RI
S The Corner Slone
@ =
“ 6"5 o Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
fUsa) The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of
DEC 2018 Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

Worship at Stone in December

December 2, 2018 1% Sunday in Adventi HOPE

Jeremiah 33:1416 A branch will come from David
Told by Anne Dunn
Psalm 25:110 A prayer for guidance and deliverance
1 Thessalonians 323 Put on the helmet of hope
Luke 21:25 36 Signs of the coming of the Son of Man

Sermon:fiSi gns of itPhseor SEdtt eersaml preaching

December 9, 2018 2™ Sunday of Advent (Communion)i LOVE

Malachi 3:1 4 The messenger of the covenant will be like a refining fire.

Luke 1:68 79 The Song of Zechariah

Philippians 1:311 Paul 6s gratitude for the faithfulne bhi an:
Luke 3:116 The proclamation of John the Baptist

Sermon:iHi er ar ¢ hy i Pabtor SoeteLeéanard -

—_—

0/. 8/ December 16, 2018 3 Sunday of Advent (Communion)i JOY SRS
v 9, Zephaniah 3:1420 The Lord will restore the fortunes of Zion.
Isaiah 12:26 The Lord is my strength and my salvatio
Told by Anne Dunn
\ q , ' Philippians 4:47 Rejoice in the Lord always!
Told by Donna Goodfriend
Luke 3:7 18 Johnoés call to repentance.

Message from the Neighborhood Center

December 23, 2018 4" Sunday of Advent (Communion)i PEACE

Baptism of Abigail Miller

Micah 5:2 5a A ruler will come from Bethlehem.
Hebrews 10:610 We are sanctified.
Luke 1:39 45,46 55 Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and The Magnificat

Told by Donna Goodfriend
Sermon:ASa n c t i fiiPastot Scait hewnard preaching

Monday, December 24, 2018, 7:00 p.r.Christmas Eve

The Christmas story, anthems, carols are all bathed in the soft candlelight of celebration as we observe the
ASilent Night, Holy Nighto of Christds coming.

December 30, 2018 1% Sunday after Christmas Day (Communion)

We worship with | essons and carols and an intim
birth of the Savior of the world.
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God Bless You, Merry Gentleman! (and Ladies) THE PASTOR!S
c
’ 0
R
fKeep Christmas in your own way, and N
i Ebenezer Scrooge to his nephevAi@hristmas Caroby Charles Dickens E
R
During Clintonds Shoppers Stroll the day after T

Corner (pictures el sewhere in this newsletter).
The Polar Expres@he book, not the movie) and Tim Coombs, president of the Network of Biblical Storytellers
co-pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Scotia, NY with his wife Kathy, drove out and marvelously and in fu
regalia told St av e Christinas €arol ICgotane to thiskindpabaukoar medebration of the
holidays.

Pastors (including me) often lament (as you can read in many of our archive December newsletters online
web site) that the cultural wave of Christmas, Inc., particularly in the U.S., completely swamps the season of /
as well as the week before, as evidenced by our own Shoppers Stroll. But while it could be better, it alsé cou
and has beénworse.

There were a number of pagan religious holidays and celebrations around winter solstice and they change
slightly in form after Pope Julius 1 established Christmas as December 25 in 350 CE. Indeed, by the Middle A
believers would go to church at Christmas and then go out and party like it was 999. Startihgeimtdi¥ the
Puritans and others did try to stop these drunken revelries with some limited successes.

But it was in the early part of the 18entury things began to change. The industrial revolution was getting st
and more urbanization with terrible working conditions and strains on families, resulting in class conflict and tu
including celebrations at Christmas turning into riots on occasion. In the context of emerging social conscious
people looked to recast Christmas from its cardikel affair. Among those was a young man in England named
Charles Dickens who was writing stories and books that provided an inside look to the hardships that the lowe
and especially children suffered, which he himself had experienced.

In December 1843 he published the novAll@hristmas Carqlinitially because he needed the money, but as h

wrote it, he got overwhel med by the storyés joyf
small price of five shillings to make it affordable to a wide audience. Dickens wanted a more humanitarian fod
Chri st mas: charity to the poor, love of the fami
men [ humankind]o struck a powerful chord in both

our attitude toward and the importance of celebrating a merry Christmas.

