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WORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCH 

 

 
June 3, 2018 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (Communion) 

1 Samuel 3:1–20  Call of Samuel 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 The Lord knows us 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 We are tested, but God sustains us 

Mark 2:23–3:6   The Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath 

Sermon:  ―Bucking the System‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
 

June 10, 2018 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 8:4–20  The people demand a king. 

Psalm 138  Though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly 

2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1  We live by faith in what we do not see. 

Mark 3:20–35 Jesus claims as family those who do God's will. 

Sermon:  ―Truth Will Out‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

 

June 17, 2018 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 15:34–16:13  Samuel anoints David. 

Psalm 20  The Lord will help his anointed 

2 Corinthians 5:6–17 Paul regards no one from a human point  

of view 

Mark 4:26–34  Jesus tells more parables about seeds.  

Rev. Janet Hoover preaching  
 

 

June 24, 2018 –5th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 17:1a, 4–11, 19–23, 32–49 David kills Goliath. 

Psalm 9:9–20 The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed and                                            

needy.               

2 Corinthians 6:1–13 Paul invites the Corinthians to open their 

hearts.       

Mark 4:35–41 Jesus calms a storm.  

Sermon:  ―Shallow Faith‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

The   Corner   StoneThe   Corner   Stone   
                    Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

          The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

               engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

                   as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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For where two or three are gathered together in my name… 

I have seen the future.  For some time we have been saying the church undergoes a 

radical change every 500 years, the last time being the Reformation.  What will it be this 

time?  I think I now know.  It‘s kind of going back to basics—almost 2nd century basics.   

At the 5/22/18 presbytery meeting we had some guests and presentations.  One was the Rev. Michael 

Gerling about a movement started in 2012 in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to begin 1001 New 

Worshiping Communities by 2022 using new and varied forms of church for our diverse and changing 

culture.  (Check out: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/1001-2/) The goal is to make the shift 

from an inward-focused, membership-maintenance model of church to a more outward, creative, and 

disciple-making expression of church.  They use Luke 10:2 as their guiding principle: ―Jesus said to them, 

‗The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into his harvest.‘‖ 

In that same theme we also heard from the Rev. Deborah Fae Swift and Elder Barb Sixbey from South 

Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY (https://southpc.org/).  Theirs is a story that I cannot do justice to in 

this column.  They had been a traditional Presbyterian Church with declining membership.  They tried many 

creative, contemporary things to increase membership, but nothing seemed to work. Finally, they decided 

that it wasn‘t working because as Deborah said, ―Let‘s face it: if God wants it to work, it will. And if not, 

then there must be something else that we are meant to do. We couldn‘t become more ―attractive‖ because 

we weren‘t meant to be an attractional church anymore. We were being called to become missional…to go 

out and serve like Jesus did.‖  They used The Message translation of Jesus‘ Great Commission from 

Matthew 28:19 as their principle: ―Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in [my] way of life.  So 

they went out in 2010 and developed the ―Acts of Faith Model of Ministry‖, neighborhood-based, 

grassroots, non-pastor-driven activity of South Presbyterian Church that praises God by building community 

through worship, education and the arts.  It works this way:  a need or an idea for an Act of Faith surfaces in 

the community and is brought to the attention of someone affiliated with South Church.  When two people 

agree to support this Act with their time commitment of three months, they take their request to the Session.  

When the Session is comfortable with the proposal, it approves a three-month pilot period to begin the Act 

of Faith.  At the end of the three months, the program is evaluated in terms of energy and excitement.  If 

they have it, the Act of Faith becomes a regular offering of South Presbyterian Church, subject to quarterly 

review.  If not it is dropped immediately.  They now have 20 Acts of Faith around the city.  Because they are 

out in the community they decided to sell their building of 175 years.  They now have Sunday worship at St. 

