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WORSHIP IN MAY AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN MAY AT STONE CHURCH 

 

 

May 6, 2018 – 6th Sunday of Easter (Communion) 

Acts 10:44-48  The Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit  

Psalm 98  Sing to the Lord a new song! 

1 John 5:1-6  Faith overcomes the world. 

John 15:9-17  Jesus’ great commandment: Love one another.  

Sermon:  ―Love is Love is Love‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

May 13, 2018 – Ascension of the Lord (Communion) 

Acts 1:1-11  Ascension of Jesus into heaven. 

Psalm 47  Clap your hands, all you peoples! 

Ephesians 1:15-23 God has enthroned Christ over all things. 

Luke 24:36-53  Jesus ascends into heaven.  

Sermon:  ―What Goes Up…‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 2018 – Pentecost Sunday (Communion) 

Acts 2:1-21 The story of Pentecost. 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Romans 8:22–27  The Spirit prays for us. 

John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 Jesus promises the Holy Spirit. 

Rev. Helen Tracy preaching  
 

 

 

May 27, 2018 – Trinity Sunday (Communion) 

Isaiah 6:1-8  The call of the prophet Isaiah. 

Psalm 29  The voice of God is over the waters. 

Romans 8:12-17 The Spirit fills us with life. 

John 3:1-17  Jesus talks to Nicodemus.  

Sermon:  ―Born of the Spirit‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
                    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

          The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

               engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

                   as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Do this in remembrance of me 
 

A new record (I think).  That is what we will have on June 3 by God’s grace.  We will 

have celebrated the Lord’s Supper five times in a row, which I don’t recall ever 

happening at Stone (though there are a lot things I don’t seem to recall as the years 

accumulate).  Now if we were Catholic it would be news if we didn’t have the Eucharist 

every week.  Among other denominations the frequency of celebrating communion varies 

widely:  infrequently for the Baptists, almost weekly for Lutherans and Anglicans.   
 

When I was growing up, most mainline (now oldline) churches celebrated communion maybe once a 

quarter.  Many now celebrate it monthly, often the first Sunday of the month, and, at least at Stone, we also 

celebrate it for most church holidays.  This year, we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper on May 6 and June 3, 

the first Sundays of their respective months, with the communion stewards serving the people.  May 13 we 

celebrate the Ascension of the Lord (though technically that occurs on Thursday May 10, forty days after 

Easter Sunday), May 20 we celebrate Pentecost (the eponymously named fiftieth day after Easter and end of 

the Easter season), and May 27 we celebrate Trinity Sunday (the first of 27 Sundays—for 2018—in 

Ordinary Time).  We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper those Sundays by intinction (from Latin ―dip into‖) 

where the people come up to the table, take a piece of bread and dip it into the cup.  Thus, five Sundays in a 

row.   
 

Why is this a big deal?  Well, because how often you celebrate communion it is up for interpretation.  In the 

Gospel of Luke, for example, Jesus says, ―Do this in remembrance of me.‖ (Luke 22:19b), but not how 

often.  It is in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 11:23b-26) where he records Jesus saying, ―Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.‖  As the church became more structured and formal, so did the 

Lord’s Supper, so that in the Middle Ages, while the Eucharist was celebrated weekly, other than the priest, 

people rarely partook themselves because it had become too sacred and they were too sinful; they partook 

vicariously by watching, not by eating and drinking.  They also no longer understood the Latin so that even 

the words had become mysterious; it is thought that from the liturgy, ―Hoc est enim corpus meum‖ (―This is 

my body‖) came a corrupted version used by legerdemains (―sleight of hand‖/magicians) starting in the 17th 

century: ―hocus pocus.‖  The liturgy was now magic words.   
 

The Protestants, as part of the Reformation, sought to change that, and indeed people did start to fully 

participate by taking the bread and the cup, but they were very reluctant to have communion frequently.  

John Calvin, leader of the Reformed movement, a bit frustrated, wanted it celebrated weekly and indeed our 

Book of Order says, ―It is appropriate to celebrate the Lord’s Supper as often as each Lord’s Day.‖  (In 

contrast, for our other sacrament, ―Baptism is received only once.‖)  And when I brought up to our session, 

which has to approve when we have communion, this possible five-in-a-row, they enthusiastically supported 

it. 
 

