
(4 years)
As stated in a notice from the Clinton Courier:
―Resolved that the announcement by our pastor, the Rev. W. Courtland Robinson, that
he has accepted a call to the pastorate of the Potsdam Presbyterian Church gives us both pleasure and pain—pleasure that his sterling qualities of intellect, culture, consecrated enthusiasm
and social gifts are so widely recognized, with keenest regret at the prospect of losing a beloved
pastor, whose faithful and large-hearted ministrations, both in the pulpit and in the community
have been fruitful in wholesome growth to the church and in whatsoever gives value to the
Christian ministry.‖
When Rev. Courtland Robinson received an unsolicited call to serve at Potsdam he felt that God had
called him to move on after serving four wonderful years here at Stone Church. He penned a thoughtful six
page letter of resignation. In part he assured the congregation ―that there is nothing in the relations here that
drive me away, they rather bid me to stay‖…―our relations as pastor and people have been most cordial; not
once have I felt even a trace of real unchristian friction…my predecessor Rev. Dr. Hudson has shown the wisdom and love that becometh a Christian in all his relations with me. I feel deeply indebted to him for his forbearance and fatherly advice…‖We have prospered both materially and spiritually—the church is united and
harmonious,‖…―it is with gratitude to you all for past favor and with many real regret, that I now ask you to
join me in requesting the Presbytery of Utica to dissolve the pastoral relationship…‖
When Rev. Robinson came to Clinton as a young man one of the main events early in his ministry was
the celebration of the Centennial of the installation of Rev. Norton when the congregation looked back with
gratitude over 100 years of continuous and notable service. The Centennial was held September 27, 1893—a
well planned and a huge affair. Rev. Robinson presided over the afternoon exercises that included Rev. Hudson’s Historical and Memorial address where we learned so much about the history of not only Rev. Norton’s
forty years with us but history about the early settlers. Professor Edward North, L.L.D. also read another memorial paper followed by a reading of letters of those invited guests who could not attend and who had ties to
Clinton. The evening exercises included more addresses by local dignitaries including Dr. Brockway, Rev.
Norton’s grandson who gave an historical sketch of his grandfather. Hymns composed by Thomas Hastings
and the Rev. Samson Occum, an Indian Presbyterian minister who had served as pastor for the local Brothertown Indians, were sung with vigor. Rev. Robinson closed the evening exercises with the benediction.
After serving at Potsdam, Rev. Robinson became the pastor of a church in Philadelphia, then the First
Church in Delhi, NY and for a number of years he was the editor of the National Church Weekly Journal, ―The
Presbyterian‖. He passed away on March 13, 1938 following an operation at Delhi Hospital, Delhi New York.
In conclusion, Rev. Courtland Robinson’s ministry at Clinton was best described by the Clinton Courier notice shown above. It bears re-reading
Midge Bakos
Historian
* Thanks to ToniAnne Gardiner for locating a picture from the Princeton Theological Seminary and an obituary for additional facts
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Annual Congregational Meeting - January 28
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on
Sunday, January 28, 2018 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, concurring in the Session’s 2018 budget, and acting on any other business that may be properly brought
before the congregation. All active members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to vote.

Budget Review – January 21st
As we have been doing annually for a number of years, an informal review of the budget will be done after
worship on January 21st in the Norton Room. The purpose is to review in some detail with the congregation
the 2018 budget as well as how 2017 came out. Since it is the session that approves the budget, the budget is
not an item of business at the congregational meeting and so will be minimally discussed.

Wanted: Your Per Capita!

Early Pledges Wanted

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this
year is $39.42 per member. The church is assessed this
amount for each member on the membership roll. The
per capita is the cost of our representative democracy
as a church and supports the meetings and operations
of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please
consider sending your per capita either directly to the
church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in your pledge envelope.

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church in the winter months (January
through April) than summer months, even during a
relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if possible.
We will, of course, keep good track of what you have
paid towards your pledge.
Questions? See Peter Massi.

