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                                                            Worship at Stone in DecemberWorship at Stone in December  

December 2, 2018 – 1st Sunday in Advent – HOPE 

Jeremiah 33:14–16                  A branch will come from David.   

                                         Told by Anne Dunn 
Psalm 25:1–10                  A prayer for guidance and deliverance.  

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13             Put on the helmet of hope.  

Luke 21:25–36                  Signs of the coming of the Son of Man.  

Sermon:  ―Signs of the Times” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

December 9, 2018 – 2nd Sunday of Advent (Communion) – LOVE  

Malachi 3:1–4 The messenger of the covenant will be like a refining fire.   

Luke 1:68–79 The Song of Zechariah   

Philippians 1:3–11 Paul’s gratitude for the faithfulness of the Philippians 

Luke 3:1–6 The proclamation of John the Baptist     

Sermon:  ―Hierarchy of Needs” – Pastor Scott Leonard 

 

December 16, 2018 – 3rd Sunday of Advent (Communion) – JOY   
Zephaniah 3:14–20              The Lord will restore the fortunes of Zion. 

Isaiah 12:2–6              The Lord is my strength and my salvation.  

                                     Told by Anne Dunn 
Philippians 4:4–7              Rejoice in the Lord always!  

                                     Told by Donna Goodfriend 

Luke 3:7–18              John’s call to repentance. 

Message from the Neighborhood Center 

 

December 23, 2018 – 4th Sunday of Advent (Communion) – PEACE   

Baptism of Abigail Miller 

Micah 5:2–5a A ruler will come from Bethlehem. 

Hebrews 10:5–10 We are sanctified. 

Luke 1:39–45,46–55 Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and The Magnificat  

        Told by Donna Goodfriend 

Sermon:  ―Sanctification” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

  

 

Monday, December 24, 2018, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve 

The Christmas story, anthems, carols are all bathed in the soft candlelight of celebration as we observe the  

―Silent Night, Holy Night‖ of Christ’s coming. 

 

 

December 30, 2018 – 1st Sunday after Christmas Day (Communion)  

We worship with lessons and carols and an intimate experience of  the Lord’s Supper to celebrate the 

birth of the Savior of the world.   
 

  DEC 2018 DEC 2018 

  SSttoonne e CChhuurrcch h ~~  TThhe e CChhuurrcch h oon n tthhe e GGrreeeenn  

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

TThhee  CCoorrnneerr  SSttoonnee  
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God Bless You, Merry Gentleman! (and Ladies) 
 

 

―Keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine.‖ 

– Ebenezer Scrooge to his nephew in A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
 

     

 During Clinton’s Shoppers Stroll the day after Thanksgiving, here at Stone Church we had our Christmas on the 

Corner (pictures elsewhere in this newsletter).  In addition to telling ―Christmas Stories‖ from the Bible, I also told 

The Polar Express (the book, not the movie) and Tim Coombs, president of the Network of Biblical Storytellers and 

co-pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Scotia, NY with his wife Kathy, drove out and marvelously and in full 

regalia told Stave 1 from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.  It got me to thinking about our celebration of the 

holidays. 

     Pastors (including me) often lament (as you can read in many of our archive December newsletters online at our 

web site) that the cultural wave of Christmas, Inc., particularly in the U.S., completely swamps the season of Advent, 

as well as the week before, as evidenced by our own Shoppers Stroll.  But while it could be better, it also could be—

and has been—worse.  

     There were a number of pagan religious holidays and celebrations around winter solstice and they changed only 

slightly in form after Pope Julius 1 established Christmas as December 25 in 350 CE.  Indeed, by the Middle Ages, 

believers would go to church at Christmas and then go out and party like it was 999.  Starting in 17th century the 

Puritans and others did try to stop these drunken revelries with some limited successes. 

     But it was in the early part of the 19th century things began to change.  The industrial revolution was getting started 

and more urbanization with terrible working conditions and strains on families, resulting in class conflict and turmoil, 

including celebrations at Christmas turning into riots on occasion.  In the context of emerging social consciousness 

people looked to recast Christmas from its carnival-like affair.  Among those was a young man in England named 

Charles Dickens who was writing stories and books that provided an inside look to the hardships that the lower class 

and especially children suffered, which he himself had experienced.   