John‘s Meadows, a senior living community one mile from the original church building and the site of their 

CLASS ACT group.  So when someone asks them, ―Where‘s your church?‖ they literally say, ―Where 

would you like us to be?‖ because they are currently in 8 neighborhoods in, and around, the city. They have 

just over 40 Presbyterian members, but the Acts of Faith Community had more than 1,350 different people 

involved through 10,311 documented contacts in 2017. These are churches that have ―left the building,‖ and 

together, they continue to pray: ―Put us where you want us, and show us what to do!‖ 

They make it clear that they aren‘t suggesting every church should sell its building and that there will always 

be a need for some traditional churches and worship.  But just like the early 

Christians met in small groups in people‘s homes and other places, so too it 

appears that a modern twist on the model might be the model for the next 500 

years.  We‘ll see how the Spirit moves us! 
 
Shalom,  
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Historical period revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 
 

Isaac Williams—1774-1858 

Deacon 45 years 

 

Isaac Williams, a master carpenter by trade, arrived in Clinton around 1796 in time to put his talents to use with 

building pews for the ―Old White Meeting House.‖ During his lifetime he built the Elihu Root House, the Keck House, 

the old Grammar School, and the Azel Backus House. According to church records, the division of the rooms in the 

manse were designed by Deacon Williams (approximately at age 80) patterned from a home he had built on Kirkland 

Avenue. He had a discerning eye for the outward appearance of his houses—building them from the ―outside in‖. 

 

Even though a master carpenter and builder, his deepest loyalty was to the church. He joined the then Congregational 

church in 1802 and was elected trustee of the Society of Clinton. In 1813,he was elected a deacon, a position he held 

until his death. The Rev. A. Delos Gridley, author of the book ―The History of Kirkland‖, said of him that he was a 

very genial and kindly man who seldom missed a meeting—committee or otherwise. According to his obituary, he was 

a man of sound judgment, great prudence and discretion and his opinion was valued in all matters relating to interests 

of religion or the Church. He was fond of sound doctrinal truth, and read and thought much on all such themes. He was 

likewise able to defend the views he held. 

 

Isaac filled an important sphere of the church. When the issue of slavery brought discourse to the church, Isaac was 

instrumental in keeping the church from becoming split.  In 1837, he brought to the board‘s attention: that we confess 

and deplore the sin and imperfection adhering to us as a body and as individuals that prevents us from seeing eye to 

eye that we need to study the things that make for peace and things whereby one made to edify another…to put a 

favorable light on what‘s wrong and bestow mutual forgiveness on those that offend us. However, not until January 20, 

1842 did the deacons as a body construct four resolutions declaring that slavery was a political, social and moral evil. 

These resolutions were then published in the New York Observer and the New York Evangelist. These resolutions can 

be found on p. 211-212 of the Clinton Society Vol. 1 in our own church archives. 

 

Near his death he didn‘t recognize people. An acquaintance asked if he knew him and his replay was ―No!‖  When the 

person asked, ―Do you know Jesus?‖ Isaac replied, ―He is all my hope!‖ 

 

Also according to his obituary, he didn‘t want any display at his funeral and no sermon was to be given.  The history 

we have on Isaac Williams provides quite a bit of insight into his life sermon or no sermon. 

 

  

 
 

Midge Bakos 
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                        Your Neighbors Event 

                                   

                         Saturday Morning    

                                                              June 16  9:30 to 12:30 

Your Neighbors, an affiliate of the Lutheran Home of Central NY, is comprised of community volunteers dedicated to 

serving the frail, elderly and those with limited independence in the greater Utica area. Your Neighbors volunteers 

offer companionship, transportation, friendly assistance, healthy home-cooked meals and other services to their clients. 

As ever, but particularly during the summer vacation months, they truly appreciate help in providing for those in need.  

We, the members and friends of Stone Church, have chosen to help Your Neighbors by providing a quantity of 

nourishing, tasty, home-cooked meals for distribution to their clients. 

We are requesting monetary donations to defray the costs of purchasing food to be prepared and packaged for 

the Your Neighbors clients AND/OR a home-cooked meal that can be packaged for distribution.  

Your monetary contribution can be clearly delineated cash or a check written to Stone Church with Your Neighbors 

marked on the check memo.  Either can be mailed to the Church office (Stone Church, PO Box 33, Clinton, NY 

13323) or put in the offering plate. 

If you are able to contribute home-cooked food, please plan to bring it to church between 9 AM and noon on Friday, 

June 15 or on the morning of Saturday, June 16. 