Country Pantry.
BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will meet every
two weeks at 6:00 pm. The
first Bible study will start
January 8th, the lessons will
be based on the movie ―The Shack‖ and it’s
open to everyone at Stone Presbyterian and
friends who might be interested in this study.

Monetary donations are always appreciated to apply
towards the expense of the perishable food items. Just
make checks payable to the Country Food Pantry and
put it in the offering plate or if you wish you can mail
it to: Country Pantry, P.O. Box 76, Clinton, New
York 13323
Questions please see Judy LaGasse

The Stone Choir
CHOIR: There will be no Choir rehearsal on December 31st, and January 7th, Choir will resume at 9:00 a.m.
on January 14th2018.
Thank you to Nancy Ketz for filling in as our Organist for the two weeks that the Kolb's have been on vacation
and including our Celebration of Life for Florence Morgan.

The Corner Stone
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Don’t forget the Deacons!
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on those
Sundays goes to support the ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Mary Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Gary LaGasse, Judy LaGasse,
Emily Massi, Bev Miller, Brooke Villiere, or Grace Whittemore.
Deacon’s Corner
JANUARY DEACON’S CORNER
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the
benefits Thou hast given me, for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more
clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.
—- from a prayer that Richard of Chichester, a thirteenth-century bishop, was heard saying on his
deathbed.
The Deacons wish everyone a very lovely new year, with lots of fun and happy surprises. Hopefully, your New Year’s Resolutions are being drawn up. If you are like most of us you have made
a long list and have put it away to be opened next December to see how faithful you were. Speaking of being faithful, how about making a resolution this year to love God more clearly, more
dearly and more nearly each and every day!
In Remembrance of Florence Morgan
Florence Morgan 96, went to be with her Lord Christmas morning December 25, 2017
joining her husband Elmer ―Bud‖ Morgan who had preceded her in death September 2006
after a wonderful union of 63 years. They had met at Hope College and married in 1943. As a
Marine officer ―Bud‖ was sent to Hawaii in World War II. In spite of the horrors of that experience, the couple exchanged love letters daily and Florence carefully preserved them.
Florence’s marriage and family of four daughters Julie, Susan, Ellen, and Margaret
were her priority. As Julie recalls, they were on the receiving end of her household management—delicious meals, an
expert seamstress, and family organizer. Florence supported ―Bud‖ in every way during his teaching/coaching career,
retirement, and illness.
She also made sure the girls received their Christian upbringing in church school at Stone Church as well as at
home. Florence, a lover of nature was the daughter of a country veterinarian—helping him out by going with him on
―selected calls‖. She gave her daughters enjoyment of butterfly collections and lessons in wildflowers and bird identification.
After teaching elementary school for 14 years, Florence enjoyed being a volunteer reading to residents at the
Lutheran Home treating them to the ―Little House on the Prairie‖ books‖ by L. Ingalls Wilder. The Rescue Mission was
also a favorite volunteer spot and charity. Florence was a detailed record keeper including scrapbooks of Bud’s coaching
career, photo albums, collections, and the before mentioned love letters. She was a special hostess when welcoming
Clinton Comet hockey players and Clinton ABC program exchange students to their home and looked forward to entertaining the Beatty Ave. neighbors in their home at Christmas Eve parties.
She was an avid Yankee fan who knew all the players names and read a biography of one of her favorite players.
The girls saw to it that she had the Syracuse U. Orange basketball team schedule complete with the channel where the
game could be seen.
For over forty years Tues. afternoon was reserved for an ecumenical bible study where she introduced the practice of sending member birthday cards and /or ―get-well‖ or ―thinking of you‖ cards to members of the group—a tradition that continues today. As an extension of her faith she encouraged Stone Church members to use the Daily Devotional books, ―These Days‖ by donating an extra supply in recent years.
God Bless you Good and Faithful Servant!
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Remember in Prayer
Prayer Request

The Family of Florence Morgan
Bob Simon
Bill Porter
Donna Robinson

January
1 - Frank Milana
5 - Cynthia Crossley
12 - Mark Harrington
Doug Lockwood
14 - Cole Cushman
17 - Frank Whittemore
21 - Doris Siedsma
Kurt Whittemore
22 - John Stiefvater
28 - Beverley Sullivan
Alizah Fletcher

Judy Snow
Ashley Harris
Ewa Lawrence and family
Doris Locke

Happy Birthday Bev Sullivan

Judy Raney

Bev Sullivan will be 96 on January 28th . She’s pleased that
most of her family is back in the Clinton area. She keeps busy
at the Masonic Home in an art class, crafts and ceramics. Bev
has quite a display of her works in her room. Best wishes to a
lovely lady on her birthday.