In fact as blogger Gary Gamber writes, Dickens called his st@kristmagCarol because he expected the story
to be repeated and shared and to bring people together just as the singing of Christmas carols spread joy ang
families together each year. His carol was a song of praise of the Christmas season and of the redemption of
Scrooge. I n that same vein Dickens called the fi
story. A musical stave is the staff that notes are written on. Dickens used the term as a stanza (i.e., a verse)
consistent theme and mood. Each stave in the story delivers a different message and each has a definite mog
carol each stave can stand alone but each contril

Now we could critique the sentimentality of the story and knowing that it contributed to the secularization af
commercialization of celebrating Christmas, but it also helped change the attitude of people fiodulgeht

partying to celebration with family and friends, and to help the less fortunate even if only for a season. Not the

religious observing of Advent and the coming of Christ, but at least in the spirit of Christ to love one another.
we can keep that spirit of | ove alive and joy in

Now a good carol also contains a memorable refrain, repeated at appropriate times throughout and so let n
with the one that are also the last wordéi€hristmas Carol A And so, as Tiny Tim o
One! 0 (You knew that was coming!)

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,
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Historical Period RevisitetlA Gl i mpse i nto Stone Churchés Past

CHRISTMASATTHECORNER ON SHOPPERS®6 STROLL DAY

In the very early years of the Shoppersd Stroll H
ask me AWhy is Stone Churchdés corner so dark?0 My onl
Christmas Carols. But he was right; the corner did seem dark amongst all the activities going on at the time.

Soon AChristmas at the Cornero evolved. The Woolr
couple of years. Then Pete Forrester emerged with his great clam chowder recipe that remains today. A few of the youl
teen agers not only helped in the dining room but tr

some store owners who were busy at the time if they would like some brought over to them. Word of the clam chowder
spread improving sales. At about the same time Danielle Miller had started encouraging others besides herself into
painting on the slate preserved pieces of the old roof to sell during a craft fair. | have a beautiful painting of an iris
gracing my home as a piece of history from Stone Church. That same year the Christmas wrapped plates of assorted
cookies became a hit and remains as a staple today several years later along with peanut brittle.

Enter Buzz Joseph! He is a fabulous cook and decided to add his famous chili recipe to the menu. The addition
was a hit! He and his family who were helping in the
chili, hot chocolate, coffee, crackers, corn muffin, and a free cookie. In recent years after the passing of Pete Forrester
Sherry Robinson has taken over the chowder and his fabulous recipe. Actually Pete handed Sherry the recipe one yeal
saying that you may need this in the future.

The AChristmas at the Cornero bazaar had become a
al | kinds of homemade canned goods, handmade quilts &
few years there were lines waiting outside just before the 9 AM opening and many compliments on the well displayed,
organized, and well made crafted items that were available. In recent years Bev Miller continues to organize this bazaa

Lauralyn Kol bbs Fair Trade Shoppe began to grow hj
Dave and Carol White goods from Ten Thousand Villages and SERRYV International. By 2014 the Boy Scout Room was
made available for the sale of their go®ds mission to help lift people out of poverty by selling these unigue hand
crafted items from around the world made by Fair Trade Artisans who are paid a fair price for their work by the supplier:
in their respective countries.

Because of our close availability to the center of the village our sanctuary began to be used for special attractior

such as the St. Maryds Church Choir Concert. As our ¢
concert. It is a nice way to hear good music and get out of the elements for a few minutes to warm up and rest. The Kol
our church musici ans, have sometimes sung as a famil.y
attraction was storytelling of the Christmas Story ar

Di c k &AGhdstmas Story.

This event takes quite a few volunteers to make it a worthwhile project but when sales are over it usually has been a
profitable night not only monetarily but for the people we have served making it a social event where friends meet to be
with family.

Midge Bakos
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MISSION ACTIVITIES D ECEMBER 2018

ADVENT OFFERINGS 2018

Hope - 1* Sunday of Advent (Dec. 2)Hope House
Love - 2" Sunday of Advent (Dec. 9) Country Pantry

Joyi 3 Sunday of Advent (Dec. 16)Christmas Joy - Retired Clergy and Presbyterian Education &
Scholarships

Peace- 4" Sunday of Advent (Dec. 23)Worldwide Peacekeeping & Global Witness Presbyterian

All that glitters is not simply the Christmas decorations

Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation: asot her al
There is something so special, so shining about Christmas that we often overlook the importance of Advent, the importance of
preparation and reflection. Throughout the Advent season, we at Stone Church will be challenged to prepare, to reflect and to
consider our own relationships to Goddés people thromogahout
words and prayers seek to emphasize our relationship to REAL people, a relationship made concrete through Adwspecial
collections.

