
 

 
 

February 3, 2019 4th Sunday after Epiphany (Communion and 

Installation of Officers) 
 
Jeremiah 1:4–10 Jeremiah's call and commission.  

                   Told by Donna Goodfriend 

Psalm 71:1–6        In you, O Lord, I take refuge.  

1 Corinthians 13:1–13  Love is the more excellent way.  

Luke 4:21–30          Jesus angers those in the synagogue. 

Sermon:  “Call and Commission” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
February 10, 2019  5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13] Isaiah responds to God's call 
Psalm 138 Though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The resurrection of Christ 
Luke 5:1-11 Jesus calls the first disciples 
                Helen Tracy preaching 

 

February 17, 019 6th Sunday after Epiphany   

Jeremiah 17:5-10 Blessed are those who trust in the Lord 
Psalm 1        Happy are those who delight in the law 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20      The resurrection of the dead 
Luke 6:17-26     Blessings and woes. 

Sermon:  “Trust, But Verify” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

 

February 24, 2017 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Joseph reconciles with his brothers 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 42-50   Trust in the Lord and  do good 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50     The resurrection of the body      

Luke 6:27-38      Loving your enemies 

Sermon:  “Do Good, Get Good?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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  Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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 This is not good. World's are colliding! George is getting 

upset!”—character George Costanza from the TV show “Seinfeld” 

It finally happened.  Well, almost.   

As you know, I am only a part-time commissioned lay pastor here at Stone and my financial 

advisor has told me I am not in the “independently wealthy” category nor in the “retirement eligible” category unless I 

am planning not to live long (that would teach those life insurance companies a lesson!).  So I continue to have a full-

time job and “moonlight” as the pastor in my off-hours, particularly most Sunday mornings.     

To date I have been able to keep my vocation and avocation (a bit of a question of which is which) largely from 

interfering with each other.  My company is pretty flexible on hours, as long as you make them up, so I can attend 

early morning meetings, like the Clinton Area Ministerium, conduct funerals during the days, and even work from 

home on occasion.  Except when we are in the midst of a proposal.  We get a solicitation and have 30 days to respond 

with a proposal.  In recent years I’ve become a de facto Proposal Manager (etymologically, it derives from a word 

meaning “herder of cats”).  It involves pulling together a disparate (desperate?) group of reluctant people from their 

regular work to create and write in a manner than they’ve rarely been trained in for opportunities that our future 

livelihood depends on.   

In January, I had a particularly difficult one that required me to be in our corporate proposal center in Fairfax, VA for 

three weeks. The first weekend I got to come home and preach.  The second weekend I had planned to come home, but 

needed to stay.  Fortunately, that was the Sunday Letty Umidi was to preach, but didn’t because apparently y’all had 

real bad snowstorms and weather.  The proposal had us working days and nights and weekends and I had no time to do 

anything else, including much needed sleep.  I did a conference call for the session meeting and had to miss the 

monthly Ministerium meeting among other things.  I managed to get a bulletin done, but almost didn’t get this column 

done in time (well, even later than I usually am).  And if the dates had been slightly different that I needed to be home 

or conduct worship, I would have had a real dilemma.  

While I’ve chosen a somewhat atypical arrangement of being a “tentmaker” of sorts (i.e., largely supporting myself 

from an occupation, as the Apostle Paul did, while also being a preacher), all of us face the challenges of being a 

follower of Christ in the secular world.  I don’t broadcast I am pastor, but neither do I hide it.  I continue to struggle 

with balancing between appearing “holier than thou” to “hiding my light under a bushel basket” for doing either 

extreme is easy to do, but neither engage other people and both have the effect of having separate worlds.   

In the Seinfeld episode referenced at the beginning (from over 22 years ago!) the character George (played by Jason 

Alexander) is trying to keep his “Relationship George” world with his girlfriend separate from his “Independent 

George” world with his friends and activities. Too often we do the same thing trying to keep our “Christian World” 

with Sunday worship and being religious from our “Secular World” of either being like everyone else or being 

separate from (and above) everyone else (“Pharisees” in the literal, etymological sense). 

God does not call us to be perfect, but he does call for us to be authentic, to live and act every day the same as 

followers of Christ:  loving others and living our faith that is engaging and inviting to others; being in the world while 

not being of the world.  Easier said than done sometimes, but worth the struggle in this world—for the next! 