     In December 1843 he published the novella A Christmas Carol, initially because he needed the money, but as he 

wrote it, he got overwhelmed by the story’s joyful message.  So much so he insisted the book should be sold for the 

small price of five shillings to make it affordable to a wide audience.  Dickens wanted a more humanitarian focus for 

Christmas:  charity to the poor, love of the family, and a festive generosity of spirit.  This ―peace, good will toward 

men [humankind]‖ struck a powerful chord in both Victorian England and the U.S. and was instrumental in shaping 

our attitude toward and the importance of celebrating a merry Christmas.   

     In fact as blogger Gary Gamber writes, Dickens called his story A Christmas Carol because he expected the story 

to be repeated and shared and to bring people together just as the singing of Christmas carols spread joy and brought 

families together each year. His carol was a song of praise of the Christmas season and of the redemption of Ebenezer 

Scrooge.  In that same vein Dickens called the five chapters of the book ―staves,‖ a term unique to Dickens and this 

story.  A musical stave is the staff that notes are written on.  Dickens used the term as a stanza (i.e., a verse) with a 

consistent theme and mood. Each stave in the story delivers a different message and each has a definite mood.  As in a 

carol each stave can stand alone but each contributes to the carol’s overall theme. 

     Now we could critique the sentimentality of the story and knowing that it contributed to the secularization and 

commercialization of celebrating Christmas, but it also helped change the attitude of people from self-indulgent 

partying to celebration with family and friends, and to help the less fortunate even if only for a season.  Not the 

religious observing of Advent and the coming of Christ, but at least in the spirit of Christ to love one another.  And if 

we can keep that spirit of love alive and joy in our hearts amid the hustle and bustle, that’s not bad. 

     Now a good carol also contains a memorable refrain, repeated at appropriate times throughout and so let me close 

with the one that are also the last words in A Christmas Carol: ―And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God bless Us, Every 

One!‖ (You knew that was coming!) 

 

 Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,  
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Midge Bakos 

 

 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past  

CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER ON SHOPPERS’ STROLL DAY 

 In the very early years of the Shoppers’ Stroll Holiday celebration I remember Dick Williams, our town historian, 

ask me ―Why is Stone Church’s corner so dark?‖ My only weak reply was that well we have the carillon playing 

Christmas Carols. But he was right; the corner did seem dark amongst all the activities going on at the time.  

 Soon ―Christmas at the Corner‖ evolved. The Woolridges and the LaLondes began making clam chowder for a 

couple of years. Then Pete Forrester emerged with his great clam chowder recipe that remains today. A few of the young 

teen agers not only helped in the dining room but  tried selling it to people from the church’s side entrance and even asked 

some store owners who were busy at the time if they would like some brought over to them. Word of the clam chowder 

spread improving sales. At about the same time Danielle Miller had started encouraging others besides herself into 

painting on the slate preserved pieces of the old roof to sell during a craft fair.  I have a beautiful painting of an iris 

gracing my home as a piece of history from Stone Church. That same year the Christmas wrapped plates of assorted 

cookies became a hit and remains as a staple today several years later along with peanut brittle. 

 Enter Buzz Joseph! He is a fabulous cook and decided to add his famous chili recipe to the menu. The addition 

was a hit! He and his family who were helping in the kitchen decided to call it the 7 C’s Café’ offering: clam chowder, 

chili, hot chocolate, coffee, crackers, corn muffin, and a free cookie.  In recent years after the passing of Pete Forrester, 

Sherry Robinson has taken over the chowder and his fabulous recipe. Actually Pete handed Sherry the recipe one year 

saying that you may need this in the future. 

 The ―Christmas at the Corner‖ bazaar had become a hit when moved from the sanctuary to the Norton Room with 

all kinds of homemade canned goods, handmade quilts and crafts of all sorts and also Hyde’s antique table. For quite a 

few years there were lines waiting outside just before the 9 AM opening and many compliments on the well displayed, 

organized, and well made crafted items that were available. In recent years Bev Miller continues to organize this bazaar. 

 Lauralyn Kolb’s Fair Trade Shoppe began to grow having joined us in the Norton Room when in 2012 added 

Dave and Carol White goods from Ten Thousand Villages and SERRV International. By 2014 the Boy Scout Room was 

made available for the sale of their goods—a mission to help lift people out of poverty by selling these unique hand 

crafted items from around the world made by Fair Trade Artisans who are paid a fair price for their work by the suppliers 

in their respective  countries. 