Moore family
Lynn
Joann
Tom
Esther Kanipe

Donation & Note to the Corner Stone

Juan Tanton & Family

Dear Newsletter Team,
I so appreciate the newsletter with the readings, the news, and
love that radiates from it. I wish you a very joyful and peaceful Christmas. I will be moving next year to Cincinnati Ohio
for another job. I am looking forward to the newsletter and I
have included a donation for the program.
Love,
Yannick Grenier
($100.00 Donation)

The Dietz Family

To Mr. Grenier,

Kevin Karin Family

Thank you for your kind works and donation. Both
have been greatly appreciated.

Carolyn Barnum
Debra LaFont
Elizabeth Willson
Kim Hillage Powell
Doug Lockwood
Bob & Susan Ryerson

I pray for my children and grandchildren to
seek God; and attend church.

Sincerely,

Please be advised that Carolyn Barnum address The Corner Stone Staff
has changed, her new address is:
THANK YOU!
Gardens of Port St. Luci
1699 SE Lyngate Drive Apt. 256
Port St. Luci, Florida 34952

For the Gift certificate we received from the church for
Christmas.
ToniAnne & Ben Gardiner
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1929-2017 Hope House
As Hope House is a mission from our church, below is an article from the Utica Observer Dispatch that tells us
how Reverend Kirk Hudson was an inspiration to our community. Please Enjoy
Sincerely,
Bev Miller
―*When it came to offering hope for a needy community, put the Rev. Kirk Hudson at the top of the list.
In 1992, the retired Presbyterian minister teamed up with Father Fred Daley of St. Francis deSales
Church in Utica and founded a mission in a ramshackle barroom adjacent to the former James Center
Hotel on Whitesboro Street. Here, they served food - and hope - to Utica’s downtrodden, many of whom
lived in the hotel and surrounding area. Appropriately enough, they called it Hope House.
Just six months later, a fire displaced the new mission and it moved to Eagle Street. And soon, due to a
growing need, Hope House will relocate to an 8,000-square foot facility at South and Steuben streets.
Through all the transition, Hudson remained a steadfast beacon of hope that defined what has become a
valuable Utica institution.
Hudson died Saturday at his New Hartford home at the age of 88.
Hudson was rarely, if ever, without a smile. His gentle nature and graceful spirit warmed a room like a ray of sunshine
and energized an army of volunteers that continue to power Hope House today. He was forever grateful to those volunteers, and in 1998 wrote a book, “Hope for the Hungry, A Modern Day Miracle,” which recounts the mission’s history.
Hudson retired from a 2,700-member congregation in Michigan and came to the Utica area in 1992 to serve as interim
pastor at New Hartford Presbyterian Church. He and his wife liked the area so much that they decided to stay. He
quickly immersed himself in the community, and when the idea of Hope House came along, he discovered a ministry he
hadn’t seen before. He never looked back.
In a 1998 interview, Hudson said: “Hope House has been the most challenging thing I’ve ever done in my 45-year
career. ... I truly feel that God sent me to Utica.”
And we’re so very glad that He did. “

*Posted Dec 5, 2017 at 3:00 AM Updated Dec 5, 2017 at 7:04 AM Utica Observe Dispatch
A huge Thank You to the following volunteers who
served at Hope House during 2017;
Mary Chamberlain
Emily Hughes
Mary Keane
Gary LaGasse
Judy LaGasse
Sarah Lalonde
Bev Miller
Hal Rance
Linda Rance
Grace Whittemore
Your help is greatly appreciated.
Sorry if I have left anyone out.