Unlike baptism, we have more than one name for this sacrament, the most common are communion, the 

Lord’s Supper, and the Eucharist and our Book of Order uses all three.  Eucharist is taken directly from the 

Greek meaning ―thanksgiving‖, which is part of the liturgy.  It emphasizes the essential nature of the 

sacrament as an offering of thanksgiving for the gift of God’s grace in Jesus Christ and tends to be used in 

ecumenical terms and by Roman Catholics.  The Lord’s Supper emphasizes that Christ instituted the 

sacrament, and connects the meal with its celebration on the Lord’s Day (Sunday) and is favored by 

Protestant and Reformed churches, such as ourselves.  Holy Communion evokes the spiritual union of Christ 

and his people the church, one body, united at a common table.  Indeed communion, community, and 

common all stem from the same word.  So for five consecutive Sundays, we will celebrate with 

thanksgiving, a meal with Christ as instituted by Christ in spiritual union with Christ both as members of the 

body and as one body, as a community of faith.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Shalom, 
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Historical period revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

An Updated Version of the Church Manse 
 

By action of the trustees is the following resolution: 
 

―Resolved:  that it is expedient for the Society of Clinton, to purchase or build a parsonage, 
and that we take the immediate measures to accomplish this object…that at least $2000 be 
subscribed before work can be done, half to be paid by Oct. 1, 1850 and the other half by 
Apr. 1 1851…‖ May 14, 1850 
 

In early September 1850, it was voted to purchase a lot (93 ft.3 in. wide and 330 ft. long) from 
Elder Rowe on College St. and to hire Mr. Frederick Brooks to build a house identical to the one 
that he had just finished on Water St. (Kirkland Ave.) Very detailed plans for every facet of the 
work were laid out and Deacon Isaac Williams designed the division of the rooms. Isaac, an 
accomplished carpenter in his own right in his earlier years, was noted for building the Elihu Root 
House, the Keck house, and the Azel Backus House for Hamilton College and Isaac was to oversee 
the project. 
 

Apparently much of the work was done that fall because records show Fred Brooks was paid 
for his services weekly. The manse was built quite large to accommodate social gatherings and 
future pastors’ families. There were two large living rooms and a fireplace, a dining room, a kitchen 
with a small pantry in it, and a pastor’s study on the first floor. On the second floor there were two 
large bedrooms, one small bedroom, a sewing room and a large storeroom. A barn was erected, a 
well dug, walks and drives graded, a few trees set out, and two hitching posts provided—total cost 
was  $2654.22. By early 1851 the project was completed. A year later the trustees reported a small 
debt left on the manse that was soon paid. 

 
  The first pastor to live in the manse was our fourth pastor, the Rev. Robert Vermilye who 
moved in sometime in late 1851. Over the years structural changes became the norm. The Rev. 
Hallocks large family resulted in smaller upstairs bedrooms. Regular maintenance and updating to 
meet the needs of the pastors and to keep the manse in good repair were a must as with any home. 
 

Sunset Avenue appeared in 1927 when a strip of land 33 feet wide was sold to the village on 
the eastern side of the manse. The barn was sold and subsequently remodeled into a home. The 
kitchen then was made over into a garage, and the former study was remodeled as a kitchen. 

 
 Over time a total of sixteen pastors and their families occupied the manse until 2007 when 

our then interim pastor the Rev. Davis Robinson and later our newly hired Rev. Dennis Dewey 
owned homes in the area. Now that the church no longer needed to house pastors, the charm of an 
older home seemed to attract occupants to rent the manse. However, the tedious oversight and 
expense of repairs began to overwhelm the church. Fortunately by the fall of 2014, Louisa Raffule 
and husband Ben Widiss purchased the manse. They love the old home and are continually 
upgrading it to their satisfaction. 

 
Midge Bakos 
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May we NEVER stop Learning     May 2018 Mission  

 

We will continue our Lunch and Learning series with two great programs in 

May. As I have said many times, Mission is not just about taking care of 

others. It also involves taking care of the Stone Church community by 

feeding both our bodies and our intellect. Our Lunch and Learning series is 

one part of our commitment to this end. 

 

On May 6, Donna Goodfriend will show a TED talk regarding a Christian response to the tragic 

increase in violence and crime in our country.  Afterwards she will lead a discussion regarding 

how we personally respond to this violence and what we as Christians might do despite the fact 

that thankfully we are rarely touched by such violent occurrences.  Please mark your calendar and 

plan to enjoy good food, easy fellowship and stimulating conversation after church on  

May 6. 

 

Our second Lunch and Learning event on May 20 will be a bit different.  While it will involve a 

great lunch and an opportunity to learn about how the Clinton community has pledged to support 

the ―Rise Against Hunger‖ program, you also will be asked to make a donation.  