Your assistance in packaging meals on Saturday morning would also be very much appreciated. Meals will be 

prepared, packaged and boxed for Your Neighbors on Saturday, June 16 from 9:30 – 12:30 in the church dining 

room. 

Please plan to participate in this Mission activity. Our support of this worthwhile organization and the help it provides 

to people in our communities is an important expression of our congregation‘s desire to serve those in need. 

Additionally, the Saturday meal preparation event is a great opportunity for us to enjoy each other‘s company and 

work together. It is fun, does not require a high level of physical prowess, and for those with busy schedules, even a 

few minutes of assistance is useful. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Ann Stiefvater, 315-794-5122, or the church office, 315-853-2933.       

Thank you. 

             

Mary Ann Stiefvater 



DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons -  Mary Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Bev 

Miller, Hal & Linda Rance and Grace Whittemore 
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DEACONS CORNER 

Within the past month and a half, Stone Church has lost two of its most faithful servants, Gil 

Adams and Gary LaGasse. 

They have both been Deacon‘s for years. Both of them particularly liked visiting, serving 

communion, ushering, helping to prepare church suppers. Gary, in particular, delivered food 

collections regularly to the Country Pantry. 

They served willingly and where ever they could and always with a smile...both in the church family and in the commu-

nity at large. 

We hope to be able to continue to serve as Deacon‘s in the manner in which they taught us. 

They are and always will be sorely missed. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS OF MAY 14, 2018 MEETING 

After further inspection of the bell tower, repair includes the top part to be recoated and parts of the lower part where the 

bell is also needs to be touched up with mortar at an approximate cost of $7,000. Further inspection of the roof and 

rafters require work to be done at a later time. 

 

Tool and Blanket Sunday is changed to October 7, 2018 from Father‘s Day because on Saturday, June 16, 2018 

volunteers will be packing meals for the ―Your Neighbors‖ project from about 9 AM to Noon. 

 

The online donation website is working and ready to accept donations. Our first event will be the ―Rise Against Hunger‖ 

donation project. 

 

The session voted to have all of Sunday offerings deposited on the same day into one account making it more convenient 

for the Deacons loose change collected to be rolled over into the Deacons account at a later time--making it an easier 

process for everyone. 

 

Donna Goodfriend represented Stone Church at the Presbytery meeting on May 22, 2018. 

 

Our new Office Manager Janice LeFrois started May 14, 2018. 



In Remembrance of  Gary LaGasse 

 

Gary LaGasse passed away peacefully at age 73 and with his family at his side. He was raised locally 

graduating from Clinton Central School lettering in football and baseball. He married his high school 

sweetheart, Judy Locke—a marriage of 50 years and parents of two lovely daughters Tiffany Heintz and 

Buffie Brothers. 

 He was known for his quiet personality. Gary was a wonderful family man affectionately known as 

―Papa‖, and as a man of faith who served his church as both an elder and as a deacon. When giving of his time to others 

or lending a hand wherever needed spoke volumes to his character as a devoted parent and loving person. He also gave 

back to the community at both the Hope House and the Country Pantry. 

Gary was active in the Shriners‘ and Masons—once serving as a past master of the local masons. His real 

passion was performing as a clown for Shriners‘ parades, and St. Luke‘s Hospital Christmas parties because he loved 

seeing the children laugh. He had attended a clown school to remain current with new magic tricks, balloon tying, etc. 

and owned several clown outfits to suit up for different occasions. 

Gary was always willing to give you his signature hug—his special way to open up his heart and share his caring 

love. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

On July 1st at 4:00 p.m. there will be a program sponsored by 

the Clinton Symphony Orchestra of the Mohawk Valley here 

at Stone Church.  Charles Schneider, music director of the 

symphony, will present a program on Leonard Bernstein, 

with emphasis on the themes and history of West Side Story.  

It will be performed at the Glimmerglass Opera this summer 

so it has particular relevance this year.  Mr. Schneider has 

given this program many times and it should be a very 

informative and enjoyable talk. 

There will be a small charge for admission - proceeds will go 

to support the Clinton Symphony Orchestra. 