Hope House’s Wish List
This month’s wish list includes the following:
Food Breakfast cereal, coffee, sugar, hot chocolate,
butter or margarine, toiletries, deodorant, shampoo,
conditioner, paper goods, napkins, toilet paper
Please leave items in the narthex. Questions? Contact Ceil Gilbert.
Do you have any old dishcloths or dishtowels?
When you replace your dishcloths and towels,
please consider donating your old ones to Hope
House. They are in desperate need of cleaning
cloths and would greatly appreciate any donations.
It doesn’t matter how worn they are, they can still
be used for cleaning. They can be placed in the
Hope House basket in the narthex. Any questions,
contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com.
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Mission Opportunities
Mission: The Opportunities are Endless - Unfortunately

Advent Offerings and Beyond
During December, as we contemplate the coming of Christ, we were reminded of Christ’s messages of Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love through the lighting of the Advent candles. Each candle represented one of these four
powerful truths that can work towards transforming our world. As a congregation, we were asked to both contemplate our roles in a better world and to provide financial assistance to the separate missions selected for
their activities on behalf of those marginalized peoples of our world.
Our congregation’s offerings towards these missions have enabled us to make the generous donations to Hope
House, Presbyterian Mission Agency Peacemaking & Global Witness, Christmas Joy for retired Clergy and
Presbyterian Education Scholarships, Prison Ministry and the Country Pantry. Additionally, our commitment
to sharing the bounty we enjoy enabled the Women’s Association to work with the Neighborhood Center to
adopt two Christmas families.
Thank you for your participation in supporting these worthy missions. While there are no special offerings
scheduled in January, it is expected that each of us will remain mindful of and responsive to the multitudinous
needs that all people have. Through prayer, financial commitment and willingness to respond to unexpected
opportunities, we can strive to serve God and Christ with love and generosity.

Mary Ann Stiefvater

Thank you for your advent offerings
Stone Presbyterian Church was able to accomplish the following:
Hope Offering - $250.00

Joy Offering - $146.00

Love Offering - $167.00

Peace Offering - $208.00
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Building Stones Fair Trade Shop
We are pleased to announce that the Fair Trade Shop has donated $1000 to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and an additional $1000 to The Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees.
Thank you all for your support.
Without these hardworking volunteers the Fair Trade Shop would not be successful, a big THANK YOU to
the following individuals
Lauralyn Kolb
Ceil Gilbert

Donna Goodfriend
Emily Hughes

Dave and Carol White

Pat and Buzz Joseph

Mary Chamberlain

Barb Greene

Gerry Gogel

Peggy Weldon

Elizabeth Smith

Grace Whittemore

Helen and Scott Leonard

Bev Miller

Anne Dunn

Julie Rand

Patty Kloidt

Mary Chamberlin

How about some nice organically grown warm socks to keep your feet toasty this winter? Our Organic Merino Wool for our Maggie’s socks is grown by over 100 family farmers in the Chubut region of southern Argentina and made in the US. We
have a very large selection of various colored and patterned scoks, along with
exquisite jewelry, baskets, collectibles, wood items, chocolate and food
items, clothing and toys from 38 different countries in our Fair Trade
Shop at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and
healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and
hope for marginalized people. Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday and 10am to 4pm second Saturdays. For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres.

We are pleased to announce that the Fair Trade Shop has donated $1000 to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and an additional $1000 to The Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees.
Thank you all for your support.
Ceil Gilbert
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb
Office Manager: ToniAnne Gardiner
Treasurer: Peter Massi
Office: 315-853-2933
Newsletter team
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev
Miller, and Emily Hughes who have
collated, folded, taped and labeled
this issue of The Corner Stone just for
you!

Sexton: Jesse Miller
Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
email: stonepres@verizon.net
Please note…
The deadline for the
issue of the
newsletter is Monday January 22, 2018
Contact Midge Bakos, editor, at 315-853-2951

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