 

Stone Church has pledged to raise $2000 for Rise Against Hunger, a community-wide meal-

packing event which will take place at the Clinton Methodist Church in September 2018. Our May 

luncheon will enable us to learn more about the Rise Against Hunger program and the many 

ways we can participate in this event. Following our lunch, a free will offering will be made, the 

proceeds of which will be used towards Stone Church’s $2000 pledge. Please put aside what 

dollars you can and plan to join us after church on May 20 for a lovely lunch, friendship and a 

great opportunity to help with the Rise Against Hunger. 

EASTER SERVICE 

Well, March went out like a lamb and April came in like a lion. It was 

sleeting sideways at 6:50 AM so we had our ecumenical Easter Sunrise 

Service inside. Thanks to Jeff McArn (Hamilton College chaplain) for 

leading the service and Janet Griffiths (LutheranCare chaplain), Jeff Hale 

(Clinton United Methodist pastor), and Scott Leonard (Stone Presbyterian 

Commissioned Lay Pastor) for participating in the service. And to Donna 

Goodfriend for providing hot coffee, bagels, and doughnuts. 
 

At 10:30 AM we had our own wonderful Resurrection Sunday (aka 

Easter) worship service! A full choir, storytelling by Donna Goodfriend, 

children and noise, and hearts full of the spirit!  He has indeed risen! 



DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons -  Mary Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Gary & Judy 

LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Bev Miller, Hal & Linda Rance and Grace Whittemore 
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DEACONS CORNER 

 

Isaiah 66:13 
 
       As one whom his mother comforts, 
        so I will comfort you… 
 

In this verse God likens himself to a mother. Let’s unceasingly remember and honor our mothers  
who bore us, loved us, fed us,  clothed us and nurtured us…all the while doing God’s work. 
  
How blessed we are!  

Session Highlights of April 9, 2018 Meeting 

Because the utilities have been more expensive than 2017, $15,000 was taken from our investment 
account to cover the current year costs. 

It is encouraging to note that our pledge income is on track.  

Following the inspection of the bell tower, the liners are in need of repair.  

Further inspection of the church roof is also needed. 

Father's Day,  June 17, 2018, is scheduled for our annual ―Tool and Blanket Sunday‖ mission. 

Mary Ann Stiefvater has been corresponding with Carole Grove planning ―Your Neighbors Meals‖ 
mission planned for sometime in June. 

In May after worship a TED talk on Sunday with our congregation will include raising donations 
for the ―Rise Against Hunger‖  mission. 

There is a new job posting for the Office Manager position that has been distributed. The deadline 
for accepting applications is May 15, 2018 . 

The Deacons reported that Easter flowers were delivered to the home bound members who enjoyed 
the visit as well as receiving the plant. 



In Remembrance of Gilbert “Gil” Adams 

 Prior to moving his family to Clinton in 1967 to take on the position of 
Director of Alumni Affairs at his favorite alma mater Hamilton College, he had 
lived several years of his life in New Jersey. After he married Margaret ―Mickey‖ 
Brant he not only taught math but he did a great deal of coaching of hockey and 
football and quite successfully. 

Following his four year term as Director of Alumni, both he and Mickey taught 
mathematics at the Clinton school. Gil did some coaching of the B hockey team, 
cross country and tennis. Both were very involved in the community and the 
Clinton ―A Better Chance Program‖ not only helping to initiate the program but 

taking on the job of being the first resident directors. From 1972 - 1975, it was quite a challenge 
especially considering their youngest child was still in high school and had to share the house with 9 
boys from many cities in the country. With occasional financial setbacks but also gratifying successes 
Gil and Mickey were determined to see the first group of boys through to graduation. 

Gil also led the Elder Hostel Program summers at Hamilton College and was past president of 
the Clinton Historical Society, helped in the Kiwanis Club activities, served on Alumni councils and 
sang in college oratorios. He was a true Hamilton Alumnus attending every event the college offered 
especially sports. He sang in the Stone Presbyterian Church choir and never 
missed if physically able to climb those stairs to the balcony. He also served as a 
Ruling Elder and later on the Board of Deacons.  In 1991, Gil and Donna 
Goodfriend researched and planned for Stone Church’s 200th anniversary 
celebration. 

 Gil also loved to engage people in conversation and tell stories or ―just 
visit‖ whether while having coffee on the corner in Clinton, or after exercising at 
the Mall or just chatting with friends but always with a smile and cheerful 
attitude. He was quite knowledgeable in sports and on quite a variety of 
subjects. 