Condolences for the family of Gil Adams 

Long-time member Gil Adams died Sunday morning April 15, 2018 at the Presbyterian Home in New Hartford after a 

brief illness.  Pastor Scott Leonard conducted the funeral service at the Hamilton College Chapel on May 5. We share our 

condolences and prayers for his children Kit Miller, Thomas Adams, Peggy Landgraf, Lyn Domenick 

and all of their family.  He was predeceased by his wife Mickey in 2010.   

 

Those wishing may donate the Clinton ABC Program, P.O. Box 139, Clinton, NY 13323 or The 

Presbyterian Home Activities Dept., 4290 Middle Settlement Rd., New Hartford, NY 13413 to 

support the music program.  A full obituary may be found at the Owens-Pavlot & Rogers Funeral 

Service web site, https://owens-pavlot.com/tribute/details/1774/Gilbert-Adams/obituary.html#tribute-

start.  

THANK YOU!!! 

As you all know we have new flooring in the 

downstairs kitchen…and it is beautiful!!!!  At the 

last function we had in our dining room we noticed 

the new floor is a little slippery when it gets a little 

water on it.  We don‘t want anyone to slip on it and 

hurt themselves.  So, we contacted John Menard, 

Property Chairperson, he researched it and ordered 

mats to put in front of the sink and the dishwasher.  

This is the perfect solution!!!   Thank you John for 

handling this.  Also, a special thank you to the 

Women‘s Association for agreeing to pay for the 

mats. You are all awesome…and we appreciate all 

that you do!!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY 

Each summer,  the pantry provides packs of kid friendly foods to replace the meals provided by the school. 

These packs are given in addition to the family‘s regular allotted monthly amounts. We will be collecting 

May – August for the kids packs. 

Items needed: individual pudding or jello cups, fruit cups, small boxes of raisins, peanut butter, and juice 

boxes.  This list may be updated so watch the Sunday bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ceil Gilbert. 

All food is welcome as well as monetary donations. 

BUILDING STONES FAIR TRADE SHOP 

 

Swazi kitchen jams are delicious all natural sauces made from fruit, spices and 

sugar with no preservatives, additives, or artificial colors.  Purchases fund youth 

programs in Swaziland for children orphaned by AIDS.  South African herbs and 

spices are a delicious complement to a variety of dishes, and each comes in a 

recycled glass bottle with a self-grinder.  SERRV has provided funds to help employees‘ children attend 

school.  These would make great hostess, housewarming or birthday gifts for your friends and relatives this 

summer.  You can find these and many, many more items in our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian 

Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  We have items from 38 different countries for your shopping pleasure.   

 

Our hours are every Thursday from 10am to 6:30pm  and second Saturdays from 10am to 4pm in the church, 

every Thursday from 10am to 4pm and third Thursdays from 10am to 6pm at the Farmer’s Market on the 

Village Green in Clinton.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and 

healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.  The 

entrance to our shop is on Williams Street.  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 

lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
 

 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month‘s wish list includes the following: Breakfast Cereal, Coffee, Sugar, Hot Chocolate, Butter or Margarine, 

Toiletries, Deodorant, Shampoo, Conditioner, Paper Goods, Napkins, Toilet Paper. Any donation that 

you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert 

(853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

mailto:ceilgilbert@yahoo.com
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SUCCESS WITH THE PIE SALE!! 

We would like to thank EVERYONE who helped out in ANY 

way with our Spring Pie Sale on May 19th, 2018.  A special 

thanks to Donna Goodfriend for her very generous donation of 

time and supplies.  We made $801 in spite of the cold and rainy 

day!  Our next major fund-raiser will be our Harvest Pie Sale in 

October. 

Women‘s Association 

 

YOUR NEIGHBORS INC 

Your Neighbors Volunteers Needed! There 

is an urgent need for people who will make 

a meal delivery or transport a person to a 

medical appointment once in a while for 

Your Neighbors. If you can help in any 

way, please contact Carole Grove at 

315.765.1419 or Challee Kohl at 

315.235.7149.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

We need your Support to fight hunger!  Stone Church has 

pledged to raise $2000 for Rise Against Hunger and a meal-

packing event in September.  Please donate! 
 

 Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief 

organization that distributes food and life-changing aid to 

the world's most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary 

resources to end hunger by 2030.  

 

Organizations raise money and then have a one-morning 

assembly-line packaging of highly nutritious dehydrated 

meals comprising rice, soy, vegetables, and 23 essential 

vitamins and minerals.   

 

Last year the Clinton United Methodist Church (CUMC) led 

the event supported by the Clinton Area Ministerium, 

including Stone Church.   

 

Our goal this year is to make it a community-wide event 

including the school, the college, and other area 

organizations.  The food packing will be on Saturday, 

9/29/18 at Clinton Central School, but in the next couple of 

months we need to raise money to buy the food. So far area 

churches and organizations have pledged $10,000.  Stone 

Church has committed to raising an additional $2000 as 

well as participating in the meal-packing.   

 

Send your donations to Stone Presbyterian Church or can 

now be made electronically by accessing the website 

(www.stonepres.org) noting that it is for Rise Against 

Hunger.  Contact Pastor Scott Leonard or Deacon co-chair 

WANTED: YOUR PER 

CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 
2018 are now being readily accepted!!! Our 
per capita charge this year is $39.42 per 
member. The church is assessed this 
amount for each member on the 
membership roll. The per capita is the cost 
of our representative democracy as a 
church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church 
office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or 
enclosing it in your pledge envelope.  
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

If you would like to add someone to our 

prayer list or would like to receive the prayer 

list for daily prayer, please contact the church 

office at 853-2933 or go to our website stone-

pres.org and click “Prayer Request.”  Please 

note that we will remove names after six 

weeks if we haven’t received an update or re-

quest to keep them on. 

 

 

 

Linda Todd   

Fred Kaiser   

The Family of Anne Kinnel 

The Family of Bob Simon 

Bill Porter 

Donna Robinson 

Tom Soja 

Ewa Lawrence & family 

Doris Locke 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Doug Lockwood 

The Dietz Family 

Kevin Karin Family 

Sara Tolliver 

Mary Peterson 

Lora Schilder & Family 

Patricia Joseph & Family 

Margaret Buckley 

The Family of Gil Adams 

The Family of Gary LaGasse 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY  
 
Bible Study will continue in June. The dates to 

be  announced.  We are discussing life issues that appeal to 

the group.  It is a time of fun and sharing. Any questions, 

contact Donna Goodfriend. 

MANY THANKS 

 
Thank you to Rob Kolb, Chris Menard, Midge Bakos and Sue 

Forbes for making the job so very easy while I was working 

in the church office.  I truly appreciate it. 

 

Mary Chamberlain 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

4 - Krystal Pavlot 

5 - Nola Monohan 

14 - Amanda Lalonde 

  Simon Bishop 

15 - Bill Henry 

16 - Christine Menard 

17  - Adam Blanks 

19 - David Kolb 

22 - Larry Poppelbaum 
23 - Kevin Bering 

29 - Paul Joseph 

30 - Caleb Fletcher 

June Anniversaries 

 

6-25-60  

Frank & Grace Whittemore 

 

6-6-70    

Pete & Donna Goodfriend 
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The Past and the Future….. 

To recap a bit: one of our Advent offerings was dedicated to purchasing Bibles for prisoners in local correctional 

institutions. Elizabeth Smith had eloquently shared her experiences and dedication to the inmates at Mohawk and Mid 

State Correctional Facilities which spurred us into pledging to provide Bibles to aid inmates as they work to feel the 

love and power of Jesus Christ. Between our offering and money given by the Women‘s Association, we were able to 

provide about $250 towards much requested Bibles. 

At our May Session meeting, the elders again discussed Elizabeth‘s ministry and suggested I could write a brief Corner 

Stone article reminding Stone Church members and friends that Elizabeth had purchased 84 Bibles@ $5.75 each and 

had personally made up the shortfall between the actual costs and the amount of donations. It was hoped this would 

inspire some of us to remember to support this ministry through prayer and continued financial offerings.    