 Because of our close availability to the center of the village our sanctuary began to be used for special attractions 

such as the St. Mary’s Church Choir Concert. As our guests for many years, the choir always presents a well rehearsed 

concert. It is a nice way to hear good music and get out of the elements for a few minutes to warm up and rest. The Kolbs, 

our church musicians, have sometimes sung as a family or led the group in singing Christmas Carols. This year’s special 

attraction was storytelling of the Christmas Story and a special guest Tim Coombs telling a portion of the ―Charles 

Dickens‖ – A Christmas Story.    

 This event takes quite a few volunteers to make it a worthwhile project but when sales are over it usually has been a 

profitable night not only monetarily but for the people we have served making it a social event where friends meet to be 

with family. 
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                                           MISSION ACTIVITIES DECEMBER 2018 
 

                                             ADVENT OFFERINGS 2018                                                            

                                   Hope - 1st Sunday of Advent (Dec.  2) - Hope House 

                                      Love - 2nd Sunday of Advent (Dec. 9) – Country Pantry 

Joy – 3rd Sunday of Advent (Dec. 16) – Christmas Joy - Retired Clergy and Presbyterian Education & 

Scholarships 

       Peace - 4th Sunday of Advent (Dec. 23) - Worldwide Peacekeeping & Global Witness - Presbyterian  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

All that glitters is not simply the Christmas decorations 

 

Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation: it heralds the marvelous celebration of Christ’s birth and the Christmas season. 

There is something so special, so shining about Christmas that we often overlook the importance of Advent, the importance of 

preparation and reflection. Throughout the Advent season, we at Stone Church will be challenged to prepare, to reflect and to 

consider our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. As each candle in the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial 

words and prayers seek to emphasize our relationship to REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent 

collections. 

Our first Advent offering of Hope on December 2 is in support of Utica’s Hope House, a soup kitchen devoted to providing safe 

shelter and a hot meal to those in need. Hope House provides 2-3 meals a day, 7 days a week, averaging 7500 meals a month. With 

less than 5% of funds coming from government sources, Hope House relies on the generosity of friends, neighbors, businesses, 

churches, foundations, service clubs, schools and civic organizations to operate. 

Our December 9, Love offering will be made for The Country Pantry, a local food bank providing foods and fresh produce  to 

families and individuals in need. Serving people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food 

for holiday meals and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift card 

programs. 

The Christmas Joy offering, our third offering on December 16, honors a promise to church workers and to Presbyterian racial ethnic 

leadership. Our offering will be used in these ways: 

50% is used for the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. The Assistance program benefits both retired and current 

church workers with urgent financial needs. 

50% is used for Presbyterian Mission Agency ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. Monies are used 

for assistance for students and future church leaders and support for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 

Our fourth offering of Peace will be directed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency which has been tireless in its support of 

peacekeeping efforts in the many troubled regions of our world.  Portions of the offering will also be used to fund the Presbyterian 

Peace camp for children, an experience designed to help children develop a belief in the power of peacemaking. 

In addition to these four Advent offerings, money received at the Christmas Eve service will be shared by Hope House and The 

Country Pantry.  

Please plan to use the weeks of Advent to reflect upon the faith and love associated with the upcoming Christmas season. Your gifts 

freely offered to these agencies will help all remember the glorious purpose of Christ’s birth. The glitter of the season is not in the 

decorations and festivities, but in the love and care we provide for all people. 

 Thank you. 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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                                                                         CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER 2018 

7 C’S  CAFÉ WORKERS 

Pat Joseph                 Rachel Wahlberg            John Joseph, Sr.       Samantha Gaffney 

Buzz Joseph              Helen Leonard                Phil Conley 

Sherry Robinson       Cadee Wahlberg             Scott Leonard 

Dave Joseph              Allison Kim                   John Joseph, Jr. 

  

 

 

FAIR TRADE WORKERS              CHRISTMAS BAKE SHOP 

Lauralyn Kolb               Dave White                                      Midge Bakos 

Barbara Greene             Carol White                                      Bev Miller 

Helen Leonard               Emily Hughes                      Judy LaGasse 

Mary Chamberlain        Gerry Gogel  

Donna Goodfriend         Peggy Weldon 

 

AN EXTRA THANK YOU TO…. 

    ….all who made cookies, candy, bread and the peanut brittle made by John & Chris Menard  

    ….Ceil Gilbert for advertising and making the posters and distributing them. 

    ….Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherry Robinson for buying food and preparing it for the café. 

    …. Judy Lagasse and Grace Whittemore for help setting up the Bake Shop. 

    ….the Stone Storytellers and Master Storyteller Tim Coombs. 