A big challenge in his life was his loving care given to Mickey during her ten year battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease resulting in her death in 2010. Gil lived out his final years at the Presbyterian 
Home taking part in their sing a longs and bell choir. 

Gil was an example of sharing and living out his faith—a nice way to leave his legacy. 
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Many Thanks to those filling the Office-Manager Position 

 For a month since our office manager took another position, Mary Chamberlain, Chris 
Menard, Rob Kolb and Sue Forbes have been helping with the office work and for the newsletter. 
Thanks to Mary for coming in afternoons following her morning job. She is trying to get caught up 
with six months worth of filing Session notes in the Stone Church Presbyterian Book of Records 
along with all the other ―nitty gritty‖ details of the office. She has been finding the Sunday Bulletins 
either done or in the process of being done by none other than Rob Kolb. 

 Chris Menard stays on top of the financial records and payroll. Sue Forbes is putting her 
expert computer and layout skills to good use in the newsletter. Peggy Weldon has given Mary 
support when questions arise as to how something needs to be done. It is all coordinated with Scott 
Leonard’s Sunday Service material and articles for the newsletter. 

 What team work they provide and all done voluntarily.  Thank You! Thank You! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY 

Each summer  the pantry provides packs of kid-friendly foods to replace the meals provided by the 
school. These packs are given in addition to the family’s regular allotted monthly amounts. We will 
be collecting May – August for the kids’ packs. 
 

Items needed: individual pudding or jello cups, fruit cups, small boxes of raisins, peanut butter 
crackers, & cheese crackers. 
 

This list may be updated so watch the Sunday bulletin. 
 

All food is welcome as well as monetary donations. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Judy LaGasse. 

BUILDING STONES FAIR TRADE SHOP 

 

Now is the season to think about gifts for Mother’s Day, Showers, 
Weddings, Graduations, etc.  We have gorgeous scarves, beautiful silver 
goblets, china items useful for cocktail/appetizer time, dipping bowls for 
Asian foods, which are amazingly crafted, bookends, baskets, exquisite 
jewelry and much, much more.  These items and many more are available 
for purchase in our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. 
Park Row, Clinton. Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 
farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, 
sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.  Our shop 
hours are every Thursday from 10am to 6:30pm and second Saturdays 

from 10am to 4pm.  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-
1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
stonepres. 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: Breakfast Cereal, Coffee, Sugar, Hot 

Chocolate, Butter or Margarine, Toiletries, Deodorant, Shampoo, 

Conditioner, Paper Goods, Napkins, Toilet Paper. Any donation that you 

designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

TAPESTRY CONCERT HERE AT STONE CHURCH 
The Tapestry Concert will be on Friday, May 11, at 7:00 PM. 
G. Roberts Kolb, director 
Storytelling in Music 
 Carissimi, Jonas 
 Menotti, The Unicorn, the Manticore, and the Gorgon 
 Parry, The Pied Piper of Hamelin 

mailto:lkolb@hamilton.edu
http://www.stonepres.org
http://www.facebook.com/stonepres
http://www.facebook.com/stonepres
mailto:ceilgilbert@yahoo.com
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are 
now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge 
this year is $39.42 per member. The church is 
assessed this amount for each member on the 
membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our 
representative democracy as a church and supports 
the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod 
and General Assembly. Please consider sending your 
per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 YOUR NEIGHBORS ANNUAL GARAGE SALE:  

May 4, 5 Our Savior Lutheran Church, 1640 Genesee Street, 

Utica. Donated items may be dropped off Monday, April 30. 

Your Neighbors will pick up items if they are too large to trans-

port or if you are unable to deliver them yourself. Items being 

sought are furniture, small household appliances, jewelry, knick-

knacks, etc. Your Neighbors does not accept clothing, sport-

ing goods, books or luggage. Any questions, please contact 

Challee Kohl at 315.235.7149. 

YOUR NEIGHBORS INC 

Your Neighbors Volunteers Needed! 

There is an urgent need for people who 

will make a meal delivery or transport a 

person to a medical appointment once 

in a while for Your Neighbors. If you 

can help in any way, please contact 

Carole Grove at 315.765.1419 or 

Challee Kohl at 315.235.7149.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

WEDDING CELEBRATION 

Tiffany Fletcher and Rick Heintz, Jr. 

were married on Saturday, April 21, 

here at Stone Church.  Tiffany is the 

daughter of Gary and Judy LaGasse 

and Rick is the son of  Cindy and Rick 

Heintz.  Congratulations to  

Tiffany and Rick. 