Shalom,  
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Midge Bakos 

A Conversation with Peter Jensen 

 When Peter called me willing to set up a time for the interview, I was surprised at his maturity and willingness to 

meet not realizing how long it had been since I last saw him on a regular basis. Yes, I had seen him riding his bike to 

school or serving food at the annual Boy Scout dinner but we had lost touch in recent years. I had heard good things about 

him and wanted to find out for myself. 

 Peter, at age 11, lost his adoptive mother, the Rev. Jane Jensen, following her courageous battle with cancer. She 

had adopted Peter and his older brother Chris from an orphanage in the Ukraine. In 2007, Peter began living with Steve 

and Debra Zuchowski and their three sons Steve Jr., Matthew and James who Peter had known from church, school and 

scouting—a perfect match and the family later adopted him. This continues to be a pleasant experience for him and he is 

definitely included as part of the family. 

 During his high school days Peter joined the bowling team maintaining a fairly good average and ran Cross 

Country his senior year. In 2014, he took a summer job as school janitor. Other summers he helped Steve Jr. with yard 

work in the neighborhood. He learned to do roofing when helping an uncle remove old shingles and replacing new on the 

Zuchowski house. His uncle would call Peter occasionally for help with roofing when an extra hand was needed.  

When the BOCES program was introduced to Peter’s class his sophomore year as an alternative program to 

pursue, he was intrigued by the welding program. He thought he would give it a try and he began to excel in the program. 

It reinforced his theory that he could get a good job he liked in two years weighing in the possibility that the expense of 

taking four years of college or more wasn’t necessarily the path for him to take. He didn’t want to incur a lot of debt with 

an unlikely possibility of getting a job. He also believed that the economy needed welders. 

             Peter graduated from high school in 2015 being certified in DOT Constructional welding for bridges and 

buildings. For more certification he attended the Albany Modern Welding School where he was then certified for pipe 

welding. 

 In July of 2017 he was hired by JBF Stainless where he performs gas tungsten ARC welding and MIG welding. 

The company offered a good benefit package including health insurance. Peter says that what he is doing is a lucrative 

business. He can work overtime and chooses to work 10-11 hour days. His boss had taken notice of Peter’s eagerness to 

work and learn new skills. He told Peter that with some workers he has to keep after them to do their work and but with 

you, at times, I have to slow you down. Peter agreed with that assessment and reminds himself to slow down to prevent 

making any needless mistakes.  

 The Utica Presbytery had appointed Rev. Judy Westerhoff and Rev.Victor Mc Cusick as trustees for Peter’s trust 

fund that was set up after the sale of Rev. Jane Jensen’s home and from donations of loving friends. He’s grateful to both 

Judy and Victor for their counsel and thanks Victor for taking time to help him set up a retirement program. Peter is frugal 

with his money rarely asking to borrow money from his trust fund or if he does dip into it, he eventually returns money to 

the fund. He’s planning to someday get an apartment and eventually wants to buy a house—but they are still in the 

planning stage. 

 I’m sure that everyone reading Peter’s story wishes him God speed. Peter has certainly grown to be a handsome 

and mature young man. It was a pleasure to renew his friendship.  

 

Note: Steve Zukowski Sr. is a retired corrections officer and Debbie has just been appointed as the Nurse Administrator 

at the Mohawk Valley Children’s Psychiatric Hospital. 
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                                          LOVE 

 

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 1st 

Corinthians 13 :13 

“Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”  Ephesians 4:2: 

     This is the perfect month to read as many Biblical verses as we can find regarding “love”. (We could be 

reading all month and then some as love is a constant theme throughout the Bible.)     Loving and being 

loved is not always easy—-so many outside influences determine how we love and how we are loved.  Just 

knowing that God loves us in spite of our mistakes and foolish ways is  so comforting in these troubled 

times.    

        Let’s put aside our cares and woes and have a “Love”ly 

month !!  Happy Valentine’s Day ! 

                                           

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________         

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JANUARY 14, 2019 MEETING 

 

 $10,000 was withdrawn from our investment account to meet our winter heating expenses. 

For the discussion on the book “The Church has left the building”, the session and deacons will meet 

jointly Feb. 11, 2019. To prepare please read Appendix I, Copies of this will be made available to the deacons 

prior to the meeting. Finding members to serve on the two boards has been difficult. However, new recruits 

Barbara Green and Trisha Harris have agreed to serve as deacons. Grace Whittemore has agreed to serve on 

the session. Emily Hughes will again serve as the Nominating Chairman. 

 Chris Menard has kindly volunteered to become the church treasurer. 

 Lent starts late on March 6th this year and the session decided to have the Lenten garden and will 

include the un-lighting candle ceremony each week of Lent. 