    ….the performance of Rob Kolb for his sing-a-long, and the St. Mary's Church choir. 

    ….the Stone Church elves (most named above) for decorating the Sanctuary and the 

          Dining Room so beautifully especially Hal and Linda Rance, Dave Duncan, Phil Conley 

          And others for putting up the beautiful Christmas tree and other decorations. 

          Also to Scott Leonard for going above and beyond. 

           

          As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our church and the 

          Fair Trade Shop. 

                    Our final total was $6417.31.     Thank you everyone for a super effort!!!! 
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BAPTISM OF BRADY ALEXANDER MOOREHEAD 

Another joyous baptism at Stone Church on November 18th with Brady Moorehead, son of  Kristen & Jacob whom 

Pastor Scott married earlier this year  and brother of Zachary who was Pastor Scott’s first baptism 3 years ago!   

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

4:00 p.m. Sunday, December 2 

Hamilton College Chapel 

Hamilton College welcomes the campus community and the public to join in the celebration of the Advent season, 

anticipating the joy of Christmas, reading together the biblical narratives and singing familiar songs with music provided 

by the Hamilton College Choir. Officiating over the service will be Rev. Jeffrey H. McArn, college chaplain, with the 

assistance of readers and clergy (including our Pastor Scott Leonard) and candle bearers from Hamilton College.  A 

reception with Christmas cookies, punch and coffee will follow the service upstairs in the chapel.  If you want to sing 

and hear all the Christmas carols to fill you for the month, this is the service to attend! 

The tradition of the Service of Lessons and Carols dates back exactly 100 years ago to Christmas Eve of 1918 and 

Cambridge University in England. Planned by the new dean of King’s College, fresh from his role as army chaplain in 

World War I, which had ended the previous month, the service has become a tradition for many colleges around the 

world. 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night service 

for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season.  Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing 

life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be difficult.  The 

pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and 

comfort.   
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How about some nice Organic Cotton Snuggle Socks with full-cushion, 

non-binding fit and bright mood-inspiring stripes, made in North 

Carolina, to keep your feet toasty this winter?  We also have some 

Organic Wool Sweater Socks which are as cozy and warm as your 

favorite sweater. Made from the softest Organic Merino Wool, these socks wash wonderfully and 

stretch back to a perfect foot fit.  These and many, many more unique gift items from 38 different countries are available 

at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures 

artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and 

hope for marginalized people.  Our hours are every Thursday from 10am to 6:30pm, second Saturdays from 10am to 

4pm, and every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas from 10am to 4pm.  The entrance to our shop is on 

Williams Street.  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at 

www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
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COUNTRY PANTRY UPDATE:  Over 200 families plus residents from the Clinton Manor were helped with 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  Thanks to all who have donated. 

With the holiday preparations coming to a close, the pantry is in great need for personal hygiene products; soap, 

shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant etc. They do not have to be name brand items. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOP 

                              HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: Deodorant, Shaving Cream, 

Razors, Granulated Garlic, Coffee/Tea, Sugar, Cereal, Milk Money. Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. 

Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

    

               WANTED: GENTLE USED AND NEW FOOTWEAR 

The Daughters of the Nile (women of the Shriners)  are collecting footwear of all 

kinds to be sent to 25 countries to encourage micro-enterprises. Some of the 

countries are; Haiti, Costa Rica, Algeria, Lebanon, and the Philippines. 

Shoes, boots & slippers must not have holes in them, no broken heels, no torn 

soles and no mildew. 

Items may be left in the designated box in the Narthex for Judy LaGasse. 

 

 

PANTRY FRIENDS, 

On December 11, we will hold The 

Country Pantry will hold its 

Christmas food distribution. At 

that time we also plan to give each 

family one new blanket (any size, 

including fleece lap blankets), two 

new bath towels and hand towels 

as well as holiday food.  

We have towels for 200 families, but 

are lagging  behind in our new 

blanket drive. 

We will also have a drop off time for 

any Christmas (blankets/non-

perishable food) on Monday, 

December 3rd at The Country 

Pantry from 8:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Please help spread the word to 

organizations you are part of. 

Thank you for your support, 

Mary Zimbler 

315-272-5267 
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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES      

We will be adopting families again for Christmas.  We receive names from the Neighborhood Center through their 

Operation Sunshine program.  Tags with the names, wants and needs will be on the tree in the sanctuary on December 

2ND through December 9th. 