In order to make sure accurate information about Elizabeth‘s activities within the prison ministry was provided, I wrote 

her to request further information.  Her response was to write a letter of appreciation and thanks (see page 11). Upon 

reading Elizabeth‘s words, I am confident that our future response will be to continue to support this meaningful 

ministry and to offer additional dollars.                                                  

Mary Ann 

 

 

THE JR. B SHARP MUSIC CLUB 

 
Celebrates our 

17th Annual Benefit Concert 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 

3:00 P.M. 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

South Park Row, Clinton, NY 

Suggested donations for tickets at the door are 

$10 per person or $25 per family 

Donations will benefit 

FEED OUR VETS 

Please consider bringing a non-perishable food item 

to help stock the pantry 

The Junior B Sharp Musical Club, was established in 1916 as a club for students pursuing 

their passion for music. The membership consists of local students in grades 7-12, who gather 

and perform for their peers and receive mentorship from regional professional musicians. The 

Annual Benefit Concert presented by the students, benefits a charity selected by student 

membership. The concert will feature student soloists and chamber ensembles. In the past, the 

concert has raised funds for a variety of local and international organizations such as the Utica 

Symphony, The House of the Good Shepherd, the Music Therapy Project, and Mr. Holland‘s 

Opus foundation. 

FEED OUR VETS 
 
Since 2008, Feed Our Vets has provided free food assistance to more than 25,000 Veterans and their family members, 

distributing 750,000 lbs. of food. Feed Our Vets mission is to help Veterans in the United States, their spouses and 

children, whose circumstances have left them on the battlefield of hunger, and to involve the public in fighting 

Veteran hunger, through: (1) Community food pantries that provide regular, free food to Veterans and their 

families, (2) Distribution of related goods and services, (3) Public education and outreach. 100% of our funds 

come private donors. We do not receive any government funding.  Visit www.feedourvets.org. 



 The Corner Stone                             Pag e 1 1  

BEAUTIFUL FRIENDS OF STONE CHURCH 

It is with great humility that I thank you for so graciously donating money to the ACT (Alive in Christ Together) prison 

ministry.  In both March and April, I went in with 20 of my brothers and sisters from all over New York state to serve at 

His pleasure  those who are considered ‖the least of these‖ in Mohawk and Mid State Correctional facilities.  

This is a laity led program, helped by pastors who serve as one of its guiding forces. We go into these facilities on Friday 

evening, all day Saturday and for a good portion of Sunday to share the Good News. We ate, sang, cried, laughed and, 

yes, danced with them. We shared our stories about our faith. We talked about the Bible and its importance and history. 

We shared information regarding Christian communities in action, and about what our personal ideals should be as a 

follower of Christ. We discussed the meaning and the reason behind the Sacraments,  the concepts of Christian marriage 

and its role in our relationship with God. These topics and so many more were the basis of our weekend with the 55 men 

in the two facilities with whom we shared these days. 

We saw most of them either come to Christ or rededicate their lives to their Lord and Savior.  It was an honor and 

pleasure to serve and to get to know these men, men who we will continue to support by offering weekly Bible study so 

they can continue to learn and grow in His love. 

Each inmate received a Free On The Inside Bible and were told from whom these lovingly offered gifts had come. They 

were brought to tears knowing that people who had never met them were blessing them with the Word for life. Any extra 

Bibles were distributed to the chapels at each prison. 

Again, no words can express the blessings you have bestowed upon these individuals who are behind bars. While we 

understand that they are where they are for a purpose, it is so important that we are able to serve, not judge, them.  

With much gratitude, love and many blessings. 

Elizabeth Smith 

PENTECOST 

We thank the Rev. Helen Tracy for conducting the service on 

Pentecost on May 20 along with her and Pastor Scott Leonard 

doing communion together.  And thanks to Donna Goodfriend for 

decorating the sanctuary all in red for Pentecost!  Donna takes 

care of our paraments every week and communion when we have 

it.  It would be colorless without Donna! 



 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Ceil Gilbert 

and Bev Miller who have collated, folded, 

taped and labeled this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the July/Aug issue of the 
newsletter is Wednesday, June 20, 2018. 

Contact Midge Bakos,  315-853-2951   

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb   Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois    Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi     Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                             email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org    www.facebook.com/stonepres  

  

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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