Our first Advent offering oHopeon December 2 is in support of Uticads Hope
shelter and a hot meal to those in need. Hope House proviRlese2ls a day, 7 days a week, averaging 7500 meals a month. With
less than 5% of funds coming from government sources, Hope House relies on the generosity of friends, neighbors, businesses,
churches, foundations, service clubs, schools and civic organizations to operate.

Our December 9,ove offering will be made for The Country Pantry, a local food bank providing foods and fresh produce to
families and individuals in nee&erving people in Clinton, Clark Mills anfestmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food
for holiday meals and special assistance to children through summertimBadidsfall school supplies and Christmas gift card
programs.

The Christmagdoy offering, our third offering on December 16, honors a promise to church workers and to Presbyterian racial ethni
leadership. Our offering will be used in these ways:

50% is used for the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. The Assistance program benefits both retired and curre
church workers with urgent financial needs.

50% is used for Presbyterian Mission Agency ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. Monies are usec
for assistance for students and future church leaders and support for Presbyterian related schools and colleges.

Our fourth offering ofPeacewill be directed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency which has been tireless in its support of
peacekeeping efforts in the many troubled regions of our world. Portions of the offering will also be used to fundytteeidresb
Peace camp for children, an experience designed to help children develop a belief in the power of peacemaking.

In addition to these four Advent offerings, money received at the Christmas Eve service will be shared by Hope House and The
Country Pantry.

Please plan to use the weeks of Advent to reflect upon the faith and love associated with the upcoming Christmas segf$®n. Your
freely offered to these agencies wildl hel p all r enotiethd er t h
decorations and festivities, but in the love and care we provide for all people.

Thank you.

Mary Ann Stiefvater
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CHRISTMAS AT THE COR NER 2018
7 _CoS CAEF£ WORKERS

Pat Joseph Rachel Wahlberg John Joseph, Sr. Samantha Gaffney
Buzz Joseph Helen Leonard Phil Conley
Sherry Robinson Cadee Wahlberg Scott Leonard

Dave Joseph Allison Kim John Joseph, Jr.

FAIR TRADE WORKERS CHRISTMAS BAKE SHOP
Lauralyn Kolb Dave White Midge Bakos
Barbara Greene Carol White Bev Miller

Helen Leonard Emily Hughes Judy LaGasse
Mary Chamberlain Gerry Gogel

Donna Goodfriend Peggy Weldon

AN EXTRATHANKYOUT O¢é .

[}

al | who made cooki es, candy,

[}

Cei l Gil bert for advertising

€. Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherr

€. Judy Lagasse and Grace Whitt

é.the Stone Storytellers and Master S Tin
é.the performance a—lbng,l%mndl]heKt.d\/Iaer(Ihlarcrthmii.s

é.the Stone Church elves (most named dec

Dining Room so beautifully especially Hal and Linda Rance, Dave Duncan, Phil C
And others for putting up the beautiful Christmas tree and other decorations.

Also to Scott Leonard for going above and beyond.

As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our church any
Fair Trade Shop.

Our final total was $6417.31.  Thank you everyone for a super effort!!!!
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BAPTISM OF BRADY ALEXANDER MOOREHEAD ®

Another joyous baptism at Stone Church on November 18th with Brady Moorehead, son of Kristen & Jacob whom
Pastor Scott married earlier this year and brother

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
4:00 p.m. Sunday, December 2
Hamilton College Chapel

Hamilton College welcomes the campus community and the public to join in the celebration of the Advent season,
anticipating the joy of Christmas, reading together the biblical narratives and singing familiar songs with music provided
by the Hamilton College Choir. Officiating over the service will be Rev. Jeffrey H. McArn, college chaplain, with the
assistance of readers and clergy (including our Pastor Scott Leonard) and candle bearers from Hamilton College. A
reception with Christmas cookies, punch and coffee will follow the service upstairs in the chapel. If you want to sing
and hear all the Christmas carols to fill you for the month, this is the service to attend!

The tradition of the Service of Lessons and Carols dates back exactly 100 years ago to Christmas Eve of 1918 and
Cambridge University in England. Pl anned by the new ¢
World War |, which had ended the previous month, the service has become a tradition for manyardlaggthe

world.

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMEN ICAL SERVICE

On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night servic
for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing
life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be diffecult. Th
pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and
comfort.