Please take a tag or two and bring your unwrapped gift(s) with the tags attached to the church on December 16th.  After 

worship that day, we will wrap the gifts in the Norton Room.  We have enough wrapping paper, so just bring your 

unwrapped gifts and (of course) yourselves! 

Thank you, 

Donna Goodfriend  

 

Reflections on Stewardship 2018 and the future – “You have Searched Me Lord and you Know Me.” 

December is the last month of the year, a time when we tend to both reflect on our accomplishments and look forward to 

what is ahead of us in 2019. As members and friends of Stone Church, it is fitting for us to ponder on both our spiritual 

and congregational well being and financial stability. 

It should be obvious to all who are friends or members of Stone Church that, as a congregation, we are facing some 

interesting challenges. If those challenges cause us anxiety, we need only remember God’s promise, ―My spirit abides 

among you; do not fear.‖ 

Additionally, consideration of these challenges is part of our spiritual growth.  Our thoughts can force each of us to 

wrestle with what path God wishes us to take both as a church congregation and as individuals. While we may be 

conscious of God’s presence in our lives, I am sure each of us has at some point fervently prayed that God’s intentions 

will become clear. It is innately human to wish ―If only we could have certainty.‖ 

It may be helpful to reflect that, while undertaking God’s work is truly a personal spiritual and worshipful action, our 

choices have consequences for our whole congregation. Whichever of the myriad bits of God’s work we have 

individually chosen- baking for the Pie sale, working in the Fair Trade Shoppe, serving at Hope House, visiting shut-ins,  

sharing financial resources, and all the other opportunities – each of us is also contributing to the spiritual and financial 

identity of Stone Church.  As we adjust our contributions to our changing lives, the Church too adjusts what it is and 

how it reflects God’s presence. 

As of mid-November, we have twenty seven pledges totaling $65,950, and promises of many hours of talent and hard 

work devoted to loving and helping our neighbors.  As individuals and as a congregation we have approached 

stewardship from a biblical perspective; it appears we didn’t think of the money we give our church merely as a way to 

pay its bills. Rather, we see our giving as a way of helping us to grow spiritually in our relationship with God by 

supporting our church’s mission and ministry with a portion of our incomes and abilities. 

Our Stewardship is a joyous practice which is an important part of our Christianity.  Less clear is where God is leading 

us. Our future as a congregation is still unclear. It is perfectly clear that we have accomplished much, we can accomplish 

much more, and God’s presence and grace will sustain us regardless of change. 

                       . 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Tanya Hamshar & Family 

Peter & Donna Goodfriend & Family 

Tiffany Heintz   

Fred Kaiser   

The Family of Anne Kinnel 

The Family of Bob Simon 

Bill Porter 

Donna Robinson 

Tom Soja 

Doris Locke 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

The Dietz Family 

Mary Peterson 

Lora Schilder & Family 

Patricia Joseph & Family 

The family of  Hermine Williams 

Ian Colvin 

The family of Faye Campbell 

All the children & grandchildren to know God 

                                         
1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

               

         December Birthdays 

                                HOPE HOUSE 

There is 1 more opportunity to serve a meal at the Hope House 

on Saturday, December 15th.  This mission project helps them 

offer the homeless or needy individuals a daytime opportunity 

for shelter and a hot nutritious meal.  

Preparations for the meal start by 3:30 & the food is served from 

4:00-5:00.  Cleanup takes about 15 minutes after closing.  A 

group of 3-5 people is ideal to run smoothly. 

 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF HERMINE 

WILLIAMS: 

We offer condolences to the family of Hermine 

Williams.  She was our organist and Chair 

Director  for a short time at the Stone Church and 

other churches as well. 

As a professor and writer, she presented Stone 

Church with a book on ―Thomas Hastings, An 

Introduction to His Life and Music‖ that was well 

researched and greatly appreciated at our church. 
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                                                                THE MOON AND GOD 

What  was the first liquid and food consumed on the moon? I'm betting that most people are unaware of this story. 

Forty-five  years ago, two human beings changed history by walking on the surface of the  moon. 

But, what happened before Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong exited the Lunar Module is perhaps even more amazing, if 

only because so few people know about it.  I'm talking about the fact that  Buzz Aldrin took communion on the surface 

of the moon.  Some months after his return, he wrote about it in Guideposts magazine. 