 New recruits for the office of deacon are Barbara Greene and Trish Harris. Installation of new officers 

will be held during February 3rd’s worship service. 

 Sherry Robinson will remain Clerk of the Session but not serve on the board as an elder. 

 Sherry wishes to thank both Janice LeFrois and Midge Bakos for their help in completing the 

necrology report on requiring statistical information on our departing members of 2018. 

 (Frank Gary LaGasse, Gilbert Flager Adams, William T. Porter, and Cynthia (Lane) Ellis) 
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                        ANNUAL CHOCOLATE LOVER’S SALE 

 

Our annual Chocolate Lover’s Sale will be held on Saturday, February 9th, from 10am to 

2pm.  We are asking for donations of any kind of chocolate goodies (pies being the most popular).  If 

you are unable to bake, a monetary donation would be greatly appreciated.  All proceeds from this sale 

will go to Hope House in Utica (a place where anyone can get a warm meal served with a smile).  Come and help us 

celebrate Valentine’s Day by purchasing something chocolate-y for yourself or some loved ones.  Questions?  Please 

see Ceil Gilbert or Donna Goodfriend.   

 

                                                               A LOOK BACK AT 2018! 
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A huge "Thank You" to the following volunteers for 

Hope House during 2018.  Please forgive me if I 

omitted anyone, as some of the sign-up sheets were 

missing; 

 

Mary Chamberlain 

Pam Denison 

Ceil Gilbert 

Gerry Gogel 

Barb Greene 

Emily Hughes 

Judy LaGasse 

Bev Miller 

Hal Rance 

Linda Rance 

Louise Whittaker 

Grace Whittemore 

 

 

 

            HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: 

Deodorant, Shaving Cream, Razors, Granulated 

Garlic, Coffee/Tea, Sugar, Cereal, Milk Money. 

Any donation that you designate for food or 

personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 

ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 



 

  
 

Laxmi Meharjan excelled at weaving, even when she was a girl.  Her weavings were sold, but 

Laxmi never saw any money.  Her earnings went to her father and later to her husband.  When 

Laxmi began working with SERRV’s partner in Nepal, she took her earnings into her own hands 

for the first time in her life.  She vowed to use that money to put her daughter Sudha through 

school.  And she did-Sudha earned a Master’s degree in social work.  You can help people like 

Laxmi by shopping at our Fair Trade Shop at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton.  We have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, 

chocolate and food items, clothing, and toys from 38 different countries.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 

farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development, and hope to 

marginalized people.  Once again this year, our shop was able to donate $1000 each to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

and to MVRCR.  Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday and 10am to 4pm second Saturdays.  We are holding a 

25% off Winter Sale during  February (some restrictions apply).  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 

lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org. or like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
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COUNTRY PANTRY UPDATE:  With the holiday preparations coming to a close, the pantry is in great need for 

personal hygiene products; soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant etc. They do not have to be name brand items. We 

will be collecting these items until January 13th.   

 

FAIR TRADE SHOP 

                                    MORE MEMORIES FROM 2018 
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                        . 

                                           Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church was held during worship on Sunday 

January 27, 2019. The committee reports were highlighted with all we accomplished in 2018. The only official business 

was the election of officers. The congregation voted to accept the Nominating Committee’s slate of candidates as 

follows; for session: Grace Whittemore to serve for the class of (2020), Pat Joseph and Donna Goodfriend to serve for 

the class of (2021) and for the deacons Barbara Greene and Trish Harris will start three year terms (2021). John Menard 

volunteered to continue as a consultant for the property committee when needed. We have one vacancy on the elders for 

the class of (2020).  Linda Rance will represent the Deacons on the Session for 2019. 

 The committee recommends for the 2019 Nominating Committee members-at-large Ceil Gilbert and Midge 

Bakos with Emily Hughes to remain as chairman. We thank the nominating committee Emily Hughes, Chair: Grace 

Whittemore, Deacons Rep., Ceil Gilbert and Donna Goodfriend as members at large for helping out on this committee.     

 

                           ELDERS- Class of 2019                                                      DEACONS-Class of 2019                        

                           John Stiefvater                                                                                 Jim Gavett 

                           Mary Ann Stiefvater                                                                        Beverly Miller 

                           David Duncan                                                                                  Judy LaGasse 

                    Class of 2020                                                                                  Class of 2020 

                           Grace Whittemore                                                                          Mary Chamberlain 

                           Emily Hughes                                                                                  Hal Rance 

                                                                                                                                                Linda Rance 

                      Class of 2021                                                                                 Class of 2021 

                            Patricia Joseph                                                                                Helen Leonard 

                            Donna Goodfriend                                                                           Barbara Greene 

                                       Peter Massi                                                                                     Trish Harris  

 

A big thank you to John Menard & Sherry Robinson (who came off the Session)  for all their years of service! 