We need your $upport to fight hunger!  

Stone Church has pledged to raise $2000 

for Rise Against Hunger and a meal-

packing event in September.  Please 

donate! 
 

Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organization 

that distributes food and life-changing aid to the world's most 

vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary resources to end hunger by 

2030. Organizations raise money and then have a one-morning 

assembly-line packaging of highly nutritious dehydrated meals 

comprising rice, soy, vegetables, and 23 essential vitamins and 

minerals.  Last year the Clinton United Methodist Church 

(CUMC) led the event supported by the Clinton Area 

Ministerium, including Stone Church.  Our goal this year is to 

make it a community-wide event including the school, the 

college, and other area organizations.  The food packing will be 

on Saturday, 9/29/17, but in the next couple of months we need 

to raise money to buy the food. So far area churches and 

organizations have pledged $10,000.  Stone Church has 

committed to raising an additional $2000 as well as participating 

in the meal-packing.  Send your donations to Stone Presbyterian 

Church noting that it is for Rise Against Hunger.  Contact Pastor 

Scott Leonard or Deacon co-chair Mary Chamberlain for more 

information. 

BAPTISM OF 

AUTUMN BLENIS 

On April 8 we baptized 

Autumn Blenis, brother 

of Connor whom Pastor 

Scott Leonard baptized 

in December 2015. The 

family then had a 

luncheon for everyone 

afterwards with some of our members making soup 

and desserts. Truly a blessed Sunday! 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER     

Linda Todd   

Fred Kaiser   

The Family of Anne Kinnel 

Bob Simon 

Bill Porter 

Donna Robinson 

Tom Soja 

Ewa Lawrence & family 

Doris Locke 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Doug Lockwood 

The Dietz Family 

Kevin Karin Family 

I pray for my children & grandchildren to seek       

God; and attend church. 

Sara Tolliver 

Mary Peterson 

Lora Schilder & Family 

Patricia Joseph & Family 

Margaret Buckley 

The Family of Gil Adams 

Gary LaGasse 

 

May 

6 - Donna Goodfriend 

8 - Hal Rance 

9  - Tanya Hamshar 

10 - Jesse Miller 

  Leanne Miller  

                   Hirshfield 

16 - Debbie Altdoerffer 

  Sara Coe 

17 - Sue Raitt 

18 - Paige Pavlot 

22 - Zachary Blanks 

 - Brooke Villiere 

24 - Audrey Russo 

  Lauren St. Hilaire- 

                   D’Antonio 

25 - Paul Dunn 

26 - Debbie LaFont 

29 - Dianne Tuttle 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY  
 

Bible Study will continue in May.  

The dates to be  announced.  We are discussing life 

issues that appeal to the group.  It is a time of fun 

and sharing. 

 

Anniversaries 

May 
 
5-13 Debbie & Tim LaFont 

5-20 Pat & Buzz Joseph 

 

 

Our annual Spring Pie Sale will be held on Saturday, May 19th, from 

10am to 2pm.  We will need donations of pies or monetary donations.  

Any help will be greatly appreciated.  Any kind of pie will be accepted.  

Use your imagination!  The proceeds from this sale will go toward 

supporting our Women’s Association mission projects.  Questions?  

Contact Donna Goodfriend or Ceil Gilbert. 

 

Thank you,  

Women’s Association 
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Some thoughts regarding those we endeavor to serve through Mission activities 

After reading the Hope House Newslights (Winter 201  Vol. 26, Number 1), I feel compelled to 

share a Newslights  article entitled ―A View from the Streets.‖  A list of 10 things those who are 

homeless would like others to know, this article seems perfect reading for anyone who has chosen 

to serve others.  If we are to follow in Jesus footsteps by offering comfort to those who are different 

or marginalized, we need to clear away bias and misconceptions.  While I recommend you read the 

entire article, what follows are some points for consideration. 

Homeless people are human. Time and again, people who are homeless say they think 

people look at them and act as if being homeless makes them strange or not human. 

Some homeless people have real jobs. Some are full-time workers who earn minimum 

wage and simply cannot afford the cost of housing. 

Not all homeless people are drug addicts or alcoholics. In response to a Department of 

Public Health survey, about half of the respondents said substance use or abuse is not an 

issue for them. 

Homeless people are more scared of you than you are of them. Nearly all interviewed 

said they have felt unsafe on the streets and been targets of harassment. 