The  background to the story is that Aldrin was an elder at his Presbyterian Church in Texas during this period in his 

life; and, knowing that he would soon be doing something unprecedented in human history, he felt that he should mark 

the occasion somehow. He asked his minister to help him and so the minister consecrated a communion wafer and a 

small vial of communion wine.  Buzz Aldrin took them with him out of the Earth's orbit and onto the surface of the 

moon.  He and Armstrong had only been on the lunar surface for a few minutes when Aldrin made the following public 

statement: 

"This  is the LM (Lunar Module) pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and 

wherever they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate the events of the past few hours and to give 'thanks' in 

his or her own way."  He then ended radio communication, and there, on the silent surface of the moon, 250,000 miles 

from home, he read a verse from the Gospel of John, and he took communion. 

Here  is his own account of what happened: 

"In the  radio blackout, I opened the little plastic packages which contained the bread and the wine. I poured the wine 

into the chalice our church had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully 

came up the side of the cup.  Then, I read the scripture: "I am  the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever abides in me 

will bring forth much fruit ... Apart from me, you can do nothing."  He then said: 

"I had intended to read my communion passage back to Earth, but at the last minute, they had requested that I not do 

this. NASA was already embroiled in a legal battle with Madelyn Murray O'Hare, the celebrated opponent of  religion, 

over the Apollo 8 crew's reading from Genesis while orbiting the moon at Christmas. I agreed reluctantly." 

"I ate the tiny toast and swallowed the wine. I gave thanks for the Intelligence and Spirit that had brought two young 

pilots to the Sea of Tranquility. It was interesting for me to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon and 

the very first food eaten there were the 'Communion Elements.'" 

"And, of course, it's interesting to think that some of the first words spoken on the moon were the words of Jesus Christ, 

who made the Earth and the moon - and who, in the immortal words of Dante, is Himself the "Love that moves the Sun 

and other stars." 

How  many of you knew this? Too bad this type of news doesn’t travel fast as the bad news does!!!! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE HANGING OF THE GREENS 

11/18/18 

Again, a big thank you to all that participated!!! 
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Kirkland Community Red Cross 

Bloodmobile 

Saturday, December 1, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., VFW 

Post 9591, Franklin Ave., Clinton. New and past 

blood donors are needed. Schedule an appointment at 

redcrossblood.org or call Bill Rudge at 853-6300. Walk-ins 

are welcome. 

    DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons -  Mary 

Chamberlain, Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, 

Bev Miller, Hal & Linda Rance and Grace Whittemore 
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                                       DEACONS CORNER                                

                             Let Everyday be Christmas 

                                   By Norman W. Brooks 

                                      

                                           Christmas is forever, not for just one day, 

                                                   for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away 

                                                   like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf. 

                                                   The good you do for others is good you do yourself. 

      

      May God grant each of us the gifts of Peace, Love and Friendship, and Hope.  Have a Blessed  

       and  Merry Christmas !     —  The Deacons 

                   WANTED: GENTLE USED AND NEW FOOTWEAR 

The Daughters of the Nile (women of the Shriners)  are collecting footwear of all kinds 

to be sent to 25 countries to encourage micro-enterprises. Some of the countries are; 

Haiti, Costa Rica, Algeria, Lebanon, and the Philippines. 

Shoes, boots & slippers must not have holes in them, no broken heels, no torn soles and 

no mildew. 

Items may be left in the designated box in the Narthex for Judy LaGasse. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study will begin shortly.  For more info, call 

Donna Goodfriend  at (315) 749-4085. 

Meetings will be held at Elizabeth 

Smith’s residence:  150 Genesee St., 

New Hartford. 

                                                                SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

November 12, 2018 Session Highlights 

Session approved the wedding of Sheri Riesel and Phil Zaleski at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday December 15, 2018. 

Session also approved the Baptism of Abigail Miller, daughter of Sarah & Jesse Miller, Sunday, December 23, 2018 

during worship. 

The session will be studying the book ―The Church has left the building‖ and having discussions on it in future meetings. 

Our contractor has started working on the roof. A beeping security system had a computer inside the box replaced with a 

new one 

The session approved to participate in the Rise Against Hunger for next year and to raise $2000 for the program. 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?   You don’t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the ―Calendar‖ tab at the top 

or on the calendar icon: 
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Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the                          
newsletter is Wednesday, De-
cember 19th 2018. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb   Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois    Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Peter Massi     Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                             email: stonepres@verizon.net  

 www.stonepres.org                                         www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 

                Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Barbara Green, 

Ceil Gilbert and Bev Miller who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Cor-

ner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