 

Installation of new officers will be February 3rd, 2019 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Mary & Lori Chamberlain & Family 

Tanya Hamshar & Family 

Tiffany Heintz   

Fred Kaiser   

The Family of Claire Burns 

The Family of Bob Simon 

Donna Robinson 

Tom Soja 

Doris Locke 

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Mary Peterson 

Lora Schilder & Family 

Patricia Joseph & Family 

The family of  Hermine Williams 

All the children & grandchildren to know God 

 

 

1 - John Gilbert 

9 - Desiree Padgett 

10 - David Goodfriend 

  Elizabeth Menard 

12 - Michele McDonough 

13 - James Monohan 

  Gayle Copfer 

17 - Celeste Clawson 

18 - Jill Pavlot 

20 - Doris Locke 

21  - Jesse Dewey 

22 - Amanda Andrews 

  Jim Gavett 

24 - Craig Lalonde 

27 - Eugene Lawson 

 

               

             FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year 
is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this 
amount for each member on the membership roll. The 
per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as 
a church and supports the meetings and operations of the 
Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either directly to the 
church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or 
enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

                          

EARLY PLEDGES WANTED 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a 

problem for our church in the winter months (January 

through April) than summer months, even during a 

relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to 

consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if 

possible.  

We will, of course, keep good track of what you have 

paid towards your pledge. 

 

Happy Birthday to Gene Lawson 

He will celebrate his 98 birthday on February 27th. He is our 

oldest living member and served in many useful capacities. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF CLAIRE BURNS 

 

Claire died December 27, 2018 at age 93 after living a dedicated life to children and education. After teaching 

a short time at the Marvin Street School in the first grade, she married Nicholas Burns and began to raise their own 

family of six children. Of course, with her love of children and teaching she returned to the elementary school in 1971. 

She was a beloved teacher of many who got a good start with her positive approach to her students. 

 To me she was always joyful with everyone children and adults. When she started the first Girl Scout troop, I 

had the opportunity to help chaperone her troop on a trip to the Adirondacks--a wonderful group of girls obviously 

encouraged by Claire. 

She also assisted the first class of the Clinton “A Better Chance Program,” organized the Brick Garden for the 

Clinton Central School Foundation as well as serving on the board. She also liked to attend 

school sporting events to cheer the students on. For several years she attended Stone Church 

where she loved the music program. As her gardener for many years, she was just a joy to be 

around. We will miss her smile, her pleasant demeanor, fun loving personality, the love for her 

family and the gift she gave all her students—the love of learning. 

 

 



 

CONDOLENCES:  Our heartfelt condolences 

go out to Rev. Jeff McArn and family for the loss of 

Jeff’s mom who passed away on January 15th.  Her 

family are grateful for her tenacious love and her 

execution of her many purposes which gave her life 

fullness. 

We also empathize with Mary and Lori Chamberlain 

and extended family for the loss of their very special 

cousin, Judy Snow on Saturday, January 20th. 

Also, sincere condolence to out to Peter & Donna 

Goodfriend on the loss of their dear friend Gary Orvis. 

    DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, 

Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Bev Miller, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish 

Harris. 
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BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study will begin shortly.  For more 

info, call Donna Goodfriend  at (315) 

749-4085. 

Meetings will be held at Elizabeth 

Smith’s residence:  150 Genesee St., New Hartford. 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?   You don’t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at the top 

or on the calendar icon: 

GOD WHISPERS 

                                                                             By Margaret Feinberg 

“The man whispered….God, speak to me! 

And a meadowlark sang. But, the man didn’t hear. 

So the man yelled…God, speak to me! 

And the thunder rolled against the sky. But, the man did not listen. 

The man looked around and said…God, let me see you.  

And the sun shinned brightly…But, the man did not see. 

And the man shouted…God, show me a miracle. 

And a life was born…But, the man didn’t notice. 

So, the man shouted out in despair…Touch me God so I know you are there. 

Whereupon God reached down and touched him. 

But, the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on.” 

     

The above is a great reminder that God is always around us in little and simple things we take for granted.  So, let us look 

around and see and hear the quiet whispers of God.  



 

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the March                      
newsletter is Tuesday, February 19th , 
2019 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 
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             Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Barbara Green, 

Ceil Gilbert and Bev Miller who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Cor-

ner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