Homeless people are often hungry and cold. And when suffering, they often are unable 

to remedy the situation. 

Being a homeless woman is terrifying. 

Homeless people need dogs for protection and love. While housed people find 

homeless people with dogs even more of a nuisance, homeless people say their dogs protect 

them from harm as well as from depression. 

Not all homeless people look homeless. Many homeless people try very hard not to look 

unkempt, seeking out showers and availing themselves of clothing giveaways. 

Most homeless people do not want to be homeless. Most wish to find alternatives: the 

problem for many is that simple survival takes all their efforts. 

Being homeless is a full-time job. Finding any source of money, keeping from being too 

hungry, finding a place to sleep and, optimally, locating a comfortable safe place for some of 

the day takes many hours of effort. 

While it is unrealistic to expect that reading these 10 items have revolutionized your perceptions of 

those who are homeless, I do hope this list has at least motivated you to consider the plight of the 

marginalized in a little different way. 

In addition to prayerful consideration of the homeless, please don’t forget to support services  for 

the homeless by organizations such as  Hope House. In its work with the homeless, Hope House 

depends on donations of money and goods and volunteer efforts . While Stone Church regularly 

works at Hope House on the fourth Monday of the month, volunteers are needed at various times 

throughout the week.  Perhaps now is your time to collect goods and to offer a bit of yourself as a 

Hope House volunteer. 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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COMMUNITY COLLECTION A BIG SUCCESS 

The third annual Community Collection Day, April 14, sponsored by the Clinton Area Ministerium was a huge 

success!  And it was very much a community-wide event.  We collected 1807 food items and ended up with 

about $1000 from the bake sale plus cash donations.  Mary Zimbler, the director of The Country Pantry, wrote 

―What a food drive. We never see those kinds of donations at a non holiday time.‖  Last year we collected 518 

food items, so more than tripled it!  We collected $588.90 donations at the event plus $361 from the bake sale 

that day plus another $47.60 from the leftovers we sold Sunday at Stone after worship, so about $1000 total.  

Boynton Pool also was able to collect for their bottle drive, except that we were drowning in empty bottles at 

the event! 
 

Thanks to all of you who participated and contributed, like Bryan Roy, Amy Bashant, Les LaBrecque, and 

Mary Chamberlain just to name a few.  And thanks to all of the organizations that helped to truly make this a 

community event:  Stone, Methodist, St. James, and St. Mary’s churches, the Lions Club, the Chamber of 

Commerce, the Clinton Elementary School, the Kirkland Town Library, Hamilton College, LutheranCare, and, 

of course, The Country Pantry.   And also thanks to Becky Willsey and Elizabeth Smith providing some live 

music despite having freezing fingers to move on a keyboard. 

DANIEL GUTMANN CONCERT 

What a marvelous concert we enjoyed Sunday afternoon, April 8, by bass-

baritone Daniel Gutmann accompanied by Peter 

Walther on the piano and assisted by Daniel’s 

inamorata, Tatjana Seltsam. A mix of classic and 

comic opera and Broadway songs it was a delight! 

Daniel has such a stage presence. We truly saw a 

Vienna Opera House performer for a free will offering and got to talk with them at 

a light reception afterward as well. We look forward to them returning next year! 

Check out www.danielgutmann.at   

EPIC STORYTELLING WAS EPIC 

The Stone Storytellers 

did a wonderful job on 

the annual Epic 

Storytelling on Sunday 

afternoon, April 15, this 

year of the Gospel of 

John.  Thanks to all who came and especially thanks 

to the performers, Anne Dunne, Dave Forbes, Donna Goodfriend, Scott Leonard, Elizabeth Smith, and the 

man who started us on this journey a dozen years ago, Dennis Dewey! As one person emailed, "please pass 

on a very heart-felt thank you to all the truly Epic 

Storytellers who participated in Sunday's event. 

Both myself as well as my Mom were deeply 

moved by your sincere re-telling of John's Gospel." 

We also collected $173 in free will offering for The 

Country Pantry.  And the refreshments afterwards 

by our deacons were delicious! 

http://www.danielgutmann.at


 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Ceil Gilbert 

and Emily Hughes who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The 

Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the June issue of the news-
letter is Monday, May 21, 2018. 

Contact Midge Bakos,  315-853-2951   

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

       Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Sexton: Jesse Miller 

       Treasurer: Peter Massi          Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

        Office: 315-853-2933                                   Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

       www.stonepres.org                                                            email: stonepres@verizon.net 

         www.facebook.com/stonepres 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